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TO HIS GRACE 

THE MOST KEVEREND RICHAllD LAWRENCE, D.D. 

LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CASHEL. 

My LORD, 

Many motives combine to induce me to 
commit to your Lordship's Protection and Patron- 
age, this History of the County and Gity of 
liimerick. 

The dignified station which you hold in the 
Church of Ireland^ as Primate of Munster, renders 
it peculiarly appropriate that I should dedicate to 
your Lordship^ the History oF an important and 
interesting Portion of tiiat Province. 

Of your Grace's distinguished literary attain- 
ments, I shall not presume to speak ; but the true 
Christian Benevolence, which has guided the whole 
of yom Cbrdoe'd coiiduct^ since you have filled the 
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Arefaiqpiteopal See of CBsktA, has rendaped you 
peeofiaiijr fitted fat the Ecclesiaatical Gotrenuii^t 
of a Profioce, akus ! too much divided on the great 
aabjeet of Religion. In the same sfHiit, I trast, the 
fcSlomag pages have been written. 

Need I add, my Lord, that I am not unmflu- 
eseed by a sense of gratitude for personal obligations/ 
The great kindness which I had expeiraiced from 
your pious and amiable Predecessor, has been con- 
tamed by your Lordship ; and it is my sincere 
and ardent Prayer, that you may long be spared 
to the Church of Ireland, to encourage by example 
and advice, your Clergy, and all within the sphere 
of your influence, in the practice of those precepts 
enjoined by our Holy Religion, to love God above 
all things, and our neighbour as ourselves, whatever 
may be his creed or country. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

With nncere reepect. 

Your Grace's most obedient. 

And most faithful Servant, 

P* FITZGERALD. 
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An? atfthor^ltho should undertake the difficult task 
of m^ofigrsL^imsiei hjistory of Ireland, must, for ilie ' 
m^^.ic^yioiji^i n^spns,. ij^vide his woyek into ^thrfei* 
grand jperio^i^, fX^^lYf the J((ibt^<ms, the obscnn?^^ 
and the authentjo. In the early history of all couijl- 
tries, more or less of fable is to be found, with the 
exception of those nations whose origin is trans- ' 
mitted to us by the pen of .ji^spiration ; and Ihil will 
cease to be matter of wonder, when we consider how 
slow the progress of letters must hare been during 
the ijrfwcy of the world, . To pcQvide for the sup- 
ply and gratification of his most pressing wants and 
appetites formed man's sole employment in his pri- 
meval an^ indepe&jd^ii); «tat^; but as the population 
of the earth increased, social conununities were 
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2 PRELIMINARY VIEW. 

formed, most probably at first for purposes of ag- 
gression or defence. The original equality of man- 
kind was henceforth at an end ; for a sense of com- 
mon benefit, or of common danger, led men to unite 
in conferring power and dignity on those who ex- 
celled in wisdom, strength, or valour > or who had 
sufficient artifice to persuade their countrymen that 
they were possessed of those endowments. To 
perpetuate power thus acquired by a few, talents of 
a different description were gradually called into 
exercise ; and it is not improbable that the earliest 
efforts at composition were connected with the cele- 
bration of those great actions, by which the heroes 
of antiquity constituted themselves the benefactors, 
or the oppressors of the human race. The extem- 
poraneous effusions to their honour, were delivered 
in poetic measure; which being committed to me- 
mory, became the only kind of record possessed by 
any nation before the invention of letters. These 
traditional annals could not fail, through successive 
generations, to be so grossly exaggerated and dis- 
torted, as to render them incredible ; or, at least, 
capable of emitting only the faintest gleams of his- 
toric truth. 

From such materials were the first historians 
obliged to draw their conjectures respecting the origin 
of nations — and that pride of ancestry, which is so 
natural a foible of the human mind, rendered them 
not too fastidious in embracing any hypothesis, 
which would enable them to trace the history of their 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRELIMINARY VIEW. 8 

native country to an honourable and remote com- 
mencement.. , As af national feelings this may ap- 
pear pardonable; but every man who studies his- 
tory as a sincere enquirer after truth, must agree 
in the sentiment of an eminent writer, that ^Uhe be- 
ginnings of all people and kingdoms, are as difficult 
to be found out as the heads of great rivers : and if 
they could be known, would promote very little either 
our virtue or our reputation."* 

It is, therefore, not peculiar to Ireland, that its early 
annals should be involved in almost impenetrable 
gloom. But even after the nation assumed a more 
settled form, a variety of unpropitious circumstance^ 
concurred to render the preservation of her history 
particularly difficult. The nature of the government 
under her native princes, was the prolific parent of 
interminable feuds, which spread desolation. and bar- 
barism all over the land, even at the time when learn- 
ing flourished in her colleges with a degree of lustre 
that rendered them renowned throughout Europe. 
The records of the country, which were preserved 
with assiduous care in the cloisters of the monks, 
became afterwards a prey to the fury of the northern 
barbarians, who Were for some centuries the scourge 
of this unhappy land ; and who sought, with relentless 
rage, the destruction of every vestige of her ancient 
greatness. — Considerable obscmity must, therefore, 
rest on this portion of our history. Since the Eng- 

* Samuel Daniel's History of England. 
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4 PftELIMiNART YIEW. 

lish invasion, our annals have become more authen- 
tic ; but still, the historian of the present day must 
examine, with peculiar care and distrust, the con- 
flicting testimonies of partisan writers of both coun- 
tries : for, it is a fact too lamentably obvious, that 
the two nations, though living under the same go- 
vernment for nearly seven centuries; and though 
they have now become, as far as it respects the upper 
and middle classes, greatly assimilated to each other 
in manners and character, continue as much divided 
as ever on political subjects. Partaking of these 
cruel and impolitic animosities whi<:^h have been, to 
the present, the bane and cmrse of Ireland, writers of 
either party have, with a few exceptions, sacrificed 
truth and probability to their ovvn prepossessions, 
exdting, or depreciating beyond doe bounds, the 
character of a people^ who, considering the unpropi- 
tious circumstances in which they have been placed 
from the earliest period of their history, have proved 
themselves to be, at least, not inferior to any nation 
in the world in the exercise of the noblest mental 
and corporeal endowments. 

As a preliminary to the immediate subject of this. 
work, we have deemed it necessary to give a short 
outline of Irish history and antiquities; not With the 
hope of being able to shed any new lights on the 
political and military annals of our country; but with 
the view of exhibiting the character and manners criF 
the people, under the various revolutions of govern- 
ment to which they have been subjected. 
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NAM£S. . 5 

Lneland was known to the anciemts under the vari- 
ous names of Er'm, leiTie, Hibernia^ and Scotia. 
Diodorus Alexandriniis calls it by the first of those 
appellations ; while it is denonunated leme by Aris- 
totle and Claudian, and Hibernia^ by Caesar, Ta- 
dtus, and Pliny. Oamden conjectures, that the 
island was thus named from its situation — Hiar, in 
the Irish language, signifying the West. Bochart 
derives it from the Phoenieiaii word Ibemae, which 
denotes th]e remotest habitation; while Sir James 
Ware coincides ifi (pinion vritii Isidore and 
others, who deduce it from Iberia -, both be- 
cause of the colonies of Iberians, or Spaniards, once 
seated there ; and also for the afllnity of the name. 
Why JOreland t)ore flie name of Scotia, is more diffi- 
cidt to aseertaln. Qur native historians assert that 
the isbmd was thus denominated by the sons of Mi- 
ksius, ^ther in h(»iour of their mother Scota, who 
was said to have be^i ada^ighter of one of the Pha- 
raohs; or because they were themselves of the pos- 
terity of the Souks oir Scots in Scythia. It is con- 
tended by othess* that the name of Scots was nevea: 
heard of in Ireland till the thud .or fourth century of 
the Christian era, — and from that period, it was 
called indiffeijsaotiy, for some ages, Hibernia or Sco- 
tia; until,at last, it entirely lost the latter appellation, 
which followed the Scots into North Britain. With 
regaixi to its more ^modern name of Ireland, Sir 
William Temple. ccgiceives it to have been given by 
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6 PRELIMINARY VIEW. 

the Saxons, from the river lerne in this island. But 
the book of Ardmagh records, that the name signi- 
fies " Ire's grave." Ire, who was one of the sons of 
Milesius, having been the first man of that colony, 
who was interred upon the island. 

COLONIZATION. 

Not less diversified are the opinions of our anti- 
quaries respecting- the first colonization of Ireland ; 
nor have our Irish writers fallen short of those of 
any nation in anxiety to confer upon their country a 
very remote and glorious origin, some ancient chro- 
nicles having assigned it even an antediluvian popu- 
lation. Others, not quite so romantic, content them- 
selves with peopling the country immediately on 
the dispersion of mankind at Babel, that is, three 
hundred years after the flood ; when, they tell us, 
Partholan, a descendant from Japhet, led a colony 
into Ireland, after being driven out of Greece. To 
, these succeeded the Fomorians, a wicked race, de- 
scended from Ham, and fierce contentions ensued 
between the two parties, which terminated in the 
total depopulation of the island. After it had con- 
tinued for some years in this condition, a new colony 
of the posterity of Japhet arrived from the Euxine 
Sea, under the command of Nemedius, who retained 
possession of the island for more than two centuries. 
These, like their ancestors^ were also invaded by the 
F9morians, who ultimately subdued them, and re- 
mained masters of the country . for four hundred 
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CdLOmZATION. 7 

years^ when perpetual civil wars ended in their total 
extinctiofi. Soon alter this, the posterity of Neme- 
dius are again introduced^ under the name of Fir- 
Bdgs or Belgas. This people, after their expulsion 
from Ireland four centuries before, are said to have 
formedisettlements in Gaul and Britain, from whence 
they despatched five thousand men, in the year of 
the world 2657, to resume the possession of their 
ancient inheritance. This colony, we are told, was 
led by five principal commanders, the sonsof Dela, 
who divided the country into five parts, in each of 
which one of the brothers was acknowledged as king; 
while Slangey, who had the province of Leinster 
under his command, was proclaimed supreme mo- 
narch. 

The Fir-Bolgs are said to have possiessed the 
island for eighty years, through a succession of nine 
sovereign chiefs. In the reign of the last of these 
monarchs, Ireland was invaded by another colony 
of the posterity of Nemedius, called by the Iri3h 
writers Tuatha-de-Danans or Danonians. These 
are said to have arrived from Norway and Sweden, 
in the year of the worid 2737, and defeated the Bel- 
gians with the loss of many thousands including their 
monarch. The remnant of the latter took refuge in 
the isles of Man, Arran, and some of the Hebrides, 
from whence, after a lapse of twenty years, they 
made an attempt to regain possession of the country; 
but meeting a second overthrow, the effort proved 
abortive, and the Danonians retained the undis- 
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8 PRELDHNART TIEW. 

tufbed dominion of Ireland for nearly two centuries. 
They are represented in our native records as a 
learned, commercial, and maritime people, who in- 
troduced the sword, the spear, and the war-horse 
into Ireland ; and what, according to tradition, was 
still more important, the famous Laigh-Tailj or 
Stone of Destiny, on which succeeding monarchs 
were crowned, and on which the Kings of England 
have been inaugurated since the time of Edward the 
First, who, in the year 1296, had it conveyed, with 
other regalia, from the Abbey of Scone in Scotland, 
to Westminster Abb^y, where it still ifemains.* 

* Of this fatal stone, George Buck, in his Life of Richard III,, 
says, " The other monument of the British Empire is the 
marhle stone, whereupon Jacob laid his head when he had 
those celestial and mystical visions, mentioned in Holy Writ; 
which stone was brought out of Palestine into Ireland, and 
from thence carried into Scotland by King Keneth ; after trans- 
htted to the city of Scone, and usied i&f the chair wherein the 
kings sate at their coronation; brought out of Scotland hj 
Edward I. into England, as the best historians of Scotland and 
England relate, viz. Hector Bcetius, lib. iv., George Buchanan, 
Gulielmus Cambden/' 

The following is another version of the travels of this cdfi* 
brated stone: — ^When Fergus the Great had reduced North 
Britain, about the year 503, he requested his brother, Mor- 
tough Macmore, the monarch of Ireland, to send him this 
stone, for the greater solemnity of kis <y)roiiiation, as it had 
been the received o|4nion that wherever it was preseaved, 
there a prince of Scythian or Irish race would reign. This 
appears from the very old and well-known ream or verse, 

Ni fflillit fatum IScoti qnocuinque locatum 
Invefbieiit lapidein tegnare tonentir flildeiD. 
Or FatB 's belied, or "vh^x^ tfalf stone is i<mQd» 
A prince of ScoUish race shall there be crowii'd. 
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COLONIZATION. 9 

The last successful invasion of Ireland which oc- 
curred previous to the Christian era, is said to be 
that of the Milesians, a Spanish colony, A.M. 2934. 
They are stated by our chronicles to have been de- 
scended from a long line of heroes in Egypt and Phoe- 
nicia,v«rho, after subduing Spain, now spread their con- 
quests to the remotest western boundaries of Europe; 
and these assertions derive considerable support from 
foreign testimonies. The Milesians, we are informed, 
Iiuided in the West of Munster, under the conduct of 
Heber, Heremon, and Amergin, three sons of the 
celebrated MileEspaine orMilesius; and having van- 
quished the Danonians in two bloody battles, they 
obtained the complete dominion of theisland. Heber 
immediately assumed the sovereignty of the two 
produces of Munster ; Lein^r and Connaught fell 
to the share of Heremon ; Ulster was appropriated 
to the ^incipal officers of the expedition; and 
Am^^ was declared Supreme Druid and Judge. 
From the brothers Heber ^nd Heremon, according 
to the authorities which we have quoted, flie Irish 
monarchs derived their descent to the period of the 
English invasidn, with very few exceptions. 

We shall now take some notice of anoth^ hypo- 
thesis with respect to the original cdonization of 
Ireland, which has been maintained with great force 
of reason and erudition by a very numerous dass of 
writers. Camden the antiquarian, in agreement with 
Tacitus and Claudian, affirms, that Ireland was ori- 
ginally peopled by Britons; but that afterwards^ 
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10 PRKLIMlKARy VIEW. 

from the revolutions which arose in different coun- 
tries, Gauls, Germans, and Spaniards were com* 
pelled to seek refuge there. Spenser, in his View of 
the State of Ireland, asserts, that the Gauls were the 
first inhabitants of Britain and Ireland; that tliis 
people settled in the south, the Scythians in the 
north, and the Spaniards in the west of this country.* 
The celebrated Sir William Petty conjectures, that 
according to the law and course of nature, the places 
nearest Carrickfergus were first peopled by adven- 
turers from the parts of Scotland opposite thereto. 
He thinks the Britons might come from Holyhead, 
or St. David's Head; but that the primitive posses- 
sors arrived from Scotland, the passage being short, 
and performed in the sUghtest boats ; and he also 
produces the identity of the Erse and Irish languages 
as complete evidence of the fact. We are told that 
the Scythian and German nations inhabited caves a 
great part of the year, and so did the Firbolgs or 
Belgae. Smyth, in his History of the County of 
Cork, enumerates many of them ; some are natural, 
some, artificial, and most of them retain vestiges of 
human residence. The very learned Charles O'Con- 
nor of Ballynegar countenances this opinion, in his 
dissertation prefixed to his Ogygia Vindicated. He 

* Spenser appears to have derived his opinion from Tacitus, 
the famous annalist, who served for some time with the Roman 
army in Britain ; and he fbunds his supposition of this three- 
fold descent of the Irish on their similitude in manners, fea- 
tures, and language to the respective nations from whence 
they had sprung. 
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COLONIZATION. ^ 11 

says, that Ireland being originally peopled by Celtic 
and Scytho-Celtic colonies from North and Sottth 
Britain, retained the same barbarous customs ; and 
he also affirms, that it was not until the fifth age of 
Christianity that letters were introduced amongst us 
by the Roman missionaries. Mr. O'Flaherty, who 
diligently applied himself to the study of the history 
and antiquities of his native country, thinks with 
Camden, that the first inhabitants of Ireland were 
firom the countries nearest to it ; " for," he says, 
" the world was not colonized at one and the same 
'^ time. . It is natural to suppose that the countries 
" nearer the east were first inhabited ; and that, in 
" like manner in Europe, Greece was inhabited be- 
^^ fore Italy, Italy before Gaul, and Gaul before Bri- 
" tain. That the islands were so disposed of by 
*^ Divine Providence, that one could be seen from 
** some part of another ; wherefore it was reasonable 
** to think that they were resorted to in the beginning 
** from the nearest rather than from the more distant 
*' places."* 

* The most celebrated geographers agree that ancientEurope 
was possessed by four grand classes of men, viz. the Celtes, 
who extended themselves from the Bosphorus Cimmerius on 
the Euxine to the Cimbric Chersonese of Denmark and the 
Rhine, dispersing themselves over Western Europe and her 
isles ; the Scythians^ who came irom Persia, and spread from 
thence to the Euxine, and almost over all Europe, speaking 
the Gothic, and its kindred dialects, the Teutonic, the Frisic, 
Belgic, &c.; the Iberi or Mauri, who came from Africa and 
peopled Spain and Aquitain, and their language survives in 
the Cantabric or Basque ; and the Sarmieitse, whose language 
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After the most candid examination of those con- 
flicting opinions, it must appear impossible to deter- 
mine with any degree of accuracy at what time Ire- 
land first received her inhabitants ; but-we can by 
no means coincide with Pinkerton, Whitaker, and 
others, who fix it so late as three centuries before 
the Christian era. Writers of a much earlier date 
countenance the hypothesis of an origin more re- 
mote. Diodorus Siculus, who lived in the reign of 
Darius Hystaspes, near six hundred years before the 
Christian era, is generally supposed to allude to Ire* 
land, when he speaks of an island little less than 
Sicily, opposite to the Celtas, and inhabited by Hy- 
perboreans; he describes it as a pleasant country, 
dedicated to Apollo, most of whose inhabitants were 
priests or songsters ; and by various authors Ireland is 
considered to be the Atlantic Isle, so often mentioned 
by Diodorus, Aristotle, Plutarch, Strabo, and others.* 

was the SclaTonic^ and whose appearance in Europe was later 
than the others. 

* From some passages in Plutarch, O'Halloran offers a con- 
jecture, that the sacr4i et delecta cohors of the Carthagmians, 
mentioned hy Diodorus and others, was a select body of Irish 
troops in the pay of that people. From the time of the Scipios 
untU the reign of Augustus, a space of more than two hundred 
years, Spain struggled with the Romans for independence; 
and we may naturally suppose, that as Ireland was but a 
few days' sail from Spain, they had auxiliaries from thence, 
and that the Carthaginians had them also. Hannibal's army 
, was mostly made up of foreign troops^ a great partof whiph he 
brought from Spain after the taking of S^untunji. 

Plutarch, in his life of Sertorius, tells us, thajt tM^O^lehrated 
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COLONIZATIOir. 13 

At the arrival of the Milesians terminates what 
may with propriety be called the fabulous, or, at 
least, uncertain period of Irish history; for though 
traditional annals nkay possess some degree of 
truth for th^ir foundation, y^ the deficiency of 
written records will ever reader them liable to 

comnKander determined tb make the Adoiitic Isle a place of 
retreat and resid^ice ^com the persecutioB of his aiemles. In 
another work entitled '^ De facie in orbe Limae/' he describes 
this Atlantic Isle to be opposite the Celtae, and but four days 
sail frtwn Britain. ITie Irish legions in Graul were called Fine 
6all> those ki Albany, Fisie Albao. " We may well suppose/' 
says O^Halloran, " t^at the Fine Tomharaigh, or African le- 
gions, so often met with in the old Irish manuscripts, meant 
no other than the Irish cohorts in that service.** 

Thatlteland was the happy Hyperborean Isle aHnded to by 
IModorus and HeoateuS;, is supposed to be confirmed by the 
picture of it given more than 1400 years ago, by Bonatus, an 
Italian bishop : 

Finibns occiduis describifur bpflma UUda 

Votnlife ab antl^uis Seotta Mripla Hbris 

Iivsola dives opum, gemmarum, vesti» et auri 

Commbda obrporibus aer^, sote, solo, d^, 
TRANSLAIlOir. 

Far westward lies an Isle of ancient fame. 

By nature blessed, and Scotia is her name 

EnrollM in books ; exhanstless is her stars 

Of veiny silver, and of golden ore. 

Her fruitful soil for ever teems with wealth. 

With gems her waters, and her air with health. 

Her verdant fields with mills and honey flow. 

Her woolly fleeces vie with virgin snow. 

Her waving furrows float with bearded com ; 

And arms and arts her envied sons adorn. 

No savage Bear with lawless fury roves, 

No rav'Dous Lion thro' her peaceful groves, 

No poison there infects, no scaly snake 

Creeps through the grass, nor ftogfaittioys the lake; 

An Island worthy of its pious race. 

In war triumphant, and umnatchM in peace. 
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suspicion. Tlie history of the subsequent two 
thousand years, during which Ireland was governed 
by her native princes, must he considered as ob- 
scure, from the paucity of materials which exist to 
enable us to judge of the truth of facts transmitted 
to us^ or to draw rational conclusions of the real 
state of the country during that long period. In 
pursuing our outline, we feel many objections to the 
guidance both of English and Irish writers, the for- 
mer being interested in depreciating, every thing con- 
nected with the ancient state of the country, while 
the latter, perhaps, consulted truth as little, in their 
anxiety to exalt the antiquities, the renown, and the 
splendour of the Irish nation. But, however they may 
differ ^th regard to the origin and character of the 
people of this island, there appears to be some agree- 
ment respecting the succession and actions of the 
Irish monarchs, of whom near two hundred are said 
to have reigned in lineal succession. Of these con- 
siderably more than one half perished in battle, or 
were assassinated by their subjects -, the elective na- 
turie of the government proving, as it invariably does, 
a fruitful source of civil contention. 

POLITICAL AND CIVIL HISTORY. 

In the following sketch of the succession and reigns 
of the most celebrated Irish monarchs, we must ne- 
cessarily be guided by the advocates of a Milesian 
ancestry, -who inform us, that soon after the brothers 
Heber and Heremon assumed the sovereignty of 
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the islknd^ disputes arose between them, which ter- 
minated in the death of the former, and from that 
period Heremon became sole monarch. He then, 
divided the country between his principal officers, 
and after a reign of thirteen years, during which he 
gained several victories over predatory bodies of Picts 
and Britons, he left the crown jointly between his 
three sons. 

From this period Ireland, for more than three 
hundred years, presented a scene of the most san-^ 
guinary contention between the descendants of He- 
ber and Heremon, almost every monarch perishbg 
by the hand of his successor. This was terminated 
by the long and prosperous reign of 011am Fodla, 
who gave to the Irish government a degree of strength 
and consistency to which it had not heretofore at- 
tained; and according to our ancient records, he 
possessed no ordinary talents for legislation. They 
give the most splendid accounts of the regular As- 
semblage of a triennial convention at the palace of 
Tara, which was composed of the provincial kings 
and nobility, the druids, and the deputies of the 
people. This assembly was called Fes Teambrack. 
Business was preceded by a magnificent entertain- 
ment, which continued for six days, at which the 
monarch presided in regal state. At these meetings 
the records of the kingdom are said to have been 
examined and corrected with the greatest care ; laws 
enacted or repealed, disputes between the provinces 
adjusted^ and great offenders adjudged and punished 
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according to their crimes. With all due allowiance 
for the probably exaggerated praise which has been 
bestowed on a monarch of that rude age, we are dis- 
posed to rank Ollam Fodla amongst the wisest legis- 
lators of ancient times; but his successors, for nearly 
three centuries, do not seem to have profited by his 
example, for of thirty-one monarchs who governed 
Ireland during that long period, only three died 
a natural death. Hugony, sumamed the Great, 
ascended the throne A.M. 3619. He was married 
to a daughter of France, and reigned for thirty 
years, during which he gained many advantages 
over the Picts, and extended his empire to the 
Western Islands. He also compelled the provincial 
kings and grandees to swear allegiance to him and 
the descendants of Heremon, in exclusion of the 
other branches of the Milesian race. 

The annals of Ireland for several centuries after the 
reign of Hugony, abound with narratives of court 
intrigues, having love or ambition for their object; 
relations of military exploits, performed in the con- 
tinual wars waged among the provincial kings, paiti- 
cularly those of Ulster and Comia'ught ; and with 
the fierce contentions arising from the elections of 
the monarchs. The country, however, was blessed 
with comparative tranquillity under Conary the 
Great, who ascended the throne A. M. 3937, and 
enjoyed the regal dignity for the long period of sixty 
years. He is represented as a wise and good mo- 
narch, under whose sway the arts of peace were 
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cultivated, and commerce was greatly extended; yet 
he treated the people of Leinster with unjust seve- 
rity, because his father had been murdered by a 
prince of that country. For the crime of this indivi- 
dual he punished the whole province, by ^exacting a 
con^derable annual fine, to be paid to him and his 
successors for ever. He also annexed the whole 
of Ossory to the province of Munster, his native 
country. Conary perished in the flames of his 
own palace at Tara, which was siuprized and 
set on fire by a desperate band of invaders from 
Wales. 

The reign of Conary was rendered particularly re- 
markable as the period of our Saviour*s incarnation, 
and the dates of the accession of the subsequent 
Irish princes are given from the commencement of 
the Christian era. In A. D. 74, Crimthan L suc- 
ceeded to the throne. He joined the Picfcs against 
the Romans, and after distinguishing himself in 
many battles, returned to Ireland, loaded with spoils 
and trophies of the richest description. He is also 
said to have acquired many military and mechanic 
arts, which tended greatly to advance his people 
both in discipline and civilization. On the death of 
this monarch, an attempt was made by the posterity 
of the Fir-Boigs, or Belgians, to subvert the Mile- 
sian government, after it had existed eleven hundred 
years. They succeeded so far as to place Carbry, 
of that race, on the throne, which he filled till his 
death ; but his son Mpran, with a disinterestedness 

c 
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scarcely to be paralleled, resigned the crown to 
Feredach, the son of Crimthan, of the Milesian 
race, and contented himself with the office of Chief 
Justice, which he executed with an integrity that 
became proverbial. Feredach has obtained the cha- 
racter of a wise and just prince ; but after his death 
contentions again broke out, which terminated in 
the assassination of his successor, and the usurpa- 
tion of the throne by Elim, King of Ulster. How- 
ever, after a lapse of four years, Tuathal, or Toole^ 
the son of the murdered sovereign, arrived from 
Scotland at the head of a numerous army, and was 
elected King at Tara with the most joyful acclama- 
tions. The usurper soon after perished in battle. 

The reign of Tuathal, which continued thirty-four 
years, is stated to have been one of the most pros- 
perous in our annals. At the first general assembly 
which was held at Tara, the succession to the crown 
was recognized in his family, and a tract of land 
was separated from each of the four provinces, 
which met together at a certain place, for the de- 
mesne lands of the crown. Thel^e portions were 
formed into what is now called the county of Meath. 
Tuathal built palaces in each of the provinces, esta- 
blished some important regulations connected with 
the religion and the manners of the people ; and, by 
these means, he introduced a degree of order and 
tranquillity into the country, with which it had been 
hitherto unacquainted. The close of his life [was, 
however, embittered by the perfidious conduct of 
his son-in-law, the King of Leinster^ For this, 

c2 
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Tuathal,! like his predecessor Conary^ took a 
revenge, highly unjustifiable, on the whole pro- 
vince, and which entailed misery on the country 
for many succeeding generations. To appease 
his vengeance, the people of Leinster agreed to 
pay him and his successors, every second year, three 
thousand cows, and as many hogs, sheep, ounces 
of silver, and mantles. This was ever after known 
by the name of the Borome or Leinster tribute. 

The short reigns of Feidlim and Cathir present no 
. incident worthy of notice^ but under the govern- 
ment of Conn (sumamed of the hundred battles), 
the country was much agitated by intestine commo- 
tions. He ascended the throne, A. D. 177, and after 
vanquishing the King of Leinster, he joined Angus, 
King of Munster, who was of the Degad family,* 
with a large army, against Eugene, a prince of the 
line of Heber, who had driven Angus from the go- 
vernment of that province. After various successes. 
Conn obliged Eugene to quit the kingdom and fly 
into Spain, from whence he speedily returned with 
a powerful army, and not only recovered Munster, 
but compelled Conn to a division of Ireland, known 
in after ages by the name of Leath-Conn and Leath- 
Mogha. But in less than a year from this event, 
Eugene, with his Spanish auxiliaries, was surprised 
by the Irish monarch, and put to the sword ; Conn 
himself was soon after assassinated, at the instigation 

* This family was descended from aa illegitimate son of 
Angus II. Monarch of Ireland. 
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of the Kipg of Ulster. He was succeeded by hSs 
i9on-in-law Coaary II. of the Degad family^ who 
took ample vengeance on the people of Ulster, and 
iraised a prince of his own family to the sovereignty 
of that province. Having, after a short reign, met 
, the fate of his predecessor, the throne was occu- 
pied by Arthur, the son of Conn, who reigned for 
thirty years in the midst of family dissensions which 
proved highly injurious to the state. Olliol Olom, 
the son of Eugene, who had fallen by the sword of 
, Conn, now occupied the throne of Munster ; and 
hy one of those unnatural alliances which we some- 
times meet in the history of nations, had married 
the daughter of the destroyer of his father, and the 
sister of the reigning monarch. Mac Conn, the 
Chief Justice of Munster, having been banished by 
Olliol Olom, returned in a hostile manner, accom- 
panied by Bein-Brit, a prince of Wales, with a nu- 
merous army of various nations. Having disem- 
barked, they summoned King Arthur to resign the 
government, or decide the quarrel in the field. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody battle ensued, 
in which Arthur, the King of Connaught, and seven 
sons of Olliol Olom lost their lives. Mac Conn now 
took possession of the vacant crown, which he en- 
joyed but three years, having been assassinated by 
the contrivance of Cormac, the son of Arthur, who, 
after a successful struggle with the King of Ulster, 
whom he slew in battle, mounted the throne A. D. 
2&4. 
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Cormac swayed the sceptre for twenty-five years, 
and is represented in the Irish chronicles as a prince 
of consummate wisdom and prudence, who brought 
about various changes in the laws and customs of 
his country, of the most beneficial nature. The most 
splendid descriptions are given of the style in which 
he supported the regal dignity. His palaces are said to 
have glittered with gold and silver, while his person 
was guarded by bands of the most distinguished he- 
roes. For the improvement of the rising generation, 
he established schools for instruction in every branch 
of useful knowledge ; and firom his principal coU 
lege emanated * the Psalter of Tara,* in which 
all the important records of the country were 
collected. His lovje of domestic grandeur and pros- 
perity is said, however, not to have diminished his 
ardour for military glory. He sent a numerous fleet 
to the coast of North Britain, which gained som^ 
successes in that quarter ; and he gave the army of 
Munster many signal overthrows. But the close of 
his reign was marked by misfortunes of various 
kinds. Instigated by a wicked minister, he made 
war upon the King of Munster, because he had re- 
fused the payment of an unjust tribute. Being totally 
defeated by the Momonians, Cormac was forced to 
sign degrading terms of peace ; and this event was 
speedily followed by a domestic rebellion, in which 
the Irish monarch lost a son, and had one of his own 
eyes put out. As this blemish rendered him, ijj 
those days, incapable of wearing the crown, he 



Digitized by 



Google 



23 PRELIMINARY VIEW. 

resigned it to his son, Carbry TI. and spent the re- 
mainder of his life in honorable privacy, during 
which he is said to have written " A Book of Advice 
for Kmgs," for the use of his successor. He is also 
stated, by some of our writers, to have strenuously 
opposed the idolatrous superstitions of the Druids ; 
and his example is supposed to have facilitated the 
subsequent propagation of Christianity. It was in 
the reign of Cormac that the Irish militia, under 
Finn Mac Coinhall, acquired such celebrity, and 
formed the ground- work for many an heroic poem 
by the bards of aftertimes. Finn, who was mar- 
ried to a daughter of Cormac, had the command of 
the Irish standing army, consisting in time of peace 
of nine thousand men, and amounting, during war 
or insurrection, to twenty-one thousand.^ 

* The qualifications necessary to gain admittance into this 
band of-heroes were, according to our native historians, quite 
in accordance with the marvellous exploits which have been 
attributed to the soldiers of Finn Mac Comhall. Every can- 
didate should possess a poetical genius-^ he should defend 
himself unhurt against the javelins of nine soldiers—- he should 
run through a wood pursued by a company of the militia 
without being overtaken — leap over a tree as high as his fore- 
head, and stoop easily under another as low as his knees. If 
thus qualified, he should take an oath of allegiance to the 
king and the commander-in-chief, and subscribe the following 
articles : that he would never marry a woman for her portion 
— ^never offer violence to any woman — ^never turn his back to 
nine men of any other nation — and that he would be charita- 
ble to the poor ! They had subsistence allowed them only in 
the winter half year. In the summer months they were en< 
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Carbry II. reigned with great honour for seven* 
teen years, and then lost his life in a battle with the 
King of Munster and Ossian, the son of Finn Mac 
Oomhall. The reign of Fiadra II. and Muredach 
were marked by civil dissensions, which ended in 
the destruction of the King of Ulster and his cele- 
brated palace of Eamania, which had subsisted 
almost seven hundred years. Muredach fell in bat- 
tle by the hands of Colbach, and his death was 
avenged by Achy Moimedin, his son, who was the 
father of the celebrated Niall of the Nine Hostages, 
who as^;ended the throne A. D. 379. This prince, 
thirsting for military renown, went to Scotland with 
a numerous army, to assist his brethren the Dalri- 
ada, against the Picts; and after devastating the 
country of South Britain, and transporting his forces 
thence into Armorica, or Britanny, in France, he 
brought away much plunder and many prisoners, 
amongst whom is said to have been St. Patrick, 
then sixteen years of age. Encouraged by his first 
success, Niall undertook another expedition to 
France in conjunction with his Scottish allies. But 
his absence occasioned dissensions at home of the 
most serious nature, which ended in the death of the 
Monarch, who was treacherously shot with an ar- 
row by a prince of Leinster, while reposing on the 

camped in the fields^ and supported themselves by himting 
and fishing. The husbandman still pretends to discover marks 
of their fires^ and when the plough turns up any black burnt 
earib, it is called Fulacki Fmm. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 PRELOHINART VIEW. 

banks of the Loire, Dathy, his successor, pui*siied 
the conquests of Niall, till he was killed by light* 
ning at the foot of the Alps. 

The succeecling reign of Logarry II. the son of 
Niall, may be considered truly memorable, as the 
period when, according to the generally received 
opinion, Christianity was established in Ireland, 
A, D. 430; though it is acknowledged^ that efforts 
for that purpose had been previously made. But of 
this we shall speak more at large when we come to 
treat of the subject of religicm. It does not, how- 
ever, appear, tliat thq reception of the peaceable 
religion of Christ abated the desire of military glory 
wWch actuated the Irish monarch and his sub- 
jects. Logany having joined the Picts, with a 
powerful army, broke down the wall of Severus in 
various places, and laid the Britons under tribute. 
The reign of his successor, Oliol Molt, was only me- 
morable for a fierce contes* with the King of Leins-^ 
ter respectingtheBoromean tribute; and after go* 
veming twenty years, he fell in battle with Lugad II. 
grandson to Niall the Great, in whose family the 
crown continued from this period, with few interriq)- 
tions, until the dissolution of the monarchy. 

The annals of the sixth and seventh centuries pre* 
feentlis, through nineteen reigns, with little-else than 
a frightful picture of intestine war, intermixed with 
legendary tales of saints, the foundations of coDeges, 
abbeys and monasteries, and the progress of learn- 
ing, which is said to havebeen so a?api<)> db^ Hug^I. 
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was forced to adopt strong measures to diminish 

the number of the bards, who were now stated to 

include a third part of the male population. This 

monarch summoned a convention of his principal 

nobility and clergy at Dromore, in order to reform 

several abuses which had cr^t into the government. 

This assembly, we are told, continued its sittings for 

thirteen months, and enacted many salutary laws, 

particularly restricting the number, and regulating 

the duties of the bards or poets; and it was rendered 

particularly memorable by a serious dispute between 

the Irish Monarch and Colum-Cill, the Abbot of 

lona, which evinced the authority which the clergy 

had already begun to assume in national affairs. — 

From the death of Hugh, who was slain in battle 

with the King of Leinster, our history furnishes, 

during the two next centuries, little variety to dispel 

the gloom occasioned by the perusal of predatory 

inroads by the English, the Welsh, and the Picts — 

sanguinary intestine divisions, occasioned chiefly by 

that nev^r-faiKng source of contention the Boromean 

tribute, and the rapid succession of twenty-three 

monarchs, twenty of whom perished by violent 

deaths. 

But towards the close of the eighth century, a 
new era of suffering opened upon this unfortunate 
country, in comparison to which all its former ca- 
lamities sink into insignificance. We allude to the 
invasion c^ the Danes, or Oslmen, who commenced 
Unek cmel inroads m the r^gn of Dcmogh. "Die 
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sovereign power of Ireland was^ at this time^ en- 
joyed in succession by two branches of what was 
called the Hy-Niall race, the northern house of 
Tirone, and the southern or Clan-Colman, settled in 
Meath. The power of the monarchy was now greatly- 
enfeebled, and -the subordinate dynasties factious and 
assuming. The first attempts of the northern bar- 
barians seemed to have only plunder for their object, 
and they were repelled with little difficulty by the 
provincial chieftains. But these attacks being made 
on different points at once, while the natives were 
prevented from assisting each other by their mutual 
jealousies, succeeding efforts of the enemy proved 
more successful. The first formidable invasion of 
the Danes is said to have occurred in the second 
year of Hugh V. A.D. 799, when they arrived on 
the western coast of Munster with fifty sail of ships; 
but soon after they disembarked they were com- 
pletely routed by the King of that province, ynth 
the loss of four hundred men. Another body land- 
ed at the same time in Ulster, where they^ destroyed 
the Abbey of Bangor, and put all the monks to 
death ; but before they could escape with their rich 
booty, they were attacked by the King of Ulster, 
who killed twelve hundred of them. A third dis- 
embarkation was effected on the coast of Leinster, 
and, encouraged by the panic evinced by the inha- 
bitants, they penetrated a considerable wiay into the. 
country J but the people of Leinster and Munster 
uniting upon this occasion, assailed the invadera 
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with such determined valour, that they put seven- 
teen hundred of them to the sword, and forced the 
remainder to abandon their ill-gotten booty. 

Undismayed by these reverses, the northern rov- 
ers continued their petty inroads, while the Irish, 
instead of uniting for mutual defence, were conti- 
nually weakening the national strength by intestine 
wars. By degrees the invaders obtained some small 
settlements in the country ; and in the year 816, 
they arrived with such a force as in the end proved 
irresistible. This new horde was commanded by 
Turgesius or Thorgils, son of Harold Harfager, King 
of Norway. He divided his army into various bo- 
dies, which carried desolation and death through 
the entire northern half of the island; while his fleet, 
in three squadrons, ravaged the coast. Neither age, 
sex, nor condition was spared. Many of the priests 
and monks fell by the hands of these savages, and 
Turgesius took up his residence in the episcopal pa- 
lace of Armagh, from whence he expelled the bishop 
and all his clergy. 

While a barbarous enemy was thus caiTying fire 
and sword throughout the country, the monarch 
Hugh was waging war with his own subjects, and 
perished in batfle. His successor Connor pursued 
the same fatal course, and at the very time when 
the Danes were making rapid strides over the island, 
he carried on an unsuccessful war with the King of 
Ulster, the various factions alternately seeking the 
assistance of the . common enemy in their deadly 
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feuds. After a sanguinaiy victory over the Leinster 
forces, the northern barbarians renewed their devas- 
tations with increased violence. Churches and re* 
ligious houses became the particular objects of their 
fury. The consecrated vessels and every other 
article of value were seized, the clergy put to death 
or expelled, and the colleges at Armagh, Lismore, 
Clonard, and Cashell, with a number of inferior 
academies were totally destroyed. The monarch 
Connor made some fruitless attempts to rescue his 
country from the miseries by which it was op- 
pressed, but mental anguish and bodily fatigue 
brought him to a premature grave in the fourteenth 
year of his reign. His successor was Niall III. 
who for some time, like his predecessors, appeared 
more anxious to weaken the power of the Eang of 
Leinster than to take any steps against the foreign 
enemy. During this period firesh hordes of invaders 
of a (H^rent nation from the former arrived in the 
rivers Boyne and liSky* The rapid progress of 
these new comers, who quickly overran the county 
of Dublin with fire and sword, alarmed Turgesius, 
and collecting his forces from all quarters, he re- 

* The invaders of Ireland in the ninth century consisted <^ 
a mixed crew of Danes, Frisians, Norwegians, Swedes and 
Livonians. The ancient Irish distinguished them into two 
septs from die colour of their hair, one being called Fian-Gail, 
or Fin^Gmi, the White Strangers, and the other Dubh-Gaii, the 
Black Strangers. Fingal is supposed to have been settled by 
the former^ and Donegal by the latter. 
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solved to torn his arms against tiiem. A battle 
ensued, in which Turgesius proved victorious, and 
thus acquired additional strength for rivetting his 
yoke on the neck of the unfortunate natives. This 
he now undertook to accomplish in the niost syste* 
matic manner, commencing by the erection of forti- 
fications for the security of his conquests. The 
ruins of many of these remain to the present, and 
still retain the names of Danish Raths or Mounts. 
The natives were at length aroused from the fatal 
apathy which had seized them, by these undoubted 
symptoms of the enemy's resolution to make a per- 
manent settiement in Ireland, and for some time 
their valorous efforts were crowned with success. 
Melachlin or Malachy, King of Meath, routed their 
main body vrith the loss of seven hundred men and 
one of their principal generals ; while another victory 
crowned the arms of the united forces of Munster 
and Leinster, in which Tomair, the Prince Royal of 
Denmark, with twelve hundred of his troops, is 
said to have perished. The prevalence of faction, 
however, still prevented that union which was abso- 
lutely necessary for the complete deliverance of the 
country; and the arrival of speedy reinforcements 
not only re-established, but augmented the strength 
of Turgesius, who, having taken the city of Dublin 
by storm, A. D. 838, built a castle in it, from whence 
he spread his ravages through all the sun*ouiiding 
country. 

Niall III. having at length terminated his disputes 
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with the promceof Leinster, commenced operations 
against the common enemy, with a vigour that 
afforded sanguine hopes of final success. Having 
overthrown the barbarians in a pitched battle, in 
Tirconnell, he marched against their head-quarters 
at Armagh. Another army which, opposed his ad- 
vance was defeated with great slaughter, and the 
victorious Niall pursued the fugitives towards their 
fortifications on the banks of the river Callain, which 
was at this time greatly swollen by incessant raias. 
As this circumstanqe interrupted the advance of the 
Irish army to Armagh, Niall ordered one of his war- 
riors to attempt the ford on horseback ; but he was 
quickly overwhelmed by the impetuosity of the tor- 
rent. The generous and intrepid monarch calling 
on his guard in vain, to make some effort for . tlie 
preservation of their perishing comrade, dashed for- 
ward himself to the brink, of the river, where the 
ground . being underqiined by the violence of the 
flood,, sank beneath the feet of his .horse, and the 
heroic king being precipitated into the river, shared 
the fate of the hapless object of his commiseration.^ 

* Mr. Stuart, in his very valuable and interesting History of 
Armagh, states that many curious vestiges of this battle have 
been found in that neighbourhood. Visible traces of NialPs 
tumulus are yet to be discovered on the margin of the river. 
In the year 1798 four brazen trumpets of a gold colour were 
found in boggy land near Loughnashade, one of which is in 
the possession of Mr. Pooler of that place, a second was pre- 
sented to lieut. Gen. A. Campbell, and a third to Col. Hall of 



Digitized by 



Google 



f»OLinCAL AND CTVIL mSTORT. 31 

After the death of Niall, which occurred in the 
year 846, Malachy, King of Meath, was elected 
Monarch of Ireland ; while on the other hand Tur- 
gesius is said to have usurped the sovereignty, and 
been proclaimed Kjng of Irel^d by his own country- 
men. To support his assumed authority he received 
a vast augmentation of forces from- the North of 
Europe, with which he commenced a course of ope- 
rations that evinced his firm determination to over- 
turn the religion, laws, and liberties of the Irish, by 
methods the most revolting to humanity. In every 
direction the country was desolated by fire and 
sword, and the unfortunate inhabitants were com- 
pelled to fly from instant death into their woods and 
fastnesses, where thousands of them perished with 
cold and famine. Others, wearied with being the 
victims not only of their barbarous invaders, but of 

Annagh. Human skulls and bones were met near the trum- 
pets^ in a state of high preservation/ which, is attributable to 
the anti-septic quality of the bog. One of these skulls, in the 
possession of Doctor Simpson, was found to be separable into 
distinct laminas, exceedingly thin, remarkably smooth, and 
retaining, like parchment, the impression of ink made with a 
pen. Some of the townlands in this neighbourhood are sup- 
posed to have derived their names from this great battle ; as 
Bally-ra^, " Battle' s-town," Drutncooie, or Druimcode, ''the 
Ridge of Victory." A chain of fortifications seem to have 
extended through the whole district, of which Dunnathan (now 
called Navan), signifying *' the Noble Fortress," appears to 
have had the pre-enrinence. — S/tw/'* ArtM^h^ Appendix^ 
No. 11. . 
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their own fiictious lords^ submitted in despair to the 
iron yoke of the foreigner, who now contrived by 
every art to extinguish the last spark of indepen- 
dence in their breasts. He placed every cantred of 
land under the jurisdiction of one of his chieftains, 
and over every seigniory he appointed a captain of 
war. ' Inferior officers presided over the villages, 
and his soldiers were masters of every house in which 
they were quartered. If the unhappy owners pre- 
sumed to conceal their cattle, or secrete any food 
from these voracious monsters, they were fettered 
and imprisoned ; nor were they allowed the right of 
property in their wives and children, which has been 
held sacred by the most savage nations. All were 
at the mercy of their cruel and libidinous oppressors. 
And with such hellish brutality did the monster seek 
to outrage those feelings to which Irishmen were 
ever most alive, that he proceeded to. enact a law, 
by which every bride was compelled to lie the first 
night after her marriage with the captain of the dis- 
trict in which she lived, unless he chose to accept a 
certain sum of money in lieu of her compliance. 
Besides these domestic calamities, the unhappy na- 
tives were subjected to others of a little less aggra- 
vated nature. Every master of a family was obliged 
to pay annually into the tyrant's treasury an ounce 
of gold (a great sum at that period); in failure of 
which his nose was publicly cut off; hence this tax 
was denominated the nose-rent. The natives of 
every rank were prohibited from wearing any clothes 
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wealing any clothes but what their despotic masters 
prescribed ; they were forbidden to make any public 
eutertainments, or to use hospitality among each 
other— to exercise themselves in any feats of activity^ 
or in martial sports — to enter any school, monastery, 
er church -, or to employ any clergyman, lawyer, 
bar4» or lartist of any kind. Every church or mo- 
^ nastery that was not devoted to the flames, was 
placed at the disposal of the pagan priests, who ac- 
companied this savage army, and these edifices now 
resounded with the praises of Odin, Thor, and Friga. 
In fine, every quarter of the island in which the au- 
thority of Turgesius predominated, presented scenes 
of carnage and desolation of so dreadful a descrip- 
tion, that we would be induced to consider the rela- 
tions of our native writers m^ch exaggerated, were 
they not fully confirmed by the sufferings of the 
English, about the same period, under the tyranny 
of the Danes in that country. 

During this scene of horror, the rage of the con- 
queror was particularly directed against every semi- 
nary and monument of learning. Such of the 
clergy as escaped the sword fled to foreign countries, 
or sought refuge in woods and subterraneous caves, 
where th^y lurked about for years, a prey to- every 
misery i^iid privation, till deaJth relieved them from 
their suflerings. This excess of tjrranny, at 
leaigth, aroused the Irish chieftains to a sense of 
flieir iblly in weakening their strength by domestic 
feuds, while their country was gradually sinking 
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imder the cruel yoke of a foreign despot. An as 
sembly was convened at Armagh in the year 849, at 
which the Monarch Malachy, the King of Ulster, 
and other chieftains, resolved to commence vigorous 
measures against the common enemy, and some 
success attended their efforts in Meath, and at Ard- 
braccan ; but the Danes having received reinforce- 
ments in the following year, marched once more 
against Armagh, which they took by storm. The 
power of Turgesius seemed now more firmly fixed 
than ever, and Malachy, whom he only acknow- 
ledged as King of Meath, was forced to become his 
tributary and vassal. 

But what Malachy was unable to eflfect by force 
of arms, he accomplished by an artifice, which has 
been depicted by our annalists in a manner that 
developes, in the most hideous colours, the character 
of Turgesius ; and will cause the latest posterity to 
rejoice at the justly deserved punishment of this 
brutal tyrant. The circranstances of his fall, when 
istripped of those embellishments with which they 
have been enveloped, appear as follow : — Turgesius, 
after his late success, had fixed his residence in 
the neighbourhood of Malachy, whom he con- 
descended to honor with fi^equent visits. In- 
flamed with a licentious passion for the daughter of 
the King, a princess of great beauty and accomplish- 
ments, he demanded her as a concubine. The un- 
happy sovereign, dissembling the indignation which 
hfe firft, not only appeared to be honored by the 
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proposal ; but, as if anxious to gratify the passions 
of the tyrant to their fullest extent, he added, that 
she should repair to his residence privately, on a 
certain night, accompanied by fifteen of the most 
beautiful ladies of his court, which would probably 
make her less reluctant to leave her father's palace. 
Malachy now concerted a plan, which, if it failed, 
could add very little to the misery of his condition ; 
but if it proved successful, would rid his country <rf 
the greatest scourge with which it had ever been 
oppressed. He communicated his scheme to fifteen 
young men of distinguished valop, on whom he 
could depend. On the appointed night they at- 
tended the princess, attired as young ladies, each 
armed with a short sword under his robe. Malachy 
gave them directions how to act, assuring them that 
he would follow with his guard at a short distance, to 
second their efforts. Turgesius, in the mean time, 
had apprised fifteen of his chosen chieftains of his 
intrigue with the princess of Meath, and proposed to 
share with them the spoil of youth and beauty by 
which she was to be accompanied. They waited 
with impatience the arrival of the princess and her 
retinue, which being at length announced, they ad- 
vanced with eagerness, and unarmed, to the banquet- 
ting room to receive them. The Irish youths, faith- 
ful to their instructions, seized the opportune mo- 
ment, and drawing their swords put every one of 
the chieftains to death, except the tyrant himself, 
whom they bound with cords which ;^ they had 

d2 
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brought for that purpose. A signal being Cheli 
given from the window, Malachy broke into the fort, 
sword in hmid, and after putting the whole garrison 
to death, Tnrgesius was led away loaded with irons, 
and thrown into prison. Intelligence of this happy- 
event now spread with rapiditj through the island, 
and every where the natives rose upon their cruel 
oppressors with a fury that proved irresistible. — 
Their principal nobility, with thousands of the sol- 
diers, were slaughtered without mercy ; their towns 
and forts were stormed and demolished; and thetyraixt 
himself was drawn in chains to Lough Adnnin, in 
which he vras drowned in ttie jpresence <>{ a multi- 
tude of rejoicing spectators. Many of the Danes 
escaped to their ships, and the remnant, being dis- 
anned, were received to mercy by the Irish princes. 
After this happy revolution, Malachy assumed the 
.reins of government, and assembled a convention, 
at which the provincial kings and other chieftains 
Svere restored to their respective jurisdictions j and 
there was some reason to hope, that the Irish would 
learn wisdom from past experience, by studying the 
arts of peace at home, extending their foreign com- 
merce, and securing their country by all practicable 
means^ against future invasions. But they sooii 
evinced the same unfortunate propensity to civil dis- 
sensions 5 while their sea-ports, the great outworks 
of the nation, were neglected, or entrusted to the 
guardianship of the remnant of their vanquished 
enemies. This apathy inspired the Norwegians with 
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hop^s^ that they would Bjgjm obtain a settlemeat m 
an inland with whose riches and fertility t)iey had 
become so well acquainted ; but despairing of elSeet- 
ing their object by violence, they proposed ^ peacer 
able system of traffic, which should prove mutually 
advantageous. The Irish having, during their for* 
mer residence among them, acquired some relish for 
foreign luxuries^ were not disinclined to this propo* 
sal; and with an infatusution which cannoj; he ac- 
counted for, when we consider what they so recently 
suffered, they permitted a fresh Norwegian colony, 
under Ameknus, Sitricus, and Ivorus, three of their 
best generals, to occupy the important cities of Dub- 
lin^ Waterford, and Idmerick, wit^ other maritime 
places. They gradually acquired strength by fresh 
veinforcements, and the reign of Hugh VI. which 
commenced in 863, proved a scene of sanguinaiy 
warfare; but it appears to have terminated in a com- 
plete overthrow of the foreigners, for during, the 
long rdg^ of his successor. Flan, we read only of 
civil dissensions among the native princes. Flaa 
commenced bis career by ravaging Munster, of 
which the cdebrated Cormac Mac-Guillenan was 
then King, as well as Archbishop of Cashel. A 
term of tranquillity ensued, in which many 
churches and abbies were re-built, and the 
schools of learning again opened. This has been 
chiefly attributed to the piety and abilities of Cot* 
mac; hx^ whateyer may have t)een the cause of 
iim happy idiange^ it was of i^rt djoration^ for 
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Coimac was forced, by the furious ambition of Fla- 
herty, the Abbot of Inniscathyy into imprudent hos- 
tilities with the Monarch Flan, and Carol, King of 
Leinster, in which }ie lost his life.^ 

Flan, soon after this event, terminated a reign of 
thirty-seven years by a natural death. The Danes, 
encouraged by the recent dissensions, again invaded 
the country under Sitricus, took the city of Dublin 
by storm, and slew Niall the Fourth in battle in the 
year 919. To him succeeded Donogh H. a man 
wholly unequal to the important duties which the 
present crisis required. Ceallachan, the warlike 
Kling of Munster, was, at this period, engaged in 
bravely defending his territories against the Danes, 
whom, with the assistance of the famous corps of 
Dalgais, under Cineidi or Kennedy, he is said to 
have defeated in fourteen pitched battles. Unable 
any longer to cope with the Munster King in the 
field, the crafty Sitricus sought to ruin him by a 
stratagem, the .circumstances of which are minutely 
detailed by most of our annalists. He knew that 
Ceallachanovas deeply in love with his sister Bevina, 
who, with the wife, of Sitricus, had once been his 
prisoner in Waterford ; and he now offered her in 
marriage to the Sovereign of Munster, as a pledge of 

* Cormac left valuable legacies to the abbies and religious 
houses at Ardfinnan, Lismore, Cashel, Emly, Glendaloch, 
Kildare^ Inniscathy, M ountgarret^ and Ardmagh. The Royal 
Psalter^ which preserved, he said, the ancient records of his 
native country, he left to Cashel, where he built the cathedral. 
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his perpetual friendship and alliance. Kennedy, in 
vain, represented that a snare was laid for his master, 
who resolved to proceed to Dublin under a guard 
of eighty chosen warriors, while his army was or- 
dered to be in readiness to rescue him, if he should 
discover any appearance of treacheiy. 

Sitricus, at this time, kept his court in Dublin, 
whither Ceallachan repaired ; but on his arrival at 
Kalmainham, he was suddenly surrounded by an 
overwhelming armed force, headed by the Danish 
prince; and after a desperate conflict, in which near« 
ly all his retinue perished, the King of Munster and 
Dimchan, the son of Kennedy, were made prisoners. 
The perfidious Sitricus immediately transmitted the 
victimsofhistreacheryto Armagh, where he possessed 
a considerable force. The brave and prudent Ken- 
nedy, who had been appointed Regent of Munster 
during the absence of the King, took immediate 
steps for the deliverance of his sovereign ; and while 
he despatched a fleet to Ulster, under Failbhe Fion, 
Prince of Desmond, he ordered Donogh Mac CeefFe, 
chieftain of Fermoy, to march with a considerable 
force of the Dalgais, and other provincial troops, to- 
wards Armagh, through Connaught. Sitricus, on 
hearing of the advance of the Momonian army, lefl a 
strong garrison in Armagh, and marched with his 
main force to Dundalk, where his fleet lay, and hurry- 
ing Ceallachan and Dunchan on board a ship^ bound 
them to the mast. In the mean time the Momonians 
took Armagh by storm, put the whole garri- 
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«6n to the sword, and then marched for Dundalk. 
Alarmed at this intelligence, Sitricus determmed to 
set sail with his captives ; but before he could aceom- 
plish his intention, his ships were furiously ass^Ied 
by the Munster fleet under Failbhe PicMi. After a 
desperate conflict, King Ceallachan was liberated ; 
but his freedom was dearly purchased by the death 
of the brave admiral. Fiongall, his successor, find^ 
ing himself hardly pressed by the enemy, lA said to 
have rushed impetuously forward, seized Ktricus in 
his arms, and jumped with him into the sea, where 
they both perished. Tor atnd Magnus, two brothers 
of Sitricus, met a similar fate, and the Danish fleet 
was totally annihilated. 

Ceallachan now led his victorious troops back to 
Munster, where he took signal venj^ance on the 
enemy who still remained in that province, and ter* 
inlnated his reign in tranquillity. His successor Was 
assassinated aftef a short reign of two years j upon 
which Mahon, the son 6{ Kennedy, was called to 
the crown of Munster, who conferred the command 
of the Momonian army on his brother, the celebrated 
Brian Boiromhe. His reign was a continual strug- 
gle with the foreign enemy, who, notwithstanding 
their losses, were still enabled by powerful reinforce- 
ments to maintain a footing in the country. During 
these important transactions, the Monarch Donogh 
is said, not only to have led a life of inglorious ease, 
but to have basely cofcftiived at the treacheiy of 
Sitricus, tri the year 944 he was succeeded by 



Digitized by 



Google 



POLITICAL AND CIVIL HISTTORT. 41 

CoDgaitt II. a prince of a very different character, who 
raiited the Danes at the battle of Mnne-^Bregan, with 
the losB of seven thousand men. He perished, 
after a reign of twelve years, near Armagh, while as-* 
serting the cause of his country against the invaders 
and the troops of Leinster, who had formed an unna- 
tural alliance with them. The Danes, we are told, 
embraced Christianity about this period ; but this 
change of religion does not appear to have inspired 
them with sentiments of greater justice and humanity 
towards a country, to which they had for so long a 
period been th^authors of such cruel calamities. 

Mahon, the warlike Kingof Munster, having been 
treacherously murdered, the celebrated Brian Boi- 
somhe ascended the throne of that province, about 
the middle of the tenth century. He commenced his 
vigorous reign by punishing the murderers of his 
brother, and then turned his arms against the Danes 
and thdr Irish allies, the chieftains of the Deisies and 
Oneachach; and after defeating them with great 
slaughter, he took and destroyed the city of Waterford. 
lEs fame being now established all over the ii^and]^ 
he demanded that the southern half of it, called 
Leath-Modha, should swear allegiance to him, and 
pay him tribute s but the Irish and Danes of Leins- 
t^ imiting in resisting this claim, Bri^am marched into 
that jwovince, defeated thdar united army with^flie 
loss of five thousand men, pursued ^em to Dublin, 
aid cOD^lled them to submit. The Bang of Ills- 
t^ gained some itaportaiA successes at the sam« 
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time ; but the want of union still prevented these 
victories from leading to any decisive results ^ and 
the Supreme Monarch, Donald IV. after an unim* 
portant reign of twenty-four years, retired to a con- 
vent at Armagh. He was succeeded by Malachy II. 
A.D. 980. 

The new Monarch, at first, manifested symptoms 
of a .vigorous and heroic character. This opinion 
was confirmed by his victory gained over the Danes 
at Tara, and the subsequent siege of Dublin, which 
he carried by assault^ in conjunction with the Eang 
of Ulster, and liberated the Sovereign of Leinster, 
who had been for a long period in a state of confine- 
ment in that city. By this event the enemy were 
forced to abandon a great portion of their conquests^ 
and to submit to the payment of a large tribute. — 
But they only observed the treaty till they had re- 
cruited their strength ^ when fresh rencounters took 
place, in one of which Majachy is said to have de- 
feated two of their champions in single combat. — 
These promising beginnings were quickly beclouded 
by the Monarch's propensity to a life of pleasure, 
which excited such .a general (disgust throughout the 
island, that the people began to entertain serious de- 
signs of deposing him, and elevating the heroic King 
of Munster to the supreme monarchy, though he was 
of the Heberian line. On this important subject the 
leading men of Munster and Connaught deliberated ; 
and. as it appeared to them, ^that Brian alone was 
equal to the task of freeing the country from its fo- 
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reign^ oppressors, they sent ambassadors of distin^ 
guished rank to Malachy, to request with mildness, 
and yet with firmness, that he would resign the 
crown of Ireland to Brian, who knew so well how to 
defend it with honor to himself and happiness to his 
people. These proposals being rejected with indig- 
nation, Brian determined to support his claims on the 
sovereignty by a formidable army, and at the head 
of his veteran Dalgais he marched towards Tara, the 
royal residence, his advance being preceded by a 
herald, who demanded the resignation of the mo- 
narchy. » 

Malachy finding himself wholly unprepared for 
resistance, appealed to the generosity of his adver- 
sary, who, in strict accordance with the spirit of 
chivalry, granted him a month to collect his forces 
and accept his challenge. In the meantime, the Mo- 
narch despatched mesisengers to the Kings of Ulster 
and Connaught, and all the vassal princes of Leath* 
Conn, the northern half of the island^ to implore 
their assistance in defence of a sovereign, whose an- 
cestors had filled the throne of Ireland for many 
ages. The general reply of his vassals and allies was 
filled with reproaches, and concluded by saying, 
that as he was unable to decide the dispute by force 
of arms, nothing remained for him but to submit to 
the terms of the King of Munster. Finding himself 
thus completely forsaken, Malachy was forced to 
yield to this advice ^ and repairing with twelve hund- 
red horsemen to the camp of Tara, he resigned his 
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crown to Brian, declarmg, at the same time^ that it 
was absolute necessity, and not want of cburage^ 
that had forced him to this degrading act. Brian 
was immediately proclaimed Supreme Monarch of 
Ireland, A. D. 1002, and this extraordinary revo- 
lution was effected without shedding a drop of blood. 
The new sovereign permitted Malachy to retain his 
ancient inheritance, the kingdom of Meath, and 
made him many valuable presents. Brian was in 
his seventy-sixth year when he ascended the Irish 
throne, yet he evinced all the fire and activity of 
youth; and having subjugated, by his valour, all his 
foreign and domestic enemies, he now proceeded 
with vigour to the more arduous attempt of healing 
those wounds, which his country had suffered from 
its l<»)g intestine divisions, and the miseries attendant 
on the incessant incursions of the northern barbari- 
sns for more than two centuries. After making all 
due allowance for the exaggerated praises which our 
chronicles have lavished on this distinguished Mo- 
narch, all his actions yrove him to have been a sagaci- 
ous, munificent, and valiant prince, in whose short 
reign of twelve years, Ireland advanced more in the arts 
of peace and civilization, than during many preced- 
ing centuries. Brian commenced the great work of 
mdioration by confirmmg the petty princes and chief- 
tains in all their ancient privileges, and thus attach- 
ing them to the interests of his gov^wnent His 
next object was to repair ihe injuries whidi religion 
had sufifered in tim Danish war. The eiergy weM 
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iBstored to their baieficei^, and xmmerous churches 
were built or re-^erected — ^the exiled members of the 
colleges were recalled, and again placed in their an*- 
cient seininaHes, while many new ei^blishments of 
this nature were founded, to promote the more gene- 
ral diffosion of useful knowledge. He is reja^ 
sented to have, been equally assiduous in promoting 
ha{qpiness and civilization amongst the inferior classes 
of his subjects-: npon these he bestowed whatever he 
had recovered from the Danes; and while, with 
^dent foresight, he erected many castles and f€frt% 
to secure ias people against the fiiture depredations 
of the ^fofergn eoaemy, he facifitated communication 
between the differetit psnte^the kingdom, by form« 
ing new ^^^ and erecting bridges. He yrad pie^ 
paring to<^own^l hi^ other efibrt& for the proeqpe-* 
rity and happiness of ^s cotmAry^ by building « 
formidable navy to {M^oteCt its coasts from iatuife 
insults, when an unexped)ed ^vent caUed iam o&oa 
more into the field of battle, where he tenxiinated 
his long and useful life by an heroic death. 

Maolmordha Mac Munroch, King of Lemsteur, 
inflamed to vengeance by an insult wluch he suppos- 
ed he had received from Mortogh, the son of Brian, 
while on a visit at the Monarch's court, sought to 
wipe off the disgrace by plunging his native land 
again into all the horrors of a civil war. Reject- 
ing >every attempt to appease his resentment, he 
formed an alliance ynth the Danes, who stiU pos- 
sessed the principal sea-pOrts, and despatched mes- 
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sengera to the King of Denmark, imploring his aid 
against the Monarch, whom he represented as a 
cruel and arbitrary tyrant. The Danish King eager- 
ly accepted the proposal, and despatched twelve 
thousand men to his assistance, who landed safely in 
the port of Dublin. Encouraged by these succours, 
Maolmordha commenced hostilities by ravaging the 
territories of the King of Meath. He then declared 
war against Brian, and challenged him toa battle at 
Clontarf, within two miles of Dublin. The Monarch, 
notwithstanding his advanced age, was not slow to 
accept the challenge. All the troops of Munster and 
Connaught were called out, and they entered with 
eagerness on a service in which the welfare of their 
country was so deeply interested. Many volunteers 
offered their assistance upon this occasion, amongst 
whom was the deposed Monarch Malachy, who, as 
it afterwards appeared, was stimulated by other mo- 
tives than those, of patriotism. 

The command of the Irish army was conferred on 
Mortogh, the eldest son of Brian, who, from his 
thirteenth year, had fought in every battle by the 
side of his father. Yet the aged Monarcli could not 
be restrained from accompanying his forces : and 
when they arrived in presence of the army of Leinster 
and the Danes in the plains of Clontarf, he assisted 
in placing the troops in array. Before the com- 
mencement of this memorable battle, which took 
place on the 23d of April, 1 014, Brian was, with 
difficulty, persuaded to retire to his tent. The 
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trumpets on both sides had no sooner given the 
signal for the charge, than Malachy withdrew his 
forces^ and remained a quiet spectator of the en- 
gagement. Undismayed by this act of treachery, 
Mortogh and the other leaders of the Irish army, 
advanced to the attack with their accustomed valor. 
For some time the Dan* firmly withstood the 
shock, and returned the charge with vigor. The 
Irish, on their paxt, remained immoveable, and their 
ranks were not penetrated in a single instance. 
Renewed attacks on both sides were attended with 
similar results; so that fi-om dawn of day till night 
approached, victory hovered in suspence over the 
hostile standards. But the persevering bravery of 
the Irish army at length prevailed ; the Danish lines 
were broken, and a dreadful carnage ensued, in 
which, besides eight thousand officers and soldiers, 
were included two sons of the King of Denmark, and 
the King of Leinster, who had been the author of 
the war. The victory was, however, dearly pur- 
chased by the Irish army, not only by the loss of 
more than four thousand of their bravest troops, but 
by the death of their venerable and patriotic Mo- 
narch and his heroic son Mortogh. The latter did 
not fall in the heat of battle, but was treacherously 
slain by one of the Danish princes who lay wounded 
on the field, and implbred his assistance, which he 
was about to render, when thein^dious Dane stabb- 
ed him to' the heart. About the same moment the 
aged Monarch fell by the hands of a straggling body 
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of the eaaemy, who, in their flight, i)erceiving the 
King's tent unguarded, entered it, and terminated 
the life of the haro ^ but oot till he had killed one, 
and w(Hinded another of liis assailants. His remains, 
with those of his son Mortogh, Conary, his nephew, 
and Methlm, Prince ci the Deisies, were interred at 
Armagh witii great funeral pomp. 

This victory crushed the power <^ the Danes in 
Ireland. It was, however, .gained at too high a price 5 
for with the death of Brian Boiromhe terminated the 
glory of the Irish Monarchy. His eldest sofi Tetg 
iff said to have lost his life through the machinations 
of his younger brother Donogh, who assumed Uie 
command of the Munster forces, and led them into 
their own country, after encountering much oppo- 
sition from the King of Ossory, and the Eugemap 
Brinoes^ who now deitermined to dispute his succes- 
sion to the ciown of Monster. In the mean Urnit 
the states of the kingdom restored Malachy to the 
supreme sovereignty, notwithstanding his trea^eiy 
at thebatde of Clontaxfg a step 'which could only be 
ju^ified. by their anxiety to prevent any further in- 
trusion of &e provincial kings. Malachy commenced 
faffi new reign by destro3dng Dublin, and putting all 
the Danish inhabitants .to the sword. He then de- 
vastated a great part of Leinster and Ulstei;, for which 
no motive has been assigned except revenge, because 
the inhabitants had not armed in his defence, when 
he was obliged to relinquish the throne. The intes- 
iizie feuds whkh had been restrained by the valor 
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em) pradence of Brian Boiroesih^ now b#oke out 
afresh, and the cemainder of Malachy's reign was a 
continued scene of civil dissension ; for the conflict- 
ing interests of the various provinces, the mutual 
recollection of past injuries, and the ambition of the 
d^9ierent chiefs, rendered these petty states as ini*- 
mical to each other, as if there existed among them 
no common tie of friendship, interest, or nationality, 
Donogh in. the son of Brian, had^ after the battle 
of Clontarf, repaired to Germany,, and commanded 
a chosen corps of tlie Dalgais in the service of the 
£nq)eror. After this he assumed the sovereignly 
of Mnnster; and upon the death of Malacfay, which 
happened A. D. 1022, he again laid claim to the 
throne o[ Ireland, and his authority was acknow- 
ledged at first by the greater part of the kingdom. 
But he found a powerful opponent in Turlogh, the 
son of fads brother Teig, who had been assassinated ; 
and the rights of this young prinee were maintained 
by the King of Leinster at the head of a strong 
party. Fresh contentions followed, aod for the 
space of nearly forty years the Uberties, the lives, and 
properties of. the unfortunate people of Ireland were 
sacrificed to the ambition or vengeance of the op- 
posing factions, until Donogh was obliged to fly 
from hisk country a second time, and take refuge at 
Rome, where he took the habit of a monk, and &- 
nished hb days in the Abbey of St. Stephen. Some 
MstorisoiS' have asserted, that Donogh, upon this 
oqcasion^ laid the crown of Ireland at the feet of 

E 
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his Holiness, and that upon this donation Pope 
Adrian founded his subsequent grant of the kingdom 
to Henry H. of England. 

After the flight of Donogh, Turlogh retained un- 
disturbed possession of the sovereignty, and endea- 
voured, as far as the distracted and impoverished 
state of his country would permit, to govern accord- 
ing to the splendid example of his grandfather 
Brian. Though his authority had not been acknow- 
ledged in the usual form by the States, yet the 
wisdom and justice which marked his conduct secured 
their submission. The fame of this prince has re- 
ceived ample testimony from foreign writers > for in 
a collection of letters of this age published by Arch- 
bishop Usher, we find Lanfranc, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, attributing his elevation to the interpo- 
sition of Providence in favor of the Irish peojde. 

But the unhappy nature of the government ren- 
dered such intervals of prosperity as transient as the 
momentary sunshine, which sometimes intervenes 
between the furious blasts of the hurricane. The 
death of Turlogh in 1094, proved the signal for 
fresh political storms; and two . competitors for the 
vacant throne appeared in Mortogh O'Brian, son of 
the late monarch, and Donald O'Lochlin, of the old 
Heremonian line, who was bead of the Hy-Niall fa- 
mily. The former was acknowledged by the south- 
ern, and the latter by the northern half of the king- 
dom ; and for twenty years the country was devas- 
tated by their fierce contentions, during which Mag- 
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tms. King of Norway, aj^ared on the coast of 
Ulster with a numerous fleet; but the first body of 
his forces which disembarked being cut to pieces by 
the Irish, the Norwegians abandoned the attempt 

Towards the close of diis divided monarchy, the 
proceedings of Turlogh, the young King of Con- 
naught, bogan to excite the apprehensions of both 
parties. M ortogh did not long maintain the contest 
with this new enemy, but relinquishing the cares of 
a troublesome government, he took the habit of a 
monk at Ardmagh ; and the death of Donald, his 
rival, took place in two years after. Turlogh II. 
now assumed the title of Supreme Monarch, A. D. 
1121. His reign, which lasted thirty-five years, was 
a scene of constant warfare, every one of the pro- 
vinces feeling, in their turn, the weight of his power and 
resentment. But he at length met a formidable ri^ 
val in the person of Mortogh 0*Lochlin, prince of the 
northern sept of Hy-Niall, who was aided by the 
remnant of the Ostmen, and the naval power of 
Scotland. Against their united force Turlogh fought 
several battles vfdth various success, till his death 
delivered up to his antagonist the greater part of the 
kingdom. Roderick, the son of the late Monarch, 
resolved, however, to dispute his newly-acquired 
authority; and after ravaging his own territory of 
Tyrone, he made successful incursions both into 
Munster and Leinster. The vigor of Mortogh at 
length compelled Roderick to submission, and put 
him in possession of a throne, which his impetuosity 
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woAtywayiid not afiow liimlong to jretam; for he 
nvrasisbin in haHile with the King of Orgial, who at- 
tacked him on account of his crael and treacherous 
conduct to one of the northern princes. 

Roderick O'OonnQr^ the King of Gonnaught, now 
obtained the undisputed so^eereignty of the isiand ; 
and he, who waa destined to be the last of its native 
princes^ jresohred to adopt all those means which had 
been so long neglected^ for conferring dignity and 
permanence on his government. The states of the 
kingdom wene assembled at Dublin^ in 1166, when 
his cfection and inaagumtion took ^ce, with ail 
those anciant solenmities which had fallen into dis- 
use since the tune of Brian Boiromhe. Subsequeid; 
events proved that the unanimity which prevailed 
upon this occasion was more spedous than real.-*--^ 
Soon after this oeremcmy, Roderick .made ^ progress 
jDound the island, and took hostages from severad of 
the chieftains whom he suspected; but this did noi 
prevent frequent revolts, which were punished with 
severity. In the second year of his re^ he held a 
general assembly of the states at Athboy, in the 
county of Meath, which is represented to have been 
extremely splendid, as, besides the trains of all the 
provincial kings, princes, and prelates, thirteen thoa- 
sand hoirsemen were numbered in the assemblage. 

But this proved the last display of the magnifi- 
cence of the Irish monarchs ; events quickly follow- 
ing, which though at first of apparently (small Jw- 
poFtanee, led eventually to the overthrow of tiie 
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native govemtuent of Ireland^ and rendered ber, to 
Hie present^ an appendage to the British prown. — 
For this gre^it change in the relative situation of our 
island^ the weakness of the monarchy, the turbu- 
lence of factions, and the ravages of foreign enemies 
had for centurieo been paving the way. The colli- 
sion of interests occasioned by tbe elective nature of 
the supreoie government, and the perpetual broils 
engender<ed by the partition of the country amongst 
petty chieftains, left Ireland an easy prey to any 
adventure who had force and valour to under- 
take its conquest. That England had not before 
made the attempt, may be attributed to her own 
weakness while uoder the Heptarchy ; but a period 
had now arrived, which seem/ed qaost favorable 
to the effort The civil distractions which were 
caused in that country by the Norman cofK^viest had 
subsided, and Henry 11. held the entire sovereignty 
by an uadisputed title. Daring the two or three 
preceding centuries, the English) by their ino'eas- 
ing intercourse with the natives of this country, 
became moi:e acquainted with the value of the islai^i, 
and their cupidity to obtain possession of it was 
proporti<Maab]y increased. The Irish chieftains who 
frequently engaged in the contests in Wales, wd 
those who accompanied the sons of Harold into 
En^and in their futiJie attempt to overthrow the go- 
vernment of William the Conqueror^ encouraged 
these ambitious desires by the spl^did accounts 
mftftch &ey gave of stheir m^w conntiy, and the 
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prosperity enjoyed by its inhabitants. The suc- 
cessful progress which the Danes and other northern 
invaders had formerly made in Ireland, and the 
more recent attempts of the King of Norway for its 
subjugation, might also have excited the fears of 
Henry, lest the Ostmen, who still maintained them- 
selves in the maritime places, should erect the island 
into a Norwegian kingdom 5 which, together with 
the Isle of Man and the other dominions of Magnus, 
full of shipping and good seamen, might render the 
country a most dangerous neighbour to his domi- 
nions. 

Whatever may have been the real motives which 
excited the English Monarch upon this occasion, 
his courtiers were not slow in offering pretexts to 
justify the attempt. By some it was affirmed, that 
the Irish were his natural subjects, because they 
had originally possessed themselves of the country 
by permission of Gurguntius, a British king ; that 
several of the Saxon princes had made conquests in 
Ireland, which he, their successor, was bound in 
honor to recover and maintain. It was further 
urged, that Englishmen had frequently been sold as 
slaves in this, island, (a practice then common in 
both countries), and that this barbarity gave him full 
right to invade and subdue it. But the politic 
Henry perceived the flimsy nature of these pretexts, 
and he resolved to seek his right to the conquest 
from an authority which had then arrived at a for- 
midable height in Europe. The papal power had 
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zealously patronized all the ambitious proceedings 
of thei Norman princes, and Henry resolved to pro* 
pitiate its sanction to his proposed enterprize by 
sending to Rome, in 1156, his chaplain, John Sa- 
lisbury, who represented to Adrian, the reigning 
pontiff, the dreadful state of corruption both in re- 
ligion and morals into which the inhabitants of Ire- 
land were sunk^ and that his master was ready to 
devote himself to the pious design of erecting the 
kingdom of God in that unhappy country. That, 
to enable him to accomplish this, he implored the 
benediction of his Holiness, and requested his au- 
thority to enter into Ireland for the purpose of re- 
ducing the disobedient and corrupt, eradicating all 
sin and vnckedness, instructing the ignorant, and 
spreading the blessed influence of the gospel in all 
its purity. As an acknowledgment for the sanction 
of his Holiness, Henry promised to pay a yearly 
tribute to St. Peter from the country which he was 
anxious to reduce to the obedience of the Holy See. 
Adrian was particularly pleased with this appli- 
cation, as, according to the Annals of the Four 
Masters and other authorities, Ireland had but lately 
appeared disposed to acknowledge the supremacy 
of Rome, her own prelates having exercised all 
ecclesiastical authority till the year 1 1 52, when Car- 
dinal Paparon arrived in Ireland with a Legantine 
commission from Pope Eugene IIL A synod was 
assembled by him at Drogheda, at which three 
thousajid ecclesiastics are saiid to have been present. 
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wben the celebration of Easter was aidgttfited accord- 
ing to the Romish decisions, and the ceMbaey of the 
clergy was enforced* Palls were, on this occa»(»a, 
solemnly conferred on the Archbishops of Armagh, 
Dublin, Gashel, and Tuam. The present applica^ 
tion gave Pope Adrian a faTorable oppoftunity of 
improving the correspondence which hts predecessor 
faa4 opened with the Church of Ireland^ and, at the 
same time, of ccHicfliating the firiendship of the 
English Monarch* A Bull was accordingly firamed, 
in which Henry was highly compUmeirted for his 
pious wishes to enlarge the borders of the Chiveb, 
to teach the truth of the Christian faith to the igncMrant 
and rude, and to exterminate the roots of vice from 
the field of thd Lord. Then, after asserting that 
Ireland and ail the isiands on which Christ the Sun 
of Righteousness had ^one, belonged of right to 
the jurisdiction of St. Peter and of the Holy Roman 
Church, his Holiness declared it to be good aEnd ac- 
ceptable that Henry should ^iter into the island of 
Ireland, for extending the borders of the Churchy 
lestraining theptogtess of vice, lof the correction of 
manner^ the planting of virtue, and the mcrease of 
religion. And bia Holmess further exhorted the 
people of that land to receive him honorably, and 
reveience him as their lord; the rights of their 
churches still remaiifflog sacred and inviolable ; and 
saving to St. Peter the annual pension of CDe penny 
from every house. The rmg accompanied t^ Bull, 
as the token of Henry's investiture as the r^tfrtl 
sovereign oif Ireland. 
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Henry, thus authorized, would probably have 
immediately proceeded to the execution of his de- 
signs, had he not been retarded by the unsettled 
state of his afikirs in France, the inquietude of Wales, 
and his painful contest with Thomas k Becket. But 
events occurred in Ireland which facilitated the un- 
dertaking, and led to its accomplishment in a way 
which could not have been anticipated. 

For a long period'the authority of the Irish Mo- 
narch had been little more than titular, and the 
provincial chieftains were rather to be considered as 
his allies than his subjects. The family of O'Neill 
exercised an hereditary jurisdiction over the greater 
part of Ulster. Munster was divided between the 
descendants of the celebrated Brian Boiromhe and 
the warlike sept of the Mac-Arthys. In Connaught 
the O'Connors were the acknowledged sovereigns of 
the eastern territory, while Tieman O'Ruarc, Prince 
of Breffiiey, governed in Leitrim and the adjacent 
districts. Another branch of the O'Neills ruled 
Meath ^ and in Leinster, Dermod Mac-Murchard, 
under the title of King, had under his authority the 
principalities of Ossory and Decies, with the rem* 
nant of the Ostmen still settled in DubUn and Wa- 
terford. Dermod is represented as a man whose 
great bodily strength and boisterous valour had ren- 
dered liim a great favorite with the inferior classes of 
his subjects, while his profuse liberality to the Church 
secured the attachment of the clergy. But his pride 
and tyranny rendered him odious to the petty chief- 
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tains. In the contention for the crown which took 
place in 1 154, between Turlogh O'Connor and Mor- 
togh O'Loghlin of the Hy-Niall family, DeniK>d 
attached iumself to the interests of the latter, and 
the Irish annalists agree that this was the real cause 
of his subsequent expulsion from his dominions. — 
Cambrensis^ on the other hand, affirms the abduc-* 
tion of Dervorghaly the wife of O^Ruarc, Prince of 
Bref&ey, to have been the immediate cause of that 
event The Irish historians relate that this transac- 
tion occurred full sixteen years beforer the first land- 
ing of the English, and the particulars are thu& 
recorded. 

Dermod having, under some pretext, invaded the 
territory of O'Ruarc, surprized and defeated that 
chieftain, and seized the opportunity of his flight to 
gratify an unlawful passion which he bad long en- 
tertained for his wife, whom he carried off trium- 
phantiy into his own province. CRuarc,- however^ 
with the aid of the reigning Monarch Turlogh, was 
not only speedily reinstated in his dominions, but 
his wife was rescued from her paramour ; and Der- 
mod might have then been punished wjth more se^ 
verity for his crime, had not the death of Turiogh 
occurred soon after. His successor, Mortogh, being 
the friend and patron of the King of Leinster, pro- 
tected him from the vengeance of his enemies till 
his fall at the battle of Litterluin left Roderick O'Con- 
nor the undisputed possession of the throne. The 
new Monarch, attended by O'Ruarc, was not slow 
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in taking vengeance upon Dermod, and after over- 
running his territories with a formidable army, while 
a great part of his tributaries united with the in- 
vaders, Dermod was deposed, and another of his 
family, who swore fidelity to the Monarch, was 
invested with the government 

The King of Leinster, now become a» exile, 
resolved to solicit that aid from a foreign power, 
which his crimes forbade him to expect from any 
quarter of his native country. He accordingly re- 
paired to Bristol, accompanied by about sixty of his 
friends; and representing himself as an injured prince 
who had been treacherously abandoned by his vas- 
sals, and then expelled from his dominions by an 
ttiiquitous confederacy, he was generally regarded 
with respect and compassion, especially by the 
clergy, by whom he was considered as one of their 
most distinguished benefactors. Henry being at 
this time in Aquitaine, Dermod proceeded thither, 
and falling at the feet of the English Monarch, he 
made an affecting appeal to his magnanimity and 
generosity, declaring that if he should be so fortunate 
as to obtain his powerful assistance, he would ac- 
knowledge him as his liege lord, and hold his domi- 
nions, when restored to him, in vassalage to Henry 
and his heu*s. This application afforded to Henry 
a favorable pretext for the accomplishment of liis 
long meditated design ; but the perplexed state of 
his affairs at this juncture, did not permit him open- 
ly to espouse the cause of the Irish Chieftain. He 
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treated Dermod, however, with the greatest respect 
and commiseration, accepted his tender of allegiance, 
and dismissed him with a letter of credence to all 
his subjects, declaring that he had received the King 
of Leinster into the bosom of his grace and benevo- 
lence, and granting his free licence and royal favour 
to any of his subjects, who might be disposed to aid 
him in the recovery of his territory. 

Though Dermod published Henry's letter imme- 
diately after his arrival at Bristol, and held out the 
most flattering promises to all who should engage in 
his quarrel, he waited a considerable time before he 
could meet with any offer of assistance, so hopeless 
or unimportant did the undertaking appear. He 
addressed himself at length to Richard, Earl of Stri- 
gul or Chepstow, sumamed Strongbow; a young 
nobleman of great military genius, and considerable 
importance in Wales ; but who, having wasted his 
fortime, and for some cause lost the royal favour, 
now lived in*a kind of gloomy retirement. Strong- 
bow hesitated, at first, to engage in an undertaking 
where the difficulties were so numerous, and the 
success so imcertain. Allured at length by the 
tempting promise of Dermod, that he would give 
him his daughter Eva in marriage, and make him 
heir to his kingdom, he agreed to assist the exiled 
Prince, with a considerable force, in the ensuing 
spring, provided he could obtain the King's parti- 
cular licence and authority. 
Having sqcceeded in this negociation, Dermod re- 
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solved to return privately to Ireland, to prepare for 
the reception of his new ally. On his journey he 
was treated with much kindness by the Bishop of 
St. David's, who used great exertions to recommend 
his cause to the surrounding gentry ; and he so far 
succeeded, that Robert Fitz-Stephen, constable of 
the castle of Cardigan, a distinguished warrior,, with 
his maternal brother, Maurice Fitzgerald, a lord of 
great worth and valour, consented to take a part in 
the Irish expedition, on condition that the King of 
Leinster should cede to them the entire dominion of 
the town of Wexford, with a large adjoining territo- 
ry, after he, by their assistance, should have recover- 
ed his rights. Having made these arrangements, and 
left Maurice Regan as his agent in Wales, to stimu- 
late the exertions of his confederate, Dermod return- 
ed to Ireland, and lay concealed for some time in 
the monastery of Ferns. But his partizans were not 
inactive in collecting his adherents, and he soon found 
himself at the head of such a force as enabled him 
to take possession of the territory of Hy-Kinselagh. 
The monarch Roderick instantly marched into that 
district, and drove Dermod before him into the woods, 
where for some time he made a shew of resistance ; 
but sensible of his present weakness, and the neces- 
i^ty of temporising, the Leinster chieftain offered to 
renounce all claims to the government of his former 
dominions, and to give hostages for his obedience, 
only requesting, that in compassion to his misfor- 
tunes, he might be permitted to hold ten cantreds of 
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iand^ in absolute dependence upon the monarch. 
Roderick, intent on objects which he conceived to be 
of higher importance, fell into the snare^ and agreed 
to the terms proposed by his insidious adversary. 

But Dermod resolved to keep his promises only as 
long as necessity required him, and the arrival of a 
portion of his British auxiliaries enabled him spee^ 
dily to throw off the mask. Early in the month of 
May, 1170, Robert Fitz- Stephen, with Hervey of 
Mountmorres, who was nephew to Strongbow, and 
Meyler Fitz-Henry, arrived at a creek called the 
Bann, near Fethard, in the county of Wexford, 
where they landed, with thirty knights, sixty men at 
arms, and three hundred archers. This body was 
reinforced on the following day by Maurice Piender- 
gast, at the head of ten knights, and two hundred 
archers. When Dermod was Informed of these 
events, he forgot his engagements with Roderick, and 
instantly sent five hundred men, commanded by 
Donald Kavanagh, his natural son, to unite with 
the invaders. These were speedily followed by the 
King of Leinster in person, when it was resolved to 
commence operations by attempting the reduction of 
Wexford, a place of some strength, which was 
garrisoned by two thousand Irish and Ostmen. 
These brave but undisciplined troops marched out 
boldly against the assailants; but the appearance and 
regularity of the British forces, with their barbed 
horses and glittering armour, struck them with a sud- 
den terror, and after setting fire to the suburbs they 
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Yetired within the town, which they resolved to defend 
to the last extremity. The first attack of the be- 
siegers was repulsed ^th the loss of eighteen men, 
upon which Fit2-Stephen wittidrew to the sea shore, 
and set fire to his transports, to convince his followers 
that he was deteitnined to conquer or perish. On 
the following day he ordered mass to be celebrated 
in the camp, and again led his forces towanis 
Wexford. This pemeverance of the besiegers now 
struck the inhabitants with tearor, and the reuKm- 
strdnces of ike clergy prevailed ^pon the garrison to 
oflfer terms of capitulation, by which it was proposed 
that the town should be suit^^idered to Dermod, 
and that hostages shouki be giten lor the future 
fideMty of the inhabitants, fhese terms being ao- 
cepted, Fit^-Stephen Hkid Fitzgerald W€9re jointly in*- 
vested with the lordship of Wvixford and its domain, 
agreeably to the treaty which had been made witii 
them, while Hervey of Mountmorres obtained two 
considerate districts on the coast between Wexibfd 
and Waterfof d. 

This first success increased Dermod's army to 
three thousand men, exclusive of his foreign auiisili^ 
aries ; and after entertaining them for tkffee weeks at 
his residence in Ferns, he marched towards the tef* 
ritories of the Prince of Ossory, who had not on^y 
revolted against him, but put his son to deatli. He 
found Fitz-Patrick, the Ossorian prince, at the head 
of five thousand men, strongly entrenched out the 
frontiers. A fierce a:icounter ensued, in which the 
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British were at first vigorously repulsed : but the 
Ossorians rashly quitted their advautageous situation 
amidst woods and morasses^ and the skill and valour 
of their opponents proved ultimately successful. 
Dermod now wreaked his vengeance on others of his 
revolted subjects, but his successful progress at length 
aroused the Monarch Roderick to a sense of the dan<* 
^r by which he was menaced. The various chief- 
tains were summoned to attend his staadard with 
their vassals, and a large army was by this means 
assembled at Tarah, which soon entered the terri- 
tories of Dermod, and compelled him and his auxi- 
liaries to retire to their fastnesses, in the neighbour- 
hood of Ferns, which were almost impregnable, 
Roderick, sensible of tiie advantageous position of 
his opponents, and dreading the consequences of a 
defeat, resolved to try the effects of a negociation 
before he resorted to the uncertain decision of the 
sword. He commenced by attempting to detach 
the British leaders from their alliance with Dermod, 
pointing out the injustice of their conduct, in lead- 
ing forces into a foreign country, to defend the cause 
of a tyrant and adulterer ; and he advised them to 
quit the country before they became involved in the 
ruin which impended over him. As Fitz-Stephen 
rejected these overtures with disdain,* Roderick next 

* The following are given by Doctor Hanmer as copies of 
the letters which passed between Roderick and Fitz-Stephen 
upon this occasion. " The Britons/' said the former, " may 
not by law of arms display their ensigns in foreign posses- 
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addressed himself to the King of Leinster^ whom he 
exhorted to abandon the cause of the strangers, and 
return to his allegiance, before they had made a 
permanent and powerful establishment, which 
would ultimately reduce the whole province to 
their authority. On condition of his uniting vnth 
his countrymen against the common enemy, Rode- 
rick promised to reinstate him in his rights; but 
should he persevere in his rebellious practices, the ' 
Monarch was prepared to punish his treason. 

Dermod having also disdainfully rejected the 
pacific overtures of his sovereign, no wiser counsel 
appeared to remain to Roderick but a valiant effort 
to crush, in its infancy, an enterprise which menaced 
the subversion of his government. But listening to 

siong^ nor dispossess the lawful heirs of their inheritance ; but 
they are, with license of the Irish, to pack home. It is a ble- 
mish on their nation to gire aid to a shameful fact ; neither 
may the lechery of Dermod be mantled under British cloaks. 
Wherefore depart, and forsake him that is forsaken of God and 
man : and here, by my messengers, receive to defray your 
charges, and transport you to your native soil." Critical as 
the situation of Fitz- Stephen was, he returned an answer is the 
language of a conqueror; — "Your present," said he, "I will 
not accept; nor will I break the faith and troth I have promised 
to my friend Dermod : he forsakes not me, I will not forsake 
him, neither leave him distressed. You speak of lechery, 
what is that among martial men ? I hear you have bastards 
yourself. To what use is your embassy ? If Roderick give 
counsel, we need it not ; if he prophesy, we credit not his 
oracle ; if he command as a prince, we obey not his authority; 
if he threaten as an enemy, a fig for his monarchy." 
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the timid suggestions of his clergy, he had recomse, 
once more, to negociation, and he offered terms of 
such a nature as appeared to gratify all the desires of 
his antagonist. On the sole condition of acknowledg- 
ing the supremacy of Roderick, Dermod was permit- 
ted to proceed in the reduction of Leinster. The Mon- 
arch required that the chieftain^s favorite son should be 
delivered to him as a hostage, promising, at the same 
time, that he would give his daughter in maniage 
to this youth, when the peace of the island should 
be effectually restored. Dermod acquiesced, with 
apparent cheerfulness, in the terms of this treaty, 
and engaged to dismiss his British auxiliaries imme- 
diately after he had completed the reduction of his 
territories. For the accomplishment of this he in- 
stantly prepared ; and while Fitz-Stephen Was busily- 
employed in strengthening his conquests at Wex* 
ford, by building the fort of Carrig, Dermod ad- 
vanced towards Dublin, determined to punish the 
inhabitants who were principally Ostmen. They 
had formerly murdered his father, and for many 
years had acknowledged no other sovereign than the 
Danish governor, Hesculph Mac-Torcall. Fire and 
slaughter marked his way to the gates of Dublin, 
jjr and the terror of his arms compelled the citizens to 

return to their allegiance. 

This success served to revive in the breast of 
Dermod further projects of ambition ; and an inci- 
dent occurred about this time which afforded him a 
pretext for breaking his recent engagements with his 
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sovereign. Upon the restoration of the King of 
Leinster, Donald, Prince of Limerick, sought his al- 
Uance^ which he cemented by mariying his daughter. 
A quarrel broke out s6on after between Donald and 
Roderick, relative to the division of Monster between 
the former and Mac Carthy, Prince of Desmond. — 
Roderick resolved to turn his whole force against 
this rebellious chieftain, whom Dermod, regardless 
of his solemn engagements, determined to support, 
as a means of weakening the Monarch, and proba- 
bly leading to the accomplishment of what he now 
aspired to, the possession of the throne of Ireland. 
He accordingly solicited Fttz-Stephen to march to 
the assistance of his son-in-law ; and on the approach 
of the British, Roderick was Iforced to retil^ into Con- 
naught. Dermod now imfolded his ambitious de- 
signs to the Engbsh leaders, but they dissuaded 
him from his purpose until he should receive further 
succours from England. ; and at their suggei^on, he 
despatched another message to StroUgbbw, earnestly 
soliciting the fuifiiment of his eugagements. 

TheEarl of Chepstow, being anxious to obey this 
invitation^ immediately repaired to the King, to 
intreat his. permission to depart on the Irish ex- 
pedition with his friends and followers. But the 
politic Henry, being unprepared to undertake the 
conquest on his own account, and unwilling to lose 
the opportunity whidi tiae present state of things 
presented for furthering his ultimate projects, woxM 
give no rejdy which could be construed either into 
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a permission or denial. Strongbow, however, con- 
sidered this duplicity as a token of the King's ap- 
probation, and on his return to England he made 
such vigorous preparations for his departure, that 
in the spring of 1171 his advanced guard, consisting 
of ten knights and seventy archers, embarked under 
Raymond le Gross. This small band landed at 
Dundrone, or Dun-Isle, within four miles of Water- 
ford, where they hastily erected a small fort. Hie 
Danes of that city resolved to attack the invaders 
before their strength should be increased, and being 
joined by some of the Irish under OTaolan, Prince 
of the Deisies, and O'Ryan of Idrone, they speedily 
collected a body of three thousand men. At the 
approach of this tumultuary force Raymond retired 
within his fort. The Irish pressed closely and in- 
cautiously upon them, and some had even pene- 
trated the fort, when Raymond boldly assailed and 
slew their leader. He at the same time turned a 
large herd of cattle loose among the enemy, which 
threw them into irrecoverable confusion, and they 
fled with the loss of more than five hundred men. 
Among the prisoners taken were seventy of the 
principal citizens of Waterford, who were put to 
death by order of Hervey of Mountmorres, to re- 
venge the death of one of the English chieftains 
slain in the battle, and to intimidate the natives from 
any further attempts on the station which they oc- 
cupied, and which they were permitted to retain 
unmolested until the arrival of Strongbow. 
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This celebrated chieftain entered the harbour of 
Waterford on the 23d of August, 1171, with two 
hundred knights, and about twelve hundred well 
appointed infantry ; and being joined by Raymond 
le Gross, and the KJng of Leinster, he marched on the 
following morning to attack the city of Waterford, 
which was prepared for a vigorous defence. The 
first attempts of the assailants were bravely repulsed; 
but Raymond perceiving a small house of timber in 
the eastern angle, which projected beyond the walls, 
and was supported by posts on the outside, directed 
all his efforts to this quarter, and having burnt down 
the posts, the house fell, and drew with it such a 
portion of the wall, as made a practicable breach, 
through which the besiegers rushed in, and the city 
soon became a scene of promiscuous carnage. — 
Prince Reginald, the Danish governor, and O'Fao- 
lan, Prince of the Deisies, were made prisoners, and 
would have fallen victims to the cruelty of the con- 
querors, had not the arrival of Dermod put an end 
to the slaughter. When order was restored, Fitz- 
Stephen and the other English chieftains arrived in 
Waterford, to witness the nuptials of Strongbow with 
the Princess of Leinster, which were solemnized with 
great pomp ; and after the ceremony Dermod and his 
confederates marched towards Dublin, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which the Monarch Roderick, assisted 
by O'Ruarc and O'CarroU, had assembled an army, 
which is isaid to have amounted to thuty thousand 
men. The force of their opponents is represented 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 PRELIMINART VIEW. 

as not amounting to a sixth of their number ; but 
this deficiency was compensated by the supenor or«- 
der and discipline that prevaited amongst them, so 
that after some unimportant skirmishing, the army 
of Roderick dii^rsed, and left the Ostm^ of Dub- 
lin to sustain the whole fury of the attack. ; They 
endeavoured to mollify the resentment of Demiod, 
by sending a deputation headed by Lawrence, their 
venerable Archbishop, who consented to surrender 
the city, and give thirty hostages for its future loy- 
alty. But in the mean time Miles Cogan, who was 
posted on the other side of the town, and knew no- 
thing of the capitulation^ made a practicable breach 
in the walls, and the streets were soon filled with car- 
nage. Hesculph, the governor, and many of the 
inhabitants, effected their escape by sea, with the 
most valuable part of their property. 

Leaving Milo de Cogan governor of Dublin, 
Dermod and Strongbow now over-ran the kingdom 
of Meath, which Roderick had divided between 
himself and his friend O'Ruarc, The Irish Monarch 
was at this time placed in the most perilous circum- 
stances; for, while foreign invaders were ravaging 
the whole of Leinster, the ambition and turbulence 
of his sons, were fomenting the flame of civil war- 
fare in Connaught, his native province. Unable to 
meet his principal adversary in the field, he had 
recourse once more to intimidation ; and he threat- 
ened that if Dermod did not inunediately return to 
his allegiance, and fulfilthe terms of the treaty w;hicb 
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had been agreed upon between them, thfe life of his 
son, whom he held as a hostage, should be the 
forfeit of his perfidy. The reply of Dermod declared 
that he was equally regardless of the ties of parental- 
affection, and the duty which he owed his coun- 
try. He renounced the supremacy of Roderick, 
and openly avowed his resolution not ta lay down 
hi& arms, till the whole island had acknowledged his 
jurisdiction. Enraged at this insolent answer, 
Roderick, with a brutal cruelty which has excited the 
abhorrence of the Irish annalists, ordered the young 
prince, his hostage, who is stated to have been the 
noblest and most amiable yonth of Leinster, to be 
led to immediate execution. 

Th^f successful progress of the invaders^ the civil 
dissentions which prevailed, and the ignoble conduct 
of the Monarch Roderick, now spread consternation 
throughout the island. These tokens of the divine 
wrath were justly attributed to thef prevalent corruption 
of the people ; and a synod of the clergy which assem- 
bled at Armagh, declaring that the real cause of the? 
divine displeasure, was the unchristian practice of 
purchasing and selling Englishmen as slaves, 
they ordered that every English bondman, should 
be immediately set free. Some reverses which soon 
after befel Dermod and his allies, seemed to 
strengthen this opinion ; for the King of Leinster 
experienced two severe defeats from O'Ruarc; while 
the English Monarch, becoming jealous of the 
power of Strongbow, issued his royal edict, prohibit- 
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ing the exportation of men^ arms, or provisions, 
into Ireland^ and commanding ail his subjects resi- 
dent there to return to England before the ensuing 
feast of Easter on pain of being declared traitors. 
Alarmed at this intelligence^ which threatened to 
destroy all his splendid prospects, Strongbow 
adopted the only means which were likely to avert 
the stroke, by sending Raymond le Gross, a man of 
consummate prudence, with letters to King Henry 
in Acquitaine, which were filled with assurances of 
the most devoted loyalty, and declared that all their 
conquests should be at his Majesty's disposal, as 
their natural and rightful lord. But Henry received 
the messenger with all the tokens of offended 
dignity, and under various pretexts deferred giving 
him a decisive answer. 

In the mean time Strongbow was threatened with 
firesh calamities by the death of Dermod, and the 
consequent defection of the greater part of his Irish 
allies. While he was contending with these disasters, 
Hesculph, who had escaped from Dublin, appeared 
at the gates of the city, with a considerable and well 
appointed force, and made a furious assault on the 
eastern gate : but while Milo de Cogan, the governor, 
maintained an obstinate defence in that quarter, his 
brother Richard attacked the enemy in the rear, and 
a complete rout ensued. Hesculph, their general, 
was taken prisoner, who holding out threats that an 
armament was preparing, which would soon destroy 
the power of the English, was led to immediate 
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execution. In a few days events occurred which 
rendered it probable that the menaces of Hesculph 
v^ould be soon realized: Raymond had returned 
from Kang Henry without an explicit answer; the 
English were cut off from all supplies, and the pe- 
riod assigned for their departure was drawing nigh. 
Elevated by the distress in which the invaders were 
thus involved, Roderick once more took the field, 
while the zealous exertions of Archbishop Laurence, 
who flew from province to province, succeeded in 
uniting the greater part of the Irish chieftains in a 
combined effort for the deliverance of their country. 
In this manner sixty thousand men are said to have 
been collected for the siege of Dublin. An alliance 
was formed, at the same time, with the King of the 
Isle of Man, who promised to block up the harbour 
with thirty ships. 

Roderick having arrived with his forces in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, encamped to the west- 
ward near Castleknock, while O'Ruarc and O'Car- 
roll posted themselves north of the harbour near 
Clontarf ; the Lord of O'Kinselagh possessed the 
opposite side, and the Prince of Thomond advanced 
to Kilmainham v\rithin a mile of the walls. But this 
numerous force was weakened by mutual jealousies, 
and instead of making a united effort for carrying 
the place by assault, they contented themselves for 
two months with investing it so as to prevent the 
garrison from receiving supplies. The English now 
became greatly weakened by disease and want of 

H 
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provisions, and Earl Strongbow, despairing of re^ 
lief^ resolved to enter into a negociation with Ro- 
derick, through the mediation of Archbishop Lau^ 
fence. But the Irish Monarch refused to treat on 
any other terms tban that the English should sur- 
render all their conquests, and return to their own 
country. These proposals, fair as they must have 
appeared under all the circumstances, threw the 
^ British leaders into the utmost consternation, from 
which they were roused by Milo de Cogan, who 
declared his resolution to perish bravely, rather 
than submit to the mercy of a barbarous enemy. — 
Fitz-Gerald, Raymond, and the other leaders con- 
curred in this determination, and instantly prepared 
to put it in execution. They marched suddenly 
from the city against the camp of Roderick, which 
they surprized so unexpectedly, that they routed his 
army ; and the other chieftains, either struck with a 
sudden panic, or not zealously disposed to support 
their sovereign, broke up from their quarters and 
abandoned the siege. 

In the mean time Fitz-Stephen had been sor- 
rounded in his castle of Canrig by a numerous force 
of the Irish, who, in spite of a brave resistance^ 
compelled him to surrender. The greater part of 
his troops were put to death, and he would have 
himself sufiei^ed the same fate, had not the conquer- 
ors been alarmed by, the news of Roderick's defeat^ 
upon which they set fire to the town of Wexford, 
and retired with theur surviving prisoners to Holy 
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Island, longbow, on hearing of the captimty of 
his countrymen, marohed immediately to their 
rescue ; but wbiie passing through a defile in Hi- 
dronei he was sjiiddenly attacked by O'Rym, the 
chiefof that territory, and he was on the point of 
suffering a total defeat, when O'Ryan was killed by 
a monk in ibe English army, upon which the as* 
sailants dispersed. Finding that the adoption of 
any severe measures against the Irisli who had re- 
tired to the Holy Island, would be attended with the 
inevitable destruction of his friend Fitz-Stephen, 
Strongbow marched to Waterford, and fix)m thence 
proceeded to Fems, where, in the style of a sove- 
reign, he dispensed rewards and punishments. But 
he was aroused from this dream of royalty by a 
fresh mandate from King Henry, summoning him 
to repair to England without delay, to give an ac- 
count of ins proceedings in Irelapd, disavowing, at 
the same time, sdl connexion with these transactions, 
and expressing the greatest displeasi]ire at the pre- 
sumption apd disobedience of his subjects. The 
Eari, not daring to disobey this command, immedi- 
ately iiepaired to iEngliM^d, and met his Sovereign at 
Newnham, near Gloucester. He soon allayed the 
pretended appisehensions of Henry by a treaty, in 
which he agreed to surrender Dublin and all the 
conqui^red maritime towns to the King, and to 
hold all his other Irish possessions in perpetuity Irom 
his Majesty and his heirs. He now attended his 
sovereign to Milford, where the royal forces were 
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assembliog. The politic Henry, on his progress, 
seized almost every castle in Wales^ as a punish- 
ment for the Welsh lords having dared to undertake 
the invasion of Ireland without his permission ; and 
carrying his dissimulation to the highest pitch, he 
received a deputation of the men of Waterford, who 
had seized the person of Fitz-Stephen, with expres- 
sions of the most gracious kind, commending their 
zeal for having checked the unwarrantable attempts 
of that chieftain, and declaring his resolution to in- 
flict punishment for every offence committed by his 
undutiful subjects. While these artifices tended to 
ingratiate the English Monarch with the Irish na- 
tion, they also preserved the lives of Fitz -Stephen 
and his associates from the iury of those who still 
held them in captivity. 

During the absence of Earl Strongbow, another 
attempt was made on the garrison of Dublin^ by 
O'Ruarc, Prince of BrefFney, which was repuked 
by Cogan, the governor, after considerable loss had 
been sustained on both sides. These partial and 
ill-concerted efforts on the part of the Irish chieftains 
for the recovery of their independence, served only 
to defeat their object, and to prostrate the whole 
island,] enfeebled and disunited, at the feet of the 
English Monarch, who landed at Waterford on the 
18th of October, 1 174> attended by Earl Strongbow, 
William Fitz-Andelm, Humphrey deBohun, Hugh 
de Lacy, Robert Fitz-Bemard> with many other 
barons, about four hundred knights, and four 
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thousand soldiers. The whole of Henry's subse* 
quent conduct manifested a desire that he should be 
generally considered not to have entered the island 
in the style of a conqueror, but for the purpose of 
taking possession of a country which had become 
his rightful patrimony by authority of the Pope, 
to whose paramount supremacy he expected that 
every knee should bow. Nor did he prove mis- 
taken in this conjecture. The example of submis- 
sion was given by Earl Strongbow, who, on the 
day of Henry's arrival, made a formal surrender of 
Dublin and Waterford, and did homage to the new 
sovereign for the principality of Leinster, amidst the 
acclamations of the people. On the following day 
Dermod Mac Arthy, Prince of Desmond, resigned 
his city of Cork to the. King, and agreed to pay 
tribute for the remainder of his territory. Heniy 
now made a splaidid progress to Lismore, where 
he gave orders for building a fort.. He then pro- 
ceeded to Cashel, where he is said to have exerted 
his eloquence to impress the Archbishop with a high 
opinion of his zeal for the interests of the Church, 
and his gracious designs towards Ireland. The 
proximity of a numerous and well-appointed army, 
headed by a powerful monarch, hastened the sub- 
mission of all the neighbouring chieftains, and in a 
few days Henry O'Brien of Thomond, Mac GioUa- 
phadruig (Fitzpatrick) of Ossory, and OTaolan of 
the Deisies, acknowledged themselves tributaries of 
the English Sovereign, and departed from his court 
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loaded with presents, and filled with admiration of 
his greatness and condescension. Wexford was 
isoon after surrendered by Pitz*Stephen, who was 
restored to his liberty and the favor of his sovereign. 
Having left garrisons in Waterford, Linierick, 
Cork and Wexford, Henry niade a stately progress 
towards Dublin, receiving the homage of the Leins- 
ter chieftains, amongst whom were O'Carrol of Ar- 
^al, and O'Ruarc, tiae intimate associate of the 
Irish Monarch. Roderick, thus deserted by his 
tributaries, had no means of successfully opposing 
the march of the royal invaders ; yet determined, 
at least, to defend his own territory, he collected his 
provincial troops on the banks of the Shannon. — 
Henry, in the mean time, passed his Christmas in 
Dublin^ entertaining the Irish chieftains who had 
submitted to him with all the pomp and ma^ifi- 
cence which his present situation would permit; 
and this splendid hospitality had, no doubt, its due 
effect on a simple peojde, proverbial for warm and 
generous feelia^gs. His next step was to manifest 
his anxiety to fulfil the conditions of his grant from 
Pope Adrian, by directing his attention to the re- 
formation of the Church and people of Ireland. — 
For this purpose he issued orders fw ^ synod of the 
clergy to assemble at Cashel, which were obeyed 
by many of the prelates: but Gelasius, the Primate, 
is stated to have pleaded his age and infirmities as 
an excuse for not attending, and the prelates of 
Ulst^ followed the example of ther metropoHtan. 
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Christian, Bishop of lismore, presided in this as- 
sembly as the Pope's Le^te, and several of the 
English clergy attended on tlie part of Henry. — 
After a variety of canons were estab&hed, chiefly 
respecting religious rites and ecclesiastical regula- 
tions, the grand object of the convocation was ac- 
complished by the Irish prelates executing sealed 
chaxifm^ fti which they toN>k upon ttiem to confer 
Ireland tm Henry IL and his heirs for ever; and 
these charters were afterwards ratified by Pope 
Alexancten In return for these favors, the Eang 
granted to the clergy an exemption -from all secular 
exactions;^ and many other important privileges^ 

By his treaties with the Irish princes, Henry and 
his hdrs were acknowledged lords paramomnt o£tiie 
lerritoriAs which these diieAains retained, and m- 
heritors of those which they resigned to the emwa 
of England for ever. Thus the province of LdODs- 
ter, a great part of Meath, and the principal manb- 
time towns were ceded to the King, who had now a 
considerable number of subjects in the island^ on 
whom all the advantages of the English constitution 
and laws were conferred. Henry granted the city 
of Dublin to the inhabitants of Bristol ; and to his 
burgesses of Dublin he confirmed all manner df 
rights and immunities throughput the whole of His 
dominions. Similar privileges were conferred on 
the Ostmen of Waterford, who were admitted to the 
rights of free subjects by a particular charter of de- 
nization. He divided the ceded districts into- shires 
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and counties, over which sheriff were appointed, 
with itinerant judges and other officers ; and, to 
complete the whole, a chief governor or represema- 
tive of the King was nominated, who was to exer-r 
cise such parts of the regal authority as might be 
committed to him during the King's absence. 

But the British Monarch was compelled by the 
necessity of his affairs in England and Normandy, 
to take his departure from this country much sooner 
than the security of his new acquisitions or the 
general interests of Ireland permitted; and to this 
circumstance may, in a great measure, be attributed 
the unsettled and distracted state in which the nation 
continued for miemy succeeding centuries. No part 
of the northern or western provinces had yet been 
reduced. Very few forts had been built in the ceded 
districts, to restrain the turbulence of the natives ; 
while the King still entertained some apprehensions 
that Earl Strongbow aimed at assuming an indepen- 
dent sovereignty over the province of Leinster. He 
therefore sought by grants and promises to detach 
the other English adventurers from the interests of 
this powerful chieftain. On Robert Fitz-Stephen 
he conferred an extensive district in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin ; and this chieftain, and Maurice 
Fitz-Grerald, were made coadjutors to Hugh de Lacy, 
whom the King appointed Chief Governor of Ire- 
land : he also granted to De Lacy the- whole terri- 
tory of Meath. The entire province of Ulster was 
bestowed on John de Courcy, provided he could 
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reduceitbyforce of arms.To HumphryBohun, Robert 
Fitz-Bemaxd and Hugh de Gunville was committed 
the custody of Wexford. Henry ordered a castle to 
be erectedin Dublin^ and fortresses to be built in some 
otherplaces,and after makingthese hasty arrangements 
for the security of his new acquisitions, he embarked 
at Wexford, for Wales, and thence proceeded rapidly 
to Normandy, where he concluded ail his differences 
with the See of Rome, and received a confirmation 
of the grant of Ireland from Pope Alexander. 

The King's departure was speedily followed by 
such symptoms as gave demonstrative proof, that the 
allegiance and attachment of the native chieftains 
could only be relied on when there were sufficient 
force and power to command them. Strongbow was 
defeated in an expedition against O'Dempsey, chief- 
tarn of Ofally, and Robert de Quincy, his chief con- 
stable, was slain. The efforts of Hugh de Lacy to es- 
tablish and strengthen an extensive English settlement 
in Meath, aroused the jealousy of O'Ruarc of Bref* 
ney, who still, as a tributary to the Bang of England, 
retained possession of the eastern part of that district. 
He demanded redress from de Lacy, who appointed 
a day for holding a conference with him at Tarah. 
They accordingly met, attended on each side by an 
equal number of followers : the negociation, how- 
ever, terminated in hostilities, in which O'Ruarc was 
slain by Griffith, a Welch Knight, and many of his 
retinue were put to the sword. Who the aggresso/ 
I. 
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was in this affair has not been clearly ascertained ; 
but the event, though it delivered the English gover- 
nor from a dangerous rival, tended to inflame the 
enmity of the natives against their new masters. 

The state of Henry's affitirs soon gave encourage- 
ment to the hopes which they began to entertain of 
expelling the invaders from the island ; for the rebel- 
lion of his sons, aided by the Kings of France and 
Scotland, compelled him to withdraw several of his 
garrisons from Ireland, and to summon Earl Strong- 
bow, and other English lords to his assistance in Nor- 
mandy. Their departure proved the signal for the 
Irish chieftains to disavow their late submission, 
while the discontents which prevailed among the rem- 
nant of the English army through the mutual jea- 
lousies of. their commanders, Hervey de Mountmor- 
res, and Raymond le Gross, rendered them likdy to 
fall an easy prey to their numerous enemies. 

This alarming posture of affairs in Ireland, deter- 
mined Henry to conunit the whole direction of the 
government to Earl Strongbow, and that nobleman 
speedily returned in the high character of his Majes- 
jesty 's Deputy. On his arrival at Dublin, he found the 
country in the greatest confusion : many of the Irish 
chiefs being in arms, while the English troops had be- 
come disorderly and mutinous. Strongbow adopted the 
most likely method to appease this dangerous spirit, 
by ordering the army on active service under Rayv 
nfiond leGross, their favourite general, who after ra- 
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vaging Ofaliy and Lismore, returned in triumph to 
Waterford, in spite of the efforts of Macarthy of Des- 
mond, who was now in arms against the English* This 
success, while it elevated Raymond still higher in the 
opinion of the army, excited the jealousy of Strong- 
bow, who rejected the proposals of the general for 
a marriage with hisdister, and Raymond retired into 
Wales in disgust. 

The command of the army was now conferred on 
Hervey of Mountmorres,who anxious to emulate the 
glory of his rival, solicited Strongbow to bend all his 
force against the insurgents of Munster, as the most 
likely method of striking terror into Roderick, who 
was again making preparations for the recovery of the 
monarchy. Yielding to these suggestions Strong- 
bow marched to the city of Cashel, where he was 
joined by Mountmorres. But the object of the ex- 
pedition was completely defeated by the active vigi- 
lance of Donald O'Brien, king of Limerick, who sur- 
prized a body of Osttaen, belonging to Strongbow's 
army at Thurles, and slew four hundred of them with 
some of their principal officers. This unfortunate 
event compelled the Earlto shut himself up in Wa- 
terford, while it encouraged the disaffected in various 
quarters to take up arms. Many of the Leinster 
chieftains renounced their engagements to King Hen- 
ry ; Dontald Kavanagh, son of the late King Der- 
, mod, declared his intention of asserting his title to 
thekingdd&i of Leinster^ while the Monarch Rode- 
nck was aetirely engaged in forming a confederacy 
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with the lords of Ulster and Meath for the total ex^ 
pulsion of the English. 

Alarmed by the disastrous state of his afiairs, 
Strongbow was compelled to solicit the return of 
Raymond with such reinforcements as he could pro- 
cure^ yielding at the same time to all his former de- 
mands, Raymond obeying with alacrity the voice 
of love and duty, arrived in the harbour of Waterford, 
with about five hundred men, at the critical moment 
when the inhabitants are said to have resolved on ex- 
tirpating the English garrison by a general massacre. 
Strongbow and Raymond marched immediately for 
Wexford to check the progress of insurrection in 
Leuister ; but they had scarcely left the city, when 
the inhabitants, aided by some Ostmen, fell upon the 
remaining English, and slaughtered many of them ; 
but the garrison of the citadel, called Reginald's tower, 
defended themselves with such spirit, that they 
compelled the townsmen to submission. In the 
mean time the marriage of Raymond with the 
sister of Strongbow, was celebrated at Wexford. — 
The nuptial rites, however, were scarcely completed, 
when intelligence arrived, that Roderick had sudden*i 
ly crossed the Shannon, entered the territory ofMeath, 
burned the newly erected forts to the ground, and 
expelled the English colonists. But the ancient spi- 
rit of dissension breaking out amongst the Irish 
chieftains, this triumph proved of short duration, and 
Roderick retired into his oven province with such pre- 
cipitation, that the English could only annoy his rear- 
guard. 
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The spirit of insurrection in Leinster being now 
considerably repressed, EarlStrongbow again turned 
his attention to the subjugation of the Prince of Tho- 
mond, who, having possessed himself of Limerick, 
bade defiance to the English power. An expedition for 
this purpose was entrusted to the command of Ray- 
mond, who, after fording the Shannon at the head 
of six hundred men, obtained possession of the city 
with little opposition. By these reiterated misfor- 
tunes the spirit of the Monarch Roderick was com- 
pletely broken, and he saw littie hope of being able, 
with a vassal army, to contend against the augment- 
ed power of the King of England, who was now trium- 
phant over all his foreign and domestic enemies. 
To secure the sovereignty of his own province, be- 
came at this time his sole object, and to negociate 
for that purpose, he despatched Catholicus, Archbi- 
shop of Tuam, the Abbot of St. Brandan, and his 
Chancellor, Master Laurence, who were introduced 
to King Henry, at Windsor, a. n. 1176. Terms of 
accommodation were soon agreed upon, by which 
Roderick consented to do homage and pay tribute, 
as liege man to the king of England, and on these 
conditions he was allowed to hold the kingdom of 
Connaught, as well as his other lands and sovereign- 
ties in the most ample manner. The annual tribute 
to be paid was every tenth merchantable hide, which 
Roderick engaged to enforce from every part of the 
island, excepting those places which had been ceded 
to King Henry and his Barons, viz. the city of Dub- 
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lin and its appurtenafices» the province of Meath^ 
all Leinster, and Waterford, with its lands as far as 
Dungarvan inclusive. In these quarters Roderick 
was to have no authority. He was empowered to 
take hostages from his vassals, and deliver them to 
Henry, whom he acknowledged as his liege lord. In 
this treaty the supremacy of Roderick seems to have 
been industriously recognized, that his submission 
might invest Henry with the sovereignty of the 
whole island. This, no doubt, was esteemed by 
the English monarch, a master stroke of policy ; 
but events quickly proved, that the Irish chieftains 
now felt as little reverence for the supremacy of Ro- 
derick, as they did a few years before when they re- 
nounced their allegiance to him, by becoming the 
vassals of the crown. 

It soon became evident that Henry's sovereignty 
received little additional strength from this treaty, and 
the disaffection of the Irish chieftains continued^ with 
the ambitious jealousies of the English leaders, to 
render the country a continual scene of warfare and 
confusion. Raymond had again nearly fallen a vic- 
tim to the machinations of hb rival, Hervey of Mount - 
moires, when a fresh insurrection of the Prince of 
Thomond, placed him once more at the head of the 
army, and obtained for him fresh triumphs. O'Brien 
was soon reduced to submission, and took the oath of 
allegiance totheEnglishmonarch. Raymond was then 
solicited by Macarthy, Prince of Desmond, to rescue 
him from tlie cruelty of a rebellious son, who had 
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cast him into prison. This service was ably accom- 
plished by the English general, and was rewarded 
by a valuable grant of lands in Kerry. But from his 
career of conquest Raymond was suddenly recalled 
to Dublin, by the death of Earl Strongbow. Anxi- 
ous for the security of the English province, he was 
compelled to withdraw the garrison of Limerick, 
which important place he thought he might now safe- 
ly entrust to Donald O'Brien, who by his late sub- 
mission had become one of the barons. The English 
troops, however, had scarcely passed the bridge, when 
O'Brien broke it down, and set fire to the city, de- 
claring that it should no longer be a nest of foreigners. 
On his arrival in Dublin, Raymond was elected Chief 
Governor by the English Council, until the king's 
pleasure should be known. But Henry, jealous of 
the popularity of that distinguished general, refused 
his sanction to the appointment, and conferred the go- 
vernment on William Rtz-Andelm de Burgo, who 
was allied to him by bloody and of approved allegi- 
ance. The new governor landed at Wexford, at- 
tended by a splendid retinue, amongst whom were de 
Courcy, Fitz- Stephen, Miles de Cogan, Vivian the 
Pope's legate, and Wallingford, an Enghsh ecclesias- 
tic, with the brief of Pope Alexander, which confinn- 
ed to King Henry his title to the sovereignty of Ire- 
land. After Fitz- Andelm had made a stately pro^ 
gress to inspect the king^s cities and forts, an assem- 
bly of the clergy was convened at Waterford, in 
which the bulls of Popes Adrian and Alexander were 
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promulged, and the severest censures were denoun- 
ced against all who should impeach the grants made 
by the Holy See, or resist the sovereign authority 
of Henry, whom they constituted rightful Lord 
of Ireland. 

It soon became evident that the chief object of 
Andelm's administration, was to depress the powers 
of the first £nglish adventures, and to enrich himself 
and his.flependents ; and while he was despised by 
the Irish Chieftains whom he courted and flattered, 
he became an object of detestation to his own coun- 
trymen, whose properties and interests he sacrificed 
to the luxury and rapacity of his Norman followers. 
While the leaders openly avowed their discontent at 
those proceedings, the army became mutinous for 
want of pay and suitable appointments. John de 
Courcy, a man whose extraordinary strength and 
valour had rendered him a peculiar favourite with 
the soldiery, was not slow in inflaming this spirit of 
disafiection towards the governor, and he called on 
them to assist him in an expedition into Ulster, where 
the English arms had not yet penetrated, and where 
the King had formerly granted him such lands as he 
could acquire by the sword. In this enterprize he 
was joined by Armoric of St. Laurence, and Robert 
de la Foer, two valiant knights, with a considerable 
number of soldiers. A long period of sanguinary 
warfare and devastation ensued, by which de Courcy 
and his partisans acquired a large tract of territory, 
which he endeavoured to secure by building a num- 
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bevoffoits. About the same period, Milo cb Gogan 
made a piedatoiy inccnrsioii mto Coniiaught at the 
sK^itatioix of Murrough^ the son of Roderick 0'Cod« 
xior^ who had taken up arms against his Bother ; but 
after experiencing and inflicting severe losses, he was 
fi^ced to retreat and leaTe Murrough to the resent* 
mentofhis countrymen, who with the concurrences 
of his justly incensed father, ordered his eyes to be 
put out The whole island at this period presented a 
scene of indescribable horror and confusion i for While 
the mvaders pursued their course of rapacity and 
cruelty with unabated vigour; the natives not only 
sought every oppcui;unity for inAicting a dreadful re- 
tafiatioQ on the for^ners^ but they were faithless 
to each cdier; and ev^ fresh act of treachery or 
mujtler laid the focindation of a revenge which prov 
ed almost interminablei 

After a ruinous administration of two yesiis,Fitsi^ 
Andehn was reotUed in 1179, and Hugh de Lacy^ 
the first English Chief Governor^ was re-appointed 
to that important office. Heni^', at the same time, 
constituted hb youngest son John, Lord of Ireland. 
He also conferred some additional favors on several 
of his mflitary leaders^ in that country^ which it is diffi-^ 
cult to reconcfle with the treaty which he had so re* 
cently concluded with Roderick. To Milo de Co^ 
gan and Robert Fitz-Stephen, he granted the king-' 
dom of Cwk, with the exception of the city, which 
he reserved to to himself and his heirs. To Herehert 
l^t^-Herebert, he granted the kingdom of Limerick, 

K. 
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with a like exception of the city. Waterford wa^ 
given to Robert de la Poer, with a similar reservation. 
He renewed his former grant of all Meath to Hugh 
de Lacy, and the greatest part of Connaught wa» 
bestowed on William Fitz-Andelm. Fitz-Hereberi 
having resigned his grant of Limerick, where the Irish 
were considei^d most hostile, it was conferred on 
Philip de Braosa, who immediately proceeded with " 
Cogan and Fitz^Stephen to obtain possession of the 
territories which had been thus appropriated. As 
Cork was possessed by an English garrison,, they 
found in that city a hospitable reception. The neigh- 
bouring chiefs, however, refused to relinquish their 
native possessions ; but after some trifling hostilities, 
a treaty was concluded by which seven cantreds of 
land in the vicinity of the city were ceded to the two 
English chieftains, who now proceeded with Philip de 
Braosa towards Limerick. Here they were oppos- 
ed by still greater obstacles, for at the first ap- 
proach of their troops the city was set on fire, and 
Braosa returned confounded to Cork. 

Hugh de Lacy governed Ireland for five years, 
with such prudence, ability, and vigour as might, if 
they had been followed lip by his successors, have 
ensured the permanent happiness and tranquillify of 
the country. While he assiduously attended to the 
interests of the English, his power and influence were 
employed to protect the natives from oppression, to 
ext^d civilization and industry amongst them, and 
reconcile them to the new settlers by promoting a 
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friendly intercourse between both parties; of this he 
set an example himself by marrying a daughter of 
Roderick O'Connor. He caused justice to be im- 
partially administered, and he strengthened and se- 
cured the English territories by erecting forts in va- 
rious parts of Leinster, John de Courcey pro* 
ceeded successfully in establishing settiements in 
Ulstet, and Munster continued unusually trauquil, yet 
the turbulent conduct of the isons of Roderick ren- 
dered Connaught the constant theatre of desperate 
hostilities. But Henry, notwithstanding the improv- 
ed state of the affairs of Ireland, still indulging that 
mean jealousy which formed so striking a feature in 
his character, listened to -suggestions respecting the 
popularity, the power, and the ambition of De Lacy, 
and unmindful of his services, he recalled him from 
Us government. He was succeeded by Philip de 
Braosa, or PhiUp of Worcester, whose administration, 
which continued but a few months, rendered him 
odious to the whole nation. 

In the year 1185, the English monarch with an 
imprudence that is wholly unaccountable, resolved 
to entrust the government of Ireland to his son John, 
who was at that time only twelve years of age. The 
young prince landed at Waterfdrd, with a considera- 
ble army. He was attended by a numerous train of 
proud and insoleiit Nomans, and a number of needy 
Englishmen, who hoped to retrieve their shattered 
fortunes in his service.. He was also accompanied 
by Ralph Granville, a lawyer of eminence, as his prin- 
cipal counsellor, and several ecclesiastics, amongst 
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whom was the well known writer on Irish a^rs, Qi% 
Taldii6 Canabrensb. Some of the Jjeinster chieftains 
speedily r^aired to the coort of Prince John to ten* 
der their respectful homage 5 but tixeir simple attire 
smd unpolished manners^ excited the contempt and 
ridicule of the vain and frivolous Normans. . The lof^ 
tjr spirU of the Irish k>Fds being roused to fury by 
this rudeness, they left the court inflamed with indig* 
nation, and meditating reyeuge* The drcumstances 
1^ their reception ware iqpeedily circulated throughout 
the island^ and the Princes of Thomond and Des^ 
mond, with several of the Connaught chieftains, who 
were on the poinJ; of proceeding to do homs^e to 
Prince John^ resolved to maJke ano&er e^^brt for th^ 
j^overy of their independence, 

Instead of adopting, xm the one hi^pd, judicious 
$ae93uii99 for repressing the rising spirit of bostility^ 
and on the othec» con.ci}iatiii(g Die friendstup of the 
old BngUsh settles and those. Ir^sh n^o continued to 
live peaceably amongst thamj <the Aew adventurers 
m^^ perm^itt^ (o drive tiien^ from their settlements, 
|;ow^ropin fc^r their own dependcpits, Initai^ 
by tiim WBWt wflferings,flanny of themjomed thedist 
^0ittented ctweftwns^. whfive umy waslhus conndes^ 
bly remfor(?ed, Tb§ fs^y a»d iuwraoui^ courit of 
j[ohn at length b^^iw^ilarp^P'ttUoseprpceedifig^ 
^nA to protect tl^e EBglisU provinces castka wcare oj?* 
de^d to be erected a^ Tipperary^ ArdSnnan> s^prd 
li»m^cf^ But tJiey were speedily d«iolished hy 
th^ Jw^wgi^n^ w))D^^ 4v^ "war ^m fwwd fvijA 
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dreadful raj^dity loto various other quarters. The 
c^tebmted Robert de la Poer was slaia in Ossoiy ; 
3ome other distinguished English leaders met a si- 
milar fate, and Qork would have fallen into the hands 
of Mac Arthy of Desmond^ but for the bravery of 
Theobald Fitz-Walter, the founder of the noble 
house of Ormond, whoslewthe Irish prince, with his 
whole party, A great portion of the country having 
continued for several months a scene of devastation 
which threatened the total subversion of the Eng- 
lish power, Henry deprived his son of that au- 
thority with which he had so imprudently invested 
him, and which had been'so weakly and wantonly 
exercised by his rapacious and libidinous courtiers. 

Hugh de Lacy would have been the most suitable 
person fot appeasing the turbulence which at this 
time universally prevailed^ but he had reqenlljf fal- 
len by the handa of an assas^iu. This unfortunate 
event caused Henry to confer the government on 
John de CouFcey, the fame of whose distinguished 
activity and valour tej:9iiied the insurgents, and 
checked their Inroads on the English province. The 
renewal of intestine quarrels aoon destroyed the 
bond of union amongst the Irish ; for while the Nor- 
thern chie& were engaged in saqguinary hostilities 
amoJQ^ themselves in Connaught, the unnatural 
sons of Rodeiick again took arms against their fatheri 
whom they obliged to rdinquish his nominal autho-* 
idty, and'^ek refoge from a scene of turbulence and 
awgetjr 'm .4^ fl[^^ast§ry of Cong. XWs prevalence 
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of faction amongst the natives enabled De Courcey 
not only to repel every attempt of the enemy against 
the English territory, but to carry his arms mto the 
hostile provinces. But the united force of Connor, 
the son of Roderick, and Donald O'Brien of Tho- 
mond, compelled him to retreat from Connaught 
with considerable loss, and this reverse encouraged 
the Ulster chiefs to attack the English settlements 
in that quarter. All their efforts, however, proved 
abortive, and the arrival of De Courcey who stormed 
and burned the town of Armagh, restored * the coun- 
try to ajpparent tranquillity. Connor, the king of 
Connaught, was assassinated about the same time, 
through the machinations of an ambitious brother, 
who fell soon after by the hand of a son of the mur- 
dered prince. Fresh scenes of intestine anarchy and 
slaughter sprang from these ev^nts^ and the English 
power acquired augmented strength from the bar* 
barous feuds and impolitic dissensions of the natives. 
It was at this period, A. n. 1189, that Henry II. 
ended his days in Normandy, twenty years after the 
first English invasion of Ireland. However plausi- 
ble the pretexts which he urged in justification of this 
project mky appear, we cannot hesitate to pronounce 
that his real motive was that thirst of extended pow- 
er which is the almost universal foible of princes. 
Had the circumstances of his reign permitted Henry 
to effect a real conquest of the country, and thus 
give free scope to the operation of English laws and 
institutions, there can be little doubt, that freland 
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vroidd atthis day, fill that situation among the nations 
. of the earth, for which the natural advantages confer- 
red by Providence appear to have designed her. But 
the circumstances, of peril and perplexity in which 
Henry was placed during the whole of his reign led 
him to the adoption of a political systeni with regard 
to this country, which greatly derogated from that 
wisdom and magnanimity by which he was general- 
ly characterized, and laid a foundation for all her 
subsequent, misfortunes. Without the power to 
effect a complete conquest, he still resolved at 
every risque to maintain the footing which he ob- 
tained in the island, trusting to future contingencies 
for its final subjugation. But the plans which were 
adopted, were much more calculated to retard than to 
accelerate such an event. The original adventurers, 
who engaged hi the service of a native prince that 
was held in abhorrence by the majority of the Irish, 
were invested with domaips which conferred upon 
them all the dignity and power of independent chief- 
tains ; while the governors^ who succeeded each 
other in rapid succession, brought with them a train 
of favorites, who must be provided for either by new 
conquests, or by sharing in the territories acquired 
by the first settlers. Hence deadly animosities were 
engendered between the English themselves, which 
would have proved fatal to their power, had not their 
enemies been still more disunited. 

Richard I. on his accession, confirmed to his bro- 
ther John the grant which his father had made to 
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him M Lctfdxif Ireland ; and the qpeedy deparCum dl 
the King for the Holy Land5 left in the hands of 
that prinee all the authority connected with it. He 
commenced his goremment by appointtng Hugh de 
Lacy, the yomiger, his deputy in the room of De 
Courcey, who, filled with indignation, retired into 
Ulst^. Cathal, surnamed the bioody-handed, of the 
famUy of Roderick^ had shortly before this period^ 
obtained the goyemment of Connaught* He soon 
avowed his hatred to foreigners, and his determina-^ 
tton to assert the rights of his family and country i 
and to accomplish this object more effectually, he 
concluded a treaty of peace and friendship with the 
Princes of Thomond and Desmond. As the settle- 
ments of De Courcey in Ulster were first menaced 
with attack, that chieflain collected all his forces to 
meet the threatened danger; but the braye Armoric 
of St. Lawrence, his n^st attaclied friend, while 
marching to his assistance through a part of Con^ 
naught, was suddenly assailed by Cathal with an 
overwhelming force, and his whole party^ consisting 
of two hundred and thirty men, were put to the swevd, 
but not till after a most determmed resistance, in 
which a thousand of their enemies are said to bare 
fallen. This success filled the Irish with exuliation^ 
and excited a general s^rit of revolt amongst all the 
confederates of Cathal; and those alarming appear^ 
ances caused John to displace De Lacy, for whom 
"William Petit was substituted. He was qnickly 
succeeded by William, Earl Marshal of England, 
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who had married Isabella/ daughter of EarlrStxoDg- 

bow. 
During the whole of this administration, sanguina-^ 

ry hostilities were carried on in Munster. Encou^ 
raged by the success of the Sovereign of Connaught, 
the chieftain of Thomond declared war against the 
English, and soon after gained a victory over them 
at Thurles: but the latter retaliated by ravaging 
Thomond, and they erected several forts for the pro- 
tection of their own settlements. The death of Da- 
4uel O'Brien favoured the progress of the invaders, 
which is said to have been sharked hy great barbari- 
ties; but the approach of Cathal, the Connaught 
Prince, forced them to retrace their stqps, after they 
saw their newly erected castles razed to the ground. 
This success was followed up by Mac Arthy of Des- 
monds who drove the English out of Limerick, and 
lepulsed them in two attempts to recover that impor- 
tant place. Soon after the united forces of Desmond, 
jConuatight, and O'Loughlan, the Chief of the Nor- 
thern Uy^Nial^ laid siege to Cork, which was compel- 
led to capitulate, and thus the English were deprived 
of thf^ir last remaining post of strength in ^Munster. 
Ifi A'i'97, £arl Marshal was succeeded in the go- 
vecawM^t by Hamo de Valois. Ireland was at this 
time in a state of the utmost distraction : De Cour- 
oey in Ulster, and De Lacy in Meath, had assumed 
a state of independence 5 Connaught, under its na- 
tive Sovereign, defied the power of the English; 
Munster was nearly evacuated by them, and 
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their authority inLeinster was maintained with diffi« 
culty. An exhausted exchequer forced thenewgovemor 
to invade the ecclesiastical possessions^ and this led 
Comyn, the Archbishop of Dublin, first to denounce 
the vengeance of Heaven against these sacrilegious 
proceedings, and then to abandon the country. It 
was in the midst of these disorders that Roderick 
O'Connor breathed his last in extreme old age at 
the monastery of Cong, wh^e he had been secluded 
during the last twelve years of his eventful life. 

With the death of her last native monarch, we 
close our outline of the ancient History of Ireland. 
From this period our connexion with England may 
be considered as decided, and all the future promi- 
nent transactions of the country will be found close- 
ly involved with the subsequent History of Lime- 
rick. More than six centuries havesinee passed away^ 
of which the three first were spent in vain efforts to 
unite in a common allegiance to the English crowa 
two races of men, whom ancient animosities had 
rendered hostile to each other, and whose prejudices 
were continued and invigorated, not only by incessant 
reciprocal injuries^ but by the opposing laws andin^ 
stitutionsunderwhich they lived* In the two centuries 
that followed, to political feuds weresuper^^dded others 
of a religious naituxe ; and that j^efo]rno)S(tion in the 
Church, Vf hich, after a short struggW, . had obtaiaed 
tbiealmostuniversalsufiirage of tiiepeopla of England^ 
proved «iu Irel^d the fruitful squrce.^f fresh distrac- 
tions, from the. iqjudiaQu&meaps which were adopts 
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ed for its establishment and extension. Since the 
accession of the House of Hanover to the throne of 
Great Britain, efforts have been made, and not with- 
out success, to repair the evils which misgovem- 
ment on the one hand, and a spirit of intestine turbu- 
lence and faction on the other, had, through the 
whole period of her history, inflicted on this fair is- 
land, which, if we may be permitted to judge from the 
rich bounties of situation, soil, and climate, with 
which Providence has blessed her, was intended by 
the God of Nature to be the abode of wealth, of hap- 
piness and peace. 

The peculiar evils which have afflicted Ireland 
through every stage of her existence, cannot be just- 
ly' attributed to any distinctive feature in the charac- 
ter of hei" people, which, her enemies being judges, 
possesses qualities of the noblest description, while 
many of its defects are, perhaps, rather to be refer- 
red to the force of circumstances, than to any natu- 
ral depravity, which, in these particulars, renderii 
them sinners above all others. We conceive th^t to 
the ancient division of the country, and the constitu- 
tion of its government lihder its native prmces, may 
be traced the origin of Ireland's misery and weak- 
ness. The partition of a limited territory amongst so 
many provincial kings, with its subdivisiohs amongst 
innumerable petty chieftains, proved the fruitful pa- 
rent of perpetual hostilities, and ultimately led to the 
annihilation of th^t union which would have been 
the surest protection against foreign invasion. Eng« 
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land and other countries, were at one period 
similarly circumstanced; but in these, after the 
lapse of a few centuries, a coiTective was applied by 
the ambition of Bome tyrant, whose power swallowed 
up that of the rest, and at the expense of individual 
lights, gave consolidation and unity to their respec- 
live states. But when Ireland^ torn as she was by 
intestine feuds, became an object of cupidity to the 
neighbouring nations, that union amongst her native 
princes, which could alone secure her independence,^ 
was found to be unattainable : the provincial kings, 
instead of combining to repel the invaders, weakened 
ekch other with senseless fury by domestic hostili^ 
ties, while the Monarch, deprived of all confidence 
in his vassals, was forced reluctantly to submit to 
the domination of a foreigner. Such was the com- 
mencement of that feverish connexion which sub- 
»sted for several centuries between England and Ire- 
land — a connexion, whose anomalous nature was, at 
intervals, productive of the most dreadful. paroxysms, 
^V^bile'the former sought by means, at once impolitio 
and unjust, to retain the sovereignty of the island, the 
^tter looked altematdy to almost every power in. 
,I^rope,for aid to deliver them from the yoke which 
tl^ey detestied. A juster line of policy on the part 
^Xh/e rulinff power; has abated tliat thirst for inde- 
p^dence, which there is little prdspeet that Ireland 
codd long maintsdn ; and the wise and discerning ot 
both countries are now willing to admit, that the pros^ 
perity and happiness of every member of the British 
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Empire rests solely ob a unkm of affection atid in* 
terest throughout the whole. All except dema- 
gogues and agitators, are willing to consider the an- 
cient injuries inflicted or suffered by either party, 
not' as crimes for which their posterity should pay 
the penalty, but as an unhappy state of things inse- 
parable from the spirit of an age, when political jus- 
tice was measured by the sword, and when revenge 
Was ranked amongst the noblest virtues. The lapse 
of time, the mingling of the two nations by family 
alliances, the progress of commerce and the arts, 
and above all, the diffusioii of feelings more conso^ 
nant to morality and true religion, have greatly 
softened those asperities, which were engendered by* 
the inauspicious circumstances of their first connex- 
ion, and invigorated through many generations by re- 
ciprocal injuries. England seems, at length, will- 
ing to make amends for her former injustice ; and if 
her suffering sister shall accept the reparation in a 
gracious spirit of kind!ness and forgetfulness, a com- 
. munity of interest and affection will speedily render 
the population of the British Empire, what they 
never yet have been, one people. Partaking in all 
the blessings which British Wealth and British iir- 
stitutions are capable of conferring, Ireland will yet 
become contented Mid happy; while in her fertile 
soil. Great Britain shall find the granary of hei» em- 
pire, and in her brave and hardy sons, the eAergetic^ 
defenders of her power and greatness. 
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GOTERNMBNT AND RELIGION. 

The concurrent testimony of our native annalists 
confirms the opinion that Ireland^ at a very remote 
period was divided into a pentarchy, composed of 
the kingdoms of Munster, Leinster^ Connaught, 
Ulster, and Meath, The comparative extent of each 
has been thus stated.— Munster contained seventy 
cantreds of land — Leinster, thirty-one — Connaught, 
thirty — Ulster, thirty-five, and Meath eighteen. — 
Each cantred contained thirty town-lands, and eve- 
ry town-land eight plough-lands, which latter is ge- 
nerally supposed to have been such a quantity of 
land as could give employment to one plough 
through the year. Since the overthrow of the an- 
cient government these kingdoms have been convert- 
ed into provinces, with the exception of that of 
Meath, which has been added to the province of' 
Leinster. It has been asserted, that the country was 
anciently sub-divided into twenty-five dynasties, but 
we have no authentic information on this subject previ- 
ous to the division of the several provinces into 
counties by the English. Twelve of these counties 
were erected by King John, viz. seven in Leinster, 
namely, Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Uriel or Louth, Ca- 
therlogh (now Carlow,) Kilkenny and Wexford; and 
five in Munster, viz. Waterford, Cork, Limerick, Ker- 
ry and Tipperary . Of these, four counties only in Lein- 
ster, namely, Dublin, Meath, Kildare, and Louth^ 
comprized what was called the English pale, and 
this portion of territory with some of the maritime 
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towns in other quarters, might be considered as the 
only part of the country in the actual possession of 
the English during the three first centuries after the 
Invasion. In the reign of Henry VIII. Meathwas di- 
vided into the counties of Meath and Westmeath, 
under separate Sheriffs and Coroners. Under Phi- 
lip and Mary, Leix and some other districts near the 
river Barrow, were erected into a county, which was 
called the Queen's County, and the territory of Of- 
faley, on the opposite side of the same river, was 
denominated the King's County. An Act of Parlia- 
ment was passed in the same reign to divide all waste 
grounds into counties and hundreds. In virtue of 
this act, Annaly was erected into the county of Long- 
ford in 1565, by Sir Henry Sidney, and Conpaught 
was at the same time divided into the countie;^ of 
Clare, Gal way, Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon and ,Lei-r 
trim ; but Clare was subsequently re-anne^^d toj 
Munster. Ulster, now the most civilized of all the 
provinces, was tixe last brought into a semblaace^ 
of subjection to the English institutions^ as 
Monaghan, Ti|•o^e, Coleraine, (now Deny,) Done- 
gall, Fermanagh, and Cavan were n,pt forme4 
into counties till the ,ye^r 1684. Antrini ax^i Dovvn^ 
are supposed |;9, have be^n reduced into shires by 
John^ de Courc^y , as early as 1 1 77. Wicklow, , which . 
was o^ginally comprized in the county 
Tvas hot formed into a separata county . till 
; With regard. to the ancient govemmept 
it appears undoubted that the same system 
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asfioeiation and suborffinatiou vfaich pervaded the 
greatest part cXEmope forao loiig aperiod^ pre^* 
edako in tiiis island. The dignity of Su{Hieme JMb-* 
Bardi ^maa jiot hereditaiy by right cfprimogenitiuiey 
but elective from the JUog-Danum, or royal stock of 
the Milesian family, the person chosen being general- 
ly «0iiie near relative of the reignii^ prince. This 
mode of Acting the Sovereign was denominated the 
law of Tanistry, whereby the iMost and most deserv- 
ing of the family was supposed to be appointed to 
the chiefgovemment of the state. JSut whatever sem** 
blance of lib^y and attention to the interests of Ihe 
nation this {daninay have possessed, thefactionswhio^ 
it engendered proved jnost destractive to the peace 
and {ff<»perity of the country^ an opinion which is 
sufficiently confirmed by the adcnowledged fact, tlurt 
out of two hundred of the Irish kings, one hundred 
and seventy died -violent or premature deaths^*-** 
The subordinate chieftains were chosen in a^simitar 
manner, and their in^mguratton is stated to hofe 
been accompanied by the folio wii^ significant cere* 
monies. The several estates haying assembled ^m 
file top of a his, one of the cbi^ me» arose, havini^ 
inlus hand a straight white waad without any knots. 
He then advanced to the newly elected king, :asMi 
presented to him the wand with the foHowing ad- 
dress : *^ Receive the auspicio*^ ensign of yonr di^ 
nity, and rememb^ to imitate in your life and go^ 
vemment the whiteness, strs^ghtoess, and evenness of 
(his rod ^ to^ the end that no evil tongue may expresa 
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the candour of your actions with blacknessi no cor- 
ruption pervert your justice^ nor any ties of friftod- 
ship make it partial. Take^ therefore, upon you in a 
lucky hour the government of this peoide, and exer- 
cise the power givenyou hereby with all freedom and 
security." The Kings of Munster were proclaimed 
on a large stone placed on the asceptto the ctmrch 
at Casheli 

It is natural to suppose that th6 inauguration of 
the Supreme Monarch must have been accompanied 
by a ceremonial much more august, though respects 
ii^it, previous to the introduction of Christianity, no 
particulars are to be found in our authentic records ; 
it has therefore, been a matter of dispute, whether unc- 
tion was used :upon that occasion. That the royal 
crown was worn at all solemnities, not only by the 
Supreme Monarch but by the provincial kings, if 
less questionable $ and on this subject we have tb^ 
following observations in Harris's Warer^AfUiqui- 
iiesy page 66.—" It is said by Hector Boetius, that 
^ die Kings of Scotland, from the time of Fergus 
their first king, to the reign of Achaius, who died in 
819, wore a:plain crown of gold, Militaris Valli 
forma^ in the foimi of a military palisade/ It is no 
improbable conjecture that in this practice they imi- 
tated their anicetriiors, the Irish Kings, Fergus being 
of that race. This conjecture receives some strength 
from the golden crown, which in the year 1692, wa^ 
dug out of a bog on the top of a hill called Bfurpa- 
Iiely, or the Devil's-bit, in the county erf Tipperary, 



Digitized by 



Google 



206 piifiiOMiNART \mw. 

which was supposed to have been a crown h(A(mffBg 
to some provincial kiDg. It weighed about fii^e 
ounces, the border and the head were raised m chank 
ed work, and seemed to bear*a resemblance to the 
close crown of the Eastern Empire^ which was com- 
posed of the helniet and diadem/* Mr. Harris ooa- 
jectutes that this crown belonged to some Irii^ king> 
before the planting of Christianity in Ireland, be- 
cause it was destitute of tiie cross, it ftU into the 
hands of a Mr. Joseph Comerferd, who earned it into 
France^ where it is probably still preserved. The 
Irish histories mention that the Qteeen of Cathoir^ 
mor. King c^ Ireland, had her goldeci Asioa or 
crown stolen frorni her, a. d. 174, at the Convention 
of Taxah. At the celebrated batOe of Clontarf, the 
Monarch, Brien Boiromhe^ was discovered by the 
Danes in consequence of having the royal ciowii 
on his head, which is said to have been afterwanti 
carried to Rome by his son Donogh^ wben he mi- 
dertook a pilgrimage to that city. 

It is impossible to ascertainibe preisise auSiority 
which the Supreme Monarch possessed ; bi^ if we 
are permitted to judge from £sids, it murt bave been 
extremely circumscribed beyond the Jimits of his 
own immediate jurisdiction, and his feudati^ies seem- 
ed to feel no further obligaticm to him than to render 
4tie stipulated tribute. Each dynast exercised royal 
power in his own territoiry, and had under him as 
many petty kings^as these were beads ^f families or 
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septs wkh^i his tenritory.^ Each of the$e r^tamed 
a Brehon or law3ief m his feinily, who admijEiiatexed 
justice to all persons belonging to his tribe. The 
revenue of the Supnenae Monarch as well as that of 
the provincial kings, wss derived fr<Hn the tribute of 
his vassal princes which was usually paid in corn, 
hay> or cattle ;t from the produce of the mensal 

* The Irish Clueftuasj, according to Doctor Ledwich^ con- 
sisted of four classes^ viz. the Righ, or provincial king ; Ti- 
arna, the chief of a large district ; Toiseach, die military lea- 
der ; and Rath, the ruler of a rath or rathi^i with a portion of 
land surrounding tbem. Hie proviQQe of Munster alone con- 
tmed eighteen kingdoms ; six of them were in the county of 
Cork, and four in that of Limerick. 

t Some ide^i of the value of this part of the Sovereign's reve- 
nue, may he formed from the tribute which the Psince of Osao- 
ry was obliged tp pay annually to the Ar(}»Bigh, ox Monarch of 
Mpuster^ which pousfsita^d of ^even hundred cows, seven hun- 
dred cloaks, and 8^ contingent of troops when required. Many 
of the higher nobility held their lands by virtue of theitf offices 
in the Monarches household. The Macnamaras were here- 
ditary marshals, theMaclsvncies hereditary justices, and others 
fal^^ers and huntpiQen to the Monarch of Munster. The in- 
ferior chieftains were also bound to render various tiibutes and 
services to the higher rank ; thus the Macarties, andent kings 
of Desmond, numbered amongst theiir subjects,, the O'^ulli- 
vans, Macdonoughp, O'Donoughs,. OKeiffe^, O'Callaghans, 
Macauleys, &c. O'Sullivan was bound to aid Macarty with 
Ids whole strength, to give 1dm five galloglasaes^ a tueef, or 
six shillings and eight pence for every arable piQ^gh-land,— to 
pay half-a-crown for every ship that came to fish in his 
harbour— to entertain Macarty and his train whenever he came 
to Dunboy — to find hounds and spaniels fot his use, and] to 
render him many oOief Betwicea.-^-SmfW^ f^drry, oHdCoafs 
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lands of the crown, and from subsidies granted by 

the states on pressing emergencies. 

The order next in rank to the NobiKty were the 

Puidirs, who may be classed with the Saxon Ceorles, 

These rented farms on stipulated conditions^ which 

differed in the various tribes^ The lowest order in the 

State were the Betages^ answering to the Saxon Vil^. 

leins^ who^ it appears, from various documents still 

extant, were transferable with the land* 
Though the form of the government was moQarchi* 

cal, yet the general affairs of the nation were re- 
gulated by an Assembly resembling the Saxon 
Witenagemot, which met triennially at the royal 
seatofTeamor or Tarah, in the county of Meath, 
to enact laws and reform abuses. The militia, 
we are told, was under the authority of this As- 
sembly, and all crimes committed against its mem- 
bers were exempt from pardon by the Sovereign,-^ 
Other Coimcils are also said to have been held at 
Eamania and Cruachain for regulating the national 
police and debating subjects relative to trade ancl 
commerce. We have no reason to suppose that 
members were nominated to sit in those assemblies 
by popular election i " the requisites for a seat iii 
them," says Dr. Ledwich, " were a certain estate, 
employment at Court, or a particular summons by 
the prince." 

The people were governed by a code generally 
denominated the Brehon laws, which has been at^ 
tributed to Druidical origin, though sonie of those 
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laws were evidently compiled posterior to the intro- 
duction of Christianity. The administration of the 
laws was entrusted to a person called Breathamh or 
Brehon, who sat either on the summit or acclivity 
of a hill, to try all cases of murder^ felony, or tres- 
pass, which might be brought before hun. One of 
these ancient judgment seats, still called the Bre^ 
hon*s chsdr, is on the hill of Kyle in the Queen's 
County, where the Brehon of the Fitzpatricks held 
his court. 

We must refer such of our readers as are desirous 
to investigate the nature of our ancient jurispru- 
dence, to the writings of Vallancey and other learned 
antiquaries on this subject, our limits only permitting 
us to observe, that the greatest crimes, even that of 
murder, were seldom punished, otherwise than by 
fines, of which the Brehon or Judge had the ele- 
venth part for his fee. Of all the ancient Irish insti- 
tutions^ Tanistry and Gavelkind^ the two great laws 
of inheritance, appear to be the best understood. — 
By the first, to which we have already alluded, the 
right of succession among the Grandees or Dynasts 
Was regulated, while the latter determined the partition 
ofinferior estates ; for upon every death, according to 
the law of Gavelkind^ the possessions of the whole 
faniily were divided amongst all the sons, or nearest 
of kin, being males, not excluding bastards. These 
iaws are generally considered to have greatiy imped- 
ed the advancement of the people in wealth and ci- 



Digitized by 



Google . ^^ 



110 PBELQflNART TIEW. 

vili^atioo^ from the little encourageDai^ whtca ibey 
held out to the acquisitioQ of property. ^Frofnthis 
custom/' says Sir James Ware, ** every one of the 
sons, though labourhig under the most shameful po- 
verty, looked upon himself as a gentleman, and dis- 
dained to exercise husbandry or any meebamcal 
art, though his partible share was so meaa ev io^- 
nificant From hence followed many iaconveuieii- 
cies ; for the often gavelling of estates in the end, of 
necessity, created a poor and mean gentry ; yet tfa^se 
poor gentlemen were so afiected to their small por*- 
tions of land, that they rather chose to live at home 
by rapine, extortion, oppression^ and conspin^cy,' 
than to seek more ample fortunes abroad."^ 

* We have seen an Essay on the nature and influence 
of the ancient Irish Institutes, commonly called Brehon Laws, 
which has been recently written by Mr. Edward O'Reilly, Au- 
thor ef the "Irish English Dictionary and Grammar/' &c. in 
ocmsequence of a gold medal having been offered by the Royal 
Academy for the best Essay on this subject. Mr. O'Reilly 
contends, that the Irish had written laws at a very early 
period ; that the greater part of them were brought in 
by the first Milesiaji or Ibemo-Celtic colony^ ^nd th9.t from 
the intermixture of this people with the Gauls and Britons who 
had been previously settled in the country, the Irish Institutes 
must exhibit a picture of Celtic manners, and throw more light 
on the history and antiquities of many ancient nations, and 
particularly those of Britain and Ireland, than can proba- 
bly be obtained from any other quarter. In speaking of the 
law of Eric or pecuniary atonement for criminal offences, he 
xjites various authorities to prove that the practice prevailed 
amcmgst most of the aacient nations of Europe, and be 



Digitized by 



Google 



GOVnmENT AMD MOJGION. IH 

Other customs prevailfid, littla less injurious, ^ich 
though not enlbroed by law, had by long praetiee 
been brought into high repute. The first of these 
was tenned Fostering, by which the children of the 
nobility and othor persons of rank or wealth, were 
pat out to nwse with tiie lower orders, who frequent* 
ly purchased this desirable privilege, which often pio^ 
duced an alliance between the parties stronger than 
that of blood. '^ lii consequence of this,'' Stanihurst 
remarks, *' you cannot find one instance of perfidy, 
deceit, or treachery among them -, nay they are rea- 
dy to expose themselves to all manner of danger for 
the safety of those who sucked their mother's mi&." 
This practice, as wdl as that of Gossipredor Compa*^ 
temity, though th^ probably originated from mo- 
tives of the most laudable description, were firequent* 
ly productive of combinations jmd cotdeder^^^ cf 
the most destructive nature. 

But while these usages, however injurious to the 
State, might be considered in the firat instance, fa- 
vourable to the lower orders, there were others, the 
necessary consequences of tlie feudal nature of the 
government, by which they were miserably oppress- 
ed. These were the exactions imposed upon them 
by their lords, under the names of Bonagbt, (after- 
wards continued by the English under the terms of 

eontendfl Hiatthe laws of Tanistry and Gavelkind, instead of 
being opgposed to the progress of national prosperity, .according 
to the opinion of jnany writers^ were highly conducive to its 
advancement. 
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Coigne and livery,) Cosheiy, &c. The jftrst of 
them was imposed at the pleasure of the lord on his 
tensmts Tor' the,Inainte^ance of his soldiers, and was 
bbtained either m sp^^ or by sending the troops to 
live amongst them. at. free quarters. By the latter 
Giq tenant was bound^ when required, toprpvide en- 
tertainment for the cWf and hi^retinup. Tothp^e 
were^dded a variety of further exactions^ such ai^findr 
m^' fuel for his house, supplying victuals to his work* 
ineh,, and many others, which placed the unhappy 
peasantry in a complete state of.Vassalagje. 
'In a country circumstanced, as Irebsmd has been 
from the liiost remote period pf lier history, there 
was but too much room for the dis|>l^y of military 
geriiu4. Hence' we are told that our native princes 
cb^ferred flie order of knighthood oh their sons^ at the 
iariy age of seven years, with great' ceremohy. With 
respect to the ancient Irish army, we are infoi;med 
that their horsemen were armed with arrows and ja- 
A'elihs, arid that military chariots were used to preok 
file eheray*s ranks. The horsemen were attended by 
sit^kkts on foot, armed only with darts, who were 
6hacfg6d'^ith the care of the horses/ fcambrensis, 
sRys,-'thaft at the^arrival of the English, the Irish used 
tttrfee ''kinds 6f arms, viz. short' lances, darts, and 
t/tclad'Wes',^ exceedihgly ^ell steeled, ihe litter of 
WhiiKttfey wifelded with such force and* dexterity, that 
me ^^rhole thigh of a soldier, though cased in com- 
^W'&tnibhry^iA been frequently ' lopped off by a 
^hf^^V^tb^: 'hi t\ie' middle ages; the 'Irish liglit 
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horse Ivere caHed hobbelers^ from serving on those 
horses called hobbies, which were then in much esr 
teem. The Records of the Tower of London state, 
that in the 36th of Edward m. orders were issued 
for sending two thousand hobbelers out of Ireland 
against the Scots ; and a few of them under the £larl 
of Kildare attended the king at the siege of Calais. 
The Irish infantry at the same period were of two 
descriptions: the first were called gallowglasses^ who 
wore an iron head-piece, and a coat of mail. Their 
arms consisted of along sword and a pole-axe with 
which they often did dreadful execution. The se* 
cond were a kind of light infantry called kerns, who 
fought With darts and javelins, and occasionally with 
swords and a species of knife called skeyns. An- 
other weapon of the Irish is also mentioned which 
was. called krann tabbail, a wooden sling with 
which they cast stones at a great distance with the 
greatest dexterity and precision. Many of the an- 
cient Irish weapons have been dug up from time to 
time in various parts of the country. They appear 
to have been generally made of brass. Sir James 
Ware mentions, that he had in his possession the 
brass of a military axe, of rude and antique work* 
man^p which had been diig up in a bog in the 
county of Leitrim. Mr. Harris saw a short sword, 
or skeyn, whose blade was of the same material, 
which was discovered at Dungan-hill in the county 
of Meath ; and Mr, Stuai:t in his History of Armagh, 
states that Punic-fashioned brazen swords, spears, 

N 
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cdts^ fiiat arrow-^faeadSi axul brazea truoipets haye 
been dug up la the yiciDity of that city. 

Thei Irish appear to have made littie use of the 
art of fortification^ their chief confidence bcdng placed 
10 that impetuous.fury with which tbey attacked the 
enemy, and by which ikey are characterized to the 
pmsent day. They generally advanced to the sound 
ofmititaiy muidc and the martial cry. o( Farrahy, 
FarvAh^ which has been coigectured to. mean Fall ouy 
Fallon;farrah^\Xiih^\r[S^^ 

.or violence. At a sobaequait period, when factions 
universally prevailed, every chief of a sept had bis 
peeuUai war-cry^ which generally tenninalted withth? 
word ahwy which, is suppose^tohave noieant th^ cause 
of the chieftain or leader.^ By others it is ecsyec*- 

* In Harrises Ware, we ifind {he foUoWing curious collection 
of the war-cries of the princ^ai septs or fkmMies' ia Irdand. 

The (yHiJtM Cry was, Lamh-dearg-abo^, the Cause of, or 
Hu2za for Red-hand! which was his Crest. 

O^Brien^^^Lamh'Laider'aboe, Hu22a fiwr fi^ofi^-Aams^M^lrest, 
a dexter arm holding a naked sword. 

The M€u:^Arihy9* and Fitz-Mdurice^ i was the* same as'the 
O'Briens'. 

The Butlers' of the House of Omumd—BtOlBr^^Aae, Hnsza 
for Butler ! . , • ■ 

The Fitzgeraide, Earl of KUdose^-^^iwi^^i^, Hctess Ib^ 
Cmm \ supposed to he taken fiom the stn»i^ casde of Gtook. Id 
the county of Limerick. 

The Earl oi Desmonds' — iSf^att-ofV-a^, Huzza for the old 
placed 

The Baurkes', Earls of Clanriekard — Gadriaffh-aboe, Husbn 
far the Red Engiishman ! Richard de Bourgo, the second Earl of 
Ulbter, haying heen called the Red Earl. 
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tared to have been an exclamation similar to our 
huzza ! These war-cries of particular families were 
productive of such evils, tiiat they were abolished by 
act of parliament in 1 494. 

Having given this brief summary of tiie political 
and n^litaiy institutions of the country previous to 
the arrival of the English, we shall now telkesome 
notice of its religion, which from the remot- 
est period appears to have been closely connect- 
ed with the State. Druidism, the religion of all the 
Celtic tribes, was also that of the pagan Irish, and 
the Druids appear to have been not only their priests 
and philosophers, f)Ut their legislators and statesmen. 
Caesar gives a long dissertation on their office and 
jurisdiction; \frhich may be reduced to the following 
heads. Theii: functions were ttwo-fold, one brandi 
of which related to divine matters, by virtue whereof 

The Fitzpatricks' oiMtK-Gill-Patrick'-Gear-Latder^aboe, Hu^^ 
za ^T^Slrmsta^ Sharp! alluding to their crest— a Lion and a 
Dragon. 

The (yCarroUs*—Shawet'{dM)€, Huzza for the Sfr^mgr! from 
whence the present motto of the family. In Fide et in BeUo • 
J&riis/fs siipposM to have been derived. 

Mae Swings*, or Mac-Sweenys* — BattaHoA-adoe, Huzza for the 
Noble Staff I alladlng to a part of the family arms. 

The Hiffemam' — Qeart-na^suai-aboey^VLZZ^i, for theBight feom 
above ! their arms intimating that they had no justice to ex-' - 
pect but from the aid of Heaven. 

The Husseys', Barons of Galtrim — Cair-dtreaek-adoe, Huz«- 
za for Strict Justice I 

The 0'Sui/ivams',^Fustina^Steiley'aboe--Quere. 

The Knight of Kerfy—FoiTi-duidAe^^il^, Huzm for the 
YelUuf Troop! 
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i)iey ei^ecuted the office of the priests, and the second 
ha^ resp^t tOf things tempCMral^ whereby they had 
the edu(iatibn of youth, and were appointed judges 
and arbiters of all pubfic and private controversies. 
. They were empowered to confer rewards and punish- 
mefifts^ .5Mwi th/ey were exempted from warfare and 
all public contributions. Some account of their re- 
ligious doctrines and ceremonies will be found in the 
• subjoined note.* 

^ The leading feature of the Dniidical religion, as the name 

(being derived from their sylvan mcfde of life) imports, was, 

' Aat they celebrated their religious rites in groves of oak. They 

appear to have paid their adoration to the Sun, the Moon, and 

. (tbd other celestial luminaries, and they also had their moun- 

. taio and their river-gods. Jupiter, according' to Golgan and 

oth^ masters of the Irish language, was' wor^hi^ed under 

, the name of Cram-cruadA, Crums being obsoliete Irish Tor 

Th^mder.. Apollo, or the Sun, was called Beali or Be/m, atid 

this firje was lighted up on the 1st of May^ which is still called 

Bealtine, as the great fire of Samhuin, or the moon, was lighted 

upon the 1st of November. ' - 

, That, the Druids lived and practised theii' titual in gtoves, 

i^ st|oi^gly corroborated by the fact, that eyti^ letter of their 

,, Ajlpha^t was called after the name of som^ tree. ThmtBetk 

o^B, was aBeech,Lf«or L, quick-beam, J\^t0» orN,tfae Ash tree, 

Feam or F, the Alder tree. Soil or S; the Ozier, Huaih the 

Hawthorn, Dair or D, the Oak ; and so on. 

, , .Tacitus tells us, thatthe Celtes in their SpAtaSacra, or saoted 

. grpyes had a secret recess, which they called by the non^ of 
tlieir Peity, and which they held hi the utmdet venemition ; 

, . m^dthat they thought it inconsistent with the greatness of their 
Gods to confine them within walls, or giv« traman representa- 

...tioi^aofthem.^ ^hen the Christian succeeded the Druidic 

. h^^f^rchy, they hallowed a certain portion of this holy grove 
and called it Dair the oak ; hence Dair'Enis, «nd other plaices. 
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The Druidical religion wbiob was, jjt^ost probably 
derived from the example of thepai^riafcljiSj^ who ^^vo^- 
shipped the true God ia groves, aiid un^er the 
branches of the spreading oak, deg;eif|^ra^ed, first into 

. are so denominated. A Saint was afterwards buried'h^rd and 
an altar erected over him^ calted Cilie or in/, ^^bich'dancfees 
both a sepulchre and a diurch. \ \>u 

The ritual of the Druids has beon variously lepres^t^. 
Some writers have asserted that it was extremely simple ; 
that no victims bled on their altars, nor did the dag^r of s\i- 
perstition or fanatacism glitter round id6ls of wood or stone ; 
they adored the heavenly luminaries together with those deities 
whom they believed to preside over their groves, their 
fountains aiad .rivers, but under no visible form. This mode 
of worship i^ siaid to have been first introduced into Ireland by 
the Phcenicians who had derived it from the Egyptians. Soine 
learned men have deduced the origin of Druidism froiA the 
Sacred Writings, where the patriarchs are often mentioned as 
performing thek . religious observances under oaks, and ' in 
groves ; and there cao be little doubt that their Heathefn des- 
cendants carried this patriarchal custom into the various coikn- 
tries among which they were dispersed. '* 

The account of the religious ceremonies and pracfices' of 
the Druidtf which has been given by Caesar, Strabo,' Tacitus, 
Suetonius and Pliny, differs very materially from the foregoing. 
CffiSar asserts, that they made use of human sacrificed on 
their aitars> and persuaded the people, that the immortal 
deities could not be appeased otherwise than by devoting the 
•hfe of one man fer^the lif^ of another. Sometimes they made 
up images of la .monstrous size, whose limbs and parts' being 
composed'of osierS/ they filled with living men, which iset- 
ting oa fire, they burned the enclosed victims to death. ' They 
were of opinion that the execution of those takeii in' ' ttWl or 
robbery, or convicted of any other crime, was most pl6a^ihg to 
liie Gods ; but for want of such they did not spare the itino- 
nooent. Strabo a<}ds some particulars to this accoiiht of 
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the adoratioh of the heavenly bodies^ and afterwards 
into that of idols of gold and silver, of wood and 
slone, the wt)rkmanship of their own hands, accom- 
panied by rites and ceremonies more or less cruel 

Ca&sat." " The Gauls (says he) never sacrifice without the 
" Druids. They are reported to offer men in sacrifice, and 
" in their sacred rites ; some they pierce with arrows, ^ome 
** they impale on stakes, and huildipg up a colossus of hay 
" about it, they bum to ashes in it, altogether both tame and 
" wild beasts of all kinds, and men." Tacitus also hints at 
the same custom prevailing among the Britons. *' Their al- 
" tars (says he) are perfumed with the blood of prisoners, 
" and they think it lawful to consult the Gods by inspecting 
" into the entrails of men." Pliny asserts, that the Druids who 
are the Gaulish Magi, hold nothing so sacred as the misletoe, 
and the tree on which it grows, if it be an oak. They select 
groves of this wood for religious purposes, nor do they perform 
any sacred office without garlands of its leaves, from which 
they derive their name of Druids. This is done on the sixth 
day of the moon, a day so much esteemed by them, that they 
have made their months and ages, (which coi^sist of but thirty 
years) to take their beginnings from it, the moon being at that 
time bright enough, though not arrived at quarter her fulness. 
This day they call. All Heal. The misletoe being v^ry scarce, 
is collected with great ceremony. Having prepared their 
feast and sacrifices under the oak, two white bulls are tied to 
it, a priest, clad in white, ascends the tree and cuts the misle- 
toe, and it is received below in a white garment. They then 
sacrifice their victims. 

But these conflicting accounts may be reconciled, if we con> 
sider that the Druids, when known to the Bomans, had unit- 
ed the Celtic and Scythic rituals, and the followers of Odin, 
had erected upright pillar8> stone circles, and Cromleachs, with- 
in the sacred groves of the Celtes, and in these circlesj^ the 
most solemn offices, civil and religious were performed. On 
the Cromleachs, sacrifices and divine honours were ofifered up 
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troduced into this country by the. northern. patipq3 
some cent^ries before the incanjiatiop^.^d.we j^mye 

to their chieftains and heroes after their decease ; and on the' 
posts and pillars^ their Oghams and Runic characters were in- 
scribed. The Danes, when they invaded this ^untry^ l^ft 
thcMse standmg from their being, a part of tbeif if atioi^al, .woi[* 
ship, for Wormius tells us, that they used them in their own 
country, either as Fora for the administration of justice^ as 
Comitialiafbr the election and inauguration of kings, or a$ Tdm« 
pies for particular tijjbea. From what has been said, by these 
several writers we may perceive that the grove was Druidic 
and the stone circle Firbolgian. 

With regard to the doctrines of the Druids, we have but 
scanty information. As they deemed it unli^fol to cooMuit, 
tbeir mysteries to writing, their traditions ^ere deUve];ed in 
ambiguous speeches and equivocal expressions. The immor- 
tality of the soul appears to have been one of their principal, 
maxims. Caesar and Pliny ascribe to the Druids the opinion 
ot the Fythagorical ^ansmigration of souls ; but though Lu* 
can in llie. following lines mentions their doctrine of a second 
life, he gives not the slightest hint of the Metempsychosis. , 



- VobU atictoribus umbrft 



Vch fcdtte BMItt iedes, jnOaquB pidunfi ' 
FattidftnigDapebiiit: I^gtt idmn ipiriUift Mtus^ 
Orbo a^o^ long% Caottis.sl oognttB, Tita 
Mors media est. 

If dyiii9 tnocWlf dcMttii tfeef rixig origiit. 
No ghosts descend to dweU in dreadfiil nigbt, 
No parting souls to grisly Pluto go, 
Nor seek the dreaiy silent shades below ! 
Bat ibttll th^y fly' immortU in their kind, 
And cHbelr b(^di«!i in hew workb tftey'find. 
Tiut life feerer nat its eiMllBM«faeay 
Ajid Uke a Ull^^ d««lfahut dividw tbe ap«6e^ 
A step j^ which qqb but for a nipment last, . 
A point between thQ future and the past.~-RowE. 
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every reason to believe that Ii^land was reduced to 
a state of th^. JoWe$t moral \ idMgmdationv - when the 
first .preachers ofi.Chrfetiaiiity ^reack^ l^r^shor^^. 
Tb^ce i» littlefoobfitUilitj^ »thak il^]i( ^mr be asoer- 



e4in boHutdifilwt itiis iHDQUiBbtlK)thcttOhiMdai»ty was 
i^tro4pcj^^i|gitto the^ffouiktB^. Jbiigil9«tfdMiJlh€f mteioto 
Qf.igtAP^tskka ^liij9ndei»£fegam^blfttihi<« b^ 
W»cf^^ft^ .WlH^Oct^JtheridijiptMptt^ athdti Sti Pakil 
pl4a^4jc^<fif9t i(DbH3^Uah^iduTCbcl9botk ii^^Btitein 
afj4 Si^|^^(3^q]it)ihad been e50(faBitei»i^iMliwkH per- 
fe9flB?^*S^«$«t«fft*ft^ aain(ihi»Jhat)pji!*VeAt ytM^te- 
cipnv^j^)^ ^^i^iiimaxfeafi^emlhe'llad^ 

then recite^ ^oud tbe^ ^igifef ,flf,,i;^,£j^eM||,j^ ««iaopf 
m^tmction, until Be came to the firs^y^ce. TUbe'Anf FhU 
A*a«/4PcM{tf poet/in a speciratif fxifetry called Choine, or la- 
™«»i<rtS»¥/"W4joijly ^idaAToteiiaoi»/>pitoifin«a MiB^fr- 

dnift.J'»4iiA^1dtteF6ttSTOOT'untilA. few years, was practised by 
th^^WsliopwWiiljiilpJarii^ «tty>p^i*oifWa»kltfft.X'«VaH'd 

tiiw^if? aii|ip»ed*ti] hw4e *Sfti» 1^v*fiffrom-fe^l%teiiic^^^^^ 



sfonesiolF^'yott'." 
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tiMs tif:(b6i.ieidi^ GlnniMi^>sii.Iml^ 

uSbnfttiG Gbocohcff^ pAtticiilariyf 'Wjitlt t)to^4dC''(b^#(e 

lilifefe itughijte amltipM on this attiQMt^ &lit'^ >f^ 
must^iiffitei llli€iJMata»abid^BddfewUwi^ 
e^^tbiewlilflryiglttbte c^^^Is 661,^«;te6iil^hM WM 
hfildiifr WMAbf 44oid«t0ft]iiM ^ethttri|lf(M^l^i«iidi^ 

MiMaittied irffasTitM ittck^t dydplkie of iHe BrMstfi 
and Irish Ghordies^ or the Roman rit^ adopted fay 
thb Aii^d'lS&:ston cfaorch. Wilifred iothe mteii^of 
Iftoine dontend^ for . the latter^ .but .ColniMr bttbofi 
gi Lipdiafers^ aa^ Irisbman, edacated among tfa^ 
Oidd«e« M Hj^, iupt>6rted the fbrmer. <' t^e ]^ 
ter I keep/^ aa^s Colman, " I received fromi ^ttQi^^ek 
def9.1[vhQ MotiMi^' Bith<^ hither s ther wMiih^^If 
otiir> ibrbthami''m<^h bebved of God^ are known 
to'hiv^ kept ajlier the saoke maim^; aadl)iatttbA 
sQme,i^y >nfrt.j«wMk io ^any «oal»iiiplibfe:'iQ]< j#ovi^ 
tb|r.tO'be'i»jedte^^ which '6t |tihti^ 

lie Birang^lisl kgkI tibe ehurches over wfaici) M^ p!ri^> 
sided obdervec}/' In vafereoei to the Htavv^^ Mb^^ 
jact Mr. 0ro*e ^ atotea^ iti hia kiix^^idSibit ib ^tK^ 
Monaatie Aiitii<|oitito> thatPoiycarp sent nm^^^^ij^ifif^, 
to sprad tiie Goapal in the western and northern 
parb of Europe^ mho settled episcops^y, and gave a 
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pure.aad tiiicQrnipted ritual to ihdr iconverts. Their 
litmgy^ cumus, or office^ agreed with the Greek, 
aiid.theardigiQn of the Irish continued for ten centu* 
ries^difieoent from that of Bome> which is strong evi- - 
deiKie of our receiving the Gospel not from Roman, 
but from Greek cessionaries/' Bede relates various 
other instances in which both the Britbh and Irish 
refiisted with success the usurpations of the Church . 
of Rottie. DoctCHT O'Halloran, a learned Roman 
Oiitholic Antiquary, expresses his ^pmion on the 
same posnt in the following words :-^'' I strong- 
ly suspect that by Asiatic or African Missionaries^ ^ 
or through them by Spanish, ones, were our ances- » 
torn instructed in Christianity, because they rigidly, 
adheved to their customs as to Tonsure and the time, 
of eelebmting Easter. Certain it is, that St Patrick 
found an hia:archy established, which for a time 
seemed very unwilling to acknowledge his su- 
periority/' 

' Whoever may have been the fiinst , px:pp9ga-. 
tors of the Gospel in . Great Britain and Ireland, > 
Happesrs to jrest on indubUaUeauthority, that Chris- 
tiaik churches were planted in these countries pre- 
vious to the fourth century, as three British Bishops 
asfiosted at the Council of Aries, a. d. 314. . Irish 
toodesiastios are spoken of as having visited other 
ports of Europe before that pcariod, particularly 
St. I>eimit and St. liberius, who were succeeded 
by Ailbe, Kiaran, Declam, and Ibarus, in the v^ork 
of disseminating the Gospel. Archbishop Ussher 
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' /» . . 

says, that St. Declan was baptized by one Gollnan^ 
a Christian p^fest," an'd Ailbie posi^My by -the same 
Colman. ' 'St. Jfeyoibe asser&raatthfcre'^raSSi Cliris- 
tian churdh'fA 'HfeltiW'Sn tHi fliiirth "Cftntafy ; and 
from St. :/tu'^iiyM''afla''^iyBer^Weft!ea^^^ Pe- 

iagia8'^aA"*S'!Bfitffeft'ifiVil^'^to%fl>'««iIiei»fl«ecl¥>- 
Isl^, tb w1iM^^d^"y€i?flr'<btJ^ Ifett^ fyr ito- 
structiotf!* f^«=^*^*^J^ 9Jf'-> t{)<^ii doidwf ni gnonn. li , . . 

^aHaJiftl^ ^P^W^Ha*** ^Jffuebitiftrsb mis- 

si6na^s^S^\?^m<B6Ui^fWtHi6i!«lftt%. .^.He.^as 

or^aihe<^l!t!ff''l[!hil'^i^M)'Kt^3P^x4><i«Ain&ilm 

be^'&u^''5r*tl!^'^Kh:s.«k^, ^Htidnkctnadlng/itlo 

Us^^^'^iMd{fi^'^tHtirilS^§,i4^ S^ltnUitblhMfehanl 

no' paia^ ^c%sS^lfltrf«tH6q^«6«ir«^dtixlBf;ia 

t^f'dig 'BJ^fB^3'ImK^itthd^i|^ia> ttiedttOttJO^dthiBe 

Vi^bbM^ti ^l«lr§«<£l,"Sl3^^t^i^Hd :aadhti^Lia-^i$r 

%^k'h^ t!i$^^ifi{tft^bto>ikg th^'KictiUiiJaeaitedius 

ivak tliaT^f'' sWite^^M' Hie fri9li>vi£t»n J»y>.a 

{j^s6if*of»WSt«<^'d«er^itJP|^y'liieaJ(r a^/pdrseY^f- 

^nce. We allude to St. Patrick, who is "geiieraily 

acknbwlfed^ t^^hafi^^beeti^b instnumeoiaaffaif- 

'^i^^^h^'¥blig(i6«P<bfJi«h^^0«isiJel]«dlk:brihaA beei) 

=alr6kdy^^(Mi<eifi^^lfiWl^b«^dt;b5ri ii4)UBiB,otlnttQgt}0ilt 

ttfe'vrti^e'i§Ru^,»xlJW« bd^iiaiiqani^iratBscbimjiQeii.of 

^e^ ^d^*^ «a^ii^iHplrfiriiaiiciudaetdd «. doubts 

^s^t^^ the ^idtefa^ WIiMwc^teotr fi&l^md 

^tippQrtli^'lfh@§ie Aoviiiio vtfithi vferykifplauaytJ^ .and 

j^peeiotts tSguteeiOer ; Jbiit weibefiev)<&iit&fesQ wri^^ji^ 

'teve b^a DMItteM^ chiefly by .theinabhasneace of 

that mon^ooB'Bialssof disgusting (fablenvithiwhich 
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akbost ev^ Life of St. Patrick has beem oveiload^ 
ed^ and rather than take the pams b> eefiarate the 
chaff from thq wheat, thdy resolved tojeject his history 
alto^etheifi rThds^ who fed aoxious to examine the 
aiguAsmts '(m iwfaioh those doubts aie fi»cmded will 
see thenh stated in aU tlieirforae ia Doot(^ Ledwich's 
Antiquittes irf' Ireland $ bat as thejr are eotbely of 
a^oegativa • nature, we must ytetd to the-geseraily re** 
oeirad opinion of the ^Irisfa nation for 'more than 
dsHnsn* hundred years, supported 'as that opmion has 
been by all our early antiqi:mrian% and in later 
timfes by men of such powerful intellect; leamiBg and 
reseitrchtts Ussher, Camdisn,' Ware, Harris, O'Con- 
nor, O'FIaherty and many others* 

St. Patrick, according toUssh^r, #as' a native of 
North Britain, being bom a*, b. 372 at ^a place now 
cklled Kirk-^patrick, not far from the city of Glas- 
gow. He was the son of a deacon and the grand- 
SO& of a "priest, wMch proves tiiat th^ ^rgy at thai 
period were not prohibited firom marriag^. ll^eil in 
hifii fi&xteenth year, he was taken captive by some 
Irifilh pirates who made adeseentoi^thecoastof North 
Britaib, and having broughthimto Ireland^ they sold 
hitai' to Mikfbo, a prince of Dfalriada^ a territoiy 
which is now included in the codnties of Antrim and 
XkiviB, ^8ere he continued sbc yea»», dischargiiig 
the ^mo^ servile offices ; but baAd]% at length ef* 
feeledf bis e^ope^ he ^returned to his native country; 
bating during his ciiptivity, made. himself well ac^ 
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quainted i«i& the laogpage.jand iilAliner»/i>f-<jQM>. 
people of {rdaud. i ..i li,; a. 

He is said from this period to have possasaadiaii • 
intense desire fcM* the couveiasioa of the Jrish^ fa^tif 
this were the case, he must haTe conceived ibsAioifg. 
study axid experience were necessary to fit«him'for 
this impofftant. work> lor we aie tdd that iie passed 
into Franoe, and spenl some years under, the tu^tioit. 
of his unoie>^ St, Martin Bishop of Tours, who 
oidainedlediDaaideaeon. He wasmadepriestby Genoa* 
nus Bishop of Auxerre ^ then spent some time among 
the Canons of the Lateran church, and afterwards 
dwelt: with a colony of Monks in the Tuscan sea. — 
He was in his sixtieth year when he received infor- 
mation of the failure of the mission of FaUadius aa^d 
hji£^ suhi^U9nlii.4eath. Undismayed by these sin^ 
trou6 event3> hisformer desire for the conversion. Qf 
the Irish ^e^m to have revived with increased arr 
dour; and having received his authority at .Rome, 
from pope Qelestine^he net out a. n. 432 on tl^e 
mission, accoiqpanied by twenty assist^pts, , whp: 
wlsie men o£greatpA$ty and leamipg. He prQ^e4 19: 
Britain for, some time with success^ and thef e h» isi 
sa^to haveinoreased the number of his.^ltendaote: 
to thirty-four. With these be passed over into Ix^/ 
land and landed at at die port, now called WickWiPif J 
The first fruits of: his mission was the conv^on ofj 
Sinell^ a Chief of Xieinster^ who m^ alWrw^c]^ 4Qr* 
nonized. Being however^. strongly c^osediby^oljieir) 
pagan chieftains in this quarter^ he and hjls compa* 
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Dions were forced to return to tbeir. ship^ and after 
restiBg. fora little time at an island now called Holm- 
patricfs da x\m coa^ of Dublin^ he steered his course 
for that: t)art :ofI the Norths which had been the 
scene' ' of his. iiHsim^ c^j^yity. 

The • county of Down/ was, thet fost ^theatre of St 
Paitriok's labours in Ulster, Where haii^ing converted 
Dichu^'a chief of that country^ the; prince mani- 
fested bis^incerifytand ^eal by erecting a church on 
the east side of the Ba^ of Dundnnm^ since deno- 
mineffed the Abbey of- Sauh - Aftec^hja^he and his 
companions pfeacbed the Gospel lia vaiaous parts 
with wondearful success, which>* under : God, was 
greatly to be attributed to his knowledge of tbe'laa- 
guage. It is also not unreasonable to. supposer that 
some of his associates in thi^ goiod Kvork (were Irisb 
coaverts who had repabed to iRome and other fo- 
reign colleges to prosecute their studieB^ But the 
good missiouary was convinced tbdtto giire tfeue 
great work in which he was engaged general exteur 
sion and perpetuity, it would be necessary, to make 
a' ^sealous. effort for the conversion ^f the Supreme 
Monarch and his court to the faith of Christ. With 
this.objecti accompanied by two of his disciples, he 
i^pai^ed in the second year of his noission to Taxab, 
where the qoinvention of the' kingdom was then as- 
sembled. Here by the faithful pleaching of the 
G<(^pel, King Leogair or Logarry, his Queen, seve^ 
Dal of the nobiiity, and some learned men were led 
tK> ,ewb^£%fiQ Qhristianity, and submit to the sot 
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lenmities of baptism i and* this impottdirt^ ev^ttt* so 
greatly &ciUtatedthe further progress Of the miassim^* 
aries^ that thousands are said to ha^e^b^embaplize^ 
by them in a single day; Having preached the;Go»4 
pel in Connaught with sitnilar success^ he retufned 
to Ulster, to Watei* the seed which he had sown tfitire, 
and thus he spent the' first Bii^teen years of hiis wbi^i 
sion, trave&iiig through the three quartos of diieisi- 
land planttD^ diUrches; atid appointEng suitable pa^*« 
tors to govern them. In the yeiu- 444, he is said 
to have tttkeaa f)Os$ession of the territory Of Orum 
Sailech, now cdleld Armagh, ^hioh had been pre- 
sented to him' by Daire, the lord of that country ; 
aM here helAid out a city, built a Cathedral, and 
d^termiti^d on taafcingit the Pnmatid- See of ail 
Ireland: In 447'he passed into Britain, ' Which i» 
said at that time,' tO' hate been grievously comipted 
with thcJ Peiag«an and Arian heresies, tod hatmg 
borne his 2^^1olls testknony against those pestiient 
errors, be returned to Ireland .with a fresh feoppty of 
learned and pioui^ nHSs&onaries, visiting on his pas^ 
sage the Isle'Of^Man^ and establishing a Bishdprick 
there. ' . ./ 

^ On his return to his new See of Armagh,* hd held' 
a Synod, the Canons of which have been ptfbHsh^d^ 
by^ Sir James Waa'e. The 6th commattds, that i (*e[ 
wife df a priest, wh^ii' abroad, should apjpeai*'velte%Ji 
which is another proof, that the'cdlibfite5^ dfiliie^ 
clergy was not 'then ^joined by ttite '<;hufch of 
Rome. Aftei" this he agaiii eatered'Leinet^, and' 
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fmia^ \h» rH^tftighiinyOBft e for Uk fiosttim^ to 
fiirilf*A(h.Clk«b, iM4ir ddled DutdiDv wi«e p^taeb- 
ing before King AlpliBy^he'ahHt4dl.hiB.people«ft- 
bMttitf C!l)rfstkb[iity,«iid tviere biq[iliseA in a foun- 
ftl& bMifik'br mk iSty, >wbi«h%as''8Aerwards ciUed 
Sn^'-^VAbMik^Wetl/ 'Nm«<|A]»i8P0(,«^ was 

Milr«a 4li6>fe(Aidlit|[>ii! of irkiiliititaiti* St; Patrick's 
ekt^idM. "AMlibMiop 088h» Mis bs^^llMlhe saw 
nAS fotaO^i'tfiAt if ^Md- 4i«aa<tli* wtmpk^i and 
HaJi'i. mti^hObie^e yeal- li3»jkiniMbi|t up and 
«lfdb«id#Ulfi(> ft prvfM^ boiAea < <- > '•> - 

llilKMb^St. Patlick haa'ij^^>risifedM«lB*er, lpe^ 
^o^'tJiAsti&^tjr- hud been loo^ imluAwd -tlMn 
iHrbtigh'the prirate instractimi'o<^ifli^'ii^itive'bn»' 
iaikhies, Mhe, Dedan, Kiarali, aad^IImp, wH6>ap^ 
flesirt^ have had litfie stteceto>ai]ti^>ttt6i)pr||UiM<«r 
teTgiier orders ; bat having i«gi]9alBdldt>> 
^^ffafrsin other quarters ofihe'isblii^ihe 
(b (ibtioplete tile work of his |a«de06tfSfli» ita;4lB»pM> 
vince. At the close of '< ibe y cd/ #4^>bb wrivad in 
m[^ <^f CasheT, theroya^seiftdf jB«H^,ddng of 
!fl^)ft^,'%here the Sovereign at}d alhiltt^cliide inm 
dfHi^'eotirf l>ecame obedieiiitt tkyid'llbA'^Sia.Mlii'maA 
\yk"he is* s^d to Havie'held'«i-SfM>d 4itlbi|ei few 
^hb^ tv1i6'were afready'eSta>tii4)le^in"M«Biter» 
lifWK^, '«<m^ffib1iohi> >tv«t^'dMWn'<i;^ilter>tlMi'g»> 
V^fc^'6T%e' Ch<rtr<ihf»bat"^»^ I«*"told :Aat 
ihese'^i^i^'W^r^ oiAy iMb^ed^i^- the gt^ft 
miBbut ^d"^(iie«is^'*6f '^iSi^ -if^oM^ itOa^iiaiir-te 
ack'AoWlei^g^''h{s'pl«b^.'lAl «ii Sj^had, 
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Mras ereeted lAto the Atchiepisoopiiil See of Mjftlistei^ 
and confened on Aitbe/attd the .otb^BMii^ fca4 

After speAdkigaetefi fesm^m Mb^ter».he feluiw-^ 
ed to Oie VMh, whts^in 445 be l»^goed the 
See df Arauigb^ and Bq[^poiixted BwigMs l)ilfsw^ 
censor. 'In46l!be toofea jcHimey to iU^ii^ tcMi^dc^ 
ao accottfit joS Ilis islstti^ »ud* On fM t9^^fm, bn 
brought over a nwf supply, of missiopMri^,; 1^ 
last thirty yearaof Ms life were spent chiefly iq letire^ 
ment in the monasteries of Saul and Aii)iQsght.fipm 
wfaeoce be Was oeeastanally drawa out by ^e imppr* 
tantneoeMtiss^ftiie church. Having beenpermitM^ 
by Provkknce t^ see the general establishment oC 
theChiistittirreUgiOQ in Ireland^ he concluded bis 
waiaieibrfr ami im Ufe^. a* j>. 493^ in the Abbey of $aul^ 
aftflie«Avaiitiddt^ of <me hundred and twenty years, 
sndf was mtsm^ at Downpatrick. Yariojiis worioi 
filill extaat aie attrilmted to him^ a list of which niay 
be %eeti in Waie'sr . Writers of Ireland. , 

doch appeam to be the simple outline of the hi»< 
tocy of crur Iri^h Apostle^ divested of the mist OJT, Ji^ 
gendary toreinwjk^cb Iw threescore biogi^pbi^r^l^Y^^ 
caveleped it .WeHsbaii now take a short iitw, pf 
tiiot iybtem <tf Mtigion which St. Patrick e^tabSsh^ 
in: thit^^ootinbQr^; dm^og our mfonnaMoP ,fr<fflfV^g 
most approved authorities of both the^Frot^A^i^^ 
Roman Catbolii: Chinches. A9(c;cjrdipgvJ^^f;t4?l7 
shop U6sh% tt#e pm^ewictn «odvPi?i^c« p^ Q^^ 
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those of ' the present Established Churohes of Eogr 
Ia^d-*e||(I^L^eiand. The use. of the>Ho)y^ Scriptqres 
was recommended and enjomed as> ever^^ Ghiistiaa's^ 
d|ity,i^ the doctrine of purgatory and prayers for the 
dea4 were Mt heard of till the twelfth century ;. the 
adoratiotti of images was considered! im^pus and 
abominable; in&ntp were.baptiBed witlioutthe cout 
secratfld chrism^., which ia laid to the charge of the 
Irish by Archbishop Lanfranc; the. oelibacjf of the 
cleigy was unknown, whieli is proved by- tl^e fact, 
that Pope Innocent 11}. in. the twelfth century; sent 
directions tphis« Legate to. abolish the abuse.prevail- 
ing in Ireland^' of s<»i8 and. gfandsons succeeding 
their fathers and grandfathers in theii: ecdesiaatical 
benefices,'^ The Sacrament o( thfe * IiOi;d^ Supper 
wa^ adtnindstered in both* kind^ to4hej'j^^te\<'ihe 
niasawas.nothing momthan the publteMF?i^of the 
Church, even when prayess- wen$'<<itiyliiaid''#i(ii<- 
wxt'^tke celebmtion of the C€aa[itami5nV 'Wiffr 
respect ^ the liturgy, ArchfoifAif>pL Us^l^r pr^ties,^ 
thatf there was no uniforanity ol^spKved/ ttetrei^ but 
that various forms of divine service^ were used in di- 
vers parts of the kmgdon^. until ih^Rqii^ wa^. 
at. leoftth bi;oMght in by GUleb^ Bii^ca^r ol Mr 
merick, in the twelfth^ oentuy.^ * ) ■ '^ 

' PreVious^ to» the same period, the autftbritv of the 

., * In {^roof of his statements^ Avchbi^hop Ussier, quol^^ip thp, 
, aujtho^it J of many of the ^ariy . writers^, , aj St. ^hrysostom, Sc- 
(Wiiis^fclaudiijia^ N^O^^Ftobos, Acliua- 

the twelfth centuries. 
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Roman PtmtiiF wais scarcely kqowo in Irelaxid. The 

Christian church acknowledged Cbrist onlj for its 

foundation. The Archbishops and Biahop^k were 

recommended on eveiy vacancy by the ^j^gy and 

laity of the diocese to theKing^ who had a iiei^tive 

in the appointment. They only entertained inrthose 

days that respect and y/eneratioa . fqr'the Buihops o( 

Rome to which their piety, teaming and higbatation 

might have entitled them ; but it do^sAot aj^paar 

from any autbootiQ documents^ that until the twelfth 

century visitations of the clergy were held in the name 

of the Ppp<^ that any indulgences were oougbt at his 

hands^ <ar that the people acknowledged his infalli- 

hUity^^-Tionih^ contrary it is proved on the authority 

. o£.St<B9iPMd>tfaatGiUeberthishop of Lim^cfeiiwas 

»4he&|st^W^0)4Karci$ed the kigatine aif thoritJr< <:^> the 

r-S^^.iRonW'itolreland about the year 1110.* • 

. i'Di!.):€^!HfoUorany an eminent Roman) Cathoticiiwri- 

.Itf^i en]^^rt9^MM^ isimila^ of the farmeriodepto- 

. d«tf^ ogjt^Lth!*rch of Ireland with Archbishop Us- 

jihWi.a^ti^ appear fcom the foUawing eaitmst. 

(I I ffi h';<|l ^)I' ''J it J ' < . . .« • * '(\v 

* Theindepfindept pbaracterof the Irish Clergy at thUpe- 

^ nod 18 fiitmer contirmedby Mosheim^ who speaks of them in the 

'-^llo#ixlg'digUyhoiiourabfe tenng — ''That 4he Hibermlois 

were lovers of learning eq4 t^^gUisbed .tb^ros^Yeduiltose 

.,^^es 9^\}^!?f^^t^y ft^ Cloture of the, sciences b^i^dall 

oth^r fhiix^an naidbnd^ travelling the most distant lands rwsth 

a view to improve and communicate their knowledge, is a fact 

' witt whitTi ^exiiJ^e been long acquainted, as we see them in the 

' mo^t auChent/c i^cords of antTquity discharging with the fiigh- 

k&t reputation and applause the functions of Doctors in France, 
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"Xh^ 1^1?^ Church,", says the Dlpctor,." preserv- 
ed. ; ^ privjle^ ^ ^<^ j|»ipum^es p^uliar to itself. 
Archbishops ;;;^n^ Biahojp? ^^ypre dppQinted with- 
out consultjpg^ Rome: bishpRSiyi^ere ipultiplied at 
the will of the; o^etropoli^fii^ Ijhpy consecrated 
bishoDs for foreign missiojjs,^.,^^!, .those mission- 
aries, m many in3tanc^,s, of di^cj^ling, opposed the 
maufJates of Rgme^,; as pqluipb ^n Scptland, Fi- 
nian and Colnian in £)iigla^(jl,.. .Qgll^jipibanus in 
France,' St. Gall in. Germany, &c.". " FqrxQfive than 
five centuries after the death of St. Patriqk^" ^ays the 
same writer, " we scarce trace any vestiges of a 
correspondence between Rome andlrelaji^^andint;his 
interval in many, instances we find th^t Roi»^ Ippked 

GcHiwIiij^ tod Italy, t)oth during this and tne tbllowing century. 
« But ibaAtbcibe HiJ^hUanswer^tbeflrir^^eiLblWi^of BcEo)^^ 
Tfrfi^lftia? R ^ur/upe, a:pd so eq.rl5[^R ^li©riigkhK«ih&y 'Uloti- 
traled the doctrines of religion by theprincl^Q8,f)f,p))il9f9phy, 
I fe4*rit^cl '^tit lately from the testimony of Benedict] Abbot of 
Aiianetn Itto'^MyviBce of Lunguedod/trho HVed 'in ^i6 period, 
an^i^ s^f^pf |7h()8«pr0ducUcO9Q0epablished|)y^BiJiiiAuik ili tbe 
5th tome of his Miscellanea ; and he addi^ th^t|the.Irisb(,. who in 
the eighth century were known by the name of Scots, were the 
onlyDivibes-^oipeflised to iKshynofrtr th'^lf^teasoft by submit- 
tii^i\ufxp\miiy^io the dictattis 06<iAHbftit^r': Nattirtilly sub- 
tle and sagacicf us ithey appliecj th/^r pl\fl(>9^pl|y)Jt()|.tbe illustra- 
tion of the truths and doctrines of reljg;i,9U^ a method which 
Wdialtttcist '^(iiiriralfjr alihorred and exploded in all other na- 
liQaii^)t)Kfai8 sttbflet^ ^d .*tfg:fe«ty;^Kbfca ty^'46"compre- 
he^^ .yjitlvj fff il^y . #e |d^)?isi#,a?tki Wiijtlit4n|>r0<^^ know . 
lec^e'^ the G^reek l|anguage^c^ntyib^I;e^ mjpitef^Jy t^the snioe ^ 
end" ^hls made mem view with contempt the pitiful comp^-! 
diilfdaof .ttieb]^?rfJrtmirt<5aT]fcHiitlte't5m which the 

ui^ejp/^d^^ccJ^pifkstipsoCpih^rtcbiitttriea aewpted as oracles/* 
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upon several of our missionaries ^th A jealo'ris ieye; 
for although these "great imknuiii1!l^|^fcf the ^ Irish 
Church were oPthe utm6feit consequence to the cause 
of Christiadfty, arrd contributed ttf spread Us doc- 
trine in a most I'apid^hianAer all over Europe, yet 
in the eleventh century ^en Paganism wias iJotally 
abolished:, thesii ]^i6w6rs's€etiaied too great, apd to 
endanger the'peac^ of thechilir<*h • Council? and Sy- 
nods were t!ieref6re held from time to time, in ord^^ 
to bring the Church Of Ireland to' the same sub'ordinaT 
tipn to Rothe as those of every other partot 
Europe." ' . 

The prdvalende of domestic hostility, the" feuds 
and blood^lijed which mafk the history of Ireland as 
fully after the, inljroductipn of Chri$tianijty^^,ll;»,Qfp];^ 
that eyent^.^prd >ju<^ tpomuch reafioo'tobelievie that 
the doctrifliesiidirjihei-Gospie] had not greater in^ehce 
over the ^iijAt ittis^ Of the people than over t^^9pig)ji-j 
bouring jfll^t^Ojt^s... Ireland, thefore^ cminoitfbei/>tti^ 
debtf^d. to I Afae (peculiar sanctity of her people' f6t 
the title of the liland of Saints by whic^V .?^f^ 
was distinj^uisti^^;, . It. probably had fpr, it3 fovm-. 
datipn jI^q > /va^t . r i;ittmber of monasteries < and' ' i<e- 
ligious h'oafeeS' whidh were established in, every 
part' of 'tHd ';coun;;'ry, . and lyhich/ (rm\iiii^^:T^r 
mote situa^f/n^ .pjf th^ Wp«d, and the- protection 
which tlwae«.in*tiWti©ns enjoyed 'fVotntti^ naWe 
princes; be<*ktfiie?"iSdcu:f^ ^d'trianquil^syjivn^^^ thf 
learned and pious from y3.?;io4S. QPWi^to?^ 
The. monastic life is said to have had its ' orij^ri in' 
the fourth century. During the Decian persecution 
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t 

naapy.pipus mw, to^cape the furjr of the stomi, 

f}§^ to ]^e|^q|au^s and deserts, where tfaey passed 

avlijfe 0f$pJitudefm,,deYOtit and heavenly contempla- 

tJLpps. QF^these P^aul and Antopius were the most 

£ftD3,9^s^and.St. Jerome caUs them the fathers of the 

C^psit^ b^rnuts. , Athi^o^shis was compelled to ex- 

. patriae fein^se^'hytlpeip^ Arians about the 

xqi^^^eo^ti^r/^.fburth century^^ andhecafried with him 

to Rpm^tf^ instijtiitions of the JE^ptiaa monks. T%e 

$y§te];p sprie^ with, a^toni^ing xapvjlity all over the 

west C|f Ej^irope^ and from tMs source is supposed to 

liav^ ^Ofigjin^d the celebrated niqn|ust|c order of the 

GviUJ^p&ip this country during th^jsipctti century. — 

Yaxiau3.qppjectures hayebeen^fbrmisd r^pectingthe 

ei^yapoli^gy of the flame/ but it; wj^^.ttuoi^t prpbaWy 

derivfE^ ,f3roni Ceile^de^ a se^y^i^, 9/.ljSpti;;.Mona- 

phism had previously made ; j^p^e , prqg??ess in Ite- 

,]^d^, $^d, possessed many leafmid ^fi^aip^es^ as 

iBv^^n4;tb^t Columbus, the fc^i^dj^^.o/,^^ Culcfees, 

'§t^^^;ui)der St. Fuiianafeth^.flfiow^terj^ df Cjk)natd 

:WJF-W.*bat century. .; .,,<i'.^, ;. . . *. 

,, ]^p;tha year 546, Golunaba Joijn^e^. , tb^ n?i9pas- 

.tfury ofDurro^ in the. King^ Goyx^i by the 

^'i^j^ which he formed > for his, Mopks> they must 

^h^]p;e b^n as i^emarkable for tbeir erudition as for the 

^sanclity^ of 4b«Lr lives j and fl^^^h^op^^st testimonials 

^ ^^ v^^p^^oi the Guldeieis ajpe \<^^id jfpupd jp the ^rit- 

,ij0\$5^ofrPQde5Lh<)yjd, U«sbeT^^^ 

I pl^. . Colui^iba's powerful eloquence and 2:eal for 

IP^l^^ . WSfrf his character .so high, in the estlma- 
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tion of his cQuntryxneB^ that he was sdmetiknei^McaU- 
ed upon to take kn active part in statte atffair^; biit 
the result of a war i^ the origin' of whi6h he had 
some coQcem^issaid to have ^o i^6l3siblj^s(£fei6ted hiiEh, 
th^t he became a voluntary exjle ftbiftfiis nalitre 
country,, aad. went oit amission to the ttn^nyetted, 
Picts, whom li^ srifcc^de* in briigiiig dver *tty ihk 
faith of Christ. «bon affer thU he folmdted a:tioWlfe 
mopastery in' ' the idbbjd of Hy (now Ijbtisj) vrfiifih 
with thai of Diariilatoh or Ddh-cfgh ift Ir6!atid;.bf*<5taim 
the parent of maiiy similar estabfishttieiitB* in' both 
countries. At Hy, Columba fixed the seat of lUs 
spiritual Jiiriycfi'etion, and here he fiijished W life and 
labom^, k/a.MWv To difttioguish, hitn frooa others 
of" ifee s4m6 tfaoi^/he vra$ called Colutn-teUe, feinn 
being the ' feih^ dfabove one hundred mOnteteries, 
Hfe lias be^n' 'accused 6f being tipctured with iio 
soiall potfibn. of that pride and arrogance which 
have, been too oftferi' found connected with' 'the bfeii- 
cal characteif ; biit Bede^ though closel]^ ' attajbh^d 
to. tiie 3ee of Rome> bears the following can^d^ ami 
striking t^tiniiiiy' to the. character of hi^ ifdllow- 
era, the Ciildees^. ^^-hie left successors rendwned' &« 
much continence, the love of God, and fegciIardbfeM- 
vaace.*'- Ahi "h'ei:^' he ' tii£i& ^4^ha.t proyea beyond' "a 
■ douH the pribtfci' offlid'aiictent IrifeU bhW8ttaiii'"b 
be in cQnfonliiV} 'vil(K;fhe>a!k bi'the "Asiatic 'CHM- 
e^ cespe<jtjflg jbie' cel^Woa oi^Ka^j '" it^ is^^e 
they- Mow«d> iin^eartaji* mites ifr thfe ob^Vitioh"fef 
the great festival, as 'having none to' biif/g thfem'ffie 
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tica^vaflgsNM, ^bi^!i^oil»)iikl W)tlH^.'i>W^ile^ " 

ii*ii««ird<*tei."5ili6' fk^ii '^tUma^ »'K#»^*;'"ttf" 

tiiiwfia«miy breached wete i^e\kioii*%eli'Vi]()i{|^"' 
thi^&M^frtodbiHi their privileges,' '^^i'etdilieiflfttiy'*' 
inQi4<ttfiii! Ifae flume of flieir ftJriii^f cel^ifty".' l!ft4j^''' 
salfcrlil<IiAitt:k'frDm the n^Wfterif'^&vkiS^'.'^ttieii'" 
faittbtt& AMifey «i-Bikngo^, fbtt^cjd^^ ClBtig^/'^tlt"' 

• ywio/ I u ■'■■ < ' ■' I • <- • !'» 'JH3 ofll iiK.il fHiil» \f 

po«8««ed in«nj; lWng«»in commoBu l^«^^,^^ 
TidMMtn'dr'deceaMimongsVtheiririyeBand childien. Ineacfi 
CobftMlCoQsgtt^' >th«i4'W^ origiibdiy' tvfieiri' bt^tbten, iMot'^ 
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Danes a»d}fqnfg(g{M«fc,4iitfal4^ nl ftt m 

that a«U)eBiei^«|C.t)w ^QvMeVkWVItM^^fm^'m 
many fsu^ o$ tii0.id^ftdc»i,a» HMivftl.^^^hlSf 
i'tahi aB4 bq .j»»<Mirtiy • ww rt i W i U«iqAM)fj|i«f 

(hut t)^ pieifpcii^.if^f)^^ <i)rqiWilMrv4i»i K^l 

<ir them from tbe cruel6«s of the Oaaw and Norwe- 
«ia«^ ThQ,p^^j^|,,l5|^^0)wfe^ 
4ri(^,,«««)A,fM^4i^«ii, ji)tim<itMnil«Px$to<«nMiiwtoiilt» 
««»M»|)e,.h«l««l 'ia^g^MiraOf'^apjptOMd'Ai^t' 6ilfe '■Wig""' 

were sufiragan or assistanlubiriilpj^ i»IIb«|>^t>a||iW^^ 

Q 
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tpoH f/ornddnalions offiattb^t &Ci lOdd^lpt;^ thp.{M;o^ 
t^k/fl£ld>eadll dbbreh^Hitd k^tttmA laQd^aiutexed.to 
it'bj^ thf •f(bi]tideks^iaiMl'ahiiiiti>ctfof {{te^^^ 
'iword ftiki traii&fa'sdiie'Hititl^Ihe li^d$^ idKi. bouad to 
iiAo* c^MMHalcl^ MmceR' fer tbmr tordd.. ^ .Tft #ie 7 Covbes 
!d^ ij^nndhs ^9we0bthistec^4beli4)AipMjBilBf^^ of 

^hoj[)'« Tents> to mamtain kosfdtaljtypiittd 1^ the 
v|)dor. : They wdre bouiid atsd to rm^itniijn^ i^Hiwr^e, 
^^nd veslidepn the Tennony<>if c^^tunditim^ 
-were pipohibh^d frota aliei^titig/thfiiadteKelmigisri 
' '^ Iti^t tiie Irish Chiiroh ccntfateddndcypflo^yii^ 
(the Palpal See fbr so long a penod/ itijtd beti|iii&nt- 
n%B dot only to the attachmttitiof^lie Mitg^^^ftJ^d 
'X«h&)Ci^eed to thdrai»ueii«;fai^dbitltItantli^rdQ^ 
l>ilte|^^tol the princes and great >lard«<jt|^.#lifi^fi^r 
([^fak^yiaftf€>nage of the sees iandIbep«fij3ej^:iiHJ|ip|ij^ 
been endowed out of their estates. However foMlvtlbe 
^C'^Qirtod'wbeh Rc»ne assumed the >si}^ej»d^.]^ the 
^i'AagioLfil^xbn Ch&rob, tbe jseedMiof gli6ut^<»iri'if^re 

io^(u4t)iifiiSrelahd ; many of thewmbsitoeffie ibfotight 
Y'^($^^>^'<K>4he piqpdl cause I a^M-^ tte SaxsattfiaiJg iSg- 

(Miffrl^iu^s incited liy Augnstiae, "tfae.ifaislsionfiiij^^to 
^ 'VHUn^ ihe Irish, to* sidbislHSsiiw rl^ydraeapag: .^tbeir 

/>! doulOtr)^! ' But ^ the dnnocraAhm;/; flpp6ah» > to t b^Ve 

<l(t»adeilri|tti^< pr^gvess siintilr42ie OBtkneD eatebliabed 

>* irh^brset^es • tjb Ireland. > Whqn ^ (h»y embtssiced 

Christianity^ it was not that of the Irish^ but of the 
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Anglo BfidO^itd ( tfo^'sent thek biisfaops/to (be f^mt^- 
crated by *h4Ari*bi$toclp'^f Ca;ixtelrbil£yvr dadohid 
stibmiissioW to tins Bi%lUIilQhurchii6 sahlloifaatefiAft 
sbgg6st^>'to4b^ j^^ish F)Mbdaiohb^ tite;ach^s[ti<^ 
of Ii^tid>^rdagb<ifaBJd(miuiMn.i6x£>th0in^ Tdose 
€^rtdrt6 sioi^Qri'tfad mae^trndebifascjllhfiiia^ 
did iiAt^dteetTwithF)wfaif^^ 

tti ac^St^btivrQ^iiiallq^ <Dtaa^^ Amx^h/(agfj|oA]^e 

rtsi^^iKr^dtiM^dbc^ great dibtimtioIl^,p^pQd)Jl!li8 

<<iQalti^>0Ki^jhisnhfai^7presented him witlk t)m $UM and 

^fflkii^e'<Arbiclv Ueoumd in tiore 0etebml»O]i'<|r^Dhrilie 
^y^tf^^mtti »p]bdint0d.him,£iegate of lodandi i^t 
Ilti^iinf^ldddibiiivlatfitbfisaiSM timey that. /ifUie^QliJiQ- 
1 iljtt5rilfifiAtb«i4X$)j(tiiig^^tmg thepall^ wfabbisj^ld 
'^^k#6qbeatedttby>4lle universal s^6^ragf^l((ii)£i«p!Itish 

ICndWifeil'. ''--oil . ^ - ■•■ ! ••-/'. sr.iiVHl 

^!' Ms^td^by^'^tl-^hil^'^itiirn held mdiiyr..$yvt^^ipy 

itirt!l^afij4its )offib6:«s Legate xrf the Pa^r^/ at 
•iwhitft '8Qeh?^di«iogesriwtoema£bla;.t^^ of 

theCSUufE^aisi eoiisUit to^afxproecim^teitliotte'^Qarly . 
•Ua(1bati^ /Eodse./HBaitpuj^gjQ^ byl jkm ^6ied<st t'lind 

Biogia^Eheir3([.v{Ben^^ tjtc^RUPjusr 

^hj^ tOL^abcdiidii rmatin[BiQnyi.iaino ci^jf^^^nd 

>>^iieIilittM9diioed}^IJbte fiSstfavtian.M(iTifcfiy[ tb<^|«iQ(fe;i$lip- 
^' ' port^ of^tbe papad^afuthoril^yj idto .Ireland w^^e- 
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''•*''•" tki8Hitei*x'*ife*.' 
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tfc iB^titutions tmm irelandy aunng what have oeeii ^nphBtt-^ 




jq^aI ikbftract may not poroye iminteresting to our readers : 

USINSJER. ., , 



Kildare.. .. . 26 



TT" 



TTT 



Wixford... 



i:S 



87 

16 



ULAJTBR. 

jh..». .4f/o(l 
Dowfi I>fiOTi,f > 



County o 



Kin5*6,.,Mf 17 

■ Queen's. ... 1^ 

^- Westmeath \9 

■ • * ' . ' ' Lcnigford... 15 
' » ^ - honm.,^.^^ 19 

^2»h 

■ MimsftsK: ' '• '"-' 
linHMitiitttfrWAt«ii<vd< •lV^^>l 

=^Cork 36 

i**— liiiftericklw I ^B // 

' ' '^'* '" Ti[§jerary.. . . B4r u i 

1 Kecry X(\ > 

• i i f ,i untt yfr. ciye........ ». ;j 

— r.W*l 



It 'Hfur v/i», 



6 
3 



/ nild;>ij.l 

-^*<J — I— Aw^Jieitam..... 2 

.' ! /i .>. ,. S 
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^^^ ^H^?^ W^f |?r«#*<«?W^»t|^.0J^- 
jsent. Id this Couocil a certain number of Suffra- 
gah'te^l^v^a^, dotted UtK^ j^iibfe^dd' ib'''_^ch 
Ardfes&<«»*f W««* uaeaswes wo* MopM fpfi^e 

noprics in Ireland at the time of the ^v- 
■jd havfe aiJibonted to dilfty^Ibuir, \Hi'i^ 



Under the Archbishop' of AvuAaa. 
Dow*, >A TT^r*-. Ardagh, now united toKilroOfe. 

In 1^ distribtftt^'^fre wanted^ tlie Sees of Dtbmb^ iria Kitmore. 

'* '^UMir'tEe Archbishop of DuBUir. ' ' * ' 
jtrgwimitedto Ossory, 



Glenaalo«gh; |g^ 

> now united 



Ferns, 
LeighUn^ 



KiUaie* 



t-r*^:— ^ 



Killafee, 

KiIfeittMra» 

Limedcl^ 

Itfliscatty, 
fhtily, cmnexed 



lUh 1/^^ *® ArcU^shop of Ci^fl^ 



-J 



['l^^i^r'uitited. 

^titiw united. 

ii.4j|irided be- 
I tween Lime- 
^rick&Killaloe 
\ Cashel. 



Roscrea, noir'.aAliteed^te<Kll- 

>^i4>lalee3 

Waterford^ { ^-l^^-';f^ 
Listoore, • 5-ftow united 

Cotkv 
Ro^, 
Cloyne, 



5 



IK>w united. 
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^i^M»if 'tO' ttiSibraiheffiDorviib^ u/Fbdlolaii^a diitf the 

'^1^; Aidwbisho^ of Qublny tiarBiltcp&BblvvI^aioiTettde 
aoafoolfipwasiooiiseerated bjr.tkQzP^jiwiJai G(rfft*iils, 

lediiJQfuSrdand; for beforeithboU^iiis oit^lLas^tlie 

. ^^irmmedihm coasetnattioitcfixateitiifeiArQ^^ 

-'j©flCbntfflPb[»|r». ..r ;a')a^r, lliA feuly/j,;:. i^u- 

One of the firet objects (tfr|fear3rt.lJ4Jtfi©iBfWf| 






«i / I'j 



f):';^*f r>'.^^e.fffrp« Ep^99pal See^.injjfejjujid f^efore the arrival 
of Cardinal Paparo, as Trim, Sletty,' Lusc, Ardmore, Ardsrath, 
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GO vnm MGKTt Atm ihcligioh . 1 ^^ 

the irishiClei^toiUB dra}>i^o^i dfidi^sio jK^i^^ 

Usmdm^ tM/PqpK^siifij^aft^ Ipfi$kKEigaJ9^l^>:jlhat 

^atiqt^yiaJtehiDre tjatfryhawigsl thiiblh^iHiB^(T)il%iytftf 
tfadbdb^Ss ffendeni^ wbiredtgr^thb^ cdtatitutedihttti 

liithufli K^qgeivi Hd«i<»ten addii^ 'thatiChe* jKiog^s^t b 
<tnf2ilR»qttabf tfaoes^idsdrl^bs; toi Pope^Alfaiwd^ ^ho 

'ttjriMB flpdi^olfal authority eobfi^ 

kiitii^dbis hefarsp 'lidan^ liiot?eflraveRpniBses<$oiiie 

jdd3iB(^ fbfaetfaeiiJtUs .i«a&«> general . assembly* ^df^ tile 
:^eig;iJb4daag>lhafeiaLe Primate G6la8a^9ti»ei;tai&l^ 
'^ti^^ ^ti»tiA/hiKi\kmg himsdf on^acsMMiBt oV^^ 

^ttid^bfimiiitkis^^ that the prelates of Uls^ifat- 

'IdwedUhe eKa(a^ei>£their Metcopolitan ;fiutif€rii^- 

' <te*C!stnit»t«T8if?^iii!ii opptsitioA to the Iftitist mmbiigfs 

.a$tarU^ l;kalxJGdas]Xia. . came * to Dablid Moni afH^, 

qjid gave hia full assent <o the transactions/ 4aid lor- 
-TlliAttiiilfeaioffthi^iSj^d. - > -• io ► lU 

Theprofdsse^ design of the ELing in convening this 

l^^^^l|^af};^]y ^as ta ficdfil the \vishe& of P<2»peiAdrkp3i'as 

.,^??gupgsi^d^i^ jB^^ elradioateAcim the kingdom 

all viceafld^kfapiety, and to restotetthe polity ofothe 
'^icdesikitid^riiWnStlfution] but'the ordin^aiiees p Jssed 

for tills purpose seem very inadequate .to, su<;l}4im- 
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, \ .... ... 

portant objects. They conristed of a , prohibttiofr of 
nuamage within certain degrees of consangumity'-— 
est^nlisned ah exemption of clfuf^. landa from, 
secular' exactions— tfiat, chiMijeQ should, ^ bfip- 
tis^d' at die font, and catechized ijitiiipQt the 
chiiifch'dobrs — that tythes of cattle^ ppm piyi. other 
pi'oflb ktio'uld be paid to tiie p^is^ c j^ii^l^that all 
thiesotis of the Cfiurch should have powel: by/.wili r 
tomsmbttte ttxeit effects in due propcu^on betireep 
liieii' 'wives and children; and that ey^ry ChrisHjaa 
should, after |)is death, be reYeren^^;brouj||^t ^ tba, 
chisi^h)ind decently buried. Si^b fyp^j^ . ,, 

beed'th^ijliaiiire of the reform wt^icb Wfus |9ont6^1aji|* f^ 
ed Hi the agreement made between ^i^^p9r|fjsjli4.>^ 
Pop^AdAslnforsubjugitmglrelaiid. j,.^. ,M.:t Un\ 

iVo^'Vhis period to the Reformatioi||W 
astt^ WAtory posaesesUtOeinteresL ' Tne Jga^ ^ 
lars'-Sftrbich have come down to us ccos^ /|eJ^^ 
whdll|f'dfdti^putes between the B()pe ^a t^^ Jmbm 
of filn^li^'fe^cting the appointmeait of j^ 
rembiisthmces of the Irish clergy d|;ainst the. H^i^%^, , 
moir^jRMieigfiS^rs hito their Church : and quarr^ of • 
ionfi'dhi^on, and which sometimes broke out into . 
acts OT Viotence, between the Archbishops of Ani9|^h . 
and'l^utSn'itepecting precedence* tfe luivap scarc^- ^, 
ly ^yibuiMiatibn on which to oesl aipcnyec^m ., 

reg^d t^ ^tbe influence of ifeligipn on the domestic . 
habn6 6fi^ 'population during this long period^ l^ut 
if we may b6 permitted to judge by political events, 
it must haV^beeJQ very limited, indeed abliodsub- 
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146 PB£LlMINAlt1r Viiw. ^ 

to peqtetuate <^e reodlectioD of those bitter feuds to 
ii^hioh'they owed their origin. More than a ce&turjr 
of comparative domestic peace encouraged the go- 
vemment to remove the most galling of those disa- 
bilities Oil account of religion under which the majo- 
rity of the population suffered ; but much yet i^main^ 
to be efibcted before the wounds of our suffering 
coufitry 3haU be completely fae«Jed. And may we 
not hope (hat the present rapid progress of educa^ 
tion, so -long neglected^ will mainly contribute to 
that happy result. It may indeed be ocoasionaily 
interrupted by the croaking of politicid discontent or 
the intemperance of religious bigotry ; but as 
^ knowledge is power/ so the inculcation of it must 
be the first step to the melioratioQ of a state, be- 
cause it qualifies the people for the enjoyment of 
civil rights, and gives abiMty for maintaining them. 



LrTERATURE, POfiTtlY, AND MtStC. 



. Tb0 origin of the Irish lar^uage, aa w^l as every 
other particular connected with the aqdent history, of 
Ineland bas been for a long period a aubjeotof cootro* 
versy> giving rise to conjectureaiuoid hypotheses witb- 
ooteud. KeatijE^and others o£ our ultra-antiquarians 
present us with the following entertaining fable on 
the subject; Feniusa Faxsaidhe, king of Scy thia^ the 
mi of Magog, and great grandson of Noah^ desirous 
of becoming master of the seventy*two languages 
created at the confusion of Babel, sent seventy4wo 



Digitized by 



Google 



LITERATimE^ POETBY, AND MUSIC. 147 

persons to learn theaXy md he establidied an Upirer* 
sity neair Athens, over which he, Qacjel, and Oaoith 
presided. These, we aretold, formed the Greek, La* 
tin, and Hebrew letters, while Gadel was particular- 
ly directed to digest the Irish language into various 
dialectstobe spdcenby different classes of the people^ 
and this language was brought here by the Milesians. 
This is given on the authority of ^orchern Mac Deiag, 
a poet, who lived many years before the birth of 
Christ Others nuumfcaitt almost the antipodes of this 
opinion, de&ykig that the Irish had the use of lettefs 
before thocontnng of 6t Patrick. It is urged by Innes 
and MacphersQn, that they had no terms to 
express' thoiBQ matters which related to bterature^ 
but soch as iareevideiilily derired from Latin words, 
and that ti^ar^. leabher^ teagmi^ scribmi, pekuy &c. 
Ves<y]jimy<dmvidonsirQm /iVf^rai UbeVy kgOjScri- 
^0, penna^ &c. Theref<M« they assert that the Irish 
had neither the us$ of letters, boo^ or pens, until the 
lliatin language was introduced, upon a supposition 
that 4^e things^ ahd the terms must have come into 
use at the :^«ime ' time. But difficulties equally 
strong may be opposed to this hypothesis; for 
the Indi h«(V0 tetms to repress these and se- 
T«ral oliier matters relating to literature totally fo- 
reign to the Latin ; thus Jiodh signifies a letter;; 
oiofiy a book; ^^adhy science ; creath^ bistoi^ ; 
seanchmsi phibsophy^ &c. Thus the found^ilbn 
of this argument is at once removed.* 

' * Ite suFe method of discerning those original Cdtic words 
which resemble the Latin in any European dialect of the Celtic 
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'iks 



)\? \\r 



;e tl^at if letters were first in- 
' the (JhrisnaQ Missionaries, 
ntten .historical records be- 

I -■ . ! .'•.!• <:.- . 

land, they would have been 

ii »' ' .'. . ^ t. .i. j 

the medium of the Roman 
iblance between the old Irish 
viery sinking both in forma- 
5 ^ niimlier ' of ureek letters 

"' nations, tsby <J6ttsidfetibg;iffth6^fif^pii^iH^^^tfffe'« 
' i oikk feMiiar^^ofBiiflividAftBi oy^ oltiieGJl^ i9f i /tbCj < f«i¥l^ A9/ 1M> lan- 
guage can want words to express from the beginning ; because 
• ' ' no'pe0ple> €i\jo3riBg al} the sensed, coiikl at tojuf .time o« in mxiy 
" €k)UDfti7 be strangers to such objeota Or idea$^ aiul leonaequ^nt- 
t > ! lyf ncGpie tseuld' be> destitute of w<Mrds loi i distfngwah ithtou; It 
•chouldseNtondly be consftdered, if 6uctiiis%|da)|^i;tli0 Po}^^ ap- 
pellations of their respective ol^jcfts or ideas used in the lan- 
guage either in common parlance, or in t|ie old writings, for Big- 
nifying the things to which they ,w^art appropri^^^ All 
words in ai^y of the Celtic dialects, whii^h can «tlmd the '^t 
of these two (]^alities, may with full ass^^*ance be reg;9i^^ec(as 
mere Celtic, though probably changed' In some degree^fiom 
their. prin»it>ve form and pronunciatipi^j^ ^d not derived Jtrom 
^jthe I^atin,ivhat^er resemblance or sffieilty they may %eat to 
words of the same signification in fh^^ language. The follow- 
ing are purreotiginal Celtic, notwithstanding their doee^md 
id^loking -affinity withliatin words qf ^th4 same .signification, 
whtoh'i^eTatber derivatives of the Celtie words that are general- 
ly monosyljL^los. !^ut,|ne Latin wojrds cj^rresponding ,^itb W 
Celtic monosyllables, ()6nsist generally of two syllables, asdiose 
that agree in signification with the Celtic yords of two syllables, 
are generally of lluree 6t four. This,Haeoording to the rales of 
£tymotogy4;^yi^ces them to be derivatioiis^from the more simple 
radicals of th^ Celtic, 4)f which the Lmgua Prtsca of tAe ASori- 
^w«^^,t}fje» fliojih^f (pftlje Latin,was only a dialect. And, by 
comparilkg^he Gteek a« well as the Latin with the Lisb, in 
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were but sixteen, and there were originally but six- 
teen Irisl^ ciiaractei:s, the letter ^, liavirig been intro- 
duced in iafter-times. The Greeks used many^abHre- 
viations, so do the Irish to this dayV 'The ancii^nt 
Irish Alphabet begati with the 9dnsoriants, ^eiih, 
Luis, Nuin, &c. and the Greek Alph?.bet began ^in 
the same order, with Beta, Lambda, Nu. 
: Herodptjis. in his book c^ed iTerpsichore, says, 
"that the Greeks had their letters from the !I^ob- 
niGiansi,.a]id.used.tbem with little y^riation : w^jlch 
afterwariff^i^peariiig', those letters were called Fkce- 



' wc^ds wbe^etartlfe ihree kaguages agree ib affiiiity,^ will 

^'ttppeartlisltttolAt the Latin and the Greek ane derived firom 

^ ^e-CofLtflewtmli^firhidi are expresBiTeof ideas oir of oliieet^tfor 

'wbiofa nolasgaiigeeaii wantwords^ven inits lUumkiirallQdslwte. 

_Por Example. i 



Irish. 
Bo. 



Fiptfa, . 

Ffie4>i POeadh, 
rOmmae, . 



Lin, 

JSfathkir, 

Mih 

Sac, 

'Spetr, 
TMMe, 
Tftm, 



'Grbbk, 

Boos, 
KAflDBLA, 

PODS^ 

"•'KnoK, 
' /iFHiiinBSy 

Philosqphoi^ 
' PifBLkdy 
.!tCiaAiiQir» 

Laccos, 

«: 'LoecHB,/ 

^ Lbnqn, 

' MBTBRy 



Nux, 
• ' • Pom, • i 
.S4qcosy 
Sphaira^ 
Tauia, 
. Tauros, 
Turannos, 
TfiidkiBMA, 



Latin, 
Vena, God. » 

F««,Life. . ,. .,.,.,, 
Bosy a Cow or Ox. 
Candela^tt Ctaddte.' ' ' 
Cera, Wax. ' , . , 

Pea, a Foot. 

eisni^, a Houtid 0)^1lb|;." *<>' 
Fatea,APmjfk^U ,\ .ji 
Philosophus, a Pbilosopber or Poet. 
FaUo, to Deceive. - •■// 
Crrrffitfm, a Grain.. . 
Lwx, a Day or Day-light. 
Ldcui, a Lake orPo^tiH 
LonoflSy aJi«tioe<or$wanl«| // 
Lenwn, Flax. >, 

Mater, aUtiebtft." " '" <' 
.tfe/, Hob«^,. .. MI >itl-* ) 
Novus, New, 
J^ox, Night, ■•■■,^'. nwli 

Saccus, a Sack or Bfg. , . , 
iSph«rfl, theSk^.-' ^''U^ « 
rotetoyHTfllllet -L'.^ilun 
Tatirw. a ^qII. , 
!IVrdhmw,afi«r(r(itta6^r^^ 
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tkieiim as < th^ ought to b€|, ^he PhodtHeiaQSi bavkg^ 
hioilght them into Greece.'* And a& we are UM 
thePbeBDidan and the Hdb^w laqgwgc^ v^e tha 
same^ so/ are tlie apcient Hebrew letters the same 
with'tbe PhGQoicial). ItiWMijii thQ timQ of St Pa- 
tribk, that^tbeilri^' Alphabet beg9|[i ;vi4th the vowet 
A. The sounds ' in' the tiyee Alpliaib^s ioe yesy 
much aUke^iaBiwell as the formation of <^e letters : 
thxisr-' 

, , ,Ailw^, ,• Alpba^ , .. . .AlecU, ,^, 

Beith, ' Beta, ' Bethi' 

Gbrt, Gamnwi, Ginmiel. ' ' 

Duir, Delta, Dakth; 

...Tb^iAl^h in tit^Q P.tH»iat»cian UiJigliage/wgByieataa 
Ox^ and the Ailen in the Irish a £r tree : la the otd^ 
GiiQ^k as well as in the old Irish, a sipglei letteir atpod 
for an entire ivoi(d, " a circumstan<» * (sfcy» Q'Hal^ 
lona^r) 93 £iyr . as I know, not to. b«s 6>und>.in other 
l^rqguages/^ Thus ^^^Aa in GrQekc»ighified,gtQaitn 
nes%.and w Irish It stgaified aibill ortia^pmt • >T:h^ 
Giie^k O impact iwmdaeas, thel^iah^jiflttf^sa*. TEhe 
Greeks, we are told, made use of a mode of writing 
bofhywed from the Phoenicians, cailid 'BMstropHe- 
don, tix6 meaning of which is ploughing with oxen 
i«ft tWPylfel ]iws from riglit to lefl;, and ..from, left to 
lif^U -The Giomn Jb EilCy or hi^ad of the ridge^ 
aii(l Cdr ya CAa^a;?, or reaper's path, '^ istill met with,'* 
says 0*ttahorao, " in numbers of old Jrish parphn 
ments, seemto have been formed chq exactly the 
same plan, and wutten in the same mcuoner, so that 
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ire may jusfiy cdfer ibfeit tbe old Irisli: is^.dtMired 
^m the Phcemeian ad wdl as tiirOneds, ai|d nxil 
Itom the Latiflu The followis^ specimen' ; ishi^^a- a 
striking simUarity betwi^ thai Gatthaginiaii. and 
Iiiah hsigauges, as quoted : by iaenecal IVattan(9e]r 
from one of the pkys of F^titus^ ah aklthot; >irbd 
wrote durifig the ^seaond Punic war. ^ • l / 
c^amJuaiNiAN. I ';...' i.- . <'." '4[hsh;->>'>' •<" <<« 

N^psi et in este dum et a lam I Neisi et in eiste dam et a laim i^ 
na cestin um. ] centin urn. 

Hear ihe and jt^()ge^ and do not too hastily question me. 

The rematiidbf the Pmiic language jf^^es^ved in 
the copies of this play, are esteemed a very curi-i 
ous piece of «mtiquity. 

It ii» vary ififfieidt to read the old Irish- mfato- 
scnpts, they abound with so many coiitra<Jtlorid; 
subject to no ' rule ^ and this was dobe to ^paref 
Ubottf' mi- v^Bom; As the Irish, > Uke ' th^ 
Gre^'snkoottitett'and doften tltec<lm(i»naiiitsii^t<d^^ 
pirates, tii6 best and truest w^y of reading it is by' 
pr^houndng/the> sbutid of the vowels^ Ufid 'SUf>^s^- 
sm^ the oonMnaiitd^lbirtha most part, baieatsU W<^d!«^ 

• llift. a^^vi^p^ Irfsh) m^e use of other cibaract6rs;<;4fc}j^f 
Ogham which are ^o he seen in several old manaschpts. But 
itseenas'iAe 'Oghkfn'Craobh or hranch Ogham was ffenerally 
used; as Aiteay dohAmental inscriptions' htiv^ befet Hte6iWAIetf ^ 
in tha<tchafact)9r. . The letters are.represeotedihy sittbkealahDli 
carves, drawn on bpth side^, and across a g^iif^^xliijf;. > '^bf;, 
following translation of aSi old trish verse describes the man- 
ftcfrint^^hichltisfbrnied. " ' ' ' " "' " '-' ^'*' 

FormystiC'Unn'iOidajiaofydre, ' ■• .•.,{., .^^ ^,.1,. ,f,j 

A branch and fetcue t^ Druids bore ; 

Obscurely veiled, they could impart. 
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The antiquity of Irish literatdre has, however, 
beai strongly controverted by ^writers of great learn- 
ing and research^ whose opinions have bea:! col- 

For an accurate and beantiAil description of the different 
kinds of Oghams and the Callan inscription, we wonld refer our 
readers to the plate annexed to page 328 of Dr. Ledwich's An- 
tiquities. K die eastern and western Runes and Oghams, 
were all posterior to the invention of letters as Dr. Ledwich 
thinks, we must admit that the Phoenician language was first 
introduced into this Island at a very remote period, and that 
Odin or Woden, as we learn from the Enquiries into the Anti- 
quities of the Aunic Language and Learning, was the first in- 
▼entor, or at least &e first engraver of the Runic characters, 
and that these Runes were a long time in use upon materials, 
almost imperishable-; for instead of bark, wax, or parchment, 
they were engraven upon stone, or planks of oak, upon artificial 
pilliirs, and upon natural' rocks. Odin was the first and great 
heio of the Western Scythians, and led a vast multitude of the 
Goths into the northern and western parts of Europe : he appoint- 
ed, we are told, twelve men of superior wisdom and piety over 
religious ceremonies and the administetion of justice ; he per- 
formed, as he pretended, unheard of prodigies, by his charms 
and enchantments, and effected things so incredible by means 
of those Runes, Oghams and incantations, that he acquired a 
name the most renowned for wisdom and power. As he ap- 
pointed a secret council over religion and magic, who were 
called Runer and Adelruner ; and as Rune and Ogham, Dr. 
Ledwich supposes, are perfectly equivalent in sense, and had 
the same origin, the Druids we may believe committed their 
Rune, which in the Irish language signifies a secret mystery, 
to those occult characters, so highly revered and so easily en- 
graven on planks and pillars. The Irish are said to have adopt- 
ed the. notion of the magical power of letters from the Nor- 
therns, and the magic Runes they called Oghams. Fiacra was 
mortally wounded at the battle of Caonry, his funeral ieacAi 
or stone was erected ; and on his tomb was inscribed his Ogham 
name. 



Digitized by 



Google 



leeted and foMbgH^^bf' dr.-IL«&Wk:li^ilf''J^i^(«l^1er 
ontheO^Sa»'C%attide«tod'^A)|^tUi)Mfti(^BI§iadfil8^ 
of the anciepC'Iri&hr}' Andifrom ihesd' h^'^iidD^MM^*' 

dueed into' Br^via by tto Rondaoife '«(%«<' Hh&yhiid''' 
subjugated'fliktfiilandi arid'that £Ke"Bnlt6hs)iommu-" 

He ti«at»^ibsw!inqpiicMtionl.%^ 
colofayfttoBtt'SMirf/lfe" d'biteHlfefJ^ciii fcrfiiiffM''ori"' 

tow lEandthai>£a^iii IThe. vt^-af suutiquit^ Miasr'v 
serti*, iti 8i!«ffleaar'to'/DttiIdic fetters haymg b<^'ttiett"« 
wM't^^€^i!Mkwects ,the p^^^^ 
0«wf «iorsiJib^«ia»9todk> to have ^a fin.uataq>,«laHi4 
ti<ny<tf JWitti"€«lsiis. ' The teamed Doet6t,^hK^ei'*'i 
verl"iiaattt^ tRKf'tfere is no part of literary his'tory;'* 

. 'f>7(i /{♦Iff! hnu ipiMrxt • I, ... * . . ..* »»T,f '»ii{ -rir,!)^ 

m<«^fiPsq}fi6i,|t««^^.f»n*atlon of Ig<teii§«»dHl^i>i 
cOMMti<e/i*r^6i:e> infes^nces and prob«bi^tiii&£6iMaHi<>l 
stilttltf'tltti iWilrfbiitfdation, the <miriion^'6f"His''iA)tn« 
PO^?»J»r^st,-,4Jea|>f,,0ft^q9al aut^Oflfjf, ,,,,,„ ,.rt, ^„^„ 
The Ahse^^ifii ( jwtb«Eetio wdtten«doc«3aMBte Ki£A>q 
dattfH)rterWW»Olwiytiatt'era is 'the str6Hg^8?'^gtti''=' 
meW,fhat.caji;M;,!)'rou'^ht;to prov^ t^at.'jlt^rjjjtgr,^ 
did,«Qt,)3oJUTi^ti 9xnfm&i th?. PagaO'Irwhui .ifitH( tj^uH 
supported of tiie fcofl<xary opinion tttimkvikr^^ ^' 
couttt/or this'tif a^^riihg ttiajtSt. PkMck"'d'^s»-7'' 

1../ ,1- .u.,ii "fvi-y I. .9-.,,™ , .; „!j lo noitort.mt b» 

pline of the< Druids^ wkh 'fH'ObfitbigFinMnijnr ojlMT'in 
books,' ks it i* vfery' haWraT to feuiip6y*fli«t*'h'6^'- 
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154 PRELIMINARY VIEW. 

would deem it an important duty of his mission to 
root out every vestige of paganism.^ 

But however discordant the conjectures of our 
antiquarians may be with respect to the state of 
knowledge in Ireland at this very remote period, 
there is a very general agreement amongst them 
that the country obtained a high literaiy character 
soon after the establishment of Christianity. For 
this Ireland was in a great measure indebted to the 
ravages conmiitted by the Huns^ the Vandals and 
other barbarians in various parts of Europe from the 
third to the sixth century, which converted the 
most fertile and populous provinces into deserts. Fa- 
mine, pestilence^ and every evil which can afflict 
mankind marched in their train, and, to use the 
words of Dr. Robertson, ^' If a man were called to 
fix upon the period in the history of the world, dur- 
ing which the condition of the human race was most 
calamitous and afflicting, he would without hesitation, 
name that which elapsed from the death of Theodo- 

♦ The Account of Irish Writers in Harris's Ware, enume- 
rates several who had flourished before the Christian era. To 
the Monarch Ollamh-Fodlah, who is said to have founded a 
University at TaYah, is attributed a History of all the memo- 
rable transactions of his Royal Ancestors from Feniusa Far- 
saidh. King of Scythia, to his own times A. M. 3276 ; and 
King Ollioll Mac-Slanoll is said to have written the Antiquities 
of Ireland about fifty years after. Forchem, Moran the Just, 
the Monarchs Feredach Fion, Cormac Ulfadha, Cairbre Leif- 
feachair, with many others, are stated by Mr. O'Flaherty to 
have published works on the laws, which at that period appear 
to hs^ve been the principal subjects of study. 
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sius the Great, a. d. 396, to the establishment of the 
Lombards in Italy, A. D. 671.'* During this cala* 
mitous period a multitude of persons from every 
part of Eurc^ fled to this island both for protec- 
tion and learning, and the number was increased by 
the ravages of the Anglo-Saxons in England. 

About this time several Universities were found- 
ed in Ireland, of which Lismore, Armagh, and Clp- 
nard appear to have been the most famous.. The 
college of Lismore was established by St. Carthag, 
and here the imn:iortal Alfred is said to have acquired 
that knowledge by which his name has been render- 
ed illustrious through all succeeding ages. Bona- 
venture Moronus, in his Life of Cathaldus, Bishop 
of Tarentum, speaks of the Schools of Lismore, as 
having been frequented by students from every part 
of the European continent. Twenty churches are 
said to have been there at one time, of which the 
ruins of seven were discernible not many years since ; 
but of the ancient glory of this once celebrated place 
no vestige now remains but the Cathedral and the 
Castle. 

The College of Armagh is stated to have been found- 
ed by St. Patrick, and to have ranked for many cen- 
turies amongst the most celebrated seminaries in 
Europe, having at one period, no less than seven thou- 
sand students within its walls. Even Doctor Led- 
wich, sceptical as he is on all subjects connected with 
the ancient literary fame of Ireland, expresses his as- 
tonishment at the advances which learning had made 
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'ilifl/{^^ifl^tt0tat)t^^'iHfc^'attd'M^ll '6etfturi«B ; hut 

'-V^d',"< tie^ YouM'k'^ctiye* ^J^loiWlHMii the din of 
'-^Wi tH6i»4'birdilsti6'^at^b^pea6ef6l and studi. 
-'^ itdft^."''iiTrki4 e^dS^l^d^i p&ti<6titeed by the 

• 'W5««mo^^iiiaife i'i^htiifetci^ ft^^fbf«*§d^fe ■ Gikbs, 

'k'ilfecSplfelttf Sk.'!l'rftiiBk/«itiJ:the'iJi«4fr aHiSttit of the 

'•1iW»teli'hUtttHtaB;'i»'dAritf'Wi%aW''^«Med'<)V«r'i(i 

'kiid attJongitJ ife sttildenti-^tt^^ffieiittla'SWitlrbert, 

•the' 'J4pd«fe of we8^haiii^'tWinibHsa,*jAfcH5ishdp 

' bf llPtWttit'r F^ai^ifh^lifeSli^lieh^ 
fitelHfaj knowrii on' this ccfntfa4ht'l[)y'«fie fiitue of '♦Vtt- 
git' tod SdBvaijus, m^Mj) '<JF'8aftia>tii^'j AlbSn> ffie 
•ftfehd ofGharfembgne, abd'eWriiteJtJPtoti^t'df "tlie 
'Utttv^r^ of Paris. ' '^'''uflo'j .;xKu--^,ii:)l(> 
'' • ThU Sofeofid 01* Academy ^jT'-GldhaitP Was ftitoagd 
by ^1 Pinan about a htmditea yfeArt'i»!ft8^> tife ktt^ 
'dridtlori'Of'GbA^ttMiity, ^d>Wi^>kidA6&W<hfk 
vast concourse of foreigners. The venerable ^Ife^ 
'*yite tei' flWkt *< many'Of'WfeigBflgMtf'ikttiAi' 0^ aU 
'ijiadte^^rid denomiftatiOiis 'iii'th6.leijtfe'*f•te3hb^'R- 
-ifa^^•rfeti^||* Iwiandi'thi^tlle^lifl^t feev-dte tt^- 
l'S€*««i.toa«n«6i «tifebt8jd *na*i«^fi'*i«i«? tb thdi»ttid- 

?!e*JBttoailtilMfe'.'Vi>-i;.i,rt )f5.»1.t yif booaii/n If./' !.•.'( 

.muUagyii <*aifliaar; 3lhfeferi^y ■ Ik^ife. .Aftithm«lifc, 
.WS^,^»^tq:?.^4.Ast5onom^^ 
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disqoisitioii which was written by Martianus Capella^ 
in the fifth century. Johannes Scotus Erigena 
wrote comments on this Author, which are still 
extant. Nor was the study of their vernacular 
tongue neglected by the Irish. Cormac Mac CuiU 
lenan. King of Munster and Bishop of Cashel in the 
ninth century, wrote a glossary of that language, 
some very ancient copies of which still remain. 
At these seminaries all foreigners were entertained 
and educated gratuitously, being provided with 
books and every other necessary, '^for did the 
learned men of Ireland confine their useful labours 
to their own country, but established various literary 
and religious institutions amongst foreign nations, as 
Columban in France and Italy / Gall, near the Lake 
of Constance 5 Columba, the Culdee, at Hy or lona, 
with many others : and when Charlemagne founded 
the Universities of Paris and Ticinum (or Favia,) 
he placed two Irishmen, Albin and Clement at their 
head. 

But the fierce incursions of the Danes and other 
northern barbarians, and the cruel hostilities which 
they carried on in Ireland from the eighth to the ele- 
venth centuiy, nearly extinguished the cultivation of 
literattire and the sciences. All the friends of learn- 
ing were pursued by these savages with merciless 
rage, and their colleges and their writings were in- 
volved in one common destruction.^ It is probable, 

* Father Walsh thus pathetically laments the ruin of Ids 
country by the Danes. '* There was no monarch now (the 
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hoU^er.'ttiM matny^oFithe latiw;«mrf OMtbsd away 
b3^: tihim into their^a^toomrtr}!^ ht Bet^B lyombard, 
W&(]^ii/v<ab'fital^»Atehfai&hopi oflArmagh jti tiie reign 
of Qv^tiElkx&boa^r^tabBBih'l^^ that ma- 

ttymiam^Kifiiid^'^Ga^^ in the 

$Bd3^^ Libl-al^ <tf:Xaiyp»Mtaagdl),^caldolt^ 
<tf>De^tt@iirk^'id3(rn^sl]^ci^ueiilt6d 4hd (Queen to send 
Mlrn'B(im^' iti]^maiitiwi^ow4)4M'bbiiad^ to the 
fl^'io^>tif^9)4titig:tbemi^4hlit:^n(]^^ a 

tekrttieB sbttq^a^iaG^, Wass^gleetedi^ tiie.littsines6, but 

fbtr:pi^ith kttsJA€^8y)licmh\r^^^ the 

E^glii^higlcV^eti^dtB ;^tti4^«iV or carry 

^Waty^ ^V^y fiOK^numeAt of jpuitiqiii^ft^^ which tliey 

'.^^"kh ^ceatAryj) but, the .8(^d|tl^ftii?#iTcgi)^tt|n|/^^ any 
'f CJvifft^^ hjid or heathen enemies could wish 5 no more 
" king over his people, tut that barbarous heathen Tur^esius ; 
" no more now the " Island of Saints," nor Hi^Jfetyi off liter- 
'5 \tXt5cL ilSa. mtna Beancuir (XkvvgfrXtp .bo; ^een, i()|tit m ]^hes 
y^i^9,w.^,se9»nd t^^^e ; all the ^Ij m9f{^^}^ep(^(rf^Qrdered by 
" the cruel Danes and buried under the Tubbi^n. No more 
*^iiie tiionastery ofFiV^ BAar at Ciorii, #HfcIiHii:?700 conven- 

'f\^^ wh(^}]^yd^yotlng tb^pispl,v^,j^j^^^.^nt^p)^tiM9 life. 
" No more now the most wonderful cloister of all for ev&n- 
",g»UQnlv:vi^iao? find coptefnplftfipijs,^,jii}fJj??,f^jf^4^ at 

'?,a ^iw^ped o^jthe, flio8t;:^ftrkable^f9p^g J9r|9fjpc{}Jy,.tbjrt 
",h.avee!vqr:l?!€!^?>* AP a»^y ag^pr paUofl.ifff}.BftOir,e t^if? jjepoyppd 
V. i^^pola of. J)iw^fil€0ifi0ku^, 4f^gh^ , .iff*«flWft Qf:ffas^/. J^o 
" W<W.ftn,,y9iyi9fl&iftri,#pa4WHrrPF, 9Ri%e,.pt^w:»i»g.»ia ^ 
'j'„tlie,lAfld^.99;;if9rei^^ri^ cpjpij/^jf if9,^a^B?.or atudy in 
" them.V . 
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GOtdd 'dbtKD pDssesfiiinl i.itoA »thnt:r« giM»t. mvmh^ 
were ^hut npr itt thd ^)Mr)Of (Iion^di eoid fMm#tgn4 
ed to fblfgelifidiieB8^i7h0;%i£;t^^ 
new ajad inteK^atibg4ightidaii)dHgtto(JU^^ to 

But tioBQiiigfais^ nia^o4ui(MKqpi(ttQi;^ K^ 

hbemtm^yryspitil^ todi itippD5fifiMdnftatii^pn^on^> 
liaveiesd«pfdi>AndfcMU vre(gtonl2iUOielq»lb^Q«ftl>6il^ 
to theUsiatheiitifil^, ^M^^9m»tiihtQ\illdfymiimJim 

li?i6nnad8llS^toa8%:^ihefBo()J$/QfiAi8^^ .^hi^rPpp^ 

faithfully transcribed from the original in the Irish 
C«fUdge^kt^«8S,^*0ni^'wfeich, with th^ i8«B» Riagn 
ani^oifi^ ctinous 'majiiiscripts, lie derived much ilsfe- 

^'jfA<»b«ftig»'»to>'iottiJ apiwfl^ Peietey and Muaic 
^l?6'fitoB^fetf^ withihfe glrefttfest 

«ff^P*ff-(M)T«iffl!M M'^^ ^^ nation^ fti^tp!!?;r W^ 
tiie)e3f|h)tott ol»9tiieiff^ha)08t) ' and< stateuaaen^weie icpo- 
vSj^ea'*5l!i^«K6°1?aftil6iiy'<!)f'*otind add vetrte: ' «wdh 

pkm^ik&fm'ftM"i&90fMi\'^ IMT, a 'pbHbd of klttkfeaic 
teiipffi^oky, iOiff^bl^t&'Mi^lnS'tt off; tHems^TVAM-eeiii^: 

iMeiii"'l!lie -^raM^aiiti p(*^'of ''-(H^'RinJ^ pi<»i«^s,''^ct 
the distinguished learning and civility of their ancestors'.'*"'' ' 
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employments formed the chief pleasure of their fes- 
tive hours, and these compositions were sung by Prio'- 
cesy Bards and Harpers. Besides the other duties of 
their profesmon, we are told> that the bards acted as 
Heralds. Clad in white flowing robes, and accom- 
panied by their musicians, they marched with the 
chiefeat the head of their armies, which they ani- 
mated with martial strains, sung to the accompani- 
ment of the Harp : they sang also the praises of 
such as fell in battle. " In a dissertation prefixed 
^ to an edition of Glanrickard's memoirs (London 
*' 1722,) there are, says O^Halloran, some remarks 
*^ on the study of Poetry in Ireland, worthy of pe- 
<< rusal. We are told, that a candidate must have 
^^ been at very close study for seven years before 
*' he could obtain any literary degree, which you 
** will the less admire upon considering the great 
" difficulty of the art, the many kinds of poems and 
'^ the exactness and nicety to be observed in each, 
^^ to render their numbers soft and the harmony 
*< agreeable and pleasing to the ear/' 

These Crotaries or Harpers certainly excelled all 
other nations in harmony and compositicm 5 and the 
Irishmusic is at this day allowed to bepurely original. 
Their fondness for Music and Poetry seems to have 
been carried to an extravagant height, every great 
family retaining a Filea or Poet, and a Cro- 
tarie or Harper. The language seemed hap- 
pily adapted to Poetry, by its softness and sweet 
lines ; and its luxurkncy and exjuessiveness never 
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of one of them^ .^« a^ijre^sfd |)y tjxe go^t Ferpijfi ^p^son^^^ri 
Fi]iD> to Gaol Mac Morni, at the battle of Cnucoa^ in wliich 

T 



Digitized by 



Google 



162 PEEXlMl)9A|tY VISW. 

The oiigioal music of all countries was vocal^ aud 
accompanied those extemporaneous hymns and 
songs in praise of the Deity, and in honour of 
ancient heroes. It wasjn the day of hattle and 
hour of sacrifice that the concerts of our remote and 
barbarous ancestors were performed, ^e warrior 
advanced to the charge singing the actions of ancient 
captains i and the priest, whilst the Ueediiig victim 
expired oa the altar, chaunted the praise of the 
Divmi^. 

With the ancient Music of Ireland, we can be 
little acquainted; but its celebrity is generally 

the fcntotu Ottinti^l fell by Ih^ 8W6f d ^f tliU het6. ^tht M- 
fowiag iilk literal MAslatiim 3^ ' 

^ QaxA, iig6t6at tod l^ilike thief ot the ifttre^M x til^ 
boimdtdly ipBueroufc:: ik» ildigiit of majei^ : 4 wbU ot uiitt* 
tiiigttighaUe fire : rage uoremittiLn^ . A ctMunpion repleta witk 
battles : directing the rage of heroes. Lover of constant deso- 
ktidH : Bon df the ^at Mom! : gefietous to Po^tB : respite to 
wairioHB. AttibateoAtefietist tbe d6i(r|i&ll <^rore1igMri> 

Th^ following extract from the description of t^^ battle 
^ Mij^ Gfntmb neat Athenty, tii the yeMr i»f oOt LsrA Ml 
bttiv^eenArti the monardb, and Mad Oofi teid bis Ibi^sign auid- 
liaries is miyestic ^and sublime. In this battle Art the 
Monarch fell, with many other Princes : — 

^'The bero of l^ra. IThe irresistible wtive iii leAihity ; aa 
q«tok m llghftting in d^ncd ; terrible M, tettte i iJtm atq^pM 
of mighty aamies ; the band of liberality, the €iU-iploteeling § 
the performer of most mighty deeds. Art the son of Con the 
son of Feilim the son of Taathal arose. Warrior like was his 
anger, pover^l bis voiee, lovely the cbadiplon; htii fiaxen 
bai!r plaited, bis shirt t>f eillt, -ttt. & dUtrbiind be hetm tiUrb 
bowa, iiilSie other ^ia Javeltor ^bybfa sktebis ArekdRil 
and irreidsHble sword.'* 
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ac^owledged even by foreignen^ so that Cai^oc 
who was a Welshman, says that his countrymen 
had all their musical instruments^ tunes and measures 
from Ireland. Mr. Beaufbrd reduces our ancient 
mu3icai iuatrum^ots to twQ spwiesi, the Organic 
and Ry(iimieaL Of the Organic or wiad inatru^ 
ments, the principal were the Siuicy or Bugle- horn, 
xm^e of the horoi^ of mm4h a»d which were pro- 
bably ttie fiist invcBtdd mudiciy. inatr^meots^-the 
T^ompa or trumpet, supposed to have been intro- 
• -^^-^ 
An eminent Poet of1dM||uitv^ celebrates the ancient customs 
of the Irish Kings, in thie fallowing pQem^ fr^ly translated 
from the original ir^ 

Attend the c^art, and op the noonaxch ^rait ; 
A altblehian'> wbow Tirtaes^ actions, grace 
j^i^ 1^1^04 ^ «A( i¥iw flloH9« to Mis raqe ; 
A judg^e,, to fix tiie m^aninff of the laws, 
tV> save the pooi^ and right the figured cause; 
' A. i^B*^^ l»))yioN^ lor IMft 9Hft4 c«i^ 
To ease the sick, and wealc^ned health repair j 
A poet, to applaud and boldly blame, 
Aod j«4t^ to give iilaihy or fiune ; 
For without him the freshest laurels fa4e. 
And tice t<v dark oblkton is betrayed : 
TiM neiit attetadmrt, vitf 1^ iUthfet pidail^ 
Prop|»etic fury rolled within his breast, 
Full of bis God he tells the distant doom 
Ol kifi^mihorB ani nattons yet to cbnie^ 
. Piii]y he wocship^at the hofy abrine, 
' And padfles bi& God with rites dlttne ; 
With cqiii^tant oaie the sacfiioe venews, 
. A9d 9P^0Qsly the parting entraiii views : 
To touch the haip the sweet muslciah bends. 
And. boti his haaAi upon the saving* extends i 
The #weeMflt ^nd flpw« from ea^ waxhUn^ strii^ 
Soft as the breezes of the brei^thing spring : 
Musi^ hab [kywet the pankMis to controol, 
And taoep the hfph t^isqidei^ cf the soul :^ 
The antiqu'axy by hi$ skill reveals 
^The race of kH)g«, and aU their ofikpHog tells $ 
The q^reBdil^; briUKhes of the loyal Ui^ 
Traced out by fahp> in lasting i^ecords shine : 
.TkttfrQlBeei#ili lewec oider stiod, 
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duced by the Danes — the Adharcaidh-Chiuil or Mu^ 
sical-horn^ made of metal or animal horn, with a 
mouth-piece and body perforated with three or 
four ventages. From this are supposed to have 

The accomplished Miss Brooke has made a fine collection 
of old Irish Poems^ which she has beautifully translated into 
English verse ; amongst the rest, Ochtra Oisheen agu9 Pha-^ 
drig, the Dialogue of Ossian and St. Patrick, (a few extracts 
from which may be seen in the Antiquary attributed to Sir 
Walter Scott,) and also the much .admired song of Efmm a 
Chnoic, beginning with — A ckuil aiain deas na hhfainnM 
Cos, ^c— translated : — ^ ct t-f 

Bright her locks of beauty mft/lg^ 
Curling fair and sweetly flowmg; 
And her eyes of smiling blae, 
Oh ! bow soft, how heavenly glowhig ! 

There is another song with the words and air of which the 
trish, (who understand the language) are greatly delighted^ 
called Eilin a Ruin, the origin of which is thus narrated. Cacol 
Moore O'Daiy, (brother to Donogh, a. turbulent Connaught 
Chieftain, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth) was one of the most 
accomplished gentlemen of his time, and particularly excelled in 
Poetry and Music. He paid his addresses to Ellen the daughter 
of a Chieftain named CaTanagh,alovely and amiable young la^ 
dy who returned his affection, but her friends disapproved of the 
conifexion. O'Daly was obliged to leave the country for some 
time, and they availed themselves of the opportunity which hifr 
absence afforded them> of impressing on the mind of Ellen a be- 
lief of his falsehood, and of his having gone to be married to 
another ; after some time they prevailed on her to consent to 
marry a rival of O'Daly. The day was fixed for the nuptials,, 
but O'Daly returned the evening bdbre. Under the first im- 
pression of his feelings, he sought a wild and sequestered spot 
on the sea shore, and inspired by hve, composed the song of 
Eiiin a Ruin, Disguised a^ a Harper, he next night gained 
access among the crowd, that thronged to the wedding. It hap- 
pened that he was called on by Ellen herself to play. " It was 
then that touching hisharp with all the pathetic sensibility>whicb 
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ori^nated the comet, hautboy, flute, &c. The 
name Adharcaidh-Chiuil has also been given to the 
French-horn, or Corne de Chasse. But the fa- 
vourite windinstrument of the Irish in later timea 

the interesting occasion inspired, be infused bis own feelings 
into the song he had composed, and breathed into his softened 
strain, the very soul of pensive melody. It began diiucfa iu no 
a bhfanna iu Eilin a ruin. " Will you stay or come with me Ellen 
my dear J' Ellen soon felt its force, and contrived to elope with 
him that very night. 

There are many other old «ongs, with wfaicb the native Irish 
are charmed whenever they hear them sung or played, such as 
Coskaill Muin, " Cashel in. Munster,^' and " S)kane O Dier 
an Glana, " ODwyer of the Glen,^* beginning with Ay 
eiryh dham air Maidin, 8fc. literally, " In the mominy I arose, 
I heard the Cuckoo's notes, was charmed with the vernal sun, 
and the sweet music of birds.** One would almost suppose that 
the following lines of Thomson alluded to this when he says. 



-'* While I deduce. 



From the first note the hollow Cuckoo sings, 
The symphony of spring, and touch a theme 
Unknown to feme — the passion of the groves/' 

We bave selected those songs, because some of them are 
nearly three hundred years old, are national airs, and con- 
stantly listened to with enthusiastic delight in every part 
of Ireland. There was another species ofpoetry properly elegiac, 
which was commonly sung at Irish wakes ; and whicb possess- 
es a great similarity to the lamentation of Hecuba, Androma- 
che and Helen, over the dead body of Hector, as related in the 
24th Book of Homer. They commenced with Oliyo-on-on 
rhow like the words zo-on yo-on which Homer puts into the 
Qiouth of Andromache and her maid at the departure of Hec- 
torto battle.) At wakes^ afemale, generally a relative, sungthe 
virtuesof the dead, the exploits of his ancestors, each beneficent 
action of the i^ily^ their honors of old and noble deeds, excit- 
ing the friend^ o^ ^be q^c^^ed to emulate bis virtues. At 
the end of eaclfs^^a, t^eiC^ijef mourner was accompanied by 
acborusof female9,4n.ay.erypaihetiq but pleasing strain; which 
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appears to have been the PM-maia or Bs^fMpes, 
the Chorus of the Latins. It is said to have been 
first introduced j&om the East, its construction bdng 
at that time extremely simile, eonsisting only of a 
bag of leather, with two pipes, one being blown bj 
the moijitb to fiU the bag with air^ whijie tha qI^ 
had ventages, and admitted iki% sound. It was sub- 
sequently improved by the addition of a chorus con- 
sisting of two side drones, in which st?^Q it beq^un^ 
a mafftial musical instnnxient of the Ivish kemM or 
infantry, and is still used by the Highland Scots. 
But in Irel^JM) a further improveo>e<y: was made 
about the dose of tfh^ siKteeath centaugp by tali^ 
the pipe from t^ mouth, and causing Ac bag to be 
filled by a small pair of bellowi^i on compressicfn by 

greatly affected tbeheaiert. 8omati]ne» womtn were hired 
for the purpose of lamenting and prai«ilig the d^ad; they were 
called Mtfa i^aoine, -wQxam that mown i oome of ih^ Irish 
firrolybelieY^.evenattlu8d*y,thatthe5tfff»if^>5^ or Cimne,B&er 
her decease, appears agam^ i^t the apjHroach of tbe defith of any 
of the famUy to which she was attached, and j^h^ftrdto^bk- 
ment theeYWtiu the most phasing nxeloncholy strains. JJven 
some well informed people ar^ so certain of tbi?,. thattp 4oubt it 
would be ^iying them ^ highest offence* Thef bad another 
custom of makingf known to th^ir neighbours^ by ih^JnlMnsih 
(compounded oi fuilM-luagki blood by recital,) that they in- 
tended to take out the corpse to thei gra.v9,^ and this, was inprder 
to assemble a sufficient number fp? the pujrppset This cus- 
tom wose ipm the pa^ucity pf inhabitants then in Ireland, 
tbjeir living at a dist^ce from each other, ^nd. the country 
being overgrown with woods. The practice has been omit- 
ted within these last forty years, nor is tbeB(?«;f Q.ofiine ^y 
i^er employed. 
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tiie elbow. BrcMh tins the ukstnuneot tGK>k the 
name ti CuisieoM or Cmsltagh-Cuii, that is Etbow^ 
pipes or Elbownmiisio^ end under this denoounatioai 
it still remakis among tiie people.^ 

The aneieftt Bank rejected all wind instruments 
from thidr conceits, admitting only the RytfamicUL 
The^e consisted of the Tiofinptm or Drum, which wU 
used Iun<)ng8t the iSreeks and Romsna at a wwtf 
i«mote period : amongst the Irish it resembled a 
ftaboiV tdQsbting of It skin strained over an iron 
hoop^ ind beat with isticks, or with the fingeiB-^th^ 
Crotalum or bdl^^the Croialin^ a kind of cymbals 

* The CuUlea^h Cuil, has been rendered a delightful musical ia- 
struinentbythe addition of a double chanter called a l2«^/a/<?r. 
Aaiang the eminent perfoim^t^ on it> were Mr. Jackion^ Mr. 
£.I^ttgle^(yC«niiot>&o.taidat the present day> KeamsFi«2« 
patrick of Caher in the county Tipperary, is deservedly admir- 
ed, as well as Talbot who has performed before large audiences 
lb England. The Irish Pipers are fond bf playing on th^se in- 
IrtniMeBftst^lIhe inddent* of a battle, Ihe «sbembling, <0lieiiiar- 
^kalling 4nd advaneiag of the troops» the phren^ of the fight, 
und the lamentation of the women over the slain. One 
of the tnost cele*brated of these compositions is called Mar^ 
^Al OitUttum t^ Alexttider^g March, whi6h has be6ns6tt6 
^mmski hj tiie t>re8el«; Sir Gore Oushy. Tkn was Alex*- 
ander Mac Donnell otherwise Kolkittoe, mentioned «n 
the Legend of Montrose, wlio Vas slain in cold blood 
after "he Vad ftutt€kide):6d> ut iihe bdlde St Knotflmtness, 
Mtt^ KJbitttait,, la th^^waay lof C<itk In 1647, trh0M tte IsAiti 
wei« con^el^y ddfeated^ and the fate of theprovinc^ chscidedi 
In many parts of Cox^laught, and in the west of the county 
ol'tlare borderijlgon the ocean, these are played, and the 
Mngi^ ieib6>^e^tAmtid«ved ftUng -delightfetty . ThOM whb etttteot 
lytek Srtglisht^aedl nmt in these perforaMHices. 
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inade of brass^ gold^ or silver. — But the instrument 
to which the Irish Bards were most indebted for 
their musical reputation was the Harp. Oirpheam, 
its ancient name^ is supposed by many to have been 
derived from the celebrated musician Orpheus. But 
Mr. Beauford conceives that neither the Greeks or 
Romans were .acquainted with it, that it is of Teu- 
tonic or Scythic origin, and that it was first intro- 
duced into these islands by the Saxons and Danes. 
The Irish gave their harps the names of Clarsech 
from the musical board, and Cruit^ from the war- 
bling of the strings, and they made great improve- 
ments on the original instrument, by increasing the 
number of strings from eighteen to twenty-eight. 
A harp of this species, supposed to have belonged 
to Brian Boiromhe is in Trinity College, Dublin. 
In latter ages the number of strings was increased 
to thirty-three, in which state the Irish harp still 
remains. The introduction of the Latin Church 
Music into this country in 1134 by Malachy 
O^Morgair, Archbishop of Armagh, greatly improved 
the sciei^ce, and Cambrensis whe hardly allowed the 
Irish any other merit, declares that they exceeded 
all other nations in symphonal music. " The at- 
" tention of these people," he observes, '^ to musical 
" instruments is worthy of praise, in which their 
'^ skill is beyx>nd comparison superior to any other 
" nation, that we see. For in these, modulation is 
^^ not so slow and solemn, as in the instruments of 
^'Britain, to which we are accustomed ^ but the 
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*< sounds are rapid and precipitate; yet sweet and 
** pleasing. It is extraordinavy iXk such rapidity of 
" the fingers, how the musical proportions are pre- 
*^ served, and the art every where uahurt, among 
'^ the complicated modulations^ and the multi- 
" tude of intricate notes uo sweetly swift, so irre- 
" gular in their composition, so disorderly in their 
'^ concords, yet returning to unison and completing 
" the melody. They commence and quit their mo- 
*^ dulations with sq much subtlety, and the tinkling 
" of the small strings sport with so. much freedom 
" under the deep notes of the bass, delight with so 
" much delicacy, and soothe so softly, that the ex- 
" cellency of their art lies in concealing it." 

At the commencement of the fourteenth century 
the performance of O'Carroll and Cruise was highly 
celebrated, and the musical skill of the Irish harpers 
maintained its reputation to the middle of the six- 
teenth century, when the Bardic. Order became 
extinct. It is a subject of regret, that no specimens 
of the old Bardic Music exist They must have 
died with the Order for want of notation, ^ the 
Bards, so far from communicating their musical 
compositions to those not initiated in their art, took 
all possible care to conceal their principles, obliging 
their pufnls to commit their lessons to memory. 
All that we can learn on the subject is that they 
ragged their Poetry and Music under three species 
or gen^a, which they denominated the Goliraighii, 
or Sorrowful Mode, the Geantraighe, or Merry 
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Mode, and the Suantraighe, or Sleepy Mode. The 
first comprehended all songs on plaintive, solemn, 
and grave subjects, as funeral lamentations, elegies, 
&c. the second pertained to festivity, war, and the 
chace ; and the third to love, and other soft and efie- 
minate subjects ; and more especially to a kind of 
soft humming Music, in which the Bards sung their 
nocturnal Poems in the chambers of their patrons, 
or whilst they slept in the fields during theu: military 
and hunting expeditions. Many songs and tunes 
on these subjects are still to be found among the 
people, but none of them are considered to be of 
very anqient date. 

It is observed by Doctor Percy, " that after letters 
began to prevail, and History assumed a more sta- 
ble form, by being committed to plain simple prose, 
the songs of the Scalds or Bards began to be more 
amusing than useful; and in proportion as it became 
their business chiefly to entertain and delight, they 
gave more and more into embellishment, and set off 
their recitals with such marvellous fictions as were 
calculated to captivate gross and ignorant minds." 
In Ireland verse ceased to be used in our historical 
writings about the twelfth or thirteenth century, 
and from that period the profession of the Bard« 
gradually declined. This may also be attributed in 
a great degree to theu: having been discountenanced 
by the English Government, in consequence of the 
zeal and effect with which they exercised their art, 
in order to excite a spirit of independence in the 
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breasts of their cotmtrymeD. Severe laws were passed 
against them in the reigns of King Henry VIII. and 
Queen Elizabeth. Spenser speaks of their productions 
at this period as being of the most licentious descrip- 
tion, though ^^ sprinkled with some pretty flowers of 
their natural device, which gave good grace and 
comeliness unto them/' In the bloody scenes of 
that period, the Bards frequently flung themselves 
into the midst of the Irish troops, striking their 
harps till they raised the martial fury of their coun- 
trymen to the highest pitch of ardour, which often 
led them to victory.* The influence which the 

* Amongst the most celebrated Bards of this period was 
Mac Cartin^ hereditary Ollamh of North Munster, and Fiiea to 
Donough^ Earl of Thomond^ and President of Munster. This 
Nobleman having joined Elizabeth's forces, Mac Curtin pre- 
sented an adulatory poem to Mac Carthy, Chief of South Mun- 
ster, who with O'Neil, ODonnel and others, had taken the 
opposite side. In this poem he dwelt with rapture on the cou- 
rage and patriotism of Mac Carthy ; but the verse that should 
(according to an established law of the Bards) be introduced 
in praise of O'Brien, he turned into severe satire : ** How ami 
a£9ic1ed,'' said he, *' that the descendant of the great Brien 
Boiromh cannot furnish me with a theme worthy the honour 
and glory of his exalted race V Lord Thomond hearing of 
this, vowed vengeance on the Bard, who fled for refuge to the 
county of Cork. One day observing the exasperated Noble- 
bleman and his retinae at a small distance, he thought it was 
in vain to fly, and pretended to be suddenly seized with the 
pangs of death. He directed his wife to lament over him, 
and to tell his Lordship that the sight of him by awakening the 
sense of his ingratitude, had so much affected him, that he 
could not support it ; and he desired her at the same time to 
present his dying request for his Lordship's forgiveness. The 
well-feigned tale was related to the Earl, who not only most 
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Bards thus possessed aroused the jealousy ofE]iz^^ 
hethy who caused acts of Parliament to be passed 
against them and all who shoi^ld entertain th^d, 
" for" said these acts, " that those Rymors do by 
their ditties and rymes made to divers Lords and 
Gentlemen in Irelande in the commendacyon and 
bighe praise of extorsion, rebellyon, rape, raven^ and 
outhere injustice, encourage those Lords and Gen- 
tlemen rathere to follow those vices than to leave 
them." The arms of Cromwel and of WilUam 
III. completely destroyed the remains of the feudal 
system in Ireland. The pride of her chieftains was 
humbled, their ca3tles were razed, and in those halls 
which had formerly resounded with minstrelsy and 
song, nothing is now heard save the shrieking of the 
owl, or the flapping of the drowsy bat. English arts 
and manners became more generally prevalent:^ and 
the pursuits of trade and agriculture have ha[^ily in- 
troduced a better order of things. 

The properties of the Bards were now confiscated 
with the esta^tes of which they formed a part — ^they 
were no longer entertained in the families of the 
great with wonted respect, and they degenerated 
into itineraut musicians, wanderii;^ frpm house to 

heartily forgave Mac Curtin* but openipg his pur^e pr^oented 
the fair mourner with some pieces to inter bim. This instance 
af his Lordship's pity and generosity gave oourfge to tlie 
trembling Bard^ who suddenly springing up, recited ap exlew- 
poraneous Ode in praise of the £arl^ and re-entering into 
his service, became once more his favourite. — Walker' 9 Me- 
moin of the Irish Bards, 
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hoilse^ their harp slung at their back, and offering to 
play for hire. The last of this celebnUed race of 
men, whose name may be considered worthy of 
record, was Turlough 0*Carolan,* who died in the 

• Turlough CCarolan was bom at Nobber, Co. of Westmeath, 
in 1670. He was deprived of sight at a very early period of 
his life, and having exhibited an ardent passion fi>r music, his 
friends resolved to cultivate it. At the age of twelve they pro« 
cured a master to instruct him on the harp, and he soon ex- 
celled both as a musician and poet After his marriage he 
settled on a small farm near Moshill in the county of Leitrim, 
where improvident habits and an imprudent hospitality 
brought him into considerable embarrassments. He now 
commenced an itinerant musician, and mounted on a good 
horse, and attended by a harper, he visited the houses of the 
nobility and gentry, by whom he was treated with great respect, 
a distinguished place being allotted to him at every table. 
This hospitality was celebrated by the grateful effusions of 
his muse, and ic was during these peregrinations that Carolan 
composed those airs which are still the delight of his country* 
men. But like too many of our men of genius Carolan indulg* 
ed in habits of intemperance : he had early acquired a love 
for spirituous liquors, and his profession afforded him an am- 
ple opportunity for indulging this pernicious propensity, which 
brought on a disorder that terminated his mortal career in the 
year 1738. He was interred in the parish church of Kilronan 
in the diocese of Aidagh, where his grave is still pointed out 
to all who visit the resting place of the last of the Irish Bards. 
The extraordinary musical talents of Carolan have been high- 
ly eulogised by some excellent judges of that delightful art, the 
justice of which is strikingly illustrated by the following inci- 
dent related by Doctor O'Halloran ; '' In the beginning of 
the eighteenth century, the then Lord Mayo brought from 
Dublin a celebrated Italian performer to spexid some time 
with him at his seat in the country. Carolan, who was at the 
time on a visit at his Lordship's, found himself greatly ne- 
glected and complainefd of it one day in the presence of the 
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year 1738. His melodies, though extremely sim- 
ple, give pleasure even to the most refined taste, and 
his poetry is not always below mediocrity. 

PROGRESS OF CIVItlZATION. 

Authentic History sheds less light on this subject 
than even on those of which we have already treated, 
for our ancient writers delighted more in recording 
the exploits of IGngs and heroes than in noticing the 
advancement of mankind in those peaceful arts which 

foreigner. '* When you play in as masterly a manner as be 
has done (replied his Lordship) you shall not be overlooked/' 
Carolan wagered with the musician^ that although he was a 
total stranger to Italian music^ yet he would follow him in any 
piece he played ; and that he himself would afterwards play 
a Yoluntary, in which the foreigner would not follow him. The 
proposal was acceded to, and CaroloB was victorious.'* 

Mr. Philips in his " Emerald Isle/' has paid the following 
elegant tribute to the memory of the last of the Irish Min- 
strels : 

*' Would from his sUent rustic tomb, 
The shade of Carolan should oome. 
And see his harp of Music hung 
Upon some hoaiy hawthorn tree ; 
And hear the little robin's tongue. 
Learning its plaintive melody ; 
While every warbler brings its yonng 
To hear the lovely vesper sung ! 
And round the choir the fairies play. 
And dance their magic roundelay ; ' 
>TiU the last breath of parUng even 
Sweet and slowly floating by, 
Carries the concert up to h^eaven 
AU fragrance and oil hannony. 
Soft as the murmuring winds that shake 
The dew drops from the woodbine spray. 
Spft as the aun that stir the lake. 
At the rich solemn close of day, 
So Carolan's bewitching lay," 
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humanize the manners and augment the happiness 
of society . It is only from occasional incidents intro- 
duced by our Annalists^ that we can form any rational 
conjectures with respect to the habits and occupa* 
tions of our ancestors previous to their conversion to 
Christianity, for we are alike disposed to reject the 
assertions of Strabo and Solinus, that they were An- 
thropophagi, or devourers of human flesh, and desti- 
tute of every virtuous principle, and the splendid 
fables of Doctor Keating and other Irish historians, 
who would persuade us that they carried the social 
and moral duties to all the lengths which heathen 
lights could afford i and that they had palaces and 
other magnificent structures equalling, if not surpass- 
ing those of the neighbouring nations. It is more 
probable that they possessed the virtues, the vices, 
and the manners of their Celtic brethren in Bri^ 
tain, Gaul and Spain at the same period, being at 
once ignorant and undesignirig. Like them they fed 
on the productions of the earth, the milk of their 
cattle, and the flesh of animals taken by hunting and 
fishing, while the skins of those animals furnished 
them with eloathing. This mode of life rendered 
them fierce, impatient of restraint, and averse to liv- 
ing together in large towns or villages, which they 
conceived might infringe upon their independence. 

It affords matter of wonder that a people should 
exist for so many ages in a state of comparative bar- 
barism, in a country so peculiarly blessed with the 
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bounties of Providence, po$se9si)Dg a saiubnous cli- 
mate, a fertile soil, woods, plains, mipes^ quarriQ8> 
navigable rivers teeming with i^sh, and furnished with 
all the conveniencies for traf&c i^ith other nations 
by its large and safe hajrbouns, 9a4 ^^ contiguity to 
the ocean. But, may this not be in soipe measure 
accounted for by their repioteness ftpip .Qtber 9oun* 
tries when navigation was in its infancy, their na- 
tural love of a wandering life, aad above all the inse* 
curity of property in a small territory, subdivided 
into numerous petty principalitieSi who were in al- 
most 9, constant state of W/^L^C^e vvitth,eftph^pther, ? . 
Itis.not likely that the cp^^itiflup ffSji^ Jrish,¥ffi3 
much improved for many ages after the introduction 
of Christianity, for this made no change in their fqr 
litical condition. They still continued destitute of 
aU those conveniencies which we would con^der 
essential to the happiness of a civilizec^ people^ their 
houses were constructed of wattles plaistered 00 the 
sides, or covered with turf or rushes, witb the excep- 
tion of those of their kings and chieftaif^, whjc];i were 
built of solid timber, and mpre<pr^.,|^i d^cprated 
according to the wealth or dignity gf.tbie owners* — 
Their towns and villages were probably, no more 
than a number of huts placc^ at a little di^t^f^ .frpqi 
each other in the middle of i^.wood, the ave^nes^^tp 
which were defended by ramparts of earth, and felled 
trees laid across each other. Indeed we have no 
sufficient evidence from antiquity thatstpne buildings 
were introduced into Ireland till the b^inning of the 
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ninth century, the first structures of this kind being 
the stone-roofed chapels built by the Danes.^ Nor 
were private houses generally constructed of these 
materials for many centuries after, either in Britain 
or Ireland, for Hollingshed, who wrote his Chro- 
nicles in the reign of Elizabetib, quaintly remarks, 
^< that three things were altered for the worse in Eng- 
land—the multitude of chimnies lately erected, the 
great increase of lodgings, and the exchange of treene 
platters into pewter, and wooden spoons into sil- 
ver and tin. Nothing but oak for building hou- 
ses is now r^^ded; When houses were built with 
willow, then had we oaken men ; but now our hou- 
ses are come to be built of oak, our men are not 
only become willow, but a great many altogether of 
straw." It must appear paradoxical that during 
the seventh and eighth centuries, when it is acknow- 
ledged on all hands, that literature in this coun- 
try had acquired the highest celebrity, the most 
useful branches of human knowledge were neglect- 
ed ; but a remark of Doctor Johnson^ in his Journey 
to the Hebrides may not, perhaps, be unaptly ap- 
plied to this case, " that he knew not whether it 
was pecufiar to the Scots to have attained the lil>eral 
without the manual arts, to have excelled in orna- 
mental knowledge, and to hav^ wanted not only the 

* The Firbolgs or Belgic colonies which settled in Ireland, 
like their brethren in Germany, dwelt during a great part of 
the year in artificial caves, in which chambers were formed 
with dry stones, and arched over head. Many of these have 
been discov€>red in various parts of the country. 

X 
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elegancies but the conveniencies of comitton Ufe.^i^- 
Yet men thus ingenuous and inquisitive are content 
to live in total ignorance of the trades by which hu- 
man wants are supplied, and to supply them by the 
grossest means/' We should vecoUect also, that 
the learning of that day was confined to monasteries, 
and of too abstract a nature to have much influence 
on the habits and manners of the people.^ 

* We are aware that this view of the a^c^^t^i^tate of Irelaiid 
has been controverted with considerable ability by writers of 
high character amongst their countrymen^ as (yConnor^ 
Lynchi (yilalloran, &c. who insist that structures of stone 
were ^ected in Ireland at a very early period. We ar^ told 
that Marcianus Heracleota> in a tract called Periplous, says, 
" Ireland has sixteen nations^ eleven famous cities, five remark- 
able promontories, six note4 islands, and fifleien |Hincipal ri« 
verd/* The splendid palace of Eamania^ next to Tiu^a the most 
magnificent structure in ancient Ireland^ was founded by tb^ 
Monarch Ciambhaoth in the year of the world 3539, and con- 
tinued to be the residence of the Kings of Ulster till a. d. 315, 
when it was destroyed by the C^Dfia, gr^adsons to Cairbrp 
Liefifechaire. The remains of this palace iQtqr be yet traced 
near Armagh, occupying (according to O'Halloran) an un- 
common scope of ground : a very old poem descriptive of this 
building begins, /< Eamiuin a /tm ara9 U/fioi^,'* i* e* lovely 
E^tmania, ^eat gf the Ulster Kings/' The house appropriate 
to the Curaidhe na Craoibhe, or Knights of the Bed Branch, 
being the hereditary Knights of Ulster, was built near this, and 
is said to have bden very splendid, lliere is a townknd near 
the hillof Navan, which is yet denominated Cr^em^Ri^, and 
which in English letters expresses the sound that signifies in 
Irish the ' Red Branch.' 

It must be universally admitted that many famous countries 
and cities mentioned both jn sacred luad profaue history have 
so degenerated that scarcely a trace of their fltuci^t grandeur 
is to be found. The site of Babylon a;nd Nineveb is scarcely 
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Giraldiifi OambmisiQ^. ia bis Topogmphy, has 
clescribed wkh gr^al; mwuteoeWith^st^ of Ireland 
at the lurriv^ of the SngUsb ;. ao4 though cpnsider- 
Uig hisiiali(m»l|wejudieQ95 all hifr statomeotomay not 
be entitled to implicit. credit^ yet as he wrote by the 
coiWBwd^*a»<Jl<^bi^fly for th^^wforjoaatioiiofhissoYe- 
veigDjiiis iH^tiMraLtosuppose tiJMtth^ Woulfldim at being 
lusaccurate as hiam^wn^ andopportuhitieaivrould per- 
mit. He represents Ireland at that time as being 
nearly uninhabited^ without roads, and covered with 
forests. Of our husbandry and com he says little, 
butM6tate»)tlMtaur wheat was small and contract- 
ed jtfaat^tMw was much straw but little cornea 

known^ and rttined walls and pillars alone point ont the spot 
Whkts'l^ <^d^^dtft)d. In Ireland also, as trell as other 
ei9mMkB,m£o»^f^ti^BB have been found eidctilated to sup*> 
port the opinion that 'this country had been formerly more 
thickly^ peopled 'than In later times. Mr. Molyneux, in 
alettilr to th^'Aifctiblshop of Dublin writteti atUlie close 
0f ' the t»vmMmiStL^telittiiy, stated that Ii^eland h^ cer- 
taiafy b«ien bedtfe^ ishaMted formerly than it is at present 
" Mountains thrat are now covered with bogs/' says he. 
" hste%«^>lb¥th^ffy l^loughed; for when you dig five or six 
^^ftetde^'ybt^ilAs^V^fUpk^per soli for vegetation and find 
*' it pkHj^MdHito'ridges an^ furrows ; and I am told/' conti- 
nues he> '^ thati^h ^the' t^ of an high mountain in the North, . 
^^^ereldreyet tMiiiyidlig ifa^ streets and other marks of a large 
'f'l^dwii^Mid' intr«ftl(''^e ate' ftftr places, but either at pre- 
<«(iaii^r'wli«a ibe b6g iti'^ikoied, exhibit mAA of the plough 
'^ wbiob must btnreHy pY^i^'the country formerly to be bet* 
'' ter inhabited.'' Mr. Molyneux was father to the antiquarian 
StJ^ ^(^mtt Molyncax; and died 4n Dublin in 1696. The 
iwmd tMctn soffomtnoa in this country are also adduced as & 
pfQoC of hevaoeient greatness, but of these we shall take no- 
tice hereafiter. ■..->' 
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sure consequence of sowing wheat in too rich a soil. 
He says nothing of the manner of ploughing, but there 
can be little doubt that it was by the tail, which is s6U 
practised in some places. They did not thresh their 
corn, but a woman sitting down took an handful of 
corn in her left hand by the stalks, and set the eai^ on 
fire 3 in her right hand she held a stick, wkh which she 
beat off the grain as soon as the husk was burnt ; 
so that com might be dressed, winnowed, ground^ 
and baked in an hour after it was reaped. Some of 
the monks had erected water-mills for themselves, 
but the quern was generally used in grinding to a 
late period. Bread was mostly baked under embers^ 
though the griddle had been introduced by the Fir- 
bolgs. What is now called hasty pudding or stir- 
about, appears to have been a very ancient aliment 
in Ireland, for in the seventh century Columbanus 
orders his monks to eat a little bread baked under 
the embers, to which he adds herbs^ legumes (peas, 
beans, and other podded fruits,) and meal mixed 
with water. We are also assurred by Ware and 
others, that the ancient Irish used as food trefoil^ 
shamrock, water-cresses, scurvy-grass, and sorrel; and 
Dr. Rutty says, that in his time the latter was eaten 
in various parts of Connaught with milk, . and also 
taken with fish, and boiled with cow's blood, salt and 
butter. 

Cambrensis speaks but little of our fruits. He 
saw but few apple trees, and as there were no or- 
chards, there was no cyder. Barley bemg but little 
known, it is probable there was no ale, though it is 
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said tiiat the Danes brewed it from heath. Mead^ a li- 
quor composed of honey and water, and curmi, 
made according to some from barley, and to others 
from milk^ were their chief drink, though Cambren- 
sis states that he every where found abundance of 
Poietouwine^ for which the Irish exchanged their 
peltry. The rivers, he says, swarmed with the finest 
fish, and the country abounded with almoBt every 
variety of the feathered 4race and all the four-footed 
animals to be found in those western regions, as 
cows, sheep, horses, deer, swine, badgers, wofve^ 
foxes, hares, rabbits, &c. It therefore appears that 
there was no want of variety of food. The ancient 
Irish had two meals a-day, one early in the morn- 
ing, the other late in the evening. When they met 
at their ordinary entertainments they sat down in a 
ring on rushes or beds of grass, instead of chairs or 
benches. Three-legged tables were then set before 
them covered mth bread, milk-meats, flesh and fish, 
boiled, broiled, and roasted, the attendants in the 
mean time serving drink about in cups made of 
wood, horn, and sometimes of brass. At these feasts 
the Bards always assisted, and siing the praises of 
their heroes to the music of the harp. Magnificent 
accounts are given by some of our Irish writers of 
the hospitality which abounded in the Hall of Tarah, 
where we are assured there w^eno less than twen- 
ty-seven kitchens, and nine water cisterns for wash- 
ing the hands and feet of the guests. The lights used 
on those occasions (and they were the miy lights 
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known in Ireland for many sucoeedl^g centtffies) 
were made of the pith of rushes dipped in some unc** 
tuous matter. The Inore wealthy, twisted a great 
number of those rush-lights together to the thickness 
of a man's ami^ and sometimes to the size of a. man's 
waist. When Shane O'Neil injraded TurcouieU in 
1567| his adversiuy, Q'Donnel ]»» fiad to have 
been directed to his tent by ooe of. those immense 
lights, and the chieftain with difficulty escaped.*^ 
Cambrensis, in hia account of thQ animala of Ire- 
landy makes no mention, of the Moose Peer, whose 
monsttrous bones and horns are so/requenjkly dug.vp. 
It is probable that their race became ^esUinot §000 
after the arrival of the Firbolgs, who /were passion- 
ately fond of hunting. Indeed tfaia waibin alliflges a 
favourite practice of the Irish, and thev^rwotf-dogs 
were oflien considered acceptable presents by the 
greatest monar^hs.^ 

We. shall now attempt to traoe 4lk6 ]^gress of 
civilization sinc^ the arrival of tiie^Bngiishi' which 
owing to the continued prevalence of jianguiliary 
hostilities, was scarcely pereeptiii|j$ttill the aeeessioti 
of James I. Id judging of tlia^vcomparative refine- 

* Our Records contain a Privy Seal from Henry VIII. or- 
dering t^o goss-hawks tod four greyhounrf^ llihk sent from 
It^lAtid tolb^Mal^td^^f DesairayA asattei^^ accep-- 

table services which he had rendered .hkn ^shifi wws; and 
when Sir Thomas Howe was sent in 1615 as Ambassador to 
the Great Moguls that Emperor desired him to send for some 
Irish grey-houndb as (hemost welcome preseikt Which he donld 
malke hiud — HaM$'9 W^rt. 
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ment of any people, oar opinions nnist be guided 
chiefly by the progress which they have made in 
thosQ arte, the cultivation of which by augmenting 
the convenieneies and comforts of life, promotes con*- 
tentment, and a chearful submission to the laws by 
which ih6^ comforts are secured. As the com- 
merce^ andeonsequently the wealth of a country in- 
creases^ the population will naturally acquire a more 
refined taste with respect to every thing connected 
with their food and dress, their habitations, furniture, 
amusements, and whatever else may contribute not 
only t0 th^ ireal but fancied wants ; and if we only 
look on the surfeee of society, this form^ the grand 
distinction between a barbarous and acivilizednation. 
We shadl therefore, briefly examine what progress 
the Irish people have made in these various particu-^ 
lai^. 

It has been justly observed, that agriculture has 
always kept pace with the advancement of knowledge 
andr^the pri^&^ of civiUzation. In the most splendid 
era of the Rotaian Empire, it was the theme of Cice- 
ro's praise^ and afforded to Virgil a subject for bne 
of the most elegant and finished poems of antiquity. 
Asproducingthe rawmaterials for every kind of com- 
merce it must be of the first importance to all nations, 
yet so miserably had it been neglected in Ireland 
till within a comparatively recent period, as almost 
to be overlooked by all our writers on statistics. — 
This may have beeu partly owing to the nature 
of the goil, which, though exceeding in fertility that 
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of England, is more favourable to the production of 
grass than com, the excessive nK>isture so beneficial 
to the former being pernicious to the latter ; and 
it may also be attributed in no small degree to 
the attachment of the Irish to the Wandering life 
of their ancestors. This is proved by the fiust, 
that so late as the year 1647^ orders were is- 
sued at Kilkenny by the general assembly of the 
Confederate Catholics, prohibiting tli6 peoide of 
Ulster from wandering through the provinces of 
the kingdom, with thar families, flocks and herds, in- 
juring several counties by destroying the grass, corn^ 
and other property of the inhabitants, which had oc- 
casioned several counties and places to be quite de- 
serted and wasted; and that the said Kayriagfats, as 
they were called, or herdsmen^ should avdd the con- 
tributions due of them. Many places at this day 
where these wandering Ulster men and their, families 
made a temporary settlement, are called after them, 
such as Clounaltagh or Clonoulty, and Ballynultegh 
in the County Tipperary, &c. and the time of their 
emigrationis c^HedSaurah Naultagh, {le. thesumiiitt 
of the Ulster people.) — Indeed the nature of the soil 
and the moisture of the climate still cause grazing to 
predominate to a great extent in Ireland, so that be- 
sides supplying our own population^ an immeiise 
number of cattle, sheep and pigs are annually, ex* 
ported, either alive or slaughtered. In 1814 (the last 
year of the war) the exports from the farm-yaid and 
the dairy w«re 26,361 live cattle^ 8,200 sheep, 
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17345 pigs, 3,601 horses, 110,218 barrels of beef, 
17O|20d barrelsof pork, 5,830 cwt. of hams, 291,019 
flitches of bacon, 321,871 cwt. of butter, 16,855 
cwt of tallow and hog's lard, 2,384 cwt. of feathers^ 
and 23,804 raw hides, the total value of which was 
£4,162,541. . . 

But the agriculture of Ireland, though far from 
being cultwaled ta the extent of which the countiy 
is capable, jbas within the last centuiy amazingly in-* 
creasedi so that .we have now not only an abundant 
supply of graia of« every description for home con- 
8Ui»ptioii^^tttia)ynt[<|«uuitity id annually exported 
to th«.»illM?iila0il; and were the daily improving 
modmpf husbandry accpmpamed by sufficient ca- 
pital «id vaL^judimous system of letting land, we 
shouldi ni^doubt>. soon be surrounded by a prosper- 
ous^ contented, and happy peasantry. Previous to 
the year 1772, the com imported into Ireland consi*- 
der^y exceeded that which was exported* A happy 
improvement, however^in this respect, has been gra- 
dually taking place from that period to the present^ 
so ttii^ttnow the quantity of com grown is sufficient 
not only for. the support of a population more than 
doul^edi and tihe- increased supply of the brcweries 
and distilleriosi,^ the former of ^vhich have doubled, 

U|( .110. h . K. 

*Beerand^le brewed with hops appearto have been unknown 
to the ancient Britons and Irish^ though they probably had other . 
liquors so denominated. It was about the middle of the twelfth 
century that the distillation of ardent spirits was introduced, 
and for some time they were only used medicinally, being con- 
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and the latter quadrupled their annual consumption 
of grain within the last forty years — but to export a 
surplus valued at little short of a million sterling. To 
effect this it is calculated that nK>re than 800,000 ad-" 
ditional acres of land must have been brought into 
. culture since that period. 

The immense forests by which Ireland was formerly 
overspread remained with little diminution tilt 1606, 
except m the settlements of the English. Cromwell 
destroyed many woods on account of the sl^lter 
which they afforded to the natives, and their annihi* 
lation was accelerated by a very profitable trade 
which was carried on soon after his time in pipe- 
staves and other lumber; thus wood became at 
length too valuable for firing, and turf was substituted. 
Rice was sown in Ireland in 1585, and about the 
same period potatoes were first introduced from 
America by Su: Walter Raleigh, and planted near 
the town of Youghall ;* he brought the celebrat- 

sidered as a sovereign specific for the chdiic^ dropsy, palsy, 
and various other disorders. Tliey were consequently digni- 
fied with the name of aqua vitae, and in Ireland they received 
the equivalent appellations of uisgebeatha, usquebaugh, or 
Whiskey. Spirits were distilled from malt in Irdand in i;390, 
and they were made to resemble foreign liquors by adding aro- 
matic seeds and spices. They had also a liquor called Piment, 
composed of honey, wine, ginger, pepper and cinnamon. 

* The person who planted these potatoes, imagining that 
the apples which grow on the stalk, was the part to be used, 
gathered them ; but hot liking their taste, neglected the 
roots, till the ground being dug afterwards to sow some kind of 
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ted AfFane cherry at the same time from the Canary 
islands. Artichokes, cauliflowers, and some others of 
the finer vegetables were introduced about the seven- 
teenth century. 

With the exception of that of linen the manufactures 
of Ireland have not kept pace with her tillage or agri- 
culture ; but on the contrary the woollen manufacture 
which flourishedin this country at a very remote period, 
has considerably retrograded : it is supposed]! to have 
been first introduced into Ireland by the Firbolgs 
or Belgic colonies. In the ninth century the Flem- 
ings had obtained a superiority over all the other 
nations of Europe in their woollens, and many of 
them came to England in the reign of William the 
Conqueror, and improved the natives in the arts of 
weaving, fulling and dying. There is good reason 
to "believe that some of them came to Ireland with 
the English adventurers in the reign of Henry II. 
particularly as their countrymen were at that time in 
possession of the best ports in the island. It is cer- 
tain that manufactures of frizes, sayes, serges or 
stuffs, were carried on here as eariy as the reign of 
Edward III. and that they were highly esteemed in 
foreign countries. They are spoken of in the Ditta- 
mondi of Fazzio delli Uberti, a poet of Florence, 

grain, the potatoes were discovered therein, and to the great 
'Surprise of the plantar, vastly increased. From these few all 
Ireland jvas furnished with the seed of that root which is now 
the chief food of her peasantry. 
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who flourished in the fourteenth century in the fol- 
lowing lines : — 

SimllemeDte pammo en Irlaoda^ 
La qoal fra not e degna iama. 
Per le nobile laie^ che si manda« 

'' In like manner we paa into Iieland, whicb among as is worthy of renown 
for tiie excellent stuA whidi she sends us.'' 

They were then worn by the ladies of Florence as 
a fashionable dress. The Italian merchants took our 
peltry and sayes in exchange for their wine, spices, 
and the shells of cocoa-nuts, ivhich were converted 
into drinking-cups. 

In the reign of Edward III. the woollen trade 
first began to flourish in England. Before that period 
the English exported their wool to Flanders, and 
imported it back manufactured 3 but that monarch 
perceiving the great disadvantage of such a trade, 
held out a variety of privileges to the Flemings, to 
induce them to settle in England ^ and this soon turn- 
ed the balance of trade in favour of that country. — 
No great quantity of woollen goods, however, was 
exported till the reign of Elizabeth, who received 
with open arms the persecuted Walloons ; and this 
hospitality was amply rewarded by the new impulse 
which they gave to this trade, and from that period 
it has advanced with increasing prosperity. Ireland 
partook, though at a very humble distance, in these 
advantages, and there can be no doubt,.had the Eng- 
lish government fostered the woollen manufacture in 
this country as it has done at home,' it would have 
become equally flourishing. 
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After the suppression of CNial's rebellion^ at the 
commencement of the sixteenth century, upwards 
of 8OO3OOO English acres of land in Ulster became 
forfeited to the crown, and James I. deemed this 
a favourable opportunity for securing the perma- 
nent tranquillity of that part of the country, by 
turning tiie attention of the people to trade and 
agriculture, the low state of which at that period will 
appear from the fact, that in the year 1611 the yalue 
of the whole exports and imports of Ireland amounted 
to no more than two hundred and eleven thousand 
pounds!^ This he conceived would be most efiectu- 

* In two centaries after ( 1813) the valae of the exports from 
the port of Waterford alone was £2,200,454 168, Od. In one 
year about the same period the total exports of Irish produce 
and manufactures ^ere as follows, at the current prices : — 

NATURAL PRODUCTIONS. 

Produce of Pasture-lands ....£4,162,541 

Arable Lands 760,302 

^ Kelp, Minerals, and Fish 171,170 

£5,094,013 

MANUFACTURES. 

Plainldnen £4,610,412 

Coloured ditto 11,432 

Linen Yam 111,987 

Worsted Yam 51,355 

Candles, Soap, Glass, Books, &c 150,836 

£4,936,022 

Foreign Goods Exported 141,301 

£10,171,336 

Making due allowance for the difference in the value of money 
in the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, the increase of 
trade since the former period has been truly astonishing. But 
when we observe in the foregoing abstract, that of our exports 
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ally accomplished by formmg borough or cwpdrate 
towns, and granting the forfeited lands to undertakers 
of three distinct classes — lst> English and Scotch 
settlers who were to lojcate Englishmen and Scots on 
the lands — 2d, Servit(Mrs in Ireland, who iaig^t take 
English or. Irish tenants ad libitum — and 3d, native 
free-holders of the country. The lands of the settkns 
were divided into portions of 2000, 1600, and 1000 
English acres, and a small yearly rent was reserved 
to the Crown. The wisdom of this arrangement 
has been manifested by the happy dhangc^ which 
has since taken place in the condition of the peo- 
ple of that province, once the most uncivilized in 
Ireland. 
Notwithstanding the internal distractions which 

nine-tenths were the produce of our pasture lands and our linen 
manufacture, what a tide of wealth and prosperity would have 
flown into the country had. it. possessed suBieient capital to cul- 
tivate all the other advantages of 6oil> climate, and sitttatieB, 
with which Ireland is so abundantly blessed. Of about twen- 
ty millions ofacres, the superficial contents of our island, eigh- 
teen millions may be rendered subservient to all the purposes 
of tillage and pasturage. Numerous mines of coal and the 
most useful metals and minerals havelaiu' almost unexplored 
till within a few years back/ when public spirit has seemed to 
receive some impulse on this subject. Our fisheries, hitherto 
so much neglected,, ace capable of being* made axi inexhaustible 
source of industry and of wealth to the inhabitants of our sea- 
coasts, while millions of our population in the interior might 
be employed in carrying on manufactures which have been as 
yet untried, or oidy attempted with a cautious timidity spring- 
ing from the unhappy circumstances of the countxy, or the ui^- 
w he jealousy of the sister island. 
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existed durihg neairly the whole of the seventeenth 
century, both the woollen and linen manufactui^s 
were carried ot^ with succes&in various distriets, par-^ 
ticularly in the North ; but in the year lft98 the for- 
mer was sacrificed to the jealQusy of England by 
duties tantamount to a prohibi^n being laid &n the 
exportation of woollen cloths (fiizes^ e»^pted ;) and 
tills event compelled' a multitude of Episcopalian 
Protest£^s> many of whom weiie English settlers,, to 
desert the country. The woollen manufacture is^ 
however, carried on to a certain extent in various 
parts of Ireland. 

As some compensation for this act of injustice^ 
essential encouragement was from that period given 
to the linen trade of Ireland ^ There can he no 
doubt that linen was very extensively manufactured 
in this country at a very remote period, for Hakluyt, 
an English traveller, in a poem written in 1430, enu- 
merates it among the articles then imported into 
Chester from Ireland : — 

Hides and fish, salmon, hakes, herring, 
Irish wool and linen cloth faldinge, 
.And martins good, be their merchandie. 
Harts, hides, and otter of venerie. 
Skins of otter, sqairrel, and Irish hare. 
Of sheep, lamb and fox is her chaffsre, 
Fells of hides and conies great plenty, <fee. 

There must have been an abundance of linen in 
the sixteenth century, for at that time we ar6 
told, it was fashionable to wear shirts containing 
thirteen or fourteen yards, and in 1639 an Act of 
Parliament was passed limiting the quantity for each 
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shirt to seven yards. Early in the dghteenth cen* 
tury the Linen Board was established, and the etkc-^ 
tual encouragement which was how given to the 
trade induced many Presbyterian Scots, French Hu- 
gonotSy and some respectable Quak^ families to form 
establbl^ments in various parts of Ulster, and from 
that penod the manu&cture has been brought to a 
very high degree of perfection.^ Some estimate 
may be formed of the product of this valuable arti- 
cle of commerce, from the quantity sold in one year 
(1819) in the market of Armagh alone, producing 
£527,800, while the sales of yam amounted to 
£145,600, during the same period. 

The cotton manufacture is be^ning also to flou- 
rish in some parts of the country ; that of silk has 

* Mr. Stuart^ in his highly valuable History of Armagh^ has 
given the following striking instances of the nnparalleled ex- 
cellence to which some industrioas females in Ulster have ar- 
rived in spinning linen yam. ** At Dnndonnald^ in the coun- 
ty of Down, in 1779, a woman out of one pound and a-hiJf of 
flax which cost about two shillings, produced yam of so fine a 
texture as to sell for £5. 2s. 4d. In Dec. 1805, Wm. Dawson, 
of Woodbank, near Gilford, Esq. had in his possession a hank 
of yam spun by Catherine Woods of Dunmore near Ballyna- 
hinch, ^ed about fifteen years, which weighed exactly ten 
grains, giving about seven hundred hanks to the avoirdupoise 
pound of flax. These would make a thread 2,521,440 yards 
in length. Less than eighteen pounds of this yam would con- 
tain a thread 24,912 English miles in length, equal to the cir- 
cumference of the earth. The first piece of cambric ever, 
perhaps, manufactured in Ireland, was sold in 1794 inLurgan 
market^ It counted 2700 warp and 3000 woof, and was va- 
lued at £25 sterling. 
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been brought to a high degree of perfection^ while 
our tabbinet3 excel those of Spitalfields, Paslej 
^md Norwich, The manufacture of leather and 
paper is carried on to some extent, and the fine 
gloves of Limerick and the flint glass of Waterford^ 
though manufactured on a limited scale, are superior 
p^haps to any in the worid. 

The mineral wealth with which Ireland abounds 
may be aaid to have been to the present almost 
miexplored. In one county at least a gold mine 
exists, silver in seven, iron in nineteeut copper in 
flevcnteen, lead in seventeen, tin in two^ and coal in 
fifteen of our counties, besides various marbles, gra- 
1^^ crystals, and precious stones. What a vast 
source of emplo3rment to our superabundant popula- 
tion and of wealth to the proprietors of the soil, 
would the working of these mines afford were it car- 
ried on with sufficient spirit and eneigy. Some of 
our Annalists have asserted, that gold and silver 
were found and refined in Ireland a thousand years 
belbre the Incasnation, and that mints were establish- 
ed five hundred years before the same epoch, at 
AA^agl)^ Casbel and Clonmacnois ; but this b 
rendered extremely questionable by the total ab- 
sence of coins of thatperiod> tiie acknowledged fact 
^ajt tb^ ancient Celts had no names for the pre- 
cioua or baser metals, and that no remains of them as 
domestic utensils or military ornaments are to be 
founds all the heads of the old axes, spears, and ar- 
rows, being of stone or flint. The use of metals was 

z 
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peltiy ^nd tHe 6tber toatuf ftl pr6dtJdliidtt»i^ tM c«fda^ 

thy: 'Tkeise^Kilty ^ tha^precidu&mettls.te'a^irfi^ 

VAt^ ^^riod ii^ evid^t fiH»ii' the f^K^ th«tieii^ wfinn 

#^e '^alfl; in oaWle J for " no inaan/' 8ttyil-'a;<fttthoii 

hm\ <*4s bouttd to pay brass/ «»ven »- »^<>, l»«itii 

^^li*'^ ^Even^as' late ^ tlie^fiftttMil^<6eiituisfr>twfe 

was v«ry goneralty catfiedbti'byibaftttHiigx^iM^^Sotti^ 

"ttibditjjr^^dlr &hother>» and the Irish lDvd3vgeteflall}i{9» 

i^^if^'ihmt rents m butter; datamil^ bd4iwj'|fpid 

ijtypitie^ '•' -^ ' '.'^ »».''r I..' -jbiiiioq 

<JHjft) t^tithentle proof exists the* abyv ^infcige rf 

^etod|yi <took! plaice in Ireland tiU ihe'oislth'cjlbttifyi 

^)vhenu«kle |)anish Prince Tiirgasius ^stablkrhM l«t 

]9naitrkrfiubliti> though a eoti^ry^ ^^L0|ltfafir>beda 

4ikstii(tiftBX|d'by.i^me leamed'Writet«:dd><th€>>siifejedl^ 

iasr^tJdiu fiinhoD/ Mr. Walk^, ^BisHop^^34MioUM^ 

Isoid.iott^qfSi • After the aniTaI'of4h<^3Bkb^tjgitf^(4il&tJd3 

iwdreil^staMsbed ih Dtihlkn, W^^x^b^y^ll^ 

Wmni^ anpkSpof^fafeda $ and th^ redde» imiioUs(MiMiii8 

sudlged;, tiiil lind ^asripta^tdrls 'of the ViriMisi bohMgM 

'issmed/in 'Ivriand to :ti^<rdg» 6f<Wtli»iii^ato0i<Mi^^ 

iaSbmi^'H Wane; ^/Of ^/oarmkieil no notiocpistalbte 

^kii^^Ay ipublay^e« t^i^ rtlgii^Qf^UdWikdUho^Aimii 
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KiBg .Obvl^ I«-Di4l^cU w^ghed three .huadtied <wph 
4El88y ^a^hfratatbdriiiiiMe'Oft hi^ leAt^rsto the jSecretoi^ 
of)<SMcs<5f(tfa0t':the<IeQil aikies la'Mwi^ter ^wai^i^b 
riQht iltiiflA' lively. IbddQt of ieaid (bywhic^^JDt^drJ^ 
iimpppfiedtelb^iiMfait) hadria;itito (Jiti^tv^ytQeijof }i)»^ 
pounds of fine silver/' A mine in the county Aateim 
is a^idiito^ 3/wid «i pound of silver ,tD. eVttry tihirty 
poiitiA»>Qf*kbd.: • TheRiev, Mr. Ry laod^ ra hiB History 
^f tWiM^rfottK ststoi that at tlie strand lOfKiltturriil in 
4battcmtityykis^ areia found la large quacltitiea among 
ibe||Glwdiildid)that it ba$. yielded fix>m4]kitiyHeig|lDit:to 
§mtiy,i^^S(fAesof p^e silver per ton.. < TImS mMesnef 
JlifiMQplMb iKitthe same county, produce cop^ter,lead 
9k»A'«hY€r, land they wefe ifi^rked dujjk%-4heih»t 
.c0fttwy>t^A.coB$idi^abl€ extent >by«<i6lDlpaoy(ii«06 
limited thfrn^fijoml^d Raoelngh^ Imo,. topper^ 
aiid!<^Plil«ines hiyre been wrought to:0idiile>exfteiit'jn 
.otl^ <k>iaatt^9 but hitherto wcirks oitiA^ BafuceikaiTe 
pis^Noe^tk^^hutJluiguidly/o^iiitg to'Wanti<of icapitiil 
jli»diafi't>iiblic. spirit. Br^hter -prospects^ h)[>W4vcv, 
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ate tMst^nnltog' to^ ^g^imiafoA'Vm^Bai^^ of 

idgo* Mp^ltof the Mi{)iM,;tte «&M oCiiiebnlrate 

' Th64y«id« and Wmtteto^ of th6«fc6tmit3P 1u(«g(]^^ 

^thin t1iek6t'fi% feomto itfi|irdlre'inar]<|Biilid'tib- 
i^ig«fim«^ Hie Grand CaHaly wUUh WB^Sjonmi^aibM 
in 1772, now opens a firee •ooiiiiiifmtcaiiM^ifatairtoi 
-St. George's Channel and tfaie Waitem-OoMti^ mkMi 
^cHif^ei^ tbetraaasportofg^iMidfii^ol^^ 
(aM places in Oie South aQd Wect^m^Mfe floating 
aiid graving docks have been eomplfitat trl> £^Q)iiin, 
> wfaiab at« capable of contamiii^< mmy bcuwba&dail 
^fiv^sseK ' The Royal Canal ouib^wta^mAHioi 
"the hieliopolis, proceeds to TaimoiiAnibffi' ^ist^'^^^ 
/irirar Shaanon, from theiK^ to Co<flnahp9!ihi>^llie 
^^Otttofy .WesteeatJb, and nofti»i9«ixtto Stetti^^wiHctf- 
iMraQcheato varkns market towns. ThciJimrigttlten 
'oftomeof ^oisr rivers has ateo i»Biea mucbiiftifinnM], 
and a communication is now epebed betmefencBd- 
^^fiistiind Lough Neagh i^ meanisof tb^ZlaganiHuialj 
' aadtiiPeNewfy' Canal and theSMfth Bann^.imti^ate 
^4iie udiim ofthe L^^ugh mib. Nerviy. , .''f* i " < 

WhU« tha^feitftity and mm^ialticlm of anriated 

' ftvesent toi the hanil .of iiidoslry aiiald Ski ^XmbBtva^ 

nodted es^ertion, the surtoundingseaa ^fSaird^niBansiof 

national proqpterity little inferior. But iC is<t«x kia* 

^lemnted that the same causes which hav« proved so 
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ibttteideiipinaiiiniljr 0i^ei;lcM4»d. Bdmoifi^^^ 
tookadvanta^ of our ne^gencein tliis rexpiMt^to^ia 

;Soi9iBn«iit feio^gMiB £no)ti fiibiiij^i <m om ^hutrnvrr^ 
iBdkiklappeBja tbftt4his>iiid.iiot ouretfaeeiYU^ for in 
I ififtS^myB.aa^ lOidivcilartO&.the Britiah Mooafcby 
r(Jdb9Ll>Mi)> ^^ It ttir.ndcwflftrjr to leave to poaterity 
fiMtaie./sm^idamace'of tkMei4aoe6vheie oiif neh 

£BfmBgAa^iBB^nt¥Sxmk^ Covkj Cariungfofd, SaHw- 
!• MBi>ihiiigarva&i Youghal^ Watecford, &c^ and. all 
, .fiio^oybdiiitoiii inaliy atrafigens, aa if it wace. iMitbin 
rikdk>ilBni king's peculiar Hnits; aay^ ]iatbtf»>atk//if 
i thkoB otesli^sdaa^ and bays were of their priKite po^ 
' palBf^ aniiiaaireral purohaaes, to our inwpaiable lote^ 

dboredH^ land < diBcoinfofft« ^^ In bis time^" ibemyts^ 
Tf ^.'Hlnk. floitt: (Baitnn<v6>) is yttaiiif iiabad/byiiNi^'Or 
iiAiBpfaHnidfOd sail of Spauiarda a&d SVoncfaileii^^'- 
,ftmnBiithctef«itO''tiie fishing at a < strait tiot.balf^cso 

fbeDadafi^ibeTteoiasisat Whiteball;" ^ x. *^.n: 
.liiaHknB^stktel^ ths^at tfae^somineiicaiiiBiif dCAher'lirt 
f' eiiiltiicy , laigie quantilies of salted aalmon^ hetri«g»^a0d 

pilchards, were reported to foreign par(»; ai)d;ab0iit 
KHia^fianie pencil. Dr. Smith informaiis, tbat'&diti the 

^arfiof DutigarFtai a large aiq^ply of hake nmaawt 
t awwfflHy.toi Spain, where it (here a better pnteOian 

ioA from Newfoundland. We are giatified<4olean}, 

that the fishery on this part of our coast is again 
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terford recently published. '' The Nrjqnfih^Saiil^air 
hM b»0*48certoinQ^ i8tretc)^taiaDg^tf»(»,irbf]|le o9<he 
soiitlma coasts M^hi^r^liyrtARceofi abiMAiSQriiiirJmgiies^ 
from, itssrfmtorn pfurt tat OwgarfaiabiitOfB ciijkaA^i0f} 
from fotBAmnh .to twtetgr iMgticw Aomiitfc* ^mste^tt^gsa^ 
BtCwpeiGkM, aodlbe MtKeaikcfd i(3|hiSil}anb»^| 
suppoaf^d ito afford an inetshantatibleAii^lor fp$(0Q^ 
lingy fee and might be mMlo iio/add !a|jn^rt<d«clt^ < 
«Mio£ wiedith.to the cottatoy^ ivttr6.aie.W(Olib6/hJaih^ 
bouss improved by (nersy and^capltaJt 'fifilNfdisdrtjtc^^ 
fehtemen to enable them to equip :itheir^mawlfr»^t 
Mr^ Ry land fuither ioformau% that .^sincefthetooii^g^ 
bcmntyi has been in operation^ thtfrnunberLOC bottts 
and menemployed in the fishery»of tDun^tronihWj 
loi^iteaaedifMrOigjresaiyelyy ao that in the i year lilfiSS^a: 
hui)dMd'a3di«ixty4hree boats and.about elaiieibhimft 
df»d meO(fa|etd bem employedi wko hadptfoourod^i 
^»j9(»9i^rinorethaB a thousaod toito of i^xoetttefi 
fiah/' i; M9< ii^iman in his lSMcBsyitil\Gd^hpr^ 
prtij^eot^it^ifishipgof thaibay to.be nownr^^Fy <(i)tini 
a^eKl^ippNiiards of. 2,500 hands beiogi.geMidiljrf 
^Qf^oy^imtiu^mnorbay alone. FronthetdiieiK 
ant! .^m^nnftsh^ms, large sdppUea of tha^ifa(ig^= 
eateem^d aUtideof food are sentiin tbe aeaaompdeked^ 
ia:iJ^e:..to XAveqKH)! and other ports iniJEtigkaitdj; 
ao4ith$«^..4£m.beJM>. doubt} that if adequate •«ja^l 
cou^ageoneqit. were'^afiorded to tfai^ important branch! 
oft^aitidAal induatry^it would prove anwa oflweaUl^. 
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to tfaose<itho shcnikl ee^mk thsAr prap^rtjr ki^it^'^d 
a (lelrnlaiienC tadiim Jd^^^^oykkenttii tb^inttabitantei. 

govMiAafdsit^ uAM^ the othto^imtfsiffas-^m^ c<Mt^lai>^ 

rigfcetifly'tiimed' itsvattefition'- totiito iiD|H»tiuit^dub^ 
j«w^t;j^ ^In^ j^aper pi^iieated- to 4fae<i%a]ieeU6r!Qf th^i 
J}3tch4qu6tf<$M^yeiah9iback by<Mn Frbzcfrj'Au^pi^ 
of fheiSM&itlcal Sku^<^s <tf' the counties of Wexfofd 
andl^ltldow^'luicimtheet/Uence give^ 
tidtnfeuil 41^^1^212 ^before a' Cei^ theHouser^of 

Ooiamons ioT inTefiitigatmg the means for providiiig) 
em^lojfAiditt-i forthe Irish poor^ be' gave it>as hisi &ii 
oided'o^«n!thatthis oodd be best^efiectedl h^ mh^ 
pvotiDg'tbdikkids on ti!ie sea-coast^ and tumiiig the 
aritt^^dni^f^jthose resident in the neighbdMiiioodtoi 
thBi^xilm^iitof th^'fisheries; and to^I^b th^'tbe' 
lt6islatur&a(ndlaxid4iolders both inGiea^^Britaitl bid 
iMltod^h^U cooperate. Every 'fencoci^agemeiil^ 
steiuldlM^^Qeffdrded to build Tillages Trh^e\^i^ a gobA 
fishing^stertioii eoutd be fonnd, and( to ^m^b^oye^thei 
h$$bo«(%pia^der to protect the fives^ and^propi^rtibsr 
(^thci^fidifeiiKieil TwoActsofPaiiis^ftkiitMat^tMsN^^ 
bebliiy^lasl»A, by whibh^bounties hMeh^wgmiiiitdn^ 
thefish^rn^eD) aBooacd of Commissioners haislbe^n ds-^ 
tablisiv^ fortheimprov^2ientc»ftht^£^ andftmdi^ 
pMTfidMliforiassiirtidg'iti Ut^^^itn^tm of harbotir^'to 
thteamduhtof onehalf the' stkih requited ft* tteir dtec- 
ti<m.- Ih foitheranceof this- grand object, Mr. Nim^ 
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mo, the fiogineer, mm mpf ^ k M A hf «ki Jbrni 
tenant to mdfie^genemi^mr^ xsHtm^mmttf^^i^kit^ 
land, to report the stato otfk^hs^bmm^mt platfii^ 
flheiter ahpgtteco<rt^tlteli><ft trf i M » >gLi « <ittfa^ 
fiihiiig stilioi»/aisAtiieiiiMthM6<bMi^^ 
eati6n betwew tiir piinc^tertoBm^'S^^ 
the cOttfittry, tin-oagh the iiioimteiiiftii»'<iii*ih t(i^%Mii> 
w^ imdetiriMMlf 1h»t it ^ppmmr'^pmut^^ 
httboursfor fishing veasdr at^ftht^ MlimiMlfiii frdife 
each otiker dmig the whole coait>at m va yt i h iai Brai e 
6KpenM<^ The ad? amtegee tMiiiAt mint «»Ut» «0t 

* It is a melancholjr fact that from Sligo Bqj to the Looffh of 
Belfast, and from thence to Wateribrd harbour, an extSlV of 
CMBt Httfo less tl^eii ftro^htittlr^ ttiiti^ tii^yLr#%itjiidieMl 
only De^yi. the iiiOeeho&BdfiisI^ ^»iiii»liapioimri]kli%i| 
which yessels can find pertain protection in t^pestaqus wea- 
ther ; and besides these porta along the same extensire coast 
there is no place of shelter for Atibhig ve^^k'H^^^MUSili 
dnnenBkMM to pioeeed «lanydtstiMi8e»ieti)ei||iiii4||gittulii^ 
except Straagfo^d and Ci^lingfprd. ^uf !#«' i^'Hfj^^PSTlf^ 
Belfast there is not a single harbour/ and vet such is tne pro- 
pendtjr of the inhabitants to sea affabil^^'^li&T itl'^r^fj^mai 
creek or iidet, where tiiere was iL cAaik^t^f UilliAr, lir. tiBUHttm 
bund beats of efeqf ^scri|itto|i^ ixi909|i|(^)tlM ^t^ HffH^ 
of coast from Belfast to Carlingford, a distance of forty miles, 
without a single artificial harbour, there are above six Hundred 
fishing vessdb, one <iiird of which lire de<ikM«l>l'lllKkdlddMl^ 
employmg more than three, ihae^aod^^ea. T<> f^fUMMH^Vi 
then, might our ^^sheries be carried,, were tbe^hole.dt our, ooast 
provided with safe harbours for all descriptions of nshing ves- 
sels. If this were die ease, numbers of ihe peot>le in ^e iMe^' 
rior would be attracted to settle and osloMui th^liloaslii^ |m4 
at least a fifth of o|]jr pi)pnla|tionJWo^ld fin^ amp^pmf)Io](ment 
in the taking and curing of fisb^ i^id the various trades con- 
nected therewith. 
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<M#.ta.4be;firitoMB }m^t^lk^,0^ml toM? of this 
i >a« Ulii8 V%to>ipgi|p ^ bar- 



loUdii tImjMtfmmoi tboi iiiipAil.aitStaam^^ us has 
hmi «i llietgeMml hubito ^ sod^yr^which is 
^iihii^y . tdiaoai.. io.tiie . ^mm^ the food^ the ha- 
,lMlpiDM» voA.im nmawniftnte. of the peopl^.— 
lir« iWaHMT .tfaM d^iibw the various articles 
^ d buim jg- im .we .wiOQgit the ancient Irish, 
Tlm/Ttms, or tiowisers was made of weft with 
▼ariotts ecdoura running on it in stripes or divi- 
sions. , It covered the ancles, legs, and thighs, rising 
<<a hif^MMMm .bins, and fitting close to the lioibs. 
/Sbif. 04ta wi* a kkui df alnrt made of tim wool- 
len stuff plaided, or Huen dyed yellow^ which was 
optA.ia front* and fell so far below the waist as to ad* 
iMitiaf. bmiii^oceaainoally fi^ded about the body, 
am! matde ikst by a girdle . round the loins. The 
-K^W^iww t^e upper garment which reached to the 
, asiddle ^ tim thigh* and had a large hanging col- 
lar 6r faoi6d of different colours : it was fringed with 
a border like shagged hair, and being brought over 
tha 'Shoulders, was fastened on the breast by a clasp^ 
a'fmokle,oralMroacb, of gold, silver, or some inferior 
metal. The Fiiiead was a kind of mantle which 
bmng thrown on the shoulders spread over the whole 
body. The nuindes of the inferior classes were 
mad6 of firize ci a dark colour^ with a fringed or 
flagged border sown down the edges ; but those oif 

2 a 
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the higher ranks.wete often ttadef ^^the fkisst 6^ 
cloth, bordered i/rithafotisen «* vfooikAt^Qfie. On 
the head, the Bapreul^ A.ioiod cf 'iaoiMd«dL«ap/ not 
unlike thatf io/ <2ttr.prcaeikt'gMficulieM^iifas<geiierldly 
wori)^ thougli in^Obnpangfat Ifae dieii^jAir^ai^'iige^, 
iiad no other covcmg*fortfitt heildrth&kiJtbe^hood of 
the Coclmh batened under tbe clUti' bjr:a sttk^cr 
t:la8p^ The feet v^e dorere4 by tbe Br^^or^^migiie, 
made of half tadn^ leatheir> <md.eotl8iatedtbf a sngle 
^ole level from foe to beel^ tiod fastetfod ' to the 
foot by means of a latfihet oat tbongi ^Th^y ohe- 
liahed the beard with peculiar caie, ^usd.tlief took ak- 
traordinary pride iu the bair* of theii headsj ndiich 
they threw back ttom tbe jorebeady mui'^attonied to 
flow abi(^ut the neck k wbat tbujr 4afed tsibms^ or 
glibhs* * • .... ^j ,i:*7ii jc^.r 

The dress of the females diifeftnl jittktjdOilft fliobof 
the me]», except that their mantles TV)er^>hii9ai'y and 
worn over along^ gOwn or kirtld*. Tte>im3tiamed 
woq^en went bareheaded^ wUh^hetehairicilbe^lHHig- 
ing down their baek^ or fHleted u|>andiftBt€aiie)l> vtHh 
a bodkin of gald»^ silver or someiruf^tiblr^ctteted^* 

* The Bodkin was also worn m the breast^ as appears irom 
the ibllowing' passage in an ancient Irish nitiimscripVKtAdQklic<e> 
called a^tJpt^view i^ftnsen Fian^ Mm: Chfn^Mahd^'C39M9um:»^ 
'^ Cannan> when he said thip^ waft se^^^ a4 t)^|piblej,onii|s 
'* right hand sat his wife^ and on his left sat his beautiful 
*Maughter, Findalve, so exceedingly fair, that tbe snow driven 
"by the winter storm surpassed not her laimess ; and h^r 
" cbeeks were the colour of the blood of a yotmg <5alf. Her 
" hair hung in curling ringlets^ and her teeth were like pearls. 
'' A spacious veil hung from her lovely head down on her 
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{ix»Brdii]^rto^4]evis^^ .The jEnqirned wore a veil or 

' bsscbi&i ,ii^uMam>}^^ (Kt coarse linen 

aeepsdiogttx^ ^theit citofoaM^a^^iCes. If we can give ere? 
d^to'OiiriAiioplisiB'the higbarimnks were clothed in 
«^^tve7qple»dqr>of fmteizi;iiiagiiifi(ience, and some of 
plW€|4pittitiIritfit>i8toii0s vie witiithe oriental talesf 

^^qiBkh aoiii^ediilie day^ of onr childhood in their 
4^H0N|)tH>QS^6f tbe gtild; *$ilver^ and precjipus stones 
lirbirbgUtbeitedon ib!e|>er8on^^ or decorated the palar 
ftes <«tf the fHoees Wd nobles of oxnt island. It isnot^ 
iiiidee(t^( Tdbprpl^bl^ that Kings and their households 
ven^oii p«tiO|U)ar oecdsiotts in some degrep 

'■ qobSonkmbly tctitieit ratok^ for Dr. Warner states, that 
:Biiai|C)Bf(>iromhe' pi^edi^ to Maelmorda King of 
Jimi^ter, u iidi «&fc' tnntitle embroidered with gold 
aad silver, fiinged with lace of great value, and fas- 
4^9 aibftUe'itfsdk! w^h a golden hvitton. 
.ncybff^Rilgiwh^ $d6n? after ^heiiT arrival, made strenu- 
)0mf@ffarts^t6 'induce the Irish to adopt their modes of 

-dan^^Hlii«h.amofig3t'the gentry atthattime consist- 
letpt <li^4a*Jtiifen) shirty a vest or tunic vtrith or without 
?sk^fM>^fiigLclQiB)to the'bodjr^and desce^i^pg half 
w%y down the th;gh; a girdle round the waist in 
•^MOT^T^f^lSftf^ wafl|fixed.5 shprt trowsera extend- 
iag^itiiftvkii^e^ -a ck>ak ftpsteised on the right shpul- 
dbt'by'^ii'Btftifon; Wodden shoes, and hose or stock- 

'Mencate body, and the veil was boun^ by a Golden Bodkin'* 
-Bven at thTs day the female peasajits in many parts of Ireland 
collect th^if liair at top, and twisting it several times, make it 
Ukt Witfi' a bodfkin. 
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tb" "buy ku'cK riioiam^' 'if '-^i^ts 'W^i'kiiam 
■judl^' sufficient"'tB t6m''iomkW^'^''^te^^Sm 
to the Itings 'bf Ireland-'iM iftliiA "bPIK^ft^ 
' fiege men, AatiVes ■ofthe' krnga^iri!''^llftit'^Hi»^ttb- 
vice was so far from' teg "sifet;^s^,4lfet'''»6h 
the' contrary-, we find';iVttie fel^ 'M Emii6lin. 
MISngMi s'ettlera became s'o'AttacKgff^^'*^ 
■aria mariners' of the Irish, 'tlik ft' 'Wa^f' fb^ai?(><B*- 
'ce&arjr'to |)f6hibit' ik adoptron' ^e^^Wff^se- 
vei^ '^tfenalttes. Laws of a a&ilUj!r^'5f^lift'H»%ie 
'^habteairi the Uigta of Heriiy''^l''anfe[l&**SfS*l¥. 
• iy ^^icHHt wks declared that'any'Eti^llifi^^eJil'- 
'!n^'li*tJeard'8ii6ttlclbe takeri fbf JifalrShfea^h^^Qie^at 
^'afi/tl^T^btt ibildd i'obbing by' dd^ or^ it^M 'iKi^Be 
'kffl^a,iiiaaik 'hfe had a faithful Wan' k^'wUlpslii^hi 
'"tefa'gHfeti' 'a^^l^^^Mhl'-afl'' tK*^ Tnahte^^ 
" >Wt!ifti^«ife'Eag!iah'^a6, 'w^e brdei^'ti^^aafsll. 
^^ likd-^li^hma^V to iv^i* mdi niiemn ^Tfti- %he 
' firil^feh'miifAi*; ^ea» ^^arice/'aM^tBk^^fii^ih 
^ ^urfaam"6y^ari«J'!to thb' ^^ ef Jfenry"Vil;" ^ "ifict 
"Was j^as^ii otdieHng the Lords df Ireliaiid^tia app^t in 
tliesdriie jiarliamerit robes as those ^ Ehgland^' under 
"the penalty of a hundred shillings. 

Xuxury in dress appears fo haye advanced greatly 
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bpthr fe.JBpg^^nd J«jj^I?;^|aq4,4pru|g |the reign of Ed- 

^^w^<^msffm. fasb^ws ,9^.,tN ,PA^pt^-i Tfai? v^- 

^O^^-mmWrn^W^ *^,.>Hr^W?pJ^ ^^^^ weak 

^«?4 ^¥»^4i *WPf^Pr IUplw:<l ill. ajid.wa^ exhi- 

l^te^fti%.pj>i;tj5^qigip^^ hoods embroi- 

d(ff^r,:]fyjithr^q<^sq.i^. iJgures^ trowsers or drawers 

F9»fjlffugjpiijy Jtp. tUe loiddle pf the thigh, l^ose of a 

^6fBsff^tf^ff^louif,.(;fV^ shoes of 

^cl^f§i|erigJ^h,;thattoeftable the wearer to walk, they 

WfT^iiTO^ fi^t tQ chains of gold or silver hanging 

Jjp^l(i.]tlp(Bolp»e^.. Th&lqng beard was, also again in- 

^P^iW^§^^}f^ jbadbpen laid aside sinc^ the Norman 

jQo]^q,^^stj.,iTl?^iivbj^thrqn in Ireland appear jto have 

Jlift^nj^^tfid Jyr IJ^ same spirit, for during the reign 

♦f ^fpi^f^yiJ^,, w? find that our nobles were frequent- 

ly^tiafe^jipk <*l><fe;Of gold, silks. ^4, ^flfefa§. In 

r.^i*5aEaJ(?}4»a#s<it,isrecpr(ted tl^atin 1 4J99 jTplm Sa- 

v%8^sWh(9iJl^f^d^beeii Mayor of Dublifl, bequeathed to 

. jtl^fQ^^^b^^ ql Qhrist Church two vesljuf^ts q£ pur- 

.plp^iO?jve(if.iy^i^»cqp^ ofthejsjame; op^that, ;f» ^i506 

5|Qf»?^.Eairl,pf^iW»i:e a^gde an.offeiwg:V^ t^ church 

4)fi^ v€(^^i]Wnti$,0f cjojth of gQld,ap4, toffy. .Hol- 

Illig^l^ give^qs.aQOthpr; Brpot of, J;he, expensive 

. mod^Q^ of' Irving. jmckilged hy th^ Irish, nobj^es of this 

period j for when theCastle of Maynooth was taken 

by Sir William Br^reton in 1634, he tells us that 

** great and rich was the spoil, such store of beds, so 

many goodlie hangings, so rich a wardrobe, such 
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brave furidtiir?, ^jtni^fi.^,iv|^4f€)9^^ 

hold s^Se Bx4 ^teRflii^^]|,^ijft,,5)f, tHfWfi*J#. ^^» 

house? lo^pder the 5?rpp(«^f;i^<j^^ .i.,i./.,m • -.(^ 

Heniy yjLII. m l^^^ji99u^f),^8w«ei>|9gipn)el^ 
tion. against the 4^es^ : ^ fe9|?M>ii»,q^,J#^ I^W^- 
jects, ",in order tjhat ,ii^p»iglit 'w4^<^tiimm,i»AM^ 
fbrmitie, coiicordaac^^ B^^Jja^\ap,^e^r{^^ t^MStUgg* 
tongue, in manners^ or4er, a,n(la^af€A.YrfM;^. Jtbe^xitia/ 
bfi civil people'' For thift jwpp^e tej ,i#^ct^ 9^ 
Act of Parliament to be pf^e<[l>^ j(if;9|^f(^ 
wearing of long locks ca|Ied.jy/i^^,, (Of. }i^l % 

upper lip named crqmmeof^ ^d^t.fcff^flxi^^ff^il^OMT 
ing of mantles or any g;ari«(ent..4jre|d.|i(i|j^5^^ 

made after thq Irish fa^^hiQnjwd^; cfiteU^J)^^^ 
The mantles and glibbs lyere peci^lji^oliy^c^f^fih)^ 
rence to the English, TJI^e^fQifi?jp|r ^^fv^us^^^- 
quently by the Irish to conceal tj)«ir jsk^aifia.s^^ g^fC 
weapons, and l)oth are called, by ^n^9f;^^t%n»<|^ 
for a thief!" , But Ij^^s regula^qgth^, fpodi^he.dreqs, 
or ^hemannejrs of ,a people, .apji vhic|^ aj^p^,; jlp h^Yp 
their foundation i|i w arbitrary ^c^prifif! f;^h<V tljf^p ie 
tl^ereasoapf things, ftj^igeR^^ 
in the ej^ecution ^ wis^ gov)Byn^e^^^y^e,(t^i^#i(^ 
waj^sleftthesem^^ the dJT^C^QPff ^|l^^,t«^ 

ijig to cfraw the peopl(^ from p^rnioipjw? .c^to^ ^'^^^ 
by^ a prudent j^qlic^ thaj[i by penjal en(ictf^9t^r, iJ^k'^ 
the Act of Henry^^yi^J, pr;o4uqecJ JittlQ pi^d; is.j^^- 
dept^romthe description y\^hi9)ti^,Q^p?sc|^,giK^s^^,c^ 
the retinue that attended O'Nial to the court of 
IgJiiMbeth in. i^§2, oj^tdwhieh also ^ves^ «!s setne In- 
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ftfiHtiiiatftu^lt^^^^iiG^^ M'lflili^ki^^dbit dH^fh'e period. 
*<m a^|»Jatfediit (iJ6n«"*rith1ig "giikk df gkflogiachs 
« baie-headed, aito*?v>rfh%dta^;''tyy''fcair flow- 
**'lttg'-'tefllBaJi'^'<Sfi'^tfi^i"^gtf(Kifefetsf oft- which' were 
«^'y«lH^lsJ*i)iic^'^y'd<i 'Vittf-'siteoto, With 'long 
^'islB^v^i/Sftiiit^ddkfe, '^d'lttfiMfijfti;kefs> 'at which 
**'rmm^ sl^ht thfef-lL'o(fti*)fi(eife matVelfed much." 

^ ^it'-maiaknthiiiitiV 6f the kign of James I. 
lifor>!4teh'«rt<:a*i»'ii^/fhtt '^though English and 
*h* Bftj^iSft^'trfSh/ fot'lhfe ttiosi part, were attired in 
tK&'Ei%tl£3i^ianhe^,'ydt that th6 latter were inaon^ 
metiit^'^iM^' '^th IHsh' rudeness. The mere 
l^t^'W^fafl^ sloV^fy and 'naked; lodging'- in' the 
s^^f^y^b^^'it'hidy be called a house), wk^ t^eir 
bi^^s^-^ lltelr l^httenien or lords of coantle;| wore 
iS6i^ ^«^ee^'^'an)3' :3t6cli±0gs of th^ Wme' piece df 
tWfli? «i^ loiJiife '<ibat, ^d a doak or three cbmereii 
i^^ile'df <65^e fight stuff, and their linen was coarse 
HM-^y'^lfy' Their Vi^lVes went attfa-ed ina '^u'ftisli 
gbWii^' fSstehed ^t the breast by a: 'claspj' wiih'a 
i^ti^^aQd'lUdn stilt moit sluttish, and 'thieir tieald's 
T^^ere'eiitfei^af kfter ttie Turkisli mahuer,' wit^ maaiy 
etet^linetf."* The accuracy of Mbrrysdii's repre^- 
failiM RA^i "hbwever, beeft qafestittoed, pardcularlylis 
it kid^t^'lfiB ikit ^ex, for lS^eA,"a''wnter'clf t^e 
19&M6' period;' staties thkt' ** they •-'wore their hair 
;btaitM iia cuiioas irianter, han^ng down t^eu- bacTcs 

* ■^^}fke»b ithoketo ,wei« of t«#ted ^heeade, the' cMtl» hiring 
interwoTOi in them, or interlaced with each other. 
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and shoulders fixmi under folded wreafthee (Kf fine 
linen, rolled about their heads, and that their necfcs 
were hong with chains and carkawt% tiMJr ansa 
wreathed with many bracelets, and over their «de 
garments the shag^ n;^^ maatles^ purAsd . «itk a 
deep fringe of divers colours." The euKfona of Ihe 
civil power, however, in this raigs, eftdsd a «0d- 
siderable change in the artide of.diass^whUi4irs8, 
afterwards extended by the inAiienoa' of fiiahinai 
The circuits of the judges were -not nosr aaaliaid 
within the narrow limits of the Pafe, b«t exiaftdad 
through the whole kingdom, and tiie Lord THp^tf 
Chichester in 1615, directed that aH sh^riO^ ji» 
ticesof peace, jurors, and other oftotts of JMliM^ 
and freeholders,' should attend all fiessltaa".jaMl 
Sitting Terms, wearing English attare'^Ml wf^nmHj 
and that all who appeared atthem in mariiha, or 
robes, or wearing glibbs, should bepuniabadby fine 
and imjNrisonment. 

The abolition of the Brehon laws, and tli^.aet* 
tlement of English colonists in various partu^ of 
the country, had also a powerful infltienes' ontfas 
minds of the natives, who 'witnesmig 4he> 
industry, the personal neatness, and the* 
comforts of the strangers, were ledt to 'SOfitate 
their example, and many of (hem * esohasiged a 
blind attachment to ancient customs for die sob*- 
stantial comforts and conveniencies of life. . 1(*he 
Irish gentry now very generally adopted the English 
fashions^ and begin to figure in cloaks, rufllsi, and 
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bdlMin t^OkAM, jMlcp'wtekiBgs.tiigMi kaUto m^. 

in i|ti»<iiu<|fr|i««4rithe'iM9»M>66hi^ Mi4 #»«. 
ti(MMl <ildhiilo(ftos jNi^TCgtrdiitaA«0«f«Qei^ 9o 

4E«« aftCttiki9ii|(Ii,frilalie4jttotrvtd^ 

come into use about this period. ^mWii^tt^M^ib 
beihadipimiof,tliiitiag«r>i|kUs pfisa|i««9illim8Hil^'ii^ 
atUo lcipdiQf(,9i)kr ofi i^.^<ttpi.Mlu^4lciWt<lt<y«^#^«S(^ 

«ariv«to<]u«te<14fi^ }9i^iMBft9t})y«Hfi, J^u^Iy^MlJ(jffii¥l 
d0taii|iol)ikp#eAr 4«>liavf>>be$»k.«pn%ffl <9 ^M^ 

tM«rt4lf babniLiftttbliayMhia ItfS&rAMaMxkuoaUMt 

' * The first person who wore a wig in Englana, was Saxton^ 
fool to Henry Vm. Th^ first m-Inefend was altfr. Bdmnnd 
CDwffiKi who had lo^t his estate hf oppofiong CromwelL'a 
forces. He was vulgarly deaaomimted Edmund of t^e Wig. 

2b 
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tradesmdn's wifies worn not only sittc gonras^ bot 
hoods and sMife of tlie mtne'materials, and iireqaeiit- 
fy' two or thi^ luUc patticoate* 1^. Walker ex^ 
hibits a contrast to the female idfess df l^s period 
in the person 'of a Mrs. I^birev'wboH^ttd nbftr Wa- 
terford : ahe was a lady of cM^Menfrt^le foitane^and 
lineally descaided from the S^tigs <»f Monster.-^ 
Proud of har ebuntry and deswiic^ ah# Mwaya lipoke 
the Irisfaiangnage, and afiected the^ress andmannerB 
of the ancient Irish. Th^ border bf her e6if was of 
the finest !&*us»eb lace; hcaf kerehief of^i^ mus'Gii ; 
her jacket of the finest brown doth/ triinmed with 
narrow gold lace ; the sleeves of crin^on velvet strip- 
ed with the same ;' and' her petticoat w^s 6f 'the^fineiM 
scarlet cloth^ bordered with two ton^a of 'gt»ld Itee. 
She was vulgarly <^blled the Qu^w bf Crtdan. * 

The reign of Amie was proMe in 'ne#; faEshidns ; 
the ladies appeared in short jackets of Spanish cloth 
fastened on the breast with ribbands/ hoops of im- 
mense circumference) high' pe^ed stays, shoes of 
red or blue Spanish leather laced with gold, stockings 
of blue 'or scarlet worsted or - silk; omameorted with 
clocks worked with goldlor sitverthread, andtheirnecks 
were adorned with black cdllars tied with ribbands. 
On the head they wore hoods of divers icolours, and 
beaver hats trisimed' with broad gold and sihrer lace, 
and a buckle in front, (^old or silver laced coats and 
waistcoats, the former with long skirts and slash- 
ed sleeves, cravats edged with Flmdem lane^ i hose 
similar to those of the ladies, ' broad Sijoare-toed 
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dwes made iut with small bueklesi and oioilstr^xu 
pemwig^ surmouDted by a aniAU hat» formed at the 
siune time the costume of: the geiitlemeti« Sinoe 
Qiat penod the sap^rior classes in Ireland hai^e con<* 
tmoed fto^ fettowi the. ever* varying fashions of the 
ne^hbourifeg satioDs^ while little cbai^ge is observa* 
ble m the* dress of the peasaiifary* 

By agradiitkni equally slow have our counitryaiaii 
advanced in those* other particulars which mark ci* 
vSi^ed society *, fisr never were there greater imfiedi* 
ments opposed to the refinement of any peo^ile^ Sir 
John JDavis remarks truly, that Ireland was not en« 
tirely brought under obedience to the Englbh crown 
tiU,^e reign of Ja^iira I. the country was conseq^uent- 
ly a*the»tge of constant warfare between the English 
govemiiieni'and the native princes $ nor were the 
Engihh hjf hirtk and. the English by blood lass op- 
posed, jto. e^ other. From the arrival of. Henry If. 
tO'thfi »ign ofS&Mbeth, the country had not eiijoy** 
ed sejf^n yeai^ of tranqoUlity at any one perio^i-- 
tti^re w«£( consequently no security for either Ufe of 
pf1giperty« The improvements which the wperiM 
wenlflfeMaiduQdustry of the invaders might have effect^ 
e4>W8i^i^Wterftcted by theinsatiaUe cupidity of each 
siiiQi(^e9g!|V<( colony of adventarers^and thenuconqtier^ 
b)e. iflipetieftce of the natives under a foreign y<^e. 
Q)}fi!)g(>thi8 long period^ the Irish were in possessioni 
of the greater part of the open country (except 
wUbin ^the Pale) while the English were forced to 
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shut themselves up- in their wklled to^^nfe dti the sea- 
coast, or erect castles for tti^ (deffeode of fhlSi'^bfi- 
quests wherever their anns' could ekfeHfafdi'^^A irk^ 
for the erection of churches^ monififelgri^^' and 
castles, prevailed at this time tfarougUout^' Eu« 
rope, and while private houses, except'' ^e man- 
sions of the great, continued tobemettti isdificesof 
wood with windows of thin cloth oi^Mttice^ Itotayestic 
edifices were erected for the worship '6fth6 I>eity^ br 
as places of defence in times of feudal anah^hrjr ; and 
it is probable that with these exceptions few stone 
houses were erected in this countrjr iM within the last 
two centuries. 

In a state of society where property washeldb; such 
a slender tenure, it could not be expected that the arts^ 
except those of the first neces8itjr,'would be attoided 
to. Until the founding of Trinity Ooltege in 1591, 
literature, which after the introduction of the art of 
making paperin the eleventht^ntury, began to make 
some progress in other countries of Europe^ was near- 
ly banished fromanisland where it had formerly shone 
with so much brilliancy. The state of rdigious 
feeling must at this time have been exceedingly low^ 
for it scarcely calls forth a passing remark from the 
historian, and the manners of the natives appear to 
have . undergone but littie improvement from the 
twelfth to the seventeenth century. 

Even! in the reign of Elizabeth there were few im- 
portant cities or towns in Ireland. HoUingshed 
gives an enumeration of them without any regard to 
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mokM priority^ (which will be found in the subse* 
quentnote,^).and of Diiblin, Waterford/Limerick^ 
Cork) Drofhei^ Ross, Kilkenny, and Thomastown, 
he gives fipni^ description. The drcuit of our me- 
tropolis at that period little exceeded an Irish mile, 
and thestr^ts, which it contained were but twenty- 
threes Itp^Sisessed fifteen churches, and appeared 
to eqyoy at. that time considerable prosperity ; for 
Hollingshed hiighly eulogizes its municipal govern-: 
ment, with the pharitable and hospitable dispositions 
of the citizens. ** What," he says, " should I here 
speak of their charitable almes, dailie and hourlie 
extended to the needie. The poore prisoners both 
of the tlewgate and the Castell, with three or four 
ho6pitalls, are chieflie, if not onlie relieved by the 
citizens* Furthermore, there are so manie extraordi- 
naria be^ars that dailie swarm there, so charitablie 



*IM ULSTBB. 


Oagbter Anle, 


Knoelofer, 


Lougbriagh, 


Drogiieda, 


Kaas, 


Ro«e, 


Clare. 


Canrlgfaigus, 


Clane, 


Clonmelle, 


Toame, 


Dowoe, 


Ifainootb, 


Weisefoid, 


Sligaghe, 


Armagh, 


Kiloocke, 


Femes, 


Roswcomman, 


Ai^h, 


RathaingaD, 


Fiddeid, 


Arctiowne, 


Cloagher, 


Kildare, 


Enneaoortie, 




Bfnncigbaiiy 


Ludanne, 


Tatbmon, 


IN MBATIf. 


Doonegaulei 


CasUetownc, 


Wkkloa, 


Trimme, 


KBirig mac Rone, 


Phiilpstowne, 


ArkkMi, 


Dounshagbleene, 


Newrie, 


Mariborougb, 




Ratbloutb, 


Carlingfoid, 


KUeullene, 


IK MUKSTBB. 


Nauanne, 


Aidie, 


Castleroaiten, 


WaterfonJ, 


Abode, 


Doondalke, 


Thistledermot, 


Usmore, 


Serine, 


Louth 


Kilca, 


Doongarvan, 


Taraugb, 




Atbie, 


liogbm, 


Kemles, 


IN liSIMSTBB. 


CatherUugb, 


Corke, 


Doonboine, 


BubUn, 


Leigbelen, 


Limerick, 


Greenocke, 


Bulnidrie. 


Gawranoe, 


Kllmallocke. 


Duleeke, 


Luske, 


Tbomastowne, 




Mulingare, 


Swords, 


EniesUocbey 


IN CONNAOOHT. 


Fowre, 


Tasba^gaid, 


Casbelle, 


Aloane, 


Loughscuder, 


LlOM, 


Callafiiie, 


Galuoie, 




Newcastle, 


Kilkennie, 


Anrie, 


MoUagagb, 


Ratbooule, 






Deluinoe. 
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succored, as that they make the wh(^ citie in etkct 
their hospital. The great expenses of the citiflen» 
may probablie be'gathered by the woortUe and fair- 
like markets, weeklie on Wednesdaie and Fridsue 
kept in Dublin. Their shambles b so well stored 
with meat, and their market with corne^ as not onlie 
in Ireland, but also in other countries you shall not 
see anie one shambles or anieone market abetter fur* 
nished with the one or the other thaAt>ubhn is.'' He 
describes Waterford as being properly builded and 
very compact, its citiztos abounding in wealth in 
conseqhence of its foreign trade ; and he says . that 
they distilled the best aqua viia^, and s^i^n the 
choicest rug in Ireland. He states that the buildinjg 
ofliimerick' was sumptuous and substantial> and 
tfaatOork was happily planted on the sea. but so 
much infested by evil neighbours, the Irish bi:(t4aws^ 
that they were forced to shut their gates at Ch^ph 
and meal times, nor suffer auy stranger to enter their 
city with his weapon. Drogheda was accounted^ the 
best town in Ireland/ and little inferior to some of 
the cities— Boss had fallen from its ancient grea£- 
ness^^-Kilkenny was considered ttie best upland tovy;n 
in the kingdom ; but Wexford was of little note ex- 
cept as the ^ first fortress and h arbour of the !£nR^ish 
conqtre^or^*. ^ -^ • 

• Itt these places and generally within the Fale. 
Engiisft inanners prevailed, and the inhabitants were 
cofa^equerifly objects of hatred and contempt to the 
natives, who denominated them jiohdeagh Galteagti 
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or Bobdeagh Saxanegk^ that is English Churls, or 
Saxon Churls, In the account which Holfingshed 
has left lis of the chaiactelr and inanners of the 
there Irish, tiUBre is probably considerable accuracy^ 
though mixed with some exaggeration of their vices, 
for he allows that they ako possessed niany vir*- 
taes. lie ' describes them to be ^^ fianke, amorous, 
ireful, sufierable of infinite pains, vain glorious, 
manie iorcaieis, eiccellent horsemen, defigfate^ with 
wars, great almes-givers, passing in hospitsditie. 
The lewder soit are sensual and over loose in living ; 
but the'same, when vertuouslie bred up or cefiMtmed, 
are such tairroro of holinesse and smsteritie that other 
nations retain but a shadow of devotioa incdinptti* 
don of them* As for abstin^iee and festing, it is to 
them a familiar kind of chastisement* Greedie of 
praise tliey be and feaaful of dishonour ; and to this 
and they esteeme tiieir poets, who write bii^learn- 
edlie, and pen their sonnets heroicall, for whiqh they 
are bountifullie rewarded. The m^n are clean of 
«kin and hew, of stature tall. The women aret well 
favoured, clean coloured, fair handed, big and large. 
Buffered 6om their infancie to grow at will, nothing 
curious of Iheir feature and proportion of >bodie« Tte 
infants of the meaner sort mre neither swaddled nor 
lapped in linen, but folded up starke snaked ma 
blanket till they can go. They love tenderiie their 
foster children, and bequeath to them a tMdts por- 
tion, whemhy they nourish sure JInendship, and 
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and-hefite kmc^<xritirt<iktmaaiiaa4 lAifl8hPiP^M*ir > 

^iteiluge-qiktuitftitoof llMb«v^itiiiaiHi 1we«d^tMifi«^ii 
. tHtee occHimik ^inMgedMb iicopiMii <Mti4||U%t«fi 
oj^MV tike. 'Ho mest /llMy (ihikittiiia}lMftti«*> 
pMce^ imd ihw fiMer the betteil iOiae,ogJdui>4flhWiitii 
houMhtild demanded of tisKlUiiwo i»MUibr</bebfe. 
wawlMtfer. than poikeP •Tlut:(qiMlh'(M«tb(l^'il(i 
.a» intiaieat a.question, a».<to ^uk^ '^htttu^iiitem^'iBxti 
baltwibaaOnale." WhennobkiklebiWilMMllktft 
tewMli anaick a feailt, wliicb wai»«iiii«dcCMMMi^;Hi) 
thl^ fi>llo:vf«ni,titinnoiin^ bihda, iud'haipitfsl'Boclfaidif 
toc'ik luid Mftertamed the gu«at«i'Wl<i' iiiiMil^;<^«it^ 
irtteiti thft haiper twangelh or aagMh iioiJMil'^ii^ 
thotcMBtMnle must be whist, or ^be iir)dliiiAllf)ilMt 
a cutpune,"by>nM»oa'htt ImxtMei^ U laatitmiM^ 
luMUkfpAM.. i£«eiy aioblesian 'hiis%til^4tfll!P4^ 
biihif«|h>'iyb:lord asleep with tales irab^^tiiii5lM«J 
loftu <. iWitbeufc eiHier precepts or 'i«tw«trV|MKiii0i 
ofibbdgruitie^ ^thej-.epeak Latin <^lilfi» k^niipk^limU 
fjfmisKi M«ned,'ia their conuum scfaaot»ioli«ia<iiwi I 
cnUtuiad .Jwi^i wbaieM they; h^giii «bittbei^U8l 
hcM wMKiam^qk tvi»dey«ai«,«dotiiai; li^wiil»4hc^ 
apherisMa Af Hippocntee, and'theidviLtinatiiii^ 
■withiAi^. otfair {i(M«g8'oC<those feeaitwbioQlhesr 
lfV9BcN,ttbe^ hata>liableiit»<«i«iin9^liBfUA^/itiM*f9 
arflet -J ti0/ caatomn of i tiie. «o«iiltoe~ deteraiiaaaaMb 
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received among thek i^^b«rf!rT^Q(ilbini^ 
nie or (mqpasse^ aUia arwMdiad hy.itovi^pifml&m (ex- 
eqA#le.8r^dg»alf paitieftfieek rMefig$i)/and tiie time^ 
thfiy iMff^lo/qpaire fiMmii<a|HHlii«9 loid^fiD^idiiig^ tbey 
lightlie^beitaiv^io parlib^/aboikt ^ttfcduniatt^rs^ The 
Breig^Mfii/4« tbcj'^l tbis kM of lawyer) aittoth 
oa ai liMk^^Aha' loids/Mttl gentleiiien at ^ariattee 
TQUfiMitflboytLibto^'^ttd Itosi ^tbey proe^. To so^ 
aiiflLapfAiliMMr eMmiJls-tibey d^rai it none 4i0hmff, 
sfir Mfilltmsfr^mfMMitOiiSOovier the^^ lodse, but etven 
to '4semii jtkg)|ii^4iie Mk^ ' lume. Bat .if aesgbbon 
aad(6yaiite«Qiifitti«i«.Iiui:t«k^ to padk»)n(€iiie attir^i 
tlMMvMQb^Ml^MiA^^^ ^y ^he Bi»igbaB albKft-»' 
(nMQrqItfmDiif. abd r^veranoe fqmi^ atl<Ii T^iim 

8fMin;)g»<ttmr Atfwi^ns^ whatever outarftge they i^1»^ 
te4Jl9ifMMHttn»^Mide0.th«m« The Ukefafqwa^M/ 
thej5itttw^|0<ibw(pfi^#nd]^ i 

bMAtrakifWsdfegraMw^cMl -all were oiMgi^ txH9%.iimi. 
iWiMfciyviitfWcer &fi^beae several daasestHolUAg^ 
sbolgiaj^Mtieaetv^ ihttcaofona de8orit>tioii&: ^^^hXhe 
baiM|«>ll)aiMo»)aieiQiaro Uttie|s^ (a^ont^ 

.JMMiitsitteto ar^ lackiesiaod ase aer^iaoeahkiito Aba 
grmmfmei^ ^amsbaw^ w}io v^/a degvaa/ ahBoro the 
DditKlilfev0^rth<» third d^M^ia; 0i4 iSWMw^ arik^ 
is aa ordiMlWJSoiiUiQr^.usiqgic^ 
aiWNtiaulabwseti Jmd ^utmlbatB^haM pe^ce, iMQBg 
eonmcMdie ab good markemen as they wilt come 

2 c 
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Within asdore'of'^ great"^^^': ^'Kerii^ i^tm^ 
(as' noWemeabf \^pe ^i^^gtofeftt'iHforteid'niey'k 
siiovv-Wof hell^ becadte iii^'Wetak^ii "{& tob%tt(» 
than rake-helldj 6i'iA6' diVell^blatfk^aitf, by'iteOMlb 
of the starred th^'lcfeifelE>4 i^ri€*eS6i6Vef 'they^Wj i-^lft 
Ybarth degi^l^ i mm^S^he;mti^4iiidiii*'Q([pJ/i- 
hx for his weapoA.' Tteese' ' tii\eb^«»e >^)mi6fAsi^vtiit- 
ward rather by {hto fission' tfikb ti^r^tlfu]^^ gHiar»<tf 
countenance, tall of stature; bi^ olHittr, l>wlkf«f4»4«KU, 
welt and strongly timbered, dtieflylfe^d&f^^Oiiilil^efe, 
porlile, and baiter. The M degree is 'tb -M <<&!> hbtdv- 
mabjtehichisfhe clMest iitext4h«'1oi'a?ttrid*'<»J^ 
teine. These honemen, Wheti (hi^ 't^k itft^'Blfiie 
of their own, gad and range frotit hbaSe'to'bdtta^llike 
arrant Knigbts of the RoUnd TftBle,'M^^(i&y*:)Mi|^ 
dismbunt until! they ride into theMlh i^-^hlUe'^ 
the table. "Riere is among (hit^ a( UfigHtSfiSbiifl^^ 
jtarrowes, that proffer to plaieat-ewdA tiil^lf^yitafe 
Ibh^, and make it their ontie oechipati^f. 'fTti&yoplde 
ic^Sf mantel and all to thebere^kiny «EnH^4yM^tfciii^ 
selves ih straw 6r leaves ; then^ey vt^^hpt^boMd- 
^^isiii ti^'e high-waie, invite tftebi te* ^imh ti^Oidiithfe 
]gr^)^ne, ^hd a^'noiAorethcb coCdp£Ulk)iJii>td.mti^ 
them sport." Ignorance, superstition and vice, «p- 
ponrat.tbis tipe, from the united tes|iinppy 9\<^99c 
tefuapoDai^ limiten, to have oivevspread tho g^sat sums 
bfifecieityih Ireland:'- ■'■''■ • '" " ■• ■ ; «t-.- 
,, 'fhpi chief amusemehtfi 0f ' biir forefathers in" ttie 
Iugb«iririB]»ks'<\^m. hwvttog. aod (Othei;.AAletie<^«i^- 
dses ; which were genersMj'oibltowtedj'Hstftti'pmen^ 
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*tf.>ife»t»B«i^d <mm^^^^A^^f^^f>f^^? of the 

3^ pj^ i^lfi;Uiarper,;^i^ . .to .pql^eQ^the^e e^Jertainr 

k^rtix^i <KrStQjyiTeli6ff, Jb(>.M(l^ has 

$kf]^v^^ib0fMW( e3fte%^<toD^iy Italffs of Kipg9 j»n4 

riiifiMn«M%(jtb»t^A9 ,Ifi|4ltge^tle^^^l had told hiin« 
tlMU^^^I^Biil^pi Jf^i^iWoAS-huptings, he u«ed to be.abroad 
^^t]a|exf»(y|:if}t$t}^/|t^ or four days together, and 
^id^lMW)^]^^'tp^^le^^t nightji he had found more 
t^efArfrciinir.pne Qf tb^se. Tale-tellers thaa aoy^re- 
^W^twHiofjtilie.pl^ysiciaiis could give. . 

Ki fr%jij^ShoP9P:K^ take little notice of. tUe 

]PAO^^yi0tjtiH?re,ic^l^.ao doubts th^tthj^,^^,9j[ie 
^o^^s^ifMt apmsemeots of this eoimtry» pa^ieif- 
lla#(^9«f)^! the ioliirior classes. Mr* O'Hallor^ 
4f)wri^(il^ noder the naxae o^ lUncea^hrfadq^t^ 
J^t^e^JijM wid to ha^vebeonTeceiKed.wi^lf.H oflliif 
Im^iD^aA jCiosalei O'Halloran^ conceives it^o^^y^e 
faeM(lb|^Q<£>$&oe of the Faga&«>Iriah.durix)g t]^ejr. fes- 
tUf(a)^(^?) 4hfi> first of J|ay?i^,and first of jA^ugit^, ?a|,- 
Mi«tj6i?^^M; taqd> JUghm^Qj wjaqn. fires,,, ly^^ 

' ^ llie custom of celebrating the 1st of May is not pteutiar to 
Ireland', i>uVftiliy agrees with the Flotalia oiP ihe tlideaiif Rbi 
imdtii.'' €$^at diy 'i^Rdtte, ttkid' all over JitBly.vjroQDgr 9^4 
sons of both sexes, repaired to the coiifi;l|i;y }^]:>]^|tli^^(,(^p^'^ 
or^er to cut (|f\i^ green boughs^ ^^^p,^ ^^^7 brought hom^ to 
ornament the houses of their ixiends and' matiVes. ^*l1i6y af- 
^iik^Ah ciaileed in the streels; addrhed' iVTthf^ ^rttodit^^ani) 
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I>'i1dftjf']^^iib^t''ii]fa'h4 «(«kg& tbi&tib4lhad<^0fi^seen 

-^ ^Rtrih^l o^'#kld*'Dto«le; 'ih"Whitifa itii^siiftiCMi^sh 
^' ekettii^' iQi^A^yto 4d<:^iir- ftutiBW'dwIiigf o(heir 

' 'tii^cfes, l^(|dtred gt^t dgHhyi' dBdJ3b)H;>«bd>i|ya3 
:' "■ boiteideted ari emblem of war, 'I%)ei iKe(t(^td6«l<AiAaed 

' £>knce of the Gieciansk HuHii^/ «i]|dg«riitegp&c. 

' vrdre among 'their coanlry t^piiryr^ttlitid^ttuimour 

^' displayed itself in vtuiotn Waystat ltb«& ftlir&<«BdMpa- 

" tl-ons, and daring the'Chris(mia£»hofy^y«yit«iti(£ng- 

'^ hxiA, companies of yooug tti^iiu^tiiiki4eiiB^<'tiiUed 

' liittmmers^attraided by radeiaKii§Eckmdi4l«ut stbMM ca- 

''' iWli^g anddafi<»Dg£mml^iiBCf4«fachi«6i£i(!(||«^^ 

'' inerp^'soAtitedsome eelebfai(ed«dnf/>atid'|Nifi>ie the 

''' ddm^'began, stepped oat dftbeditacle tvihii^ Jwislslform- 

' ' I ed,^ attdrdeblared Vi6 feigned Daniey «oiiiit»y,(t|uaiKca- 

-'-''' ^titink, 'imd other -eiTCumstaaces b a Mag >Y>fi>''dijj;greI 

'"' l4]|yttie.*'' 3b this bostom whidhf pMWSedte vdhous 

^"^ -(ibiiDtittst, both of Etffope «&d Astfe^'1h«' Bl^tta is 

-^- k(!tpp(^^ to havte' had ife vnf^i iUlvitiliBte'pasillmes 

''' '- stte in' iMe''ifl muay pitfts of JitAini to i'ttieifkaeat 

'' ■ The ifiveotioii of printing tvhieh ^^tiMi the 

translation and genoul diffusion •of thftiHtfl^vScrip* 

<■<'•' ttir^/andHie RefdrmatiMiof Reli^onwfaidbspee- 

1 l.ijjlfjr followed^ ejected a coctsiderablo teiiliofatioa 

-'1 1tt<^the UKattHotre and dhauesotep- of ith» wfaahitMrfs of 
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'»fbr^BArt»ipr«gB|g?y)t)wbartrthej5>T§^^r^^)aa^^ 
i\i>iUo%ifim^ji^tfis4i^miii9]^ ,tftSlqMtl^. sJ|hi|G^ was 

!y«iOi!»Biaft4tiP.Mwsier, w»d Q'Neill^l Ul^. Pie. lands 

.vy^t^IjegbUfcaJted wffe granted to f^ngUsh £j>ie;hts 

ioo«idlgeilttp«afUyW,igprJi(?j?sof irona 1000 to ,1:^,000 

■aqskt^a-m «i^i^p» .wbj«h were highly ca)i:u}ated 

'^a%>dt«^(^i!^i^li|h'8»d SpqtQh settlei:s to i^;^^ in 

lwi!lbcis»i;^«te ftf. thPi^puntry which had be^ Jjijiiierto 

ii.>j«$dfeftiwnB^'i;» thf> {English govenunent. ., Bat, the 

■miktlf^ys itfsvMsi i^kioh. had bean antieipated, Jaopi^^ this 

oil} 8nic«i;4n}eQt wem fi:u$trated by the 4istcaqt^4,ftate 

Min^gyi^iMfWiltqr'dlPHPig; the greater part of tb^.gfyeu- 

-£oillie»^««^)»«jri,-«^ that the cpni^qeoc^gifpi^^tl^^ po- 

Jaig^aJdregfiftlrfttiwx of Ireland (an (CNrty bfi.ds^;froni 

biioilb« fi«<t^iQa of the Hoqse of Hanovqr to the^l:if one 

si fiic^th^se.-re^lftk?, Since that p^i^tjt.^tie^.pff^^ of 

89in*fi(pQttalfcty«ift pq^nlation, coonaerc^ ^j^ ;?|^«za- 

tnoii^ty^hteaaeetailualor iK6t4fi^i8hiqib/(hf)ug|^fJHP<^. still 

leouuns to be done before Ireland is raised^tj^ that 

oil) iM0il£f«rQiq^y ^wjbioh, <we tmilt )^ Jaf^attned 

'qirfcjr-|ftrWrid8iM»i .. .•::.,:.■; ■.;■:: ;-.a,ij " 

•Mip I'SSa^wawsixt^ mcnm^.t^jim pftPAk^pftunittun 

•JuiiithBllult t)«$i.i}dnfewes|iiCi<iP% e^pit^^ll^ejYffpder, 

!o ..jaBdi^KtatsicNad 'tb« >8ifNWQ$i|tfttiv^if)^YV^ ^i<m po* 
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seventeenth century the inhabitdihb>of^lIl?ilfi^Ki^«(^t8 
coqaputed at only' 70Q,OiW-^ . Puring the/05^^ 
of peace which fattoflvedf .the 'pepnktton was dou- 
bted i^ btitit wa^ agalti 'iSq Wtt6j5 'Wdtibed by t!fe^«^T 
gtrinary civil war of twei^^ty y^aars which succee^ 
the rebdltonof 1641, duritt^ trhtchytTPorm^p'b^ 
lortgingto^e rfj^r^^/^arftVf ravaged-tbecoWlta^^ 
that Sir William Petty reckoned it in 167)|-at^i^ 
1,100^()00> and in 1695 the emim^atio& of Oapte^ 
South made it sixty thousand less. - The popt^ 
tion nearly doubled itself within the next forty years, 
for in 1731 it was estimated at 2,010,221^ In' Ms, 
(fifty-seven years afterwards,) Mr. Bushe coi|ipi^t^4 
it to be 4,040,000; and by the last Oensus- ;wWl^ 
was taken in 1821, the returns were 6i80^lV8»^ 
WtibeHeve, that except the island of MaH;e,n&«®«aR 
in Europe possesses so dense a populatiOED;^ ili^4he 
following countries the number of persons to a squaie 
/nwleis as fpUows : — 



Ireland. ;....; 223 

\ Btigland. ; ..,•...,207 



, .'-/.•/> 

Wales M. *.S^ '^ 

France........ ......144;;,^ 

GenQa9y*«M . v»MVff TT'IU, iOii 

Th«(s Irdand 19 threes times ais jpiopdous as Scothlti^^ 
once and a-half as populous a^ France^-ti^^'Mfice 
as populous as^^OeMj&^y, whfle in' a small proper* 
tiOi^<tt:^;^c.e^thAt.(^^ Jn HtUe more IQiiaa 

a eJ^tjary .the jpopgl^fion of ione c<^unty ( Armi}jEli),%S 
in<^reaised eight-fold, of another (Lduth) six-fbld; and 
that of the metropoUa fiye-l^ld i while th^ihMbi- 
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PBOGBtt^/ OfiijCmMUmoV. 



i»» 









lung's Coanty ldi;088 TallUmore 5,^l7 

Bleatb...,.., 159,183 



??/ 



Westdeath. 128,819 

Wicklow.. ...... • 

TolMofLeiDster, 



Wicklow...... 110,767 

1,757,49« 



Kells 3,618 

Ma^tNw^ogll,. «•»*.«. ^•••; i ;.M77^ 
MuUingar r.... 3,684 

Arklow , 3,808 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 



;:fi08,089 



Tlpperary... ,' 146,896 

^ffpffp^i ¥ \* »> • • » '^ • 1 • * • • Wfi>^^l 






Tralee. . • i . • . 

WmericlTM.*.! _^.^ 

Ctonmd.' .1. ..'.. .1^^^ 



Antrim , 270,883 

Annagh. ..;..... 197,427 

Cavan .196,076 

DoDfl^..,...,,. ^48,970 

Dow|^.^ .3?5,410 

FemifiDagh. . . . . ^ .1 30,997 

Londdiid&ijr..^..-. ..103,899 

MonagbaD ...174,697 



Belfa»t ^..M.* 37,277 

A»nagh;....'....l':A.'.;-..;'Ultt«^ 

Cavnn • 2,322 

lietterkenpy . .^ ^^r^r "^^^ 

Newry ....:. -,...i..j2oi2 

Eimiikfflefiv. .;: . .v.*. }; ?. . . .' :2309 
LomloDdef igp. • v « . « %'. J. • i h •' «C^31 
Monagban 3,738 



Oalwigr 



..I" i rj. 



jl I) -J, I 



UK' 



\jfiiwfa, •.•.....••••...• .3371374 

lA^tthn...*.; ..w(. 124,1^ 

iy9«* 293,112 

- • 206,72»" 

I nr^^f^^ 



BRQFINCB /OF €0)7g^l^|[T^ 

6aa< 



^"f"- 



-27.775^ 

Castlebor ,. 5,404 

RECAPITULATION,' 

LE1NSTER 1,757,492 I ULSTER 1,998,494 

MUNSTER 1,935,412 I CONNAU6HT ];llO,StO 

Total, 6,801,829. 
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224 PMtAmHktntnsw. 

Many attenpt* iMve ho&b iii«ide to aocoiuiiC ft* 
this rapid itierearie of pojfidMttnf }ii a eo^iASfy Whim 
poverty and vnkktiheSiasd M ge^er^y abdittd: 
Perhaps the tnie sdutlmi vf the^^ dtflcaltjr is/<hat 
while encOtirageoiefitii have bttti^heldout'to* imfiy 
marriages by a mischievously minute division of 
land for mercenary or political purposes, n<jf adequate 
efibrts have been hitherto made for e«fil#yiag the 
superabundant population thus ereated. A'lievd 
with a patch of land for a potatoe garden, is the ohiy 
property with which a young peasaoit Wl hW wife 
begin the world, and with these, and ooeaskMsatly a 
day's Work, he looks forward to bring iip a tsLtASlf as 
he himself has been brought up, for. tlfl^ls.j^^^i^- 
ly the boundary of his hopes. Tiieir^mifllattltliiKMl > 
is potatoes and skimmed miHtj if they are «M^jlb^ 
keep a cow, which with the pig and the poulir;^, ' 
constitute at night a part of the fiu»i}y^«^,|tf8(kio^ 
which arises not fmrneboteebut neoesrilyi Eteilplf^ 
<ux the. sea^coast^ janioial food is tasted otilyafa^^* ' 
lival or a weddiog, and though the dkuUhing.oC:9^^ 
peasantry is improved in some diisriiicts^ jtltmjfiam '- 
ral it is little superior to their food. \Mf ^ 
is flippantly attributed by soine to the inh^^t vic;^ . 
of the Irish cfaaracter-^thm Irish petsattt hi s«M-*to 
be ignorant, indolent, and intemperate. Btitf pOtOh 
mecaUe insta noes may be 1>rougbt. to. proyq ih^ii £1^ . 
sue the consequenofts aad jttot th^.C4Mi«ft 4^ Jwiflf^' 
graded sitoaiion. Haee hkn Ih iiioiie «im«llaUe^' 
i> teach Mai his duty to God atifSF W^ 
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^/L, pamphlet on the PoiHi)ation and Resources of Irelt^, ^ 
was jlutkshed a few yeari back by Doct6r Whitley Stokes, 
wtiNtf i^^Il iir4yft]^ the^atfisntiMi of all wh<^ am ittC6i«it^ in * 
tbi {nm^ieAty of this eouQUy; tie weoes^AiUii .^^unbut^ A^, • 
th«v|jof A(r^.M(Utbj|S4 Aat popuUtion incre<»e& faster than 
thcf means of sabsistence, and clearly proves tliat the misery of 
Irdiaid iMseir iMit iRibm watni of those means, but from Hk^ ue^ ' i 
glirtf B miiwiiittey tbem to^adaquste fiinits. Be 4iigg)9tts<iiar i 
rk^LS ^ff^^p/^tA in the relation betiraep Undlor^, ond *^ 
tenant; in the modes of agriculture and in the mai^gement of' 
stoiik,' ijid gives so^e most raluable hints respecttng* ovtt 'Ma- ' • ' 
nvtk^Bltk^MlkM^ Bhi coast Unprovemeots* Inhis v^nmrils j^ 
^fl^9jp(^it(mi^9f^11t^p^ peasantry, he gifes the fQ^offi^g ..^ 
pfoof out of thoc(8ands which might be adduced of their indus- . 
tribus propensities whenever the slightest prospect of'st(c6ess 
is ifimmW >^»^ A fkrmer of twenty.tbree y«ats - of s^ *tfvfh<> 
n«,^iWowt^ftQOoiiii| ff his progress m life* . JSfi.^fif^^ ,/ 
pein[i;j^M^,at^e)diteei^ worked as a day-laJ>ourer, his 1^1 fe 
spun ; ne' went tor one season to England, from whence n^' 
bi^itgUr hdilie, dear of expense, twenty ^one pounds^' aiid te- •* 
tiist«l#>»ejl^t|iepo(iM}t*di6ging ;^ t^C^9AMl^t><{ 

feiLjEla;Xjjwfakhbei^ three years after his m|ur« ^ 

ria^benad saved si^^ty pounds ; he took a farm, and when I 
co6veM!e<l wfth him two years later I nndersfood It wA^A^rell ^» 
8t<ttkeA/f . W« fsHy agree with Dr. %hkm io> b{8.Di>siurm-; » 
tl<^(^ thftPfsteinofiUneraDtlabourers, to which th^, Sfe^ro. j 
Navig^ition now presents such facilities. " The Irish labour-' 
er acquires knowledge as well as money by his travels, ffe * 
feei^tfa9«i^AMoruHiutotry m mifiays fuurU of^ the United -Isi^u; 
laiiMrAMMitti«|Nniflf|S9fpi)Q4^ hhhifhi 

kx^lfiifl^/]^ y^e wou^d add, that it is also ijalculated tuio^i- 7^ 

'2D '*' " '" 
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226 v^L^m^Y v|Efir. 

as .i>nly,.^flcmiqi\al .weij;li^ ,^o 0^ gra^4^. Iflcif i^iff 
ivhich presses down our country, and to concede the 
fatal pre-eminenoe, to want of; fvill erpplp^yflient and 
of tliat species pf moral and religious ^ulpji^^yfWch 
would not render the peasantry discopl;^te.d w^thp^e 
station in which Providence, t^aspl^c^^ |th^p, but 
would epable them to reap frow,it,all jt}fp p^^y^^p^^df^es 
of which it is capable. Thp^ ^te ^\\i^. faXal^ J}'^\^. 9? 
which the superstructure, of Ojifr .pisery ,jrests j^ re- 
move them and the lesser evils wiU.be speedily me- 
liorated w;ithout d^M^ger of coUisiop fron^^ cjf^^i^^^ 
interests. Ireland now formjs an int^^^ f^Yi^t^Jfff^f?^ 
of the Pritish E mpire : she ^^o»»d^ vit^ ^ t^^^ r^w 
m;^t^ri4l pf industry, and ^ith«^iUi9us^aiu^oy3^J^ 
employed in its cultivation — whj^ej^l;ieip|iyj^94jpi9j^^ 
of the sis^ei^ country ane so,.,e?h^iif^fi4, 1^ }i\^ 
aidskiof ,<n^l^anics and cbemisti^r. vn(^,b^,c^4:H?h^ 
supply itl^.deficjienpy of hunwff j^ll^^VBtt ^!J^W 
every fi^il of industry is ocpi^pie;^ fti^d^.j^lj^ps 
of capital remains unemployed, which if appr9pr[i(ted 
to the conversion of our bogs, mountains, and glens 
into arable and pasture lands, giving life to (Juf ttia- 

prove ih6iniiamers«>fonir peuLtmtrj, and excite, giea^teinatten- 
tentioH'to doaieftUv comfbrls^'axid we beU6ve at is agiei^rftlly 
sdmHited faoti that tke inta-ch^mge of'tke mUttia of bplh 09«HOr 
trieft duvitg the late ^«r, traB pfodmetive of . very beneficial, cm- 
BeqAenoesin these pactiaKhira in many paits of thiSiPoimtiy* 

* It has been calculated that the Steam-engine alone per- 
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PROGRESS- OF' Oihil^JittO^. ^27 

liirfdcturei^;' WorfeVg 'ou^^ iiHtife^;ialid ek'feridmg our 

fisheries, \fr6uld c6irij3letiely '6tiaiige 4;hWfe:c6'6f tliiHgs 

in "this cbuntfy, ^li^ retarn't<!>^th^ otvners ^ii! rliani- 

ifbldf tHcrl^ats^i *nie' time fe at ari ena *i^hdb ^Irish 

etfoft' should'fexcite the Jealotlsy 'bt Our Eh^HsH We- 

thren. Our prosperity is absolutely essential to the 

permaneiici^ of tlieirown • out- population isincreas- 

itig'^m a greater ratio, and if thfeir friendship be not 

ciondll^ted by substahtial justice ^nd ktndilesi3, their 

enrtifty riiay proy6 daii'gerousatno distant peridd. We 

^re sens%)ie'that manjy English capitalists are deterred 

frbih'emjf)ldyirig"ih6ir' rrioney in this coiinti-y, under 

appretierisionsbfits insecuri^^ of the frecjuent 

iiistaneesof popular turbulence which bccfu^; But 

W6 coAc6ive%at iffifeseTear^ arie chimericah Give full 

%iaml!6yiot^etii fci t!h'e Irish peasant, and no<\*fthstfeind- 

^^g'tfib' 'feligiotis animosities which previil atnOhgst 

ik*,'tHeie ^liliitrbiis WlH become less frequent,, and in 

^Hfcfe feliif MiHAf'cekse. Even John Bull liaa bcca- 

'^idiisll ilt^^of 'iifitation when.trade is IbVi^^tkl teohey 

'slcitr{:e— 1)iH!1i;^ep Ms h&nds employed' feind his belly 

^^li^iaUdf'fefe s^e^dlHjr resumes his ^dtustotoed trun- 

^^Ulffli^<'''''= ^^ ^'- -. ■..U.M.; .., .. ' 

fifflPfllfeMf^ff?yfj^P^^^.f^R "^ilJio»sof individuals in the 

sister country. 

-ir>i9 ifTb^] a^v^MageS'.iif . a teoipiqcit/ip o( i kuadness. between 
^tta-^illftt^y'iftlahidsbavei beekvitoi^ekfidLon with> iso . much good 
settee iLiliyi Dactok' "StdiiefeD tba^iiar&ianQst dndulge^ ourselves 
•te'afaotli^iqdotfttioil of someokp^tfa ixx9m.hi6 'Conoludil^g^ ap- 

pi^hUf>9LihfV9lot^ «Aw(/(E3^^«dnteHist^ :hii.th^^ oC Ire- 

land : — " Let it be the fashion to encourage the manufacture 
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of woollens aiul liileiisl>y the fire-side of the cottager, for the 
oottifartofthefeixi^y. Let dffheimpecHxnentk'io'thetosdk'ti^ 
fOid fisbefiea \mt(momi, vUch caoi 1i0Miiio^iiv<iA<teM!flto 
the revenue; let all the moans of lolaQ^iiQ^Yigf^tloii^lfff d^ig^t- 
ly extended, copying rather the cheap and moiinutive iicale of 
getni-bfeurbaroas nations, than the extensive structures of Weal- 
thy societies. Let «Nuis be cMOBtnicled ^ttt tttierpHii<at^'MiRi 
the money levied for th^m be fairly «iip«i|dc)A ' fJi^iisfrwr^ 
procure for us internal peace by ju^tic^ an4 pa^e99^ jF^t!{!^ 
things are done we can supply the empire with haray men, 
andgpodprovistons^Giieasy ttrms^eiild ^^m^ycoiUi^irf^ 
to the s^eoesaitias of the empifo, la pnapqErtJott t^knfaooipilid, 
not indeed to our numbers or our surface, Jjx, .^tp^fitj^ ^gr 
contHbntion, we should have credit for all the absented rents 
spont \k Gngland JMiilosophers and'manufaattre^ot'^g- 
.H^ you ave the. men I fear. ]>onot.ftttt8ibc«tKii^B«iillik»; 
liet us all be friends, with ourselves firs^^ «^.Uien frl^yqiji^ 
Can your mends be tbb many P What does it concern you, 
^ritttW «y bat' out potatoes or give them io the pigs'^ Why 
i^l|o^tijYrf);no^j^t poUtoesj if we liloe ihem^ T^w\,\^' tkt 
dispute alfout tastes. The French e^.f|!Qga.s fif^,J(^tj$$tsm 
afe j^^iiid ot their sour krout : the Greenhmdei^ Relight m 
iseaK' iklddd't/thWOttomacks, on theOrinocoi eat" clay, wtat 
need John Bull care what trash the rest of the world devour, 
ly^il^. JtieJ^af; XYfj^st-beef and pudding. Some of us eat roast 
me^t^^J^tb pifjc pptf^toes, some bacon, semesalt herrings; batt6r- 
mUk, plain s4t« Let us alone; the more potateeii; jind ^gs, 
and chUdr?^ we.h9.ve, t|>e w^re men and peovlsions'ybn xxca 
iia,v^ whfu you fraitf ttfeeVt and the eheaper. I hwjt tyhe- 4Rim 
your tobeg.ofyjou; wi^bave got a IHtle wool; ob not ob^eot 
to our twisting up a little to cover our nakedness, tend wraj^ up 
our children in the fn^y nights. No people are fio easily led. 
This is what we ask of you : Jet us have a little cioathing 6t 
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cdkirated. Many of our Nobility and (Gentry, 
mhose preacnce iiiroliid ebemrrage indui^tr}^, and 
whose izifliMioewouldipimnote good ofder ^nd obe^ 
dkoce to the laws ^ti their- se?erai:eStated'faaV6 taken 
up their residence in foreign lands, squandering on 
exotic plj^asiu^eis, th^ money which is wrung from 
tbeiri:«toiring. ^tenaiiitry. In a country where the 
most pressing nec^silies of the great mass of the 
people have been so much neglected, literature and 
the fine .arte must necessarily droop, because those 
whoishocdd be their natural protectors have aban- 
doned the land of their birth, and Irish genius^ 
Tii^lM^th .,w]itf;ii ioultivated and cherished, has often il- 
kuQuied tbe>nations by its lustre, and edified them 
byitsittt611ig6nce,lies buried in darkness, like the 
roiigl)i,.di^wondin the quarry. But it must be con- 
Miata&y teevery mneere lover of Ireland, that a spirit 
of 'e^kalftiitiatio^ into her real wants and interests is 
noiy in active operation oft both sides of tiie Chan* 
neU. a spirit which we conceive to have been in lio 
smaH degme excited by the publication, a fevf years 
sinee, of the Statistical Account or Parochial Sur- 

oar own, and having food and raiment ipie shall be content. 
Bat fear not, ve will not be content. The moment we feel 
whole clothes on our bocks, we will quit burning our shins 
over the fire ; some effort for profit will be made, and, then wie 
DGivst be genteel ; whatever you hay will make us look like la- 
dies and gentlemen, that we buy, name you the price ; mere- 
ly allow us to procure for ourselves absolute necessaries ; do 
not muzzle the ox that treodeth out the corn, the harvest is 
your own, trust confidently to our inexhaustible folly." 
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ka^bii'^bi '^ilSi^tilab'd t6 'iH^ag^ in this ii^ lin.' 

Siri6l4lr,' Wh'o'liiis'^bi^U' prbi^efes of tmsklKAMfunl' 
foMed th6* 'wKole/ fdsbtii^c^s of ScoWand/'Wh^A^ 
depending 'iipbn man or upon inanim^ated ""-iiature} 
But public spirit, which in Scotland enal>Ied ^ir '^btln 
Sinclair to complete his great work, which extended 
to fifty octavo volumes, subsided in this coun- 
try after three volumes on the State of Ireland liadf 
niade their appearance. Apprehensive froni the ge- 
neral apathy on the subject which then jprevaitecli. 
that such might be the result,' Mr. 'Masbn Judicious- 
ly selected the reports which he published ifrom'W^^^ 
lour provinces, thus giving a comparative View of !fi8 
Btate of the agriculture, arts, manufactures^ reli^iol/; 
education; 'arid resources Of each, witti themstAnfeA^* 
bustofttis, attd character of the people ; ' aiid '^6 Vb- 
Kilrifeii'Mr6h have been published afford an 'iridiiift^i 
table pled^iB,'that should a Inor^'proffftiiatis '^tife^iitf 
things facilit^t^ the completion, of th^ WO^k^ it would 
prove of vast importance to the best mterests of the 
•fifiti*f Eb5fptl*.i -'• ••• ■«> /.: j- •--.V'^'-hIT 

Uy (fefectlv«,'tfOtwtthfetandihg' tlw» vA^^ 
Mikfar • havd'fteehi dtfl4^d' < k«id pAYtMly ^<i&rA^^^ 
iflbct'by • those bon^vblent^ spirits -wh6 ti6* ' \^tf f te^ 
piytiibotind^amOn^sO^iis; 'Where theSr efifbre^'feiitfe 
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deyjiloped fre^d from,^|j^^nftRi}f^ ^^i^j^jy^^,^ 

wiucjh.cpifii^^f^I^nf.iTiepdet the, ej^luca^cin.of ft^.pear 
^ai^try, safe o^, 4e«i^b^q as a national pbject .WhesB 
reli^Qus.a^mpsities prevail, the badge . of factio|^d^7 
^on^^^^Tpf^jtljie chanties of life j. and many are, to p^^ 
fo^d, who, refuse toco-operate, in works pfpxet.- 
cjr withj thojse, whP differ from them in their cre^d, ^ 
"iThe;^ I'pjrm ,ultii|[jat^|y prove to,b^ (he best fiiienjji^, <^^ ^ 
i^^^f'JI^i^^l a <|iflferept li^e ojf cpj^dj;i9t,ex^il^it.t^^ 
ggf^iji^tjr of , living jn. union as .ff^oyf-ci^^i^ ^^f 
i^^j|i;^^jrs of t|hifi ;jame Qomi^onw^th, whUe diff^jg 
ojj, ?^ipe,,p9int*.a^ Christians j .and thi8jtn^„]:?e,^.^ 
cp^pj^if^, withput ^y compromisi^ ,Qf„ppnj^9,^^ 
apjfjjf^^tioftiof effort in that cause, tq.ij^^lvthfiJC 
^.^eyj4y^^ conscientiously atta^Mv, .[.^ ,i,[,.j 

dIih^v- If >-i]« " ■• * ' • • ' ' ' *' 'i;^ ^ 'Mfrilt 

NATURAL BEAUTIES AND ANTIQUITIES. 

.'.-'. . . > ."•' '^xyi Id (ijnli 

The topography of Ireland may apprS^r i((| p^^S^ 
Ii44^jml0rei9t ia iha f&ye9 of ^hos^ who: mm'tvntti" an 
a^0|atkwi^iof .cooitempt ^U plaoQs (Upcaiinei^^ mth 
6io^<Q9Jinf^§S(M3i^ti9CI9, IwhO 4^401) l0q)jr,}»^w7W9«drit0 

a^mtiof^^by ^wl^Uivatiesof lA^pme^wd^arjaibi^ 
de)^l:^te(^by>itha liucutiance.whi^.MaQmaiYm4^rj(!b^ 
gpm$il:W<Li»oth of,w li^idji^y.i Ynilf^^fm/i abounds 
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333. • -.nauMMiR'nimcwi .lA... -<A'/ 

ia a>te^Jifcai^^Mi>tlwmoithyl»f ftte Jiiglhitieft. j 

mer «9M^«i4uotarhl»ie>beHbt«ritiiApNMiMM1liilfki« 
vaio lavfi iaiim^ tMcti^tHm^f IktkvnISMt ^aiOMaAo 
tike delmeation of sut^ecta wlucU)'4iM/s4nbi^4e«iw 
botliiUrf iMltiiwy turf <tf iAtt«igiMN.i»i<!-)3 daod] iods 
n«Hlr'lalit«de;)att4 iMwleto «t> IK' itf{i«|rto* te^«Mitv 

iiiileiiJ^96ir>waii« bf an a<ock<ata^«itt¥tlyjotHit n i Upt>rit 

ee#tt&itff /4bik'Dr.'B«ttii{^ bom{>4t^»tiMB|r Ik 1i^?Mt) 
ai)ilaiV'faBite^l6^ftlK>teBkd!ee»ttiiUtoiiif^ 

ii^tMM'^l'lMltodiocctipjr neilr twr«iy(baftdAi ^4wq 
suldltioiKesIi !t«ad$, ti»wiis >an<d bw'Idln^EabMft tUlMi^ai 
tiiiMi«tattd;M«H4^ meraiMiamBi abt^m^htttPdmaOUin 
mmma, 'ttad^'ine It^mauttfag '/^rttfett'^ttliffiootllM 

hhovei ikb^&fk gMd »kicHdnig6 'ia %i^<<ij^'iliil^>^> 
bat exdanVe^'^tf 1ft« '\Atiit'SlaiatioBi"id>4d^iltbi(f 
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foUor^ thioqihia}LaU>iMrip^te9HlbB(f<Miili4 lR>J0Matv) 
sttl«il4d7;aiilM« ;Aliin9id^4l<WHtit)i<ai«teM«L)Ciim-<iit 

oficbdfMiuog Ibei JBTgMt: ivmo%.iiiui« « #ttet put of .< • 
it it a^diBtefiilmth &rtiletialuili^.ii9«v« om tana^brftAiofj \ 
wbUki$x^igikBi»l^' ■■'■•■■ -■ 

.XbeiMiiMct ofith* ccmntiy 4o«8 not geoeraUy pl»!» . 

sent those grand Mid .asking leatuces ftur sshidi. i 

Stotiimil 'm4kW&|4b' MSijM >«ein«rkable^; yett de( 

vatiQWd^il con^derAble faieight are to be met. ^fou 

on.tlMj MiMt,ipdttkiik^li}^ pn tbe shores of .Att^jm>i 

a9^^9MUI$>w<!t In )tbe!in^<tf them 9n». ia.o ^fH)gK> 

nmg^ ,9CnMUJ)U4|9%:«s in <»ther cpiujtri^^, jf 7H^,mf:j 

otRjf^ji^ yrJiiflbi^twda from neaj: D,«Dgw3(H»ftjjQ ,i 

thi|c«p)WlMi<>({K>«^*')W(l ^Ke wow)^»» otCJIToqeRfl,,. 

•<idk]Veii|^i» th9 ieonotjr of I)own. J>e pft#r.wpfmrii 

taiivr,9P jJuitwaod throaghout th^isjop^. ^^oat'j 

nfi9M jm9Ni^:ftAd) iWAstly . coy^ed .yf\ld\^mx4y3s^\f{.^> 

tlMir««tamit} and ib^warefew parts ^bei» Ibeipvoanr 

pcM^ .!» Inot . ADni«jwha« terminated by tib}^ [sp^MajO^, 

nugMlifi QQ«0«ry« fomu^g, a \>a^ ,#fi«wd^ <i9^bm;^ 

mwitimliQit^itbaA tivi^^ Quiea,, Ki^j^ , l«i^iun»it 

MurPtjuWwWffWi.Ppnegall, aad .AnMw,ipr88Bli|!t 

m<)np^s4i!i|^ua traQts .«bpuad^^>Mt.\yild.qj}rib rai»antift, 

viMMsl^ndiui.tbe ,fif»t<ol !blPtW«.«Q»Oties>rM<lo ^,; 

liffiijMM'^ Recjb9 toiler, inj^^eft^grajodwr neA^. 
4Q(Q)Qi,^tal^ve thaJevel ,pf; ,t^ fiea^ Jj^itl)flice»tr)5,. 
<^, i(ih«iJa|Mtd tiie.. rode . ^i|g(Mfio«iip6i.«f, jljbfl iQ^tq^fk : 

2 E 
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234 PRELIMINARY VIEW. 

and Sitebhbloom appears in bold contrast with a 
vast extent of level or gently undulated country, rich 
in every species of cultivation.* Thu9, as Mr. 

*It afforded cause of gratulatiott to every lover «f Ireland, that 
at the present day public attention is so much directed not only 
to ber politics and statistics, but to those innumerable beau- 
ties which ornament ter'surfaee. Many writers of no ordinary 
talent have entered this service with patriotic ardour, and we 
trust their useful labours will produce the happy effect of caus- 
ing Irel^d to be more visited^ the result of which, we are satisfi- 
ed Would be a conviction that she possesses various attractions 
for the admirers of nature, and thelovers of antiquities. The pro- 
spect from the summit of Sliebh-blpom mountain is described in 
the following glowing and picturesque language in a recent 
number Of the Christian Examiner, a popular periodical work:^ 
** This mountain forms a long and Hot very lofty chain; divide 
ing the King's and Queen's Counties ; it lies nearly in tbe cen- 
tre of Ireland, and the waters taking their rise from its eastern 
side flow by means of the Suir, Nore and Barrow, into the ^a 
at Waterford, while those descending Atom its vresiern' ridge, 
flow into the Sfaamioh, the great central drain iOflrdmd.cfTftcire 
is a glorious view from it to the north, tlie mountains of Wick- 
low to the east, the mountains of Iduah, in which is tlie rich 
coal field of Castlecotner, to the south'; irithe far distance the 
sharp and peaked )x)ints of the GalCiee nkoontains-^iifiaJrer^HH 
the magnifttent and lofty Keeper, (so called fcpm its\arte«tik)g 
the clouds passing from the Atlantic Ocean, and keeping in un- 
settled weather a wreath 6f mist as ti helmet on it's arigf^liteiSA' ;) 
to the west, the miouHtains of Clare atid Galwiay, VtidHfte^i&li^- 
nificent broad valley In which tlie Shatmon e^j^ailftltf ItsdHT.into 
a lake, and forms what is called Lough Derg. Immediately 
under the mountain range on which I was stahdiii^V,tt^ tbaY 
partof the County TipperaTysurrbmiding the town Bf Rc^^/ 
and that part of the King's County cslted tbje Bib'ony dPeioxir 
lisk. The features of this district are naturally beauti/nl^ and 
they are highly improved by cultivation and ^ planting ; I 
know no part of Ireland more diversified in natural feature, and 
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Youog fraiarks, <^ TU€ mouD tains of Irelaod give 
to traveUiog thftt iata^^$^g variety with which a flat 
cfyimtQf cap npver aliiowd : .and, at the same tiaie, 

no pdKt.pfr&nglAndii^rQ Ofi\9j;i^aMJIy,woode4--the country 
8o hilljji 80 abrupt, so variegated, that it looks as if it had been 
onpetJifiuid^jiifd in ^he midst of some mighty ^onn ijts.wayes 
l|s^ \)eeD ^(^l^ified^ qjid all its g^lpb8 apd surges perpetuated 
in the billowy, ijgltAtion. Directly under my eye lay the beau- 
tiful green hiU^of Golden Grove, with a red oak- wood climb- 
ing i^p i^s side find qlothipg half its surface ; and still farther 
wfi^ty .fibput six .miles ot^ that hill, jconsecrated in the supposi- 
1^1^ Qjf the pepple/asjthe haunt find, fa vo^^itq resort of fairies— 
ti^iQ.l^utiful Knocksheegowna^a hill now cdebrated.by being 
i^mdje t^e ^ceiie of a lively Irish tale. from the penof Mr. Cro- 
k^'^ /X}^ WP^ lively wrijter thus jptroduces us to Holy Island, 
or^^Vp ^ftY^^- ,CjiiQrcbes in .the Shannon. /'At the. sudden tum- 
ii^ggf, a pibrpbby, island, Iimi^ceaitira^ with its lofty ro|ind iovf- 
eroiajl its ruii^ed qtjiurcbes^,on which the sun was shining bril- 
tji^iUyi i^roke i^pon ov|r,view. It really ^as ayery striking object 
The fiflftn^j.ie^r^jp^ly fertile, C9Fei^d witfa ^e 9attle,and;Con- 
t^if^pg,|[^l{Qfit| fifty acref^ ^ose. like aa emerald gem chased in' 
silyi^^ q^t gf the glassy surface of the water, and stood in re- 
lief and bea))^ful contrast ^ith the adjoining shore of the coun- 
ty of j^^I^ajTi that stretched in the b^ck ^roynd a wild and 
fflPW^?^9lV»3,jtrfict. . To the south lay the county of: Clare, 
ffc^'jlq^ to.tb^, ^ater'§ edge, and rising, behind in a lofty and 
p^f^cypUoU£i,iQOUi^taJ^ — t,o tiie east; the shores of Ormond, green 
wfj^ fjorjOLJ^eyif find cultivation, with, theinterspersed seats and 
i^^ef),d^m/esnes of,it8nu]|xerou8 gentry, and a ruined cas- 
tl^ o^^^j^j^^rjf bold promontory and commanding hill. Nei- 
lif^^l^ine or Rhone> or Constance or Geneva, would on this 
^np 9^ummer day present a more glowing, vivid, or happy pic- 
tiir^^'' phie more magnificjent features of a northern landscape 
are.j^r^ented to us by the same hand, during an excursion 
aiopg th^ coast of Donegall and Derry, and we trust this pen 
of intelligence and tivste will not relax in its patriotic labours, 
until it has produced effects ofequal importance to this country 



Digitized by 



Google 



jr-li 10 ivM 9ilt O-trii v/oft d'.iflv/ sTi/h I)o'if)nnrl r. nr.rf* 
ertions o£ the Author of Waverley. A work on the Beauties qL, 





gnipMc ' fl!ti6tnrti6iis'or f /ijih' s^Wfy^ 
eripent .many months in hit lDiiTvofi>tlua/^Qiiiintrjtf;AoQ} 
.^^..^pefimen of hiswork wKfeli ba^ '^i>^f^jp^j^ 

' — ■—-—-"--••■- ,g 

i^iai^ tb forin a pleasing coptrasi to tbcise ^f yo^^f/J^f f^pn^^ 
tourists^ whose writings have too frequently teemed with jtm* 
ioundec) and supercilipus observations on! tne'^ioumrj^ ina^m 
^^o|^^. l%es^' effortd to raise fh6^^ha#ad(^ri>^1Eias»d&fi^ 
litttjprppm* level i^ifl^ we tnist, excjt^ vp. i}^tmA%^^^\f^ih 
jMity|,fmj[|.0entry a laudable anxiety to become more acqaaintt- 
eel wila the treasui'es itcontains^ ana the research woaia con- 
^ ii^fe ^heriif ^hkt* it ftb6urid$ with obja^ts of WHf^&^^WAfm^^^ 
U»ri(nii<ignd'tbfi» copt^platire. Theadmimr^of ijoif^ byfttUy fjIyi 
.|i^|ij|t]p^ if^tried forins may be here fu)ly grfitified, while the 



man 

O'ii; 



who delights in antiquarian lore will in Ireland find nomeroos 
^^o^iijpepis .connected with tha annals of anatipn. wh9se lii$(- 
^tory^ii^ni the ipjpst remote period has been wp'markecl l>y|yicMiI. 
}^sit}^es.af^tp. render them* at this day, perhap^^ |faie moat sift- 
.^^uWly,ci^cumptapced people in Elurope. ' Werf a nome tSoir 
^.considered as nek^essary to a finished education as a ipreign 
l^qf^^^.oujL; high ^ born youyi might visit, other countnespfOssessc^ 

ijtbpif. jp\\i^, ip, wMch j^op^ m£^ny',,of ^bemare lamonteblj^ defec* 

j Jive.^ Their.fpreign friends TO toVrr^^m 

the visit, and Ireland would np J^nger , be considered "^ oevond 
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scape. Scaj;?^,?tW5,Bftrtrf^i.f^l^fl$;f,^%^^^^nt 

than a hundred rivers which flow into the sea or its 

vJffkJaS'*^ ?"blF''fli^lHfe fSfiafifidti'^'id' ife "^ef. 

IIJmS(^m^y^V^ti!g(otd;We^m Oilway, King's 
(J^j^^nM^^ arid Keny, 

ai^4^n^a cpursei otl^O miles, falls into the Atlantic 
<!>Q6aQc^lvvth>a'vtet 'volajm/e sevei^iiii in breadth. 
fllW'Batoi»^;:^Wdrfei fimr, filackwater, and many 
ft!B%iRK8^ o^juxfqrior ipagriitude, water the southland 
ewf:,ji9iiifentboiBanii, the Boyne^ axki the Eoyle, 
ll»fiF*iJf6feg»^lh* -vArioiis cbunties of the^Niorth/ 
JMHifS 9!^ num^roud m every province, and 30jpae of 
<th^«at:l9WQQdiUi HiagDitude any thai are torbe found 
i#%te<^a$t6^«Mfitr3r. They are gcmciMly stinrouiided 
f^'?§i^/P^^^"'^^'^^^^ by hills in Wgh 6ultivati6t)i apd 
;(^^k>ti^bar6« i^ with the se^ts.o/rthp jgepjry, 

^ks^f%¥^ kifM&ktent •atid magnificence : mlnlyioff lliem 
al^stSiail'^a'^itli irfauds, some 6f wfilctt dreifihklik. 

fiiejale of pbtisliecl nations. . We feel happy thait pU otiiMon 
w^ralFsuppbrtei'by the literal and intelligeirf AiltlibirWthe 
1§&utiS pf trelknd, who closes' his descrij^don'of Mcfiikty of 
^iifictlow'm Ihp following words : — ^^'The spfeiifldr bf itatnre 




m^. NS^iiaiiye 6f the Britis*h dt>]iiin%ii^ d^ ; b^ jt(6tifiM in 
"ittVelljiig'tb* Italy anS Switzerland,' In' "seirtli' of 'beauty, until 
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ed, a^id, tlw greafter ppfflber sipUipg;.fin- (ef^lity and 
ai)ima,t^c4 with^^^n^roui^.lifyi^clpaf ca^^e. T|f6 Lakes 
of ^greatest. pxX^t ^^i^e^^^\yi ap^ l^Rn^ JSjrpje in 

in Galwijy, a^d ^J^p^igh J:-e^ii<)tl;^^ triple 

Lake pf I^|ll^nfiy,)^p J^efrj/^.TbeJeijg^jOf Lough 
Erne is m9re^ than tbifjiy ini^s,.its,'^refi^,^Yarie8 
from fifteen fnil^ toj t{»r^ji fi/(id'\t cjovgrfii^ijDj p^fjljfnt of 
12^^601 acres. AMeits gl^jr ^ly^^^f^j^^^^ 
m^ptts islets r^^ in yerd^{e,4ndupQ9t0|ii^'f9if^ i^em 
st^iB4s,tli|e celebfated town of ^E^ii»kiPei|t. *M^y 
lufphfa^ jand , geqtlepipn, Ij^ve ^ fine^^ ^ jv9o^ ^ de* 
iiiesniefs, along the bpri^s ^of the J^alfSi ftP4rW*f^l^^''y 
side ^a richly ajd^^vatipd co\^ixtryjfXf^^x^AtJ^l(ifhaf3s,- 
ejij m, the di3tance.by lQ/)y;,mQuntaif|^^; ..liPHSb 
l^eagjijs Uttle.inlerior in.Q^4eqttaLpjugh,!Ef]¥iip;^;|^ 
the 3aIxo^^ding prpsp^^j^ts thQU^. ;^i^ , ^^})i(eaqqe 
are y^t WgWy attractive ; tbi$ lak^»A»QW« /w^ ite. 
fishefie.Sy^nd,cpnim)anic4te8'it9 b^^ofite l^nfye. «|iffe- 
ren(. counl^e^... On its shores h^yc^.ifay^ (oiwh| a 
great, variety, of beautiful p^bl^ qry^talifi tjoradi- 
^^Wi.Hg^tes^. W^d other pri^pious stonea^ ^d ita waters 
are remarkable for a petrifying quality. 

No object in Ireland has been so celebrated among 
fpreigii^&i as th^ La^ke of .KiUarqey. , .The poet and 
tiie paintev have vainly essayed to give softie faiot 
ideas of this combination pf all that we consider the 
sublime and beiiutiful in nature, and which once call- 
ed forth the admirable reply of a patriotic Irish No- 
bleman to a King of France, when he enquired 
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if the Lake of Kiilamey coiiW bfi'^cJbnlpared with his 
Versailles. ^ Sir^,** sdtf the' Nirbleiiiah, ^* anothei^ 
King of France could make stndthfer'V^rsailles-^nbne 
but the Kirigof '^Heaveh couItftriaSi!^' another KHlar- 
ney." Oot Hmits confine us t6 a* V^ bWfefskef^^ 
this woriddrTuf fe^hifeition €( -ftivinc ivor^anstiip. 
Its length is about six' EngUfeh 'miles, its' medium 
breadthrihree; and^ its' superficial Contents above six 
thousand Irish a<fres. It is divided Into three distinct 
lakes, called the Lower, MucrusS, and Upper Lake, 
connected' by ' Sa serpentine liVer. 'The Lower Lake 
preselits^a vasi expanse of water ienvironed by the 
moutitidnd' of Glenaa and 'Tomies covered with' fo- 
rests ttf'^he water edge, the beautiful peninsula of 
Mucrt^, arid highly bultivated land interspersed' with 
hotkseis'df dazzling tvhiteness.' Over one si^e olf 
Mui^rot^'Lake,' Turk Mbuntain presides' with ah aor 
of milijeStldj^biftoity, while the opposite side is in- 
dented' i^ith* Innumerable little rocky shaded bays 
whicH^'Sppfear like the work of ehchantment. The 
coaisVbf this tekeis decorated with a continued wood 
of aHJUfiib, "holtyi and other trees of the ricliesf fb; 
liage, while the shore composed of limestone presents 
nuiii^ous caveto^, supported by pillaris, oh' which 
theSvSifei- te making daily inroads. ' The Strait which 
uilTOi^Miicruss w^ the tJpper Lake, wind's an intri- 
cate *^oii^e 'mdre t!liaii%iree miles thrbugti Voclts of 
farifeusfi&'^Hape^' ahd'^ome of consiilei*al>fe elevatibnV 
Ortti^sV Mt 'kUed 'the Es^gle^k'Neytrises t6' a^stu- 
peridotis height. About ^ half way up, its sides are 
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segpilBitiadbf. An expwpQi>Cw9t«'^A)|hlliHe<|Q(JjPi^ 
Mvoae^enoyfirj acle bjbigh gronffiiM wvl iQ^.ioKWeo? 

esRle^v^i. aiqphitheftke. Op the ,8«mthi jt^./lii|j|fi(0 
isic^fii^e^ by Crosaig^uo covi^^ •w^^'im^ufiant'f 
copse to the water's edge, which tlw«i»^i''^md^\ 
^oplpg bank tctwards the e^|{Kra»0lie;v)|i4Qi1^-tt|ie 
fin^: ifooded glen of Derrjnconihy* ^^908b(34^ 
centre 4»f >YJho8e rpeky chmmd t\^^yif^jrqf^a^r 
ccvf^^fij^t^^ewm- The numenms i^kwi^irfcj^. 
a]^rCA9csi$|^Yhi«b abound in th«9eJM*kmi9^t<|ieRr 
v«ci>^9A<«h«»i9 to the aoeseoy, ^djth^/wJMf iffifiMc 
aoap:^iaa|iQ»of 9ataral saj^quty .«hd[b«a»^:iQ^i 
canAOti b«;Bui;p«8sed>in any oountry. >; . I Hitioi • 
Qnitb9' coast o£ Antrim, at thd 0j^t)0sit4'extita»<9r,^ 
ofthe iste»4»the>GiMit'6 Oaaatmsffftsiuibitn io.fi dii^^ 
fen^if^em- the^tnpendoHs vodttaAship «€.ifurfiilje.-: 
Thf C^OMway is a«ttiatod,ivithi)%eigbt ifoHfifiWol^. 
Ta^yjiiAfiifit»nd$if^ (die jBta k*Ba,t^Jk»tAidf»ti^> 
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natukac BfcAtrrnir^'iili#kmi<iuiTiS8. iki 
ofl i « dt ri«!iAfe (|g llfeiPg<A fti li ^ 

i^i^^o^it4«4ekfcaM^> «s»«t(> fii&iit th6 'edge of i^"" 

le0lfMH^iv«»)diM<V£tt goad pdbb, dnd Batm^ 
iM^^^ifHeitfiilMd^khm^U agi«ed witli ji Jilfid'df^ 

0iimim^ dUftt«4reMgej»'^f i^xfitar piilfeu^' are'td ^ ' 

sttrbwitifbdSHgMigtai^ at 4lie mtiiral 'l^ilCil^^ 

^WI»i€«iStrj«iihoags( tts, iand. which i»»a[y ^i^^^aii^^ 
\iiSitVa0bi1lfk6 «tai8BeA^ mUitiUy a&d >ee<^6^ii^biM?'> 
lli^ltyibii]liil4>d<Mg*itbe 'iUttei Md IMMf!H'#m^'^ 
aitailfibtlttiVgli^Ute^OfMaCity. Thd6eteiiia»'«r«W|^v 

a fortified places :'4itWiM' on' ^'^'~'<^'^^f^^ 
gl|t«Bdiix»ltH«u(^h8iai»e .of iwindus.' oJiftidiilia^, 
«^<iot rt w iubliil tf MtonefathaD taft)cw:£A«Mi^i('yA^o 

'4e«ip<^M««ii^ Jdi^jiilfilh^^'WMet-igeiWMn^tQeMiT 

thtfriniMr )|»art ^ditidediiutii «iiaiiilMf^>'Wfai<iiMli»«««' 

2 F 
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242 --'fWRLflBMAttrrmM. f^r.i II;. 

b^eii varioasl;f cdt]jMttn«dtei|^^ 

iii a *hi)^ liear GsOifn^aaaar 'ikkftk^ denlitjiibf ,^igp^ 
matiy ^subteitj^^tB^vtoikn toti icbfantbeM /vufpejli^r 

'wei'e c}ii^(jhraligiilkr^ aad> bilifi oft hMKA)s<|oobBfi 9tfAir 

atid formed idto a hill. Mi\MbLyMUR(Sii|iipp8^ftj|^ 
these caveS) beu^^^enledl atodni^ltiicllitJil^ 
never be intendedfor (tfacj^habitatidod ofiliieto^jfe^utttiiMt 
they were conlofived '£61: 4tie>!boniteitip(9^^fl^f^ 
fhetr stores, ann0a»d'pKn^i»i(!tos^<¥M 
^secaredfrom the weattiorais^feh^diietayn iMKJ^itii^jHlt 
ibiprobable that tii^also 9£b^^fk^\t^XiX0h^iWfir 
ihea and children Tfhea tiiB Ibrtl^rasiafil^iisli^^^hj^ 
Ledmch, foHowing'Gambi^DSisi'COjIo^esf/ttffit^g^ 
^rtiflcations were erected by t^the Dluiiii^J)i|iM<;i^. 
'Hfirrfeisofopi/iicm that they weK^a»rti3e>fdm0Bg^ 
1h« Irish- likigbc^e the «anJhnaliof.rtltot/;pe$t)9^iiP 
Wliidh liei«r streDgtheoedbytheifoct tlMft ^ff«frjp|t||e 

tM Hi* a- raetaphoriofl- Miisei;si0r4ifti$l9{^.f'^ig^^ 
fiiirns^Mr^ «8 it » «tafled ib fEitigliiQ^^^^^ ^&«!il|Cffj|tEtf^ 
that iQ>-ys>tiHid ifivwas a'ootomctti'psiMti^liM^^iK 
rthe^Iflfetoftorwseilible /ia lang^i ^aiB^Pi^fP|Nmi^ 
tHttth te^decbte Hlbtmteftjwatii»i^^<aimi«^ tlBlHWEp 
^Q^^ni^paitdr itiwmhipl i r Frdmotlip 7it»f o^ms^flf , 
ababGegofeifiletfnata« ,c^fi£*W>lc>i^.1*ip^f^ 
the same reason it was styled,Miif^>,Mm^p'Mfi& 
Jbednridhy id viideiii)pfiiei^fT^ttt<taii>^ 
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« -1^1 Didhy^aoeitiu^/iflBirito t>f tfoiftifio^tion^ was on* 

static, ^^fi[imh uiedk -m.Q^'tiNaMp^Ysiiy. bftl4itatioo» 

li^j'^Dipdledr Ivdth Troqd«i!jstak€b^(aiid..aurf4iwd^d 
ii^(ttia^4€K9pc^tilaMl>i' Tfadaives wiilupklJb^ Pi^.was 

mM«3rAiWlh- mo0fei ^NiQtaij^e. Dr. htdmQh oon- 

^V«f8 th^iii^tbe Mii desdribed by Mr. O'Coimar^ 

iv^^f Jb^^i^eU' ^otii; ;th6 Rath and the baiogea^^, 

^tii^'tli^ B^gliishieaUed a BtWB, aivd tills be consir 

^te^ til^'frat^'toen^tbe piioqiitiiiw^ Celtic foftificatiop, 

^#{!dkiH'VMi^ Bi$ide' %f idl|g^^ a dttcb, throwiog up a 

]^^)^^t)>Jaliid! oh th4' latter fixing itakes wbkb Ty^r^ 

kyerlftkdf3t<$Slfb<Migb»oft]«M^ Tracesofthese Mapr 

mdi^Sl^lymak^^wto^ fonad in aiaaost ef eryipatt 

il'lrdta4d^<naMith€ytbave|^ven names to all the towns 

1biigklfli^witfa^:R»#A, JLis^ or Decn. When the Dapeis 

ibtd^'^N^illwIigiaM obtamed possessian of thie p|iw)i- 

l^d^toWiM^VlIhe^ «^ them with wa3\$ of lime 

fl^ ist<M6ldil}h it^ufid keeps or. toirers at the apgles^ 

%M^^wbfeh iS'^tUlin good presefYation in bbe (oi^ 

Itf ^Ki>iM: Itis datfed Reg^nald'^ T(mer,:md k 

pKifeyb^itb^pktest bo^^ of thisidesdriptidniin 

B<9faftii^fc«»^ boed'^Mcted ih:tiie|7eaff lOOBtbyiia 

9Wi2i^ Fl^iM«>io!f lih^'Kiaitte^.-^ 

littj^ «i« >toW«rd'of^' ^imUifrrieonsttubtioniialt^^ iSos^ 

'ky'y<«Mf(^^Hktg^:5f KiHsenn^, amk -at ^Gl^^tfs^timlii 

by erecting^numerous castles for the defence of their 
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IW^a • by' 'dSi Uacy ;• 'felaWjit' ^caslfes' ;w«te J:ef«eiediiii 
tflster "by' Bfe CduWeys^lHe Cartes' «f'ifi,ia«aM, 
■AMfinnaii; Nbnagh, LlirA6W!''=aodif'Tyfcr«BkilJ»«ie 
'built by KTiiig J6hn,'WhiW"bttftW V^^eO^fimfts^emd 
in Cork by Cogan and fltziSte^hWi. • U^m^mmR 

. centuries befort the Irish fbllbvi^ed the '«lffttn|flfe'«f 
their adversaries. This arosfe lb ^ilt frcMH'Jlfcteft' UA- 
i^ural abhorrence of donfinemerit; brnd ptf«i;f-frotftfiifte 

' onwiliingness of the chieftklhs' tb Inittf ' knp&liG • pa 

'tjulldings which, by the la*r of giVW^klfld/WouHlilfe- 
ver descend to their heits. Btlt #hett tl!i^y<«<M4^iHWikl 

' to bold their lands by English tenures, ^lire^'b^r^o 
'provide 'foir post»ity, by btiilding ea4iH«a *ttd Stk' 

*^'pro7ihg theif poissesslons. Thi6iy hbttib^ 'ftJ^feaWed 
Witli "astonishing rapidity, ft>]Mhe'Ord6f,'WhO'**fcs 
lorci . paramount, enfeoffed Ms McSif sittd ^fiSKtiea 
in lesseje 'lordships, and of toftrsfe thtey"i!swi el«eted 

^' casifle^ 'to wliiich they wer6 tii^d'by'a {Mfltt^^-of 
self-preservation in times wheii hostility siddkikjlN^y 
ragecl onVvfiry side; At the foirfeitol* iif ^h^'fiuMb 

'Ifn Ajfunster io'wai^s 'the 'closfe 6f Ithe' i^^fe^tfc ^ika- 

' tjiry^iiueenlilizabeltVi obliged 6very gftUlfeet6i«lOll- 
st^uct a castle, fort.'orbavi'n'.forthe prdtWetioti «Pto 



?.;Uu.-^ 



family and tenants, bn' the' confiscation bflHM kids 
'"ot'ilre c'liVeftaiiis O^^f^ ^d 0»»otifi<5lmMJtetel^'in 



Digitized by 



Google 



NATURAL M^VTfE^ v^^^j^j^OlQUITIGS. fi^ 

'eow*!oroli|iwa>} if he :h^4, |i%eij^li8oc|^-edi acrea, bp 

ntittibwv a bawfl wfe^f JnrCiOwequeflce of thfi^ ar^gi»- 
h^QQ^&i^^ W€jfp erected in ^ fcyjr years in six of the 
iiorth^ro . cptfnt^s, ab^Qve 01)6 hundred and twenty 
aa3tl?8» ^nd)tH^ possessprs of escheated land in 
j^y^i^y p^lpf t^e kingdom being bound to make si- 

. mU^i.gf^^^on^, great numbers of English and Scots 
Hfjej^e i^cpfiTflg^ <;o settle even in the most uncivilized 
.p]aA{Q$hr-n|i^ny qprporate towns were erected^ wall- 
ed towns built, and castles increased so prodigiously, 

. tb^ it, is computed there were not less than three or 
.fow.^bKHi^and scattered throughout the country. 'iThe 
fraWAung; rc^n3 of many still remain as the soiit^« 
jrjr tni^uments of a long and gloomy period of 

' dif^trfkctioQ and, anarchy. Some of them appear io 
)i«vQ<beeaj^i^ aod well fortified, and sufficiently 
stroiig'tQ bear a long siege against artillery: qtnei^s 
were . keeps qt round towers of lime and stone^ 
stgff^^fffe^ suiTOunded with a circular wall y an^ a 
tiiird descriptibn were castellated houses with battle- 
ments and flanjkers. It nvsiy be supposed that for- 
tified places of thos description tK)Ssessea little se^ 
curity against ordpafice wbicl^ had been iwoduced 
into Ireland long before the reign of Elizabeth : but 
it should be jrecoUected that gf eat giins gnd fir|3*-arms 

.;0f ^^evy da^ vyejre ©till ve/y little employed' 'in 
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priocipsl cities and tonfus alt thaittime,, when an Act 
of . ParliafBenf Mdere4f|i^)S»'^ p^^ ^oia' s^xjteea to 



. Shot ftfimep' 
CityofWaterford^nOO 300 
:.C6rk 100 300 

r;-.*«^Qashth..«. 2Q 140 
Town of Clomnel.. 40 300 



^ .Sfioft lit 



townoffolmdlock ' '20 IC 
- — ^-^fethard.....' fO^"' lOO 



: TJsue jnemaioiog militia of the province mii^a^i^l 

tmly 178 Shot aikl 2640 Billmed.* ^ . 

- '• ■ ..'■',, I.. J 

* In the introduction taMr. GVose's Antiqatab, t^'fiM 

1^ interesting yiew of the progresdof themiUtaify art' ^'liil^» 

famd. . We httTe abttody notioed the constitution of tlli^Ii:^ 

ajrmy jurevious to the arrival of the English/ and which wa&'& 

a grea,t measure maintained hy the native chieAains tilf fHt 

suppression of the feudal system. Their contests ^ith 'ttt 

jSngHsh oUiged them. to make atoi^tions in their ancibi^'aittbi, 

and the two pazties soon hecame* almost assimilated. Til^ 

ioiiliers bore lances, bows, aprows, and & sword ; and'S|ieh^lr 

tells U3 that in his time the fiisb horseman haid his 16ilgh!(Si^ 

his ridding shoes of costly cordovan, hisbacqtietotLor'doiliMet 

fttufibd wid» wocj,, ax^ bis baube^g^on or short coat bf Pji^ 

5tjh^y seldqm rocie on geldings, and to be seen on & niate wis 

considered disgraceful. The Gallow^lasses, or hei^ zMeSib" 

ihirt of mail n^oh reached to^ ^eik!tt'6f 

t^ or iron, helmet oil thQ-beadv Their wa$ 

jjr tpje Sd,e,^ aod ij^ die band a br-badt ^'&0, 

hSstrn/as a' razor? '^e Sterns Iia<J'i^Ddft 

1 J ave^s to' whicli b! thoiig Va&1fM<^^^ : 
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the latter th^W twidied violently, and sent with amaz^ torce 
and execution. They substHuted iron gaunli^^ for shielas, 
^d ski^ had^Oife^s ' aiia^UiViji-s^illi ' ^6ft<^IbdkWe« 'ari^d i 
tfaehr march was in general disorderly, great noise aa^^ti^* 
sion was kept up t>y Ibe perpetetal clashing of swofds, aiiji 
t^eirc^ftska^f^^l^^enepj^w^^f^^ ^ ^ 

The 4rst. miUUpy, fqrcje estaplisjiefi in J):eland by 'j\cjt of Par- 
litiimeiitivas ifi^the <t6lgn of Ed Word IVw wid consiated of one 
ttendr^j and*l4»«B«y)aiiebeni dn^iibrseffecK Jivt^/hdrweBrab 
und forty pages. In <Queen Mill's rei^ it n^s tl^?ve' httns 
Hred mehoLj and in Elizabeth's two thousand. In 1489, fire- 
arms were first Introduced froioi Germany, six muskets being 
ifrii^^kmih ^ti^WAtW Klfd8ite,J«irhlt^ih^|^iUfttitoiM8^irds. 
This was thirty.two*yff^,J)^ftj^it|Wl<^-«Wifrj 
England. Hei^ry VII. appears to have been alarmed at the 
ii^trpdi^ction 9f tUesc 
i9^,^:foif in 149^ an 
. jfl^^ldaaB^ m W 
jj^ry, ;h^tist9s?^y, I 

j^sb iRars appeiB.1^ tp 
.^j^ ^s,l^teaBlibe» 
W'jei^btf^ .tbmsai^f 
\^f(xfyf^'pt iMTtillerj 

may;^ feeep pQCi^Uar 1 

}it9f y jjraci ice reoor 

^"Wiiliam. jPelhatm, in 

^t^ the Low <Jouiii 

". Jhi 1304, the pay Qf 
j^^cf w«)k« ra^ed thus^ 
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of anarchy and waHkre. The Castle of Kil- 
teoiiy; Iiewiever^ .«ti]I; amtiiites the magmficent 
leiideiiM <9f (Ii6 ndtite H<MM ofOrinwd* Itisfi^at* 
edW(M^%iii^edbt^^k4iAy oftbiJA on- 

gfwl Ibbdtf^ltioti ill fittppdMd 't6^ ha»i^ hetti UHA' ia 
1172,1b^ kikhai*tf Ea[ri Stix)tigbair; tobn aRer he 
wato iovaftted wUh Ihe priocipality of LditiMei<. The 
fint ereelfiM being dertroyed by Defied O'Brien, 
King of Umeiick^ the castle ivas re-^edlfied by Wil- 
liam Marshal Earl of Pembroke^ son-in-law of 
Strongb6w,in 11 96, and it has since that period been 
much enlarged and improved. In 1891, Hugh le 
Despencer, Earl of Gloucester and Lord of Kilken- 
ny; a deneendant of the Earl of Pembroke i& the 
feofafalb ' line; sold the Castle and its dependendes to 
James Butler, Earf of Ormond, by whose descend- 
atkts it i^ still occupied. It appears to have bteii a 
plkee of ' xKmsklerable strength, being situated on 

tweBtfnot aimed feurpenee eack per day, to gmtxd ttie/Biaicha 
ofLemster. O^Eennedy, an Irish ChieHaio, had for hiBucir 
t!4fi\¥e ^i^e^eieyeii liobiUers four p^ioe, and eighty-elgiit 
HftihM en Ibot-Hiree bi^f-penoe eadi, ^bilo other cMo& snd 
Ibefr fi^iloffm warn paid at a mirflar rate. Tke <Kipeyioe8 of 
file military IM had inereased oonsiderably in IMO : thongk 
Ihe army did not iramber q«ite«iK hundred aieii, it amounted 
to near W(fSll e3ECliniif<e of artillery. The ' Lord Deputy's ajt- 
nual atipettd was 6661< t8s. 4d. The Matfler.x^f ibe Ord- 
nanee^s 49). Ids. 4d. aad fiie chari^ of the Ordaaaoe \ra« £40. 
The pay of a Captain was rated at four shillings, a petty Ca^ 
lain two sfailliDgs, a hbit^man and a faarqtielmsa nine pence^ 
and an areher sixpence per day. By the lOifa of Henry VII* 
it was enacted that ne soldier on his journey should pay naore 
than ftire fiothlsgs ferine meaU and four for hiseer?anl^nnd 
for erery horse a penny, with six sheaves and litter. 
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^liree ii(Q^pQ4/4p^evBi«f<.tbeHipeietit rlfuil^grvstiU jrp^ 
^Mta t9 TvfeiGhryai^if, p^^^ jBa^.ip j|)lf^ 

ejitori^ined^^rl^^ tabl^.tfivo hundij^d g^jijle^^^ 

§^.t]rQ^$ple&did£^ery^of portr^^ ^ j^. 

Wj^^jf.^Uh which several of the mjioiqa^^av^hii^i^g^ 
must ever be considered objects of peculiar at- 
tracfibn. "'''- -''''.'' .>••-,%::..')'.,..• 

*ibfi Castle of Ferns, now in ruins, is also .ici^^sli^^^ 
iii>&a bifltoucal pioiiit^of. view, ^ as ite first iounckticka 
^slaidiby jBfarl Sth>ngb6w, on the site oOtiie' pilbc^ 
ojf his father-in-law Ring Dermod. But b^in^ destroy--^ 
edf oaa after, it wasjrehuilt.by om of U^^Kitoigeicaiila; 
at the-close of the twelfth century, alHl' wa&' hdd *^^ 
the crqwn by tqilitary service as'pne ci|^ t|i^ f^jTj^ 
Qfl^tl^. . .FrQni that period, it i^J^d.^rw^ni j;?^»[(^^^ jto 
eissltc^^^iintSuts decnblitioa tnithe^sies^entatotlixjcdBN* 
tury' by'^ir eharles' Cdotje^th-^' Pari?aiii^ht tSfeli^ar/ 
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Of this once foiihidable pile only one tower and the 
half of another now remain. 

To a military man^ perhaps, none of our ancient 
fortresses deserves inoi*^ notice than the Castle 
of Dunamase^ in* the Queen's County. It was 
situated four miles east of TVIieiryborough on a 
Dfin or insulated rock, the site, according to "Pto- 
lemy, of the ancient Dunum, which had forpierly 
been a strong hold of the Irish. This part of Xein- 
Bter was the ancient property* of the Cliieftain 
O'Morethie or O'More of Leix, and was ^granted 
by Strongbow to William de Braos or Bruce, Xord 
of Brecknock, who in 1260, built the castle,, and 
erefcted it int6 a manor. The rock on Which it 
stands is an elliptical conoid, inaccessible oii all i§ides 
except the ^east, which was defended by* the Bairiji- 
cian; oh 'eaicJh side of which were ditches, anti'^'here 
these were impeded by the rock walls begaii.^^^Wb 
toivei^' protected the Barbican, from Whence yOii 
adyance'd to the gate of the lower BalliiiniV wUch 
vvaW^refe'^hiindred feet from North to SoiitK^ and 
one! WuhA-ed and si^ty from £ast'to%est?1^tlis 
is' 'divided by a wall frdm ihe upper ^^alEiuin, 
which consists of a plane two hundred feet in length, 
by' 'iln^ hundred in bi^eadth. On the ^Ighei&t ' par^ 
wksihfelce^p, and Apartments for "the otScers. Abbiit! 
the ck'^tle, in the times of feudal grandeur, lay k ynde 
wHiiJe!, AbW called ftie (jfreSkt ft^ wTiich was com- 
ni5h tli itlie fenlntry, an^ the castle was erowaed 
wt^'fiuriiied tais&i who were the terr6r of the )dfe%h- 
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bjouring Irish and the bulwarjk of the Pale, It ap« 
peara afterwards to have h\]ew, intp the l^^s of the 
Fitzgeralds, for in 1394^ M^nriqe Fitzgerald sei^^d 
the persons of Richard de Ri^>ella;, the X^ord. Justice^ 
Theobald le Butler> and other^^anc} committed |;|iiem 
prisoners to the castles of. Leix apd Dunamase*. 
But about the close of the reign of Edward II. 
0*More, the aticient proprietor of Leix, being en- 
trusted by Lord Mortimer, who had married Breck- 
nock's only daughter, with the protection of liis 
estates, took Dunamase and eight other castles in 
one nighty and recovered the whole country. For 
nearly four centuries this fortress was an object 
of IGerce contention between the English and 
Irish, until in. 1650, with several other castles in the 
Queen's Cpunty^ it surrendered to the parliament 
forces, by whom it was dismantled, and reduced to 
its present state. 

In Munster there afe still some remains o/ the 
castles built by King John at Limerick^, I^en^.gb^ 
Ardfinnan, and Lii^more. The latter has bej^n 
converted into a magnificent residence for the Duke 
of Devonshire when he visits this country. Its.pri- 
ginal erection was in 1 1 85 on the site of an ancient 
Abbey ; after various vicissitudes, it was grated 
with the manor of Lismore to Sir Walter Raleigh, 
from whom it was purchased by the great Earl of 
Cork ; and with the history of this celebrated man. 
its annals are closely interwoven.* It is situated on 

^ A diary of the Earl of Cork has been found amongst the 
manuscripts in Lismore Castle, which minutely details the 
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iiie ver^B ot* a'- Kiff; ttte'^rfvei-'^BlaclkWatyr 'rtift^ 
close l6''ttfe' fcKttiaa^^^ ^'Thfe 'liorfliym^ front is 
fiank^a ti^ dtodlai^ W^^efti ^4i*jre6n<i^ilAd by^tnses 
which seem to ^roW dtit 6fihfe' river; and/tofi^Miifed 
with the abrapt't)oyffi6ir6fthe fefedtlei^fbrmk H^tih 
singiilarly romantic:^ 'A''magTiifie^iit'bJiadfetf ftvfeiide 

weU-lnoTva pftrficulata of bt^ early, life,. wi4 th^mean? by 
wbich he was raised to wealtb and honour, and to a share in 
the administration of the affairs of belahd at a 'xfMMf Urifx^ant 
period. The following is giiren in bn ancfcntr dodinw^tiui 
part of the first Earl of Cork's actions for.th^./»^y^ce 9^ t^e 
Crown and Conunonwealtb, and of the proviace of Munster 
where he resided : — He re-edified the great decdyeci' cKtirch 
of Youghall. He bnilt the co}lege-h6niie; A fM^ ddMiol; tof 
an alms-house for decayed soldiers m th^ m|4/ ^^9^^^^ 
bc) .^imowed with lands of the clear yearly, value of^ eighty 
pounds. He established four incorporate and market td^s, 
which he planted with English Prot^sknts/tlzJlilD^lilHl^ 
lie built a Hew church, sessiaas-haii66(.]Qaitot>fb^ifi|9^>l|nd 
-prison J liisssorei where he re-edified the depoli3^ c^aficjql 
of ,^1pf 9atbe4ral; Clogheen, where he erected a new church ; 
,and Bandon^bridge, which he fortified with ^reixt' csire'knd 
'planti^ w^tti^ngiish Protestants. He ^rect^d kfclkeiLi:»iw 
castlM in t^rk^us ports of his estates, built (ou^ st»$fiff^}^p4gf^ 
atTal^g)|^ Conno4jry, Fennoy, and Cappoquin, and he was 
aVle to bring into the field from his plantations aooutTalrngb 
^d l^a^don-bric^ge 1800footand. 160 horse; all ^B&j^lUbfPtb- 

' W8lntWt^iih'4bl6 icomioanders ofhisowd. t(^nfuM^«-.(fe fmid 
erexj' /wiek m fi^ J^P^. )^W0 hundred pounds, to wprkmen, and 

, m^tained out of his purse four thousand people young and 
old onhislaVi^s and plantations. He \eni in teddf^ fjtK^i^' 
for the use of bis M<j^sty^i^ ileet'itt Mi]B8tier< oiie!:^tioosia)d 

' ^^unds, and Id render the.fort]!^ fut C9^k and Wat^rfcfd def(^]^- 

^h\p, Sye. hundred pounds, and yet he had, never an acre of 

landy pension, ward, entertainment, or other matter 'of ben^t 

from the £!ngli^ goverhment or the State in Irdaiidj:fieitfc6r 

Was he ever suitor for any such benefit or gift. 
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flanked M^th high stone Walls ,le£|d^ to tfjie grand en- 
trance into the squapf^pof t|^pi 9aj^tle^9ve^i^which are 
theiirms pf; .the first Earl pf jp,9fk;, vfijt^^ th^ifnQttQ, 
^ Gad^^s .Pf[Qvidehc$,is.io^r ^nhfirifqnc^^'* J for- 

tificsatio^ i^, v^ry extensive^, and it3 bounds ^ may 
still hfi iKafied by the ancient walls and towers which 
remain, and their gloomy appearance forms a fine 
contr^t'to the interior of the castle, which is fitted 
up in, ^. modem style, and contains some good paint- 
ings and tapestry. James II. dined here, and one 
of the winddws still bears his name, from which 
he i^said to have started back with dismay when he 
perceivied ther vast height at which he stood above 
thef'ri*«f which flowed beneath him. Tlie. view 
fro>m the castle presents a picture of rutal splendor 
wUehcannot be surpassed. 

* ^^Anotiierdiseription of antiquities scattered through 
the doantry are those which have been ooiineeted 
with religion. They have been divided into Di-ui- 
dieal^iFirbolgiaa, and Christian. Of the retigibn of 
tfeeJ'Drtrids we have spoken in aforii>er page,rand llie 
natpr^ of their worship forbade that any trace of it 
(ibouidi remain except, perhaps, the custom of plant- 
ing trees «««>utid our cemeteries- To Braidic^l pri- 
jgin, however, hare been ascribed by many ^f eur an- 
tiqiil$ir^a)i$9 the crondeachsy cairns^ and pili(ir'Stt)ncs 
'^vhicfaareto be met within variou? parts of tlie cpun- 
Itry;. * But the ojpinion that the first of these .was, ibe 
•work of theBelgae orFirbblgiahs, who bver-t^n^'the 
SritishiAkftaboutthree hundred years before|.lieO'(iris- 
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tian aBra is strengthened by the description which 
Wormius gives of the Danish Pagan a|tar, ^ which 
consisted, he says,of three great intones erected on the 
summit of a tumulus^and on them was laid a fourth^ 
broader and mdre Aai, so as to resemble a huge rude 
table resting oh three feet. 3uch is nearly ^ ^xact 
representation of the Irish cromieacA, except that 
sometimes the tail of the impost rests on the ground, 
while its head is supported by two uprights ; but in 
other places two lofty pillars bear a third placed ho- 
rizontaliy on them. Thus a cromleach atTobinstown 
in the county of Carlow has a covering stone twenty- 
three feet long and eighteen broad^ and makes with 
its supporters a large room, while at Brown^town in 
the same county, an impost containing 1280 feet 
of solid contents, or above eighty-nine tons wpight, 
makes an angle with the horizon of thirty-four de- 
grees. It is not matter of astonishment that such erec- 
tions have been ascribed to giants. Mr. Tighe, in his 
Statfetical Survey of Kilkenny, states that on. the 
summit of Tory-hill, called m Irish Sleigh-grian, 
or the Hill of the Sun, is a circular space, sixty ^ five 
yards in circumference, covered with stones. In the 
centre stands a large stone, and on the east side an- 
other raised on three rude supporters of unequal bulk. 
Hiis stone is above six feet long, five broad, one foot 
four inches thick, and it contains an inscription which 
in Roma)i letters would exhibit ' Beii Diuose! 
" That the Divinity," adds Mr. Tighe, '* was wor- 
jshipped in this country under the name of Be/ needs 
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t .- ;, .-.1) /'* ./ ' • 'h ■« '-i^^ -J -"i '■ • ' 

no proof; ^M that the Divmity. v^as a)$p worshmy 

ped in the British isles under tha nam^ otiDiunosoSm 

IS alsorecpraed. Mr| Ky|2«i<i epyija^rat^s ipeyeral 

of these ancient monuments in t^e. cpunty of Water-* 

forc(J some of whicl^ ar? ver^. remarkable., . One is. 

near Kilbarry, in the liberties^fthe^ity, of which the 

incumbent stone measures twenty-one feet in length 

by eighteen in breadth. Another at Sugar loaf-hiU. 

consists of four oblong masses of xoclc, supporting 

a table stone or altar of considerable magnitude, the 

heiglit of which is about twenty feet. The neig^-., 

bouring range of hills is covered with iragmepts of 

rock varying in, size, and froni the uncouth fprma. 

and 'grotesque positions which they sometiqi^3i 

assume, Mr. Ryland conjectures that cron^i^qhf,^ 

are not always. to be attributed to the physic^^^* , 

tions of man> as some of the l^rge flat rocki 

in that neighbourhood might be made |to.. ^^i^hirtt 

bit the same appearances by removing the leartl^rxxi^ 

wiuch'^hey rest, and exposing to view th^ft^flUf^^^bf- 

peipeiidicular pillars beneath them. . y |; .^jj ^^ 

i^aims, composed of immense coni(;al h^ps | ,f^; 

stones, are to be found in many parts of thecjopo^^,, , 

an4 there can he little doubt tiiat their use virg^s, i^*. 

pulchVal. One of the most celebrated of th<^ jn^pfi 

numents is on the hill of New Grange in the equity;* 

of libutji^ which was discovered in 1699, by ^^ I^fr, ^ 

Campbed, w;ho obs^vin^^ stones. ufl4€ir,^he^^9|j^,^ 

had thepi, removed, and at lengtli arrived .^t a »Vf,wdi 

flat stone which covered the mouth of a gallery. At 
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theentrance^it is tlireeleet wfde ah(i two high, .^he 
ieogtd irom its inoiith \x} irfie te^inning ot Witi' idSie 
18 sixty-two feet^ aad firoui tl^ence tX}.the^tl^pkP'§m 
qf the, doiiie^ eleven feet six inches.^ The cave 
with the gabery ^iyes me ekiict^^g^ 
the dome {orxns an octagon twenty leei hign yMi 
a^ area of about seven teen, and it is composed of 
long flat stones, the upper projecting a4ittfe'^D^6w 
^e: lower, and dosed and c^pedwjthjfttfj^ft ^tfiuqfr 
The skeletons of two faumam b<Ddie& vvcreffbitiMtiiB: k, 
with the bones of deer and othier ahiidiili^,'^ aW 
giciifl^fQoms^.one of thq eldw'yaJwtW&£w^^^ 
iMf' Theodosius. Two boaMike ur»s minood'Aht 
klBgious rites were here performed to thfer'nSStflJbS/^f 
fijOi^e naval commander. The base pftheflpiou^^ 
^aci.ieMiroled by a number of . enorAiQiis>iU»b^i{m 
ii][>ri^ts. They were from seven to iiinte^!ee*t«bwte 
ground^ and one stood on the toppftfee mo^^ 
VfhmiS^im^QeB were annuaUy perfartu^iiOimeinav' 
t^f Uhii detseased. Remarkable (MmB'taicetoibe^At 
jon'the t6p of I^ in thje county 'oTj'l^^ 

j)9d..pnr: the^summk of Sliev-Cjoob io..th^,(;pitn$y.,pf 
Skiwli* ' ■' Anather of these heaps oalledvKa]rD4Mii» 
& in the county of Armagh, and a vai^t m61e''(5F'thls 
JypdJS.aVWindng^tesin the cQmty.'oiy^xi:;)^^^ 



-i ^Dti. Smidiviii bis Hiotoiy of €orky.giveraB:Am0UQiof i««- 
^hM^emoMiAe'^tvffeAw^baX country; o<ke o|. wbiob> /in >Uie 
^adflb bf A^hdbiulklw/ is ninutely (kscjEibfd' by tiie Desiv^# Mdr- 
iMcdukaCoK. / It wm.disooveredin 1755.by4i»lab0U9«^^:wlp 
dsKpping hiB<spacUi into a deep hole^ ffHXnd. A^p^aaagQ htm 
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Bode cplumnsjfrom sixto^niae fe^t ov§r the ground 

. But (^ mQ^t, remarkable monup^^ ahtiqiJii- 

ty, jwjd, ^hic^ F^^yf V consujered |)eculi^ to IjfeI£^n(^j 
we thojseisLen^er round towers of various cRrnension3 
which are to be fOuad in many parts of the country, 
gene^auy \fi the yicinity of those ecclesiastical biiildT 



thence intd'fl{teien Bubf^nianedad chambers^ in one of whldi 
were found: abonre five huDdr^d skeletons. Near IVIittjbelsV^wn 
is a remarl^ablf^ cavern^ the opening to which is a pl^^tj^n a 
reckon al|xne8tone-Iiill, ipd it is extremely narrow and difScuIt. 
AAer a d^8<i^nt of twenty steps, a vault presents itself, a'ho)l^ 
dred 'feet 'long by abottt filly and sixfy in hedghl ' Alm^ 
hole froniitbi^'left l^ads from this into a winding yal^rjf ^9}: 
less than half a mile in. length, which in some places expands 
into a considerable breadth, and when well lighted With' ct^n- 
dlesy It resembles a Taulted cathedral, supported bj^ znnfttfy 
oqlutunfi* The ^all0> ceiling, floor, and pillars; 'are often o<)i;i^ 
posed of T^ry. beautiful incrustations of the most fantastic 
forms, which gtitter so niuch as to make them appear as if pow^* 
dered >K^ilh dio«ionds. The caye of Donmore, in theeotiity'idf 
>K4U^«Bliy»J|at)i)eQi^)^g. celebrated as a natiml^puri^yitir^ \^ 
entifapo^ is^ situated on the slope of a hilUj^a iihort^dis^nce 
from the cliurcli of I^othill, and consists of a pit Or hollow of 
great length and depth. After passing throu|;W'»iin ex- 
cavation pf i;oilslderable dimensions, : and fi ftf « fi^^t in ilwek t 
d narrow passage conducts to a second krg^ ^partmenl, from 
whence winding passages lead to other cavities.^ A stream of 
water runs through the cavern, hear which 'many sculls "and 
i)one8 have been found. The gloom of these subterraneous 
recuses strikes the mind with inoontieiveable awe, which is 
occasionally dispelled by the various stalactic forms caused bjr, 
the continual dripping of water. Thus the etamjner fancies^ 
that by the dini light which accompanies him, he can traoe 
the resemblance of altarsi orgs^*pipes, pillars, pyramids, ^c« 
2 H 
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ings wfadse ereetion was anterior to the airivai of th^ 
English. Some of them are not fifty feet high^ 
whije others exceed a hundred, and one or tmoiMft 
been found measuring one hundred and thirty fed; in 
height. Their external circumfereDCe at the b«ge 
seldom exceeds forty feet, and the wafis aregeoerally 
three feet thick. Hiey taper gradually to the top, 
which in some has a stone ro^terounating with a 
sharp point, and others appear to be battlemented. 
There can be no doubt they were originally furnish- 
ed inside with stages or lofts of timber, from which 
persons ascended to the top by means of a ladder ; 
for in the walls are to be seen blocks of timber, 
being the remains of the beams which supported 
the floors, and in others appear the holes which re« 
ceived the beams, where all remains of the latter 
have been decayed by time. To each of thoae sto- 
ries light was communicated by lo(^-hol«9 in Uie 
walls, and near the top are open passages correspond- 
mg with the difierent points of the compass. But, 
perhaps, one of the greatest peculiarities connected 
with our round tower is, that with one or two ex- 
ceptions, the door or entrance is placed from eight 
to twelve feet over the level of the ground, and in 
the tower of Kilmacduagh, in the county of Gal- 
way, it is twenty-four feet,* so that there was no 

* Doctor Ledwich ^nttmerates Bixty-fonr of these towers 
distributed as follows, viz :-^ 



Antrim 9 

Armagh 

Cbtaii 1 

ItonegaU.w.. •• 

Fenfiimagh 1 

Itown 3 

Londondeny 

Monaghan 1 

Tyrone 



Carlow 

Dublin 6 

Kildare 6 

Kilkenny. •• . 4 
King's Coonly 2 
Longford... •• 

Louth 2 

BfeBth....r.. 1 
Queen's Co. •• 2 



Wcstmeath... 2 

Wexford 

Wicldow 2 

Clare........ 2 

Coric T 

Kerry 2 

Limerick 1 

Tipperary S 

Waterford..., 1 



Galw«y....*.. 3 

Leitrim 

Mayo 6 

Roscommon.. 8 
SUgo 6 
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mode of ratrwce but by a ladder. This has fed to 
the ofiimon that they were intended as places of 
aficuritymtiaweofdaAgWi hat this. appearifc.highly 
impioliabie, 3s the bwldingf^is ^^ <»pabl^ c»f con- 
tainhig teD men. with caavenieoQi^. 

The hypotheses respecting the uses to which these 
towers were appropriated^ and the period of their 
erection, have. been . naoaeroius and contradictory; 
and thoagh it may not be difficult to point out theif 
several defects, it wo^ld^ perhaps^ be no eai^ ta^k 
to substitute one more satisfactory. Some conjee* 
tura that, they were constiiieted in a very remote 
period^ when the worship of the Sun wa^ preyalet^tt 
in thi& island,, and this opinion is strengthened by the 
assertion that similar buildings are to be found m the 
Parsee fire-temples, used by the fire-worshkpper$i i^ 
Feina. But to this it is objected, that their cour 
stroetkut is.not adapted to the purpose of having a 
fire oont^nually burning on the summit. Another 
hypothesis,, fi^st started by the learned Dean Rich* 
ardson, and countenanced by Mr. Harris^ who has 
a long dissertation on the subject, i$ that their erec** 
tkm was commenced by certain Irish Anchorites, 
soon, after the introduction of Christianity, for the^ 
purpose of penitential austerities in imitation of 
Simon Stylites^ who is said to have spent thirty years 
on a pillar fc^rty cubits high in the neighbourhood of 
Antioch. One of his disciples, we are told^ passed 
sixty-eight years of his life in a similar manner -, 
and the examj^s of these holy men found many 
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fclUoWdrs ih this coutotiy/ a' continued ««tt^(»N 
dencd bein^ m^t^nefd M'thatt'tiihe with the Ai^ativ 
Ch'tirohei.' iB&t I>6fct6r Letjwidh' deAiesi that thewf 
was any similarity between the' Asiatic pillar and our 
round tower, the foriner being s'oiid and squai^ 
the latter holToW 'tod circiilar — and whil^ the sw- 
eetie was placed outside on the one, 'hesbbaU 
have been inclosed in the oth^. Indeed' it. appwrt 
improbable that a building of so solid aiid expexme 
a description as our round towers would 'h4vai)eHi 
erected for such a purpose, nor could the cdrpowl 
sufferings of their solitary inhabitants harb • ftome 
any proportion to those of their Asiatic tif^thr^nw' {" 
Giraldus Caimbrensis speaks of them ^' '1>^ 
peculiar to Ireland, for he calls them, *^^r^ 
Mcciesiasiic9Sy more patri^Bj arciiiB su^, etitbm^ 
necndn rotund^B^ " Ecclesiastical towdrs, hi^BO^ 
after the fashion of the country^ are stedddr,^ iiigi4 
an^ rbund.^ Lynch and Walsh, wh6 wrote to the 
seventeenth century, conjecture thtit they wr^ Da-j 
tiish works, intended for watch toWers by thait peo- 
ple before their conversion to Chrilittenity, but 
afterward!^ changed to bfelfries lor the churches «ie*f 
which they are generally found* Mr. Mbiyneox 
and • Doctor Led wich follow this opinion, which 
they consider to be strengthened by the name of 
Cloghacdhy or clock-tower, which is still given to 
these buildings by the native Irish. But we conceive 
objections may be brought against it of equal force 
with those which have been produced to overturn 
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the ifW[ioas 'otibi/er .ponjectufjes,.,pp Jt^s j^^^^j;^,^ 
wbicdx ourjant^iiajaar^hiaFe ofl^HJg^- • Jif :t??PX had 
be^n; Banish ereetioqa^we j c^^ Jb^fdfy^ |Suppo^qjtt^^ 
the ioqWBiUve Cac»br^*i|sis, ^sroy^^^ljav^^ ,s^ that 
thfiyj wer0 built qfier thefaihions of tfie countryi, but 
would! jTs^heic. ha v^ stated a fact of ^\ic\i he could 
eJKHljT^ have ioform^d himself from the number of 
Danftf i^Qid Norwegians, who- still dwelt in the marir 
timeiei^s. That they could never have been intended 
for watehitowers or other military works, is evident 
]»iti^ i&om their construction and the low situations 
in fwhich they stood ; and it is equally improbable 
tiiat.tbey were designed for belfries, because bells were 
BOt generailly introduced into Christian churches, on 
the^Ctbntin0at before the eighth or ninth century^ 
and they were unknown in Ireland at a much lati^r 
^ribd. If the Danes were the builders of our roi^id 
tbwesrs, da it not extraordinary that np traces of siw^ 
lav ereettons are to be found in their owacoiiatry, 
oKiJti England, where that people domineered for more . 
than two centwies ? With respect to their beipg 
tisually found in the vicinity of ancient ecclesiastiqal 
6tructur<39, it is as rational to suppose that the ,cbujcc6 
was built' near the tower, as that the tower was| bifilt. 
.near, the church, for it has been the practipe of ^aJUi 
nations where alterations in religion have beexji effect- 
ed, to continue the worship of the Divinity, though 
under different rites, in those places which had been 
previously rendered sacred in the eyes of the people. 
Thus, it is probable, that the first humble edifices 
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appropriated to the Chrifttian worship in thb island^ 
were erected in the neighbourhood of the Druidical 
Grove, the Cromleach, or the Round Tower, as wc 
know the Heathen Temples in Greece and Rome 
were by an easy transfommtion converted into 
Christian Churches. Though the origin of our 
round towers may for ever be invohed in impe<* 
netrabie obscurity, yet we conceive the argu* 
ments are best supported, which fix tlie date of their 
erection at a period long antecedent to the coming 
of the Danes. 

After the conversion of the Northern invaders to 
Christianity, they seemed anxious to atone for their 
former cruelties against the professors of that faith, 
by erecting churches wherever their dominion 
extended. Christ Church in Dublin^ which 'was 
founded by them in the early part of the eleventh 
century, still remains a noble monument * of their 
zeal in this respect. From the period of the Eng- 
lish invasion, the rage for founding ecclesiastical 
edifices kept pace with that for the erection of cas- 
tles, and the confined crypts of the ancient Irish or 
Danes,^ and the humble cells of the Culdees were 
Irq^eed by spacious churches and nEK>|ia0teries^ 

* Doctor Ledwich takes notice of two of those ancient struc* 
tures> namely a stone roofed chapel, hear the Cathedral of Kilr 
hloe, where the reliques of St. Flannan are said to have heen 
deposited^ and St. Doulagh's church sitaated four niiles Ea^t 
of Dublin ; of the latter he gives a minute description. 'This 
building does not stand, according to the usual custom, due 
east and west. Its extreme length is only forty-eight feet, and 
its breadth eighteen. It has a double roof composed of 
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decorated with all the gorgeous Tariety <rf the Go- 
thic, Saxon, and Norman architecture. Good spe- 
cimens of the munifictfice and avchitectural skill of 
our forefathers are still preserved in the cathedrahi. 
of St. Patrick, Dublin, St. Maty, limerick, and 
St. Canice, Kilkenny, while magnificent r^nains of 
similar edifices are scattered through every part of 
the bland. The antiquities of Glendalogh, Monain- 
cha, Devenish, Inniscattery, Inniscealtra, and Clon- 
macDoise, will furnish a rich feast to the mind which 
delights in recollections of former ages^ while the 
dilapidated magnificence of the Abbies of MeUifont 
and Bectiff, Boyle and Sligo, Adare axid Butteymt, 
Jerpoint and Kilkenny, Dunbrody, Athassel and 
the Rock of Cashel, will abundantly gratify every 
admirer of architectural beauty. Were it consistent 
with our plan or limits, we should gladly attempt to 
present our readers with some memorial of these 
mouldering piles, many of whose ancient inmates, 
we would hope, were under the influence of a sincere^ 
though ill-directed piety ; but we are compelled to 
confine ourselves to a brief notice of the Rock of 

Btone^ and towards the centre rises a square tower, apparently 
of a more recent date than that of the remainder of the church. 
The interior is divided into two compartments, the western of 
which contains a small room, in which stands what is called 
the tomb of St. Doulagh, and a turret supposed to have been 
designed for a belfry. This communicates with the choir, 
which is the place of divine worship, twenty-two feet in 
length and twelve in breadth, by a door so narrow as scarcely to 
admit the entrance of a full grown person. A pointed window is 
inserted at the east end, and there are two others of a lan- 
cet form. Traces of groin work are observable in the 
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GaSheL whiph we conceive toi^b^ m some de&nree^oiv 

nected wUh^the principal subiect of this wprk^ mat 

yii V'i-^ 10 85'>mo*37fj. nofeioq.flwo 2|ir0i iijJinu 

city liavinffi.been me ancient.resrdence oLtp^ K^pssk 

of MuQster, while it still continues the seat bi the 

Primacv.of that province. t , rr r rs » 

poiated / (HAt to ithe /^ bfirdfittkea iiO^oifakiite/^iICn^oaQC 

8p>dtH ii!6tr eaHed CstrHcsk^i^adm^n^^ilis^iiif]^ 

Roiliy^ 'atid from receivirii1le^e'£h^i^^lftt^^^^ 

fiCfefti)4?«4a», rt was i?^^,^{Wamip9fe899SPfa 
ed<iti«D.esi8fa&l) €to«sigiiif)«ing.l^]ltp;fitod^^^fi^ttfRfldtii 

Wfe;^ft^V^;^^ted hi W formerj^geW^rf^ 

ft^®5^"'Whl* ^as ftttfendM;*y^th^<^d*feittff 

tbftffi«»9fiyiftf//M«nst0r>.wp; ^ this JpWoS^i^^ 
En43r^^cil dr(^e3tei«d i^otsixMeii iliilcs'^Mnbcf^ 

stbne roof, and relics of, Arches remainj; bul no sciupmn 
architectural pm^aments appear m any part of " ^ --^^ 



o'nSfA 



architecturs^ ornaments appear m any part of tae£uflqmik 
Mr. Brewer agrees, with Doctor I^^dwich m utrihiiljnir tn^ 
erection. of this /chiir^n yi the Danes> ana ne judicipuslv p- 
fers, fromihe ruaeness ofits* architekure; ttat me sajfie peo-* 
pie could not h9»B f^wcwed M wdfthfat itmUiiatiuMiidf ' in 
to construct'ttfi'^ili'dWi'ouad'toTtfer^^ 



peo- 
indastry 
lies.' 
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td^ where ii contiauedi till the reign ot Conuac, wli6 
vtiitediahip oi^n person ther 6fiices of fting and 
Jfeshop it the comoieaceiiieQt of ihd tenth teiitvirjrj^ 

• (. • J ! V •• ••»'*» ' 

* EadyioriltftiloGh-eeyMiiiTa, was formerl j a naindsome city, 
^ittill^ed%f k JikkiAX bit b^itel$fii1 kk^,t)ve^WhUAl dSe tnl^fCbitf^U 
^rtfomMniiiditgcite ucieiiti^tkediBa) tl)^ 

La^^^qpi^plet^p dried, ]f^«^^ eoqterted in^ rich, pasture 
jTOuiidr At this day, a crown- rent of 6s. 8d. is charged in the 
^idctil^^dWkfe; ^ay;ai)[e jfearly but of Ae tit'rf otttxHfivvhich 
ilr^oiMailly.^i^Bbecl^lft^UiVMr. It was not knuiif yelv^pitin 
sa^|6in^i^re^ w« Wftis8iie4 from Dublin to enfqjrc«,)|i/ft 
parent thereof. Emiy now consists of a small but thriving 
village, sixteen miles' south-west of Casbel, and has a hanci- 
itfke^Watydi^yp^'. T\ie eaiKedral church is t6 be ete6UA 
f^w>imf|>fa^d|^wi^^^iKna tbQ r^veau$twici«ndyapf|w?- 
9JQff^.}9 1^21^ ys^ witjerttte direction of tbfe h,t^ Atchbiphppj 
commissioners haying been appointed by him for the purpose. 
fiflilSCflutc'fei^drd'tfceite Was formerly a large cross of uiheWii 
«tiiMi^miU%bt^ethigil, and near it a well called St. Ailb^^s 
H^'^ff^l^:^^'^ itiefy muth tenerated \>f the si^f rounding 
Mbftbitants. iffirid^ thd church gtatids ^ f ery old and beauti- 
fittiiiliHblt^uAifent'ofStr fboffiad Utifley of Ittlidabfl^^iri 

'EMK>¥j!>^ n^om^ f ^ ^pp(»s6d to have bee^ a retation dCthf^^ 

Eftfdev. B]|ri|ldp of i^x^ly^ tvho died at a v^y advanced a^e^ 

A. tjtih,&, and was t)urfed in this church, iil whicn he' fead 

iHak^S (^^^ at hetka&'r' ptiem. 6ut what I'eiid^ tM^ 

mil^'ilBim^kMe kiiOiU We St. Aitbe, the first \nsiv^ !St 

Mutrst^r, ^fedted hi^ eipisCopal residence, about the time of St. 

it retained uii^ tli6 eighth century, 

io Cashel Ailbe was called the secoiia 

appears* from .an trisTi distich in the 

t 13 quoted oy Archbishop timber, 

written by St. l^atriclc hiinsetf'crf^ ' / 

2 1 
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Sdnie pkrticulArs'resi)ecting tllis eminent priiice arid 
prelate liave'been given'in a preceding' pa^e. '*n^ 
cathedral is said to tiave teen rebdilt' 'lii'liSi; 
when a Synod Was^elci in it^ and in i^TfKe 'AfSH- 
tishop first received, the pall from 'Rome '^by' 'the 
hands of Cardinal'l^apar'o. ' The foW wa^*'t6t% 
(lestroyed by fire in 1169. ' » ' 

; . Caahel is i;^da^ecl jmei»oi;ftt)le ^^y, , th^ei . pele^^^t^ 
$ypx>d coaMened.there,in,J}l7;2>y ,IIe»KK JS^.^^^ 

Thus translated by Duukin :— * 

Of humble mind, but fraught with ev^ry grace, 
^" '"^ ' GreafA!fbe«iePatricft'ofMomoJia'ffta6fef,' • '{ ^^^t^*-^ '^"•' 
ti* ,.,..,, Pedapiti^t mitred boisQiV of d|vii^, »., . ' ,, -^ .[- t 
. The deathless Patrick of his Dedas shines. 

• Hi i.. ' ■, . • .••*."•'..'/ (' .io*>i'-:i.. J 

^ Ussher plapea the conversion and baptism of Ail^e urt(kr Ae. 
vear 360; others again about the year 400., An ancient author, 
'5eli6'wr6(e 'the life of St. Colman*, Bi9hop'Vliiroil6i^,^feadt6 
himi ^'fiisbop of^Eknly, a wise ^nd ;Felig^qs ttum/'^fla^diiayi) 
•jA\^\^4ff^m ^iye^ with bim/oE,^of^« ys«fj,,if^^v§ly^3^ 
dyiipg -the Scriptures, with fasting, watjchine* an<J jprayer.'* 
ftiere were about fifty-nine bishops succe^s6rs to^t. Anfc^m 
tl^ii^eibfi-Budlyi^^ whom- Reyaiuikl' 1>^ JRiik^J ml^x^^ 
mi^ ftiftir>..,t^s,:thp lA9t^ .in,,J(^jS^..,jtyh^,.j^l|ap)fr^ 

deacon, and four Prebendaries, viz : KillenelicK Xiaten. 
Ira^H^LUi^nei; I>don, knd'DollardstoW.i'it'is^Istttlflttei^lW 
ihe/JfcmnJ qf €lanw.ilUw5» ;in^tte .wunfy .^ J^p(?ai*iBih3jlft' 

of St. Ailbe stolen. We are also told that it w,as DUTnea m 
91^ /^tliatU'^tts aft^w&i^ds i^itoilt')in¥^ohtiiiirfBd^fc fl?&S4tf 
ryhing; ^ate to tlk^.teig^ of Hemf VHX. Vi^fphx^i^^m^Imf^i 

Roche' s-town, Caherelly, Cahircomey, Kilcullane, and Ulloe 
in the diocese of Emly, lie in the county of LimefitKf^^^^^^^^*' 
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fiefcflii'^*'free!,'ptire, htid perpetual aitris, discharged 
6^ all exactions And secular services.*' Thei Archbi- 
shop soon after confirmed the government of the 
town to a provost and twelve burgesses, reserving 
some small pensipnsuto the See. Before tjie end of 
the thirteenth century Cashel must have become of 
considerable importance, for in 1256, we find no 
Ies^|t!ian thu'ty-eight brewers were cited' befoffe an 

-^isiiVfiyA^ St Mary's, of tbe,,lSft9fe,9/f 

G^M^ foniudt pa/yiBg to the Church* tw^ilagonanof 
^te'^at'^iith brevHiiig for the support of a La^ H^s6 
fjpjui^^ii ^"by^Dayid! I^atimer. In the year 1 M^iJu^^ 
ingi^ei c^yiltWaffa befcw^^o.the ParUan^o.t:aujd >Qli^r 
tes ^iVi^lidrd Inchiqtrin approached Gashefi "^^ 
iiifcfabiti^nts (Jeserted the city and fleet to ,tte catKfe- 
4ra4>)«Wii?h„b|td bee^ lately, well fortified»a^tt4jl43iriJ 
TififFechRdi placed a strong gaflrrisomini Jt v but^ortl 
KichlquMi took it by storm, -when gfeat sldii^htfei^ ^^iS 
iW^9, .ftf[. ib§irgaiiri^i?(,.ftnd, .c^^e^s, .^jjiftijgf.wh^pp 
ys(fiTiel'^tsasQ^<ffn(3^ aiiB frjarsl' Qashdln9 stilt airtoAe^ 
rMf Hveil^uJlttdWii, cbntaJning about '^ix ^hoti^M 
mhabita^^^,,.^,^, „. .._.,^.^,, ,. , ,^. .; ^,^^., -. _,.,^^, ,_. ^^^, ^,,. 
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«M8 -T-AiBuinKtKV nam. 

.ymif¥9i»Mlk £i»iibm^'ytM wn'H^MinteAihy 

^3^«^,■)l|Q^;tW Dioeeseft «l W«lerftiKbai|(ibiiinaoce', 
ij^^||^}9« and AehoMy,'i»0«m)%M«ifei^i>'iOi^M»iitoe- 

if^i'Me^tiooeti .w<Oirt^y og,jjtotigeli>'!.[Th«lJ " h mfe li y 
jH^ltf, ij^ai^: a, gii^l'b««eifkoi(Hr lOfLilkq ^biseB- 

^fHiQf # &t»fiky> besides- be<|«eBdl£% totJitiaftvife 
4f^i^9i J?\ulfk^n<tmi and- b^^ pla#fct!ii«s4^//to>r.tltfe 

.^m^ igfleafsiiQ^ /jHQ^ Alan BiK)49i«(^, iE«o|)iijA^ 
name. This estimable prelate was not more distn- 
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xbiiiinim^wmf M^estibliidipUk ftM^^m'-tt^pf^H' 
mm ftHl)«bewBhMr»»f tKe)dkiMydd€^j"^SMLls 

isHt^B^sf eiiiftoJ^^J»l4ny m>tbe Em^, Whitilt'l^ 
t^pwUpii be:^at(Ml>«tedstoi. tine ^aai{)Ie 6(yik 'i^iMik,- 
^|ierend^^kaB«d' 'tot take away the refir^acA Atotk 
,tfaiaicniiilb;pts&'«itieh^pensere«tn^akwd 
>$}llHlitE^Bcglebls«i:>«iioitthe9-was a.g^ edi^4£ 

fibiuif tlMM'i latefy> I vcfaiwd, st]ii!a0 ^ «)>' iMll&iNii- 
■owa^ pdfcbei «Md .thatbhsd tliati outtt dt<'<4<fl<bi 
■abilDEibo fihiiuB(to> the «ndeaziiKD«^ «ktib^:nw^ 
JAKlMMiB^.)di(«Qti«p of Doctor BrddeHbtonHiiyjif^ 
-iHBdsoan^^^shutchei abtt ^«b«>4k«ases^>i««i«^IMiilt)<^ 

^lUceb-iiUketti ^«Ri!ii^«lerhad^ been one Itc^A'^i^M^ 
i^iteenrlxenki^ jq the best; 9tRle>t>f >i)^»ii, »^i^b^ 

ledgeof which he^havi ftom «ke>atoiMiU;i4^<f»»1r;()f^tUb 

^«^iiiMi(>dt:,«008id»e(blft 4a^»(mise'''b^ -'hii^ 4£lV««i^. 
'i£^«niltPliMie.>isva^ ma^idficietl»jl4ew'<irf thi^ tltfOl^' iM^ 
itHiteb' Wtaielr> a{«ditb« ]^€d«i ^> tM ~^a«d«M»tbtt& 

-dijc '' "1.1'. > >i'i! <ii.v -'luijiij -nvijavJc-j <idy ;jiui>u 
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870 >iTTi'/;.'iraKLiMawAaBrr¥iiaK. ./hjt/^ 

aadL ifle wees. ' > i Thisi dwitr^ ejE^mprebtonAinsj ite /noble 

liie*-]5[bcl£r:(^nte ibcf ftead^ncoifd ptinocajHaddopat 
triarchs) with an extensive prospect of a most 
beautifid country vafriod .b^> .l^hwdi»le^i}m^]ff^ in- 
habited; piatrted' and highly * <ioltivated^ ^ is 'tefmi^ ' 
riated to the South West by the lolfy mbuit^ns. 
called the G^tees, which lopk aia^ if 4b^y ^iweife 
designed t6 be the boondaiiescbetweeti ooirtendtBg 
cffaipTires:' ..-./■. ^ . :■■ o..- f....,,i(,^ 

"l^ It^ , jQpaains of the o]d,(^th^^^9i^^w^ V'?^"^ 
l^k^the tomn, prove : thatt j* Hiiist)hftvdrr.beeci5 « 
Very^ extetisite/ and beaufflful^ Gdfchrfe^'&tVucliipb, 
l)8ldl^ towering on the celebrated Rock oJf p^ief^ 
and forming with it a magnificent object3,K)bfmp 
ing honourable testimony to the labour and in- 
genuity, as well as the piety and^ ze^l of , its foimer 
inhabitants ;, it is seen at a great ' ^^^ce and in 
many directions. The extent erf 'the n^^n^ and choir 
from east to wesi is about ^ two^ 'hundred feet, and 
the Steeplers in the centre of the^crofife. Divine 
service continued to be povfonDed^ in^ tkis venera^ 
^ ble cathedral till. 17'6fi, Jwhen^^ iArrofettiftbbiJ >iB«ce 
unroofed the cboiri |md ;it n^ras;^ |^ 
into a ruin. Arc^bi9ho|> Ag^i* eiddeky^ui^d to res- 
tore it to its pitstine^^tory; b»t^ its 'dihq(>^ated con- 
dition rendered' the <atteni]pt Wdi^ss; 'an^^:a new 

., ..It .-.., ,.. . .-/'. . . ,'.'"' ■■.-.J '-'-• 
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gle )6 f ithiG(im)Yti[i^iai&ltti«>f ^'the bt^a^csdltiakis^sPYetHid 
toWcr, ft^mniftneH )tQrith8 charchttfilere isea/stiblbeiK 
wiiete«iii;)«uis9ge.>* - « fFhis itDW£r»isu^pfx6tod> td' ^be rth« 
ol<)ebtu8t»otar6 lopoa^llie.^ilock of>>€a9bd[;!iTOiki 

'i*" jfil/lrMii^hD^'llllagtlBttheabsed^'lilotti^ b^ et^^et^ fnA 

Immfif 19; th^Cfttbedmlof €ftAol> op^x^site^ci tbat of Arc^bU 
sjljp^^lf^/f^d Pptler wlfo <^ied,iii }660, ,It ijg^ placM on a higl^ 
basis on the south side of the choir between the episcopal 
iferone iiidth^ altar. On it is his effigies cut in stone in altti te^ 
|jflTbijblftiin>t«eoivM»head>QiidJbiB pastoral staff inOm faaaelj 
on each side of his head were carved the figures of aiige)s;», l^pf 
that on one side is now defaced. Above the head are his arms, 
jJicI^at Ifik 'feet the 'image of Christ on the Cross, at the top of 
«rhidbifilinie!rih^d^ <L N. R. L • At his right elbtfw is tti4 isLtgi 
of,,^ Pf|Jrio)^,fJJgJi^ly ; eiigra,v^ M|ith. his p^\Qi»\' 9tB,f(,^^ 
mitre. Underneath the monument i^ the name of the adrcbiT 
tect, ana on a plate is the followmg epitaph of his own com- 
fttiftdonfi^l<l<^ ^'i • ■ '» " ■ '^^'^^ *»"*• 

Milere Magrath Arcbiepisoopi Cashaliensis ad Tlatoiem Carmen, 
lOmiut ^MWe^iitfel^unum prime sanctUsimusoL'/' ^''' • '.^'''^^'^Jf 

III bnu oj&W^(ft'*^«f^'^,."Wnf«P**'. ,^ II ; ^JniiticTfuIiir 

ITuio ego suocedens, utmam tam sanctus ut ille, 

lioib baii*v%ffl?*»?l^^^<»™IW'^P«wleiam, ^.j.Mf.oiib yaBftt 

Angna, lustra decern sed post tua sceptra colebam, 

bus Jo6\. Jtef(fftwiiaw.'l>'«*»t«iwt©'tuUf w; oi j^H'j aioil 

Hie ubi sum positus, oon sum, sum non ubi non sum ; 

daiviCL .*WRw iiii$]fcb^bii8 9mefi^Mtjf9fi$d inb. >M»Jc('»' 'Je. s^il) 

Dominus est qui me judicat, 1 Cor. 4, 

9DKIi^(M8>bbtof1kuartmiidated<bFC^^^ oKf 

• First sat a Bishop m the See ofDown. 

-801 oih^aif^^iitf^^Vf^if^^f^ii^vi^ if .r.i i x, o:fin 

As Bishop, had an equal slrare of grace. 

moo bbSb^fm^^^^^r^d,J^^fAimA^ c.f v ivioi, 

Antt pleasM thy princes iri the midst of War^ ; . 

I'm not in both, yet am in both the places— 1621. 
Bo ^hat judgeth me is the Lord.— I Cor. 4. 
Let bim who stands take care lest be fall. 
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372 nBUMOIABT VOW. 

thia cifCttipttaiioe^ Uhatidl '^im^ei^fii^M txfbtk (he 
Badc^whiohiiiclifaiai«*B«(.ar6ifiDpRlt oliitiw mm 

It itififlj^sMor Mt Ihi dmUiixiUieMtf «» theiteK^^^ 
aui tliilMi{fl|fa» o#itte4Mv^^ftii|if<the ^fismidub^liltti^i' 
feet >^ • itiomilsiitsiof'AueistOftdsiueaclii oflwhiih)4toi&'< ' 
the «pf<g€C^ lajttni of ittoiib, A|i^ai^<toih|i«iMhidiit 
itawniMT. Th^sltoe tti*iBhifti4te torteitffttigiii > 
of Monsler <v9^r8 cr6^;nved 0ffilIiiiitetti9S'liel«ri()lti^<^ 

Coimected with Ihe 4a(betb«ii<mitfteiMi^ sidtif ' 
ih«49hc«4^>laiig:Cdrtttao?fiP^ I^ioiM^tAi^^^ 
ed to b6 the fii«t «tMi# Iraikliiigaih Itlteidii Bk/^^ 
liedwl^h Ksonsidero it ' one 4itf ^he . iHMfii ^litiiMi^ ' 
iabiies inthe ktegdoaii ^addt-ks^ md^^^lnte^iBiiil^* 
pittaM iMd mpidihi waltiM it«p|MttrI»tcN:|MKr«itk»l 
copied Aft^ the Qr^ciftn iirchite^titte^'iiiHtfcog^o'* 
haw piecedeii that whiehjiemaniily tdjM ^Qd&k^^^' 
Thieoh«p4'M%' ^Mt by eighttMi&^tha efeilsiMd>^' 
of ft bfjjrleiteteHif different froni thti 'Chtft^^ iSoftk^ • 
on thoJOdteide^d iftside ai« MhitiiiiM«f«h«<A]iHi% 
better pM^pottidned tbaft om^ c^4^fgxfpet^ Mmtiit -' 
place or* time. The wifing is^^Midtodf Mid .thaiOot*' 
side of the soof m eerbelledso MiU^^&m^^fipbdimeat 
pitch, ki the angles of the east end^M twA adnll 
towers. ^ it Diay not? he ^ utnfMrthgr to4^ obMrftfiM 
(says a learned eal^|ii^ythltt t^^ knot' 

parallel to the ckuf^^ w-it iends^ to^ confirm < the 
greater antiquity of the chapel $ •fe^kUKdihaiofattvch 
been the elder bMkling^'iiis. pmbeble theff would 
have accommodated the cfaapel ta it^ though on 
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tbtq«|jitidMl»ii$ di»MidUfl^«»b>r06^tiM(aib stnaftntici^i) 

y«m9Ml^^tiiif»,Bhy liimiog>tb^ angte-.vfaiclviiNteJ 
bi:tiidi«gilbltn^er»lwthu)«abb^otih0il ;.i«M> :«jtt9^^ 
h4i>te<fh«^Mii|e««J'dMtp|ftefi JiMtitirQ^Mi^we li^HUQflflrillq 

amhlioi^eidibito^^JtibfeiBi^pOsetlr/ ftiflrtrtotoosK^sitcd 

tb«iiihi«ifhlnr^»)ljr./3r^ttd. h§i!e;]p^3i'$t.jR^iri«j(<jO£fq 

CMDbnsi^ dO}!!iill%,iQU«^M^ipi^j;S|e|#<iicti)|!f$v»o) 
bitbftlai |^fi]DlbisiMi>p,jJ^Mi^i.IM^(tlC!«4t^I <^ %)j) 

haioRf(foiddlakidt,i8li(^ !9QX«it.tiH9r-tp^g|f{»M^ -t«a&§i^ 
bic% . r(rf ^iiteidilttitlMi^nji^ ji {^I dAuli)«^MAnM^I|iqi^^^ 
took lipoDilhimselfi t)«^^Mbit)>K»f{tii«(.<(n]id<;n>'.>T^:,:,r 

2 K 
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374 raetailf ART Tifiw, 

i^oble nihis of tUt^ edifies »tlH remain. The steeple 
h laArge atid ftboxrC twenty fe^ ^nwte en the inside ; 
the eailt Miindcnir ia aMMdl) ffiid |ifaiii/ and h^ 
ivallsare iome remains of «taiift$' the naveissbrtr 
i(^t long and twentf-^hmeibrickld^v'aiid'Oi&igach side 
was an avbade 6f fhfe« (3M^»dkkky the Qdtdl side 
whereof is leveBed, with Itttelhil^ irie«,«^wWdh wen 
about thhteen feetbfohd: OA'the BtMrtheideiof the 
steeple is a small door leading Sato laa efpn part 
aboat thirty feel long and tweaty-ffoui* broad ji the 
side walls are much broken, and in the gable eod 
is a long window; there is a Small division on the 
north side of the steeple, with a low arehed apart-' 
ment which seems to have been a confessiontuy^ as 
there are niches in the walls with apertures, 

A monastery called Hacket'ii Abbey was founded in 
Cashel in the reign of Henry III. for Conventual 
fVanciscans, by W. Hacket, In the night of the 14th 
of February 1 767, the lofty and beautiful steeple of 
this friary fell to the ground. The edifice was situat- 
ed at the rereof Priar's-streetjbut is now so much 
gone to ruin that it b difficult to trace its divisions. 
Prom the foregoing hasty sketch it must appear 
evident, that Cashel contains many objects worthy of 
the investigation and research of the antiquariau, 
and closely connected with the history of a race of 
patriot kings. To adopt the language of a recent 
tourist, its celebrated Rock presents a magnificent 
display of every variety of ecclesiastical architecture, 
l-oqnd and square towers, stone roofs, crypts and 
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shrines, arche8>.;S«x<»tivRoiiilui Mi Hoatkw, all in 

of Cashei^ is '^tbfeifn^fg^g)^ iDjtneftKuresifoe;^- 
servingp' UMis^^ffialubblfic \rmaij^j;!^yf^ii(^Ji^' from 
total^deoajs. i M9tay.mtie6t pmieisiof lioi^ture have 
been idiaMvomi^. attdi)ia^aie iotei^ettting iftsanptioiis 
deciphdrediijaod wtftimi^ indtilgeja.hope^ thistm^ 
hb ansffi^es^plms 9nfl>i^viktiaiis;i>l: tiiosd inl^Dest- 
ing riunsii^yet^be^etaiAo^^ 
f* ;\i -^^ ^'j'- iii t , X, ; , ,^« ; « *. .• ./, .• . 

*• »K '^'^ItO' V.'.»: j: •:;' '".,-. :« . ) •,■ ]> il.i'' ,', 

-'::•»/ o') f-i i^j .'.. .;: :••» • ^ . • .; .li ^ •>./' 



: » ..j» \ » • 
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COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 



TOPOGRAPHY AND ANTIQUITIES. 

The County of Limerick is situated between 
52 and 53 deg. of north iat.,and in d deg. west long, 
from : London. It is bounded on the .. South , by the 
county of Cork ; on the North by the Shannon; on 
the West by the county of Kerry, and on the East 
by the . county of Tipperary. Its greatest , length, 
(which is about 40 miles) is from the east part of 
Coonagh to Abbey feale, (in the .barony of. Upper 
Connello,) in the West; and its breadth about. U2 
miles, from Limerick to Red Chair in the South, 
and contains 375,320 Irish plantation acres. It 
is divided into ten baronies, namely, Owneybeg, 
Goonaigh, Clanwilliam, Small County^ Coshlea^ 
Coshma, Pobble Brien, Upper Connello, Lower 
Connello^ Keniy, with the Liberties of Limerick and 
Xilmallock. It has eleven post towns namdy. 
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Askeaton 110 miles from Dublin^ Ballingarry 112, 
Adare 102, ipniif ]^Q9^ Castle^ ConQell 88, Croome 
106,K4^iQl|oc;k } 13, 'Dallas ^^ 96, PaUas Kepiy 
96, Bathkeal?.AOd,.^,^a]|S|gQ^c|eix U5mile^. The 
comity copjlfU|i3 4^(^ |)|an3^> and the popuk^tioD^bj 
the Census of 1821,, W' includipg the .city,' was 
277,417, , .. I, ,., :, 

OWNEYPEG*. .; . 
This barony formstheN.E.boUkidaiy of the County, 
andcontains but two parishes, viz. Abington, a recto- 
i ry, and Tough Ishnd, areotoiy and vicarage divided^ 

f AbingtOb, ^tuated on the river Mulchaii*, is a 

small town about seven miles east of Limerick; 
I it has a church in good repair, with a glebe-house, 

and the parish contains 4348 acres. It was^ an- 
ciently called Woaej or Woth^ney. A Aimotis 
abbey waa founded here m the year 1199hyTfw^ 
bald FItswalter Butler, Loid of Canrick, head of 
the Ormond family, to whom, with Rantdph At 
Ghmville, John, son of Henry II. granted five cau- 
treds and a-half of land in the kingdom of Limerick 
or North Munster, part of which was Woney or 
Wotheney. This Theobald Pitzwalter was sister^^ 
son to St Thomas of Canterbury ♦ The abbey 

* When Jam«s Fitz Eustace, Viscouilt Baltip^laas,. had 
taken up arms with the Earl of Desmond and others, ibr the 
defence of the Catholic religion in the Jteign of fiU2ab«th> hJb 
wrote to the Eidl of Onae»d to oo.4>perat^ witb themi sAyingr 
" had not Uesaed Tbocuas of CanterlHiry died fer th# Chuicji 
of Rome, thou hadst neyer been Earl of Ormond ;" fyr, to ex- 
piate the murder of sidd Thomas, King Henry K. h|d> givefr lb 
his ancestors large possessions in Ormond. 
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was a daughter of that 6f Savigney of the same 
Cisterciati order m the diocese of Avrandies in 
Normandy. The Abbot of Wonej^ had the honour 
of being one of the Lords Spiritual, abd sat as such 
.in the House of Peers. One of the charges against 
the Deputy Lord Leouard <5ray, who was beheaded 
in the re!gu of Henry VHl. was, that lie had forced 
the Abbot of Woney to give £40 to preserve the 
abbey ttotn ruin. In Abington is a v^y pleasant 
residence of Lord Gloncuiry. Theatt ane two fairs 
held here annually on the ^dtib of Miq^/ abddlst 
of August ^' ' > ^ •? ^ ^ 

The parish of Tough liland, ih th^' union of 
Abington, is in the'diocese of Eml^; 'ktia'''6«rirtaih4 
XQ6T'^6t^ of hnd. In this parish, sittiktfe ^n the 
rit(6F'^3ili!&chair, "vtii^ tKe anciettt tnaiisioh^ of^' «he 
Hk^Ss fiAiiify, Wid also Tdwer-hiU, a fih^ h^tisfe tod 
d6mesn4 belbttgiiig'tb «ie Rev. Rf^kard Uoy^,'' 

' IM'tiaVbn^ is thte eastefn b6tmdafi^'ohht tJtiiillty; 
aiicfiJfeSi^inl ^ightpatishes;- ifll lh''tW-"dW<JKs!e df 

^t^idii 6H'H l-;j't.v,Ni.( !•.■>;:■.>., T '-iiil I" .V'ui. 'lIJoV/ 

* Pallas Gfein, which was formerly a corporate 
id^j,-^*WllfiU' 8oll^irtfe'chui'fel¥3s^ti3\V' sa'iD(j«3ti«d%- 
raple, viUaflse ; the parish is, a r^ctiry $nd'viCar- 

S?M*6fepLi!«6ricki feu*d^S Wi;iTS[;i*(toi«iri|)fMJitojf {• 
rrcMns^pSin4^6iiife='da'a>tt#fe!^#l^, ^'if 
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finQ Glcjif . ^ear t^e TiUa^ : is ^ a^ci^||^^I^, 
and the castlip of lOldufil T^^ ^I'^^^ajjas^c^ 
in Irish Kn^ck Greim^^Qti^i^^S^pxkyJd^ 
extensivoi and produces the nche}k^ p^^1;\^. ^ A^Jif!^' 
ing it is LJnfieid, the fine mi^igigp, ,pf^.^JFjjiiyp)^j^^ 
Esq. Thali part df the hill ne£^'/|;ie ^^ft^9^,)9^^0)[pfv^^.. 
with wooc^ throu^ which is seen a magnificent 
rock of ih^ basaltic kind^ coqsisfiinj; lof ;p^n^ V^^ 
of great heigl^t closely connected, j!]^he,/f^,,yifl^l§ , 
of Linfield was formerly ^^ranted toj, S^j^/^^^ilUaflj^ 
King of Kilpeaccto, in this co\)p^, ^d^^t^ l^ll^P^ , 
to his representative, Edw^d Villiers, Esq. In 
this parish; also is Derk,. t|i^ Jfendspo^^.j resi- 
dence ofj Heffernan Considin?, ;^^.^^^ ]Fi;<j^jj|^ejk ^ 
there is> chiming view of ft rifih^.^ ^/Jj^tinjJ,^ 
country as, far as the celqljrat^d R9<||^'/^f|j|,9¥^j 
and also of the Craltee n^ou^tftUw^^^jI^;?^^ 
is the ,old road j)y wliich IJJing ^AJriJljap,j^^aygh£4^^ 
from Golden-bridge to the siege of Limerick. 

Bailinaqlogh s^nd DoUards^wni^^a^ |u;^^ei;)^^ a^ 
vican^ge, ^ one of th^ paris|^?.^l)|cl}^,/5ppstit^^^^ 
the corp? Cjf t^^eiA^bdeaQp^ry ,o^JEml^^,. Jt. ^^ 
mUesI^,.,'W^ ftpw, Tipperajy,.4nd.cof}f^i^ Wk^^h. 
Near t^i^ as Doon, a rectory entire, b?ipg the 
corps of the prebend thereof^ it is a snaall^ village, 
and has a church and tower. At s^e distance from 
the churchis tjie glebi^-hovifte^ ij^jj^h,. a^.glebg ,pjf ^.^,, 
acresj) whic^ Iws l^eep yery much improved by the 
present incumbent, the^ ^y* , Charles^ Cogte./^ In^ 
this church was buyied t^iefappus Eamqn a Chnoic^^^ 
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or Bdmoad of the Hill, s^ detebrated outlaw named 
CRyan, who forferted'his*^iif6)fi4t^ Ih the civU 
wars of Ireland/ *^ Itr tfiiji Jikri^^aho IsTc^matihe, 
the* handsome tebfddrice of ' ' '"''' ' -^JtfarslialJ Esq. 
whet^'wks formerly a monastery of Whfih nd^men- 
tion i^ made in the Chief feem^raferanifer^ oftide ; ' 
but Archdall fetdtes that' an ?n<5[UEsiti6ii taketi the ' 
8th of i March, 21st of Queen Eli^abetti^ finds that 
the tectory of Uregare in the diocese of LinJeriok, 
annual value 20s. was appropriated to the Abbot of 
this 'monastery, who was also patron of the vica- ' 
ra^e. In ' this parish was i^ituated Bilboa-House, 
once the magnificent seat of Colonel Wilson; it 
was entirely built of brick brought from' Holland, 
the grounds arOund 'Were finely wooded, but the 
timber was cut down aiid sold some years agb by 
Lord R6QS, who married the daughter and sole hei* 
reaa of the late Edward Walter WAsoii, E^q. of 
Bilboa. 

To thesouth eastof ttiis parish is tJUoe, a vicarage 
valued in the King's books at £2 Is. aild contains* 
ing 3647 acres. It possesses ho church oirglebe- 
houspy and according to the Ecclesiastical Report, 
the benefice is too small to afford comfort to a resi- 
dent ihcumbent. l^ear the village of Ulloe are the 
ruins of an old church and castle, and at a short 
distance are to be seen the ruins of Ballyneety cas-* 
tie on a little hill where Sarsfield, Lord Lucan, blew 
.up the cannon destined for the sie^ of Limerick by 
King William IIL In this parish is the handsomer 

2 L 
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mansion of Thomas Lloyd^ lEsq, and Newtown 
Ellard^ . the ancient seat of the family of that 
name ; and near tlie village of Cullen^ in tl^e county 
of Tipperary, at)oiit a mile south of Ulloe, is the ce- 
lebrated bog in which the relics of antiquity noticed 
by Governor Pownal, Dr. Campbell^ and Qeneral 
Vallancey were found. . ^^ 

The vicarage of Templebr^din, W. S. ^. of 
Uiloe, is one of the paris|ies whicti. (x>nstitvte the 
union of Grein, and containf JOji^- acre§. To 
the N. E. of Teniplebradin, li^ the, vicarage of 
Tough Cluggin^in the umoA'Of CuUi^n. , 

Kiltedy is the most S. W, parish in this barooy ; 
it is a riectory and vicarage^ containing 13&^ acres, 
and 18 pne of the pariah^^s vhjc^ cc^stitute^t^e^corps 
of tlie Precentorship of Em)y« . A .^iej^i ^e}jj. ob 
the 1st of February near the viltage of Kilteely, 
where the Knights Templars oncfi J)ajd,|| ;f;hureh, 
of whifihno vestiges remain. ,^ ^ , 

The barony of Coonagh consists of very rich 
land, some arable, but the greater part pasture, e^ief- 
ly covered with dairy cows. It possesses noendowed 
school, charitable institution, or manufactory of any 
description* 

Cli^NWII^LIAM. ,,\ /,' .. 

Is the most northern barony of the cou|jty», and 
contains twelve parishes. , ' 

Carrickparson or Willestown, a rectory and yi- 
carage, is valued in the King's books at 6s, 8d. 
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sterling, and is one of the parishes whieh Constitute 
the uiiioa of Cahirconlish. It is in the diocese of 
Emly, four miles S. E. of Limerick, contains 602 
acres, and has the remailis of an old church and a 
burying place. Between this parish and Cahirftarry, 
lies an extensive bog belonging to different proprier 
tors. 

Ballybrood^ a rectory and vicarage, is one of the 
parishes which constitute tbe corps of the Pr^cen- 
torship of Emly, and contains 846 acres. In the 
village of Bally l>rood fairs are holden on the 12th 
of June, and 1 1th of October. There is a hand- 
some church and glebe-hdus6 here with suitable 
offices built by the present incumbent^ the Rev, 
Greorge Madder. Adjoining the church is the fami- 
ly mansion of Thomas Frend Maunsell Esq.^ and 
about a mileinTest of tbxt village ik Cahertine^house 
afad demesne, belonging to ^'WIlliam Gabbett, Esq. 

Glonkeen, k rectory entire, is one of the parishes 
which constitute the Archbishop of Casbel's mensaK 
It contains 1060'acrels, and is four miles S. S; East 
of Castl6f Coring. 

* Tbe l^skiiinsells are an ancient family in this county, for we 
And that Richard Maunsell, representative in parliament for 
the city of Limerick in 1741, was grandson to Colonel Rich- 
ard Maunsell, who so gallantly defended the castle of Mocollop 
in the county of Waterford, against Cromweirs forces in 1650, 
as mentioned in the inscription on the tomb-stone in the church- 
yard there. His picture, with that of his wife and some arti- 
cles of military stores, were lately discovered in a closet artful- 
ly concealed, in the castlQ* of MocoUpp^.by Doctor Drew, 
the pos^es^r of that anoif[tit mans^n. , 
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DrvoaJaeen^yV/a iTeiloityrrenttr^^ hnittd * to-' ttie eh^ 

^iaar£[gelo(l!BriyrDabl(ighv'''fi/rnfi8 itb€i:>€0#ps.«df the 

King's boQHsial['>J65.B&)rOd/ steflmgJ' vSBfib. piu%h 
xi(xDiMhs ^4^'^h(s6i^ihvib i4ii0re, ii fbaiktcfaateh^ or 
'gkbeMbfante.l Ola^thife 'pwidb^WsoruMtodled IBrom* 

^^eod, :eiKigure: steing indioatioptndffatd lorii9^< con* 
«eij[i^ce» 'whMf it ^as n the < ^vtMpvmTof , jfari ^ an^ 
ctmtifaxhily of( the Bdmbes/of )Dh»illieeii.« i^Op- 
poaite (to Dromkec^i^iDuseiBrefi tb^^iivHUd e£fhd old 
chal«hi^a^d;oll a Ublet ifftfeiiad in 6n6X)l)tha walls 
is'thevfoUaii^giiiskFiptkm:-*^ tr - U iMWr o 

< ' ' 'Thta dbttrdi vrtLS repaired in ITtt fey tihe fi!cV. ttfckof & Biiirg, 
iimlBlsbiypf <a Airdagh^ befdg the b^iiA-i^lMi df^ift^iffiidiily 
'fifj^m, fma inanemotm). His finNf > iK«» jriraa I bulrie^i ibei» fin 

: Tboomi Smyth who waSi cdosecraled^ B$!ihop of 
liiwinekozi I«(9S, ftiiitern^ -^gt^' g«ki<}Altti;e3if' ' to 

01 •-><.!> \: -:. •» •:. ' ■ 5 / '., .• v-:>nfti5i^ *'' 

T y^W'?"* Bp^?^^® ^^ Pfomkeen woiB ^ix^rriisd in &e r^igpi of 

"CnariesT.^iothe daughter ofMackieogn of ClonKeen, now cal- 

^fedtRS^eMl^iaili three m^es 'of Limefiet^'wfib li^Stf m^^fiM- 

M^m^^^Ti^W iPi^tle.TflQf op the riflr«r;,«Hri«ir*ai>a^«W 

jBourk^^of, Ballynjugwrd, Bpiirke qf ,Ki8^p|>pifi^^g§f^y of 

Knoctaney^ and Grady of Hock's-borough were aUmarriecl to 

< ih^ difagfetei's of lie ' libdve' MacTkeog^, whose pibopert!^ wHlch 

teraftrffil ift V74^l9f, £<DOO'penantmmi.*wfta finrftilled^fh Ch)m^ 

well's time for the loyalty of the^CjipiUjf t<?,.C}ha^^ At that 

tinx^ there was not a gentleman livine: from ]6allYnafiruard tq 

yTJnen's-bridge, but a Bpurke, except Hyn^s of CahirpUy 

'pintle and C?Ian(jhyi5^ Bally voriiee^^^ ' .'.^ . 
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the pfeseftt Lord Viitjouiit GoTt,i w« fiteroiftd to 
Dorothea, daughter'Uf the abov^ Btehop^Bwrg, by 
Maria, ^ daaghtbr ef William^ KingtahlllJ Iteq. fShe 
died in STri^aad itnaislKiried'in' the vaalt erected by 
KshopSfliyth in St. Miindiin^^ ch«reh. • >V 
» ' CahirfeonJish isa'viiarageiDthe^dictofedeef iinly, 
va^ed in the King's books at £8 Ob. 9d. sterling, and 
united ftgr^Aetof^GoUacil in 1701 to therectoiy and 
-vican^ <»rOanridEp8tf80n and the viearage of Imd- 
denbeg. t. Tfaisi pMish contmns 4334 acres. Gahir- 
conlishr i9 dUnacted 'teven milte S. E. of lamerick, 
and' ha» foiif'amiJtiah&ifB, holden on the 1 6th of 
May,Beth<of ^AagdB^'l^nh of Ootober and '5th of 
December. It is at fwesent a liMige but ^ot Mtery 
thrivkig yI}1%^ tbougk^k was ouce a walled town, 
\£C»lltiaiDg Xoas iGastles^ and ai^ exiteftsiw^^ifii^Heg^, 
<tiiefiit«t)f#hiGli 0«tiil called '^ the College Fi«ld.*' 
The foundation of this seminary, and of a sti'ong 
gateway tfiat led iato the town were to beseeb not 
long sineew ia the village is a very handsome church 
with a fine steeple. Within the church and close to 
the communion table is a monument of the Gabbett 
familya.9^cl ia tjbie chancel there is a monument of 
ithe ^Bourfees, now occupied by the Wilson family, 
'the presetit proprietors. It is in basso relievo, and 
on tbe topi^a representation of the Crucifixion, 
with; die arms of the Bourkes between the lines of 
the foUdwing inscription : 

Hunc' tumulum Theobaldus Bourke> sibi et uxori sus Slany ; 
'Brien fieri-r^Bourke odsum eobolis Carolina sanguine tincta 
At(|ue Brianorom, AnnoDomini> 1441. 
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The glebe-house is Mtiiated about a mile from the 
village. The glebe has bten beautifully and tasteful- 
1/ planted by the present iricumbent, the Rev. Rich- 
ard Cox* Near theliouse ii^ thfe eastlfeiof Carrigi* 
farrioylaor 0?FijrrfelPs R6ok. Tfte O^Dalys >eie 
ita last mbaUtant^ blitit ws!^ built by the &otitIres ; 
and near it is ullne (Ad fortfess ealled ChocsiTstoa- 
chuisleaany<tf the Old HiU 6F tlie Ga^l^; dSdjoii^ih^ 
which is- the resideaee of Bettjamin Fr^d^, Esq. 

Cafairconlish-hoasei situated meat the ^Ual^, was 
built a few ye^sM ance by ^h* firfe^nt 'Major "Wil- 
son,* the old family ihatisionhaVing gohe'to d^cdy. 
It is a veiy magnificeat structure containing mauy 
spacious apartments ; and the grounds which rise 
boldly in front are finely planted ^th different kinds 
of ornamental and fore^ trees. Oh the 7th of Aiig. 
1690, King Wiliiam III. encamped at Cahurconlish 
on his march to the aicige 4^f liaaerick^ is did Ge- 

* The Vfifaon fkmily claims great antic^ttity. From tlie "^Cir(h 
nicaJudidalie^ we leafn^ that W, Wilson was both chancel- 
lor and chaplain to William the Con(j[uerbr, and that his family 
Benlednt BItoh ini Yotte^fre. Coli^nel ^ Ralph Wlty^n was 
the fif8««ftbis famUy who came of«r to Ireland duriojftte 
troubles betwe^i Charles I. and the Parliament He was one 
of the officers who signed the Declaration published at Cork in 
1699, pfe^its 16 the restoration of Charles It. ]^e iia'd' ^is^ 
del»eittttifeMrotte4Kiitfin thfgt eotinty» of which Gahirfionlisfa 
was the principal part» together with Bobar, Kisfalclmijrl:, Lios- 
mullane, Tiervoe, Jochtarack, &c. &c. All these lands were 
aflerwards confirined to hini by a<it of settlement, and they are 
inserted iti tHe paietitnow in the possession' of tils descehdioit, 
the pteseiit Major Waii&m Wilson of Cahirednlish. * ' " 
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oer4l Qinkl^ in the follomng f^rir. . la tb^ palish of 
Cahircoalish is situated t,he ca^l^ aC Britteson the 
Mulchair, built by the Bourkes^ I^orfJi^yOf Britlas.* 
Inch $t. Lawrence ov I^^rt I^wr^ioe^ lies to the 
W^ pf ^rJ^irocmUsh. It is a D^cjUiry.^ad viawrage 
endo.vve^ v,,^^. rectory being the coirps of tha pre- 
bend thpi;eof.\9.T^«e4 in the K?ng*s books at £5 Is. 
aterl, a^d ,oC it jt^e Archbishop of Cashelispreben*- 
dary without cur^ of souls. The vtoarage is valued 
in the King's books at i£Ms, 04* sterl. and having 
be^aunjited ;^ a period to which ^o r^ord leftshee, to 

* We learn, from Pacala Hibemica, that the Ix)rd President 
Carets, aftei: taking Loughgur, marched his forces into Clan- 
wiUiaiDb wb6re( John'Bourke^ half brother to Plen^ Lacy of 
Bni^,^^|i^i^palaaania oppostogtbepisesMeati ^el9tlmrd tbftt 
be would submit, but&shescruptodto t^etl^oathiof^le-^ 
giim^f!^ Sir George refused to see him ; however, he was im- 
portanMlbyAeteuB of £burke's mother and othiE;r^, iCnd as 
he waft married to a danghter of Sir George Thornton, h<e was 
receit^ji i>|tto &vo|ur. W^te'a AfS. p^ 57. tM^jTiUiatr fhlii. JtiMli 
Bourke lord of Brittas, in the county of Lim^riek, .wa« after- 
wards, by order of Lord Mountjoy, tried in Limerick for high 
treaflkoji^ ^?i Vf^7» ^^^ beipg so strongly attarhed to-bts veligiaa 
thi^^l^^.;r^i^se4.fio fckwwledge tlif^ King's mi^preiaaieyj^/bo . 
was sl^teQPj^ to death by the lord deputy*; oM «iceQ(U«cl^ 
his remaios were intered in St. John's church iajtbpJli.city,^^ 
On tl^e g^fjb of: Jaly^ 1^18, Tbeobakl de Bu^» aiselatiire^ 
of the tfbpy^, Jpl>n Bourke». who aii«ned;a jdwgh^^K pf fb^ iEnri 
of Inphiqup, was tgain created Baroi^ of Bntta# t>y li^n^s L . 
but he and the Lord Castle Connell being in the rebellion of 
1641, were attainted and fted to France. f)n the accession of 
King James II. to the crown; th^ w^^. rest«rod>to Uifir «anf 
tates which thfiy b|»d forF^i^d. ^\i\ at tb« J^v<4int¥%o£ )^S6^ 
they were again attainted and lost their properties.. 
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the rectories and vicarages pf Bapybrood» Listeely or 
Kilteely, and R^thjordao/aad Che^ eodre rectory of 
I^scormuck^ constitute the corps of the precentor* 
ship of EmljjTy which is valued u) the King^s l>opks 
at £2 I3s, 4(1. tsert, Lawrence b fa the/diocesiQ of 
Emiy, isix mues S. JBiast froni Luuenck.^ and con- 
tarns 507 acres, la this [^ish is a Imryin^ pia(^ 
walled in. within wl^ich i^ ttie parish 'chapel. Tnere 
are also the nws of an old churchy and in the faudst 
of the graves a deep well, the water of which is sup- 
posed to be a speQi&p %. drnmiif^f^/H^ntk^ iMrfRels. 
Near this well is a spa, which 4s <Baid''to''be 
equally available for liVei* or scoSrbtttic kiflte"^fc61ls. 
On a hiU adjqining jUhe .chuTjC^-jrM.. f&3y^^ 
ruined oastle of Qn^asnd nbkk beloogedi foimerijff'tet 
the family of the Nunans, and b^yohd (he 'tM&oti 
an i^mineqce called Sgeahard or, the H^gk^usW^^ 
nn anoieiit jiatb. There is a ^stooaJeiedQ tk^SSi^ 
Park;tft^ Tesidence of Joseph 6abb^tt;£!^; ^iHHfK 
a number of stones are to be seen, son;ie ^yingii con- 
fusion, others in circles or direct lines. Iti^ir^n^k^ 
able that they are all round, and x>ne large stone, 
detached Itotd the rest, stands erect, wMch liied)stires 
nin^ jfeet . in. height, nearly the V.aipe Jp^^g^^jij* 
and ia four fe^ thick on one side. n. . . / i .^ ni (^ 
Ltiddeiib^, S. 'W. of Inch St Lawreflee,' fe' « 
vicafa^e. con^M^ 66.0 iicres, valued in ''tKp'lupg s 
boobit Bi.i£d ^is. Q^.^ aterliiig, being! one.^of thfid^r^ 
rislies^ wMeh c«)n9(iMtef the oxiiOn' ^ OaHirdotoliBh^ 
In thb • parish ar^ ihe waMsof ah dM abb^y:''"niS' 
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the fottowa[|g;<^Q9fiirf viiltbis pM^^^' ^ " Theirs jnrcM9 a knight 
(sa^f^Mf^ew^fJ^) c^W pjarmj of Irish Wrt^ wbo^hfvyiijig^ 
served King Stephen in his Wars, got licence to repair to fcfis 
nd^e'coltj^ td^lk tiiii^^ilds, o^d[:wbeii kdtamcf int6 Ire-' 
loddy faRubigtelMme (oCiSt. 1^ 

ui)der gr^umljieBaw, strange sights, and making report thereof 
t8 Kk||«t4*a4 *^'oiltoed kl&en6lB h6iicefo«h'^HA' feacf 
atQ^ittbrie&fe ph^tjiibMbiA jaVu>:>of j£!ing Sl^difBtirtopfiui^ of 



den, an.abhey^f White Monks, where Gerya&iii^ became the 
first abooC^am where tSubert, a monlc', trained up tXwin in 

of .^r Thomas Browne of Hospital, and widow of Alexander 
FUteli^iji^-1^6ck'4iity ia^ tiiis ^tinty. Esq: >o\ ^Ifomlwe Wd 
Mary, who was marrie(^U)(€oiliMtd^i8ifi^ddrg«Jb'|^UBl^,ib^v 
i^i^ aU^»e^,/h€; igo^^%lw48 ?^ C^^alfef- .^^loffji^lvp^ fn- 
gdldsby^SQ.was granted Ball^bdoken castle; situate in the 
paiSsh "^bf tiiidcienbeg:, tb'gfetlier wi& a i^^y farge'' tih^ct^^ land' 
ai^rt4tid<itf : iihii'<)li6t{^^'fekiU "i^^^ rcl^i^^ ICbiUth^^li6lh>of 

large party ^oflbe^ Irish w^h9 caoQie out of liiineiiidc to plunder, 
• • 2 L ' ^ *'■ 
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to (he $. Is. of' Luclaenbeg, is a vicar- 
a{ 1 the Kmg^s books at £o Is. 03. ster- 

lii ag 905 ?icres. There is n6 church or 

glebe-house in this parish^ but the wafts of an old 

', •, ''••• '] '-^ .» :nu, 'W* . ii^,fj.-. ., )i It -...[... .. 
church are to be ^n. which is said to have been 

built by St. Ailbe or AJibeus, so eaurly as the daie 

of St,^ Patrick^ the ston^ wim which it is constructecl 

is similar to that with which tlie cathedral of |lmly 

was built«, It Qoatains many tombs )>eion^mfi: "to 

famili^ now. unknown, with inscri|)t;ioQS which are 

scarcely legible. Iii t|iis parish are two eitirtles; 

One ip the easteiti part is ixiuch dilajyid&tedi bAt tfate 

pthef, ^jfounded. by. th^ liyj^ V^toily, aitto ^^ 

in tl^ WestrOf ^he pmrisli, 

^om$^jfl(tect.liip V;y Mr. iSa 

|ive$ near it^ surrounded by s< 

. Ra,thjordaii^ a rectoiy ai 

Cahirelly to ^le S. E. is one 

constitute the l^efc^rilolftsliip 

36Q; fipf ^,s^. ^ }^^ this parish is 

la^ds^ be^qn^g to the Gab 

vicinity is a well, dedicated tc , ._ — ^ 

which js . nmch fr^quentea by d6v6t6&. , 

"kffledaboiittWeiity/atidii^i^^tted^e rest to %e<glitte|^]l^e 
city. 'jThe gaipisdn of Luoerick -^H to liiip and ieaa£st^ 
'some conditions of the neutrality wlrich vrek te^k^^Llltfl^ 
'goldsby. 'lA l^;n.1:iS^6ldiiiif^oim^ 
kiumedoti}Agy^^aBW^ .The 

Va^t prop^r^ Q '^9l^V ^^ ^^ pas^M^ ^vto tl^ btndb of 
'strangers. The late Ktiglriiigdidisby^lfttlM^ fa^ JfeifewnlMfcit 
by the female IMe dying ^thoM ^4t, k hitf bMl )>arc)] 
by Messrs. Callaghan of Cork^^and Kelly of Lknerick. 
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a^ m the diocese of KjWaloe, yaljied in the King's 
f^oQ^i jat; si jftAd fpmopdJAy united to the rectory 
anii vioarage of KUnegariff. The union contains 
ISfifSacres^ an4 has a*hew church,' btit no glebe- 
jhl^uiSe^'' ; '''■ \ ■'■'"'• : ' .'\v> -i ■- .' 

jlS^'iojjra 4)f Gai^fle Coniiett W bWasatntly 'iituated 
•QOr thft^iwfi5>^wiiopi within, s};^ jpijiep jof rLunerick, 

,,;^''^^c^^ ^tfiter'a) tew 
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qiieAt^ By tlW'g^ntW in ihe'Summer season, ft is 

a'cli'dlj^afeV'^d placed \iy Dr. R'utfy in the s^rne 

class with the German spa.* 

"^ AV'Citsfl^'d6tin^''are *e^bble'rainsr of ^ban- 

cient' cattle' sittiatedf'6n an emiitence i*hic4i wasbiice 

thfe sfeat o^ thV(yfil-kns; KTings of 'M*^^^^ ^^fhe 

gt^dsoh of Brien Boironihe i^ks mutifered fik:eij 

the Prince' of ^homond, who;' leavihg^^^ fdlWWirs 

at the opposite side of the Shannon/ wUs received 

with unsuspecting friendship ; they, KoweVe^i'caihe 

ovet in the night, surprized the ^andson'bf linen, 

put out his eyes, and miurdered him!''^tVtien'flie 

EWglish landed in Ireland this castle whs grahied to 

llichard de Burgo, Earl of tJls^r" k^owh t)y 'the 

'tiame of the Red Earl, on conditions W repauiDg 

'and' fortifying it, and from him it des6ende(i^^V 

•^Wiffiam de Burgo, the last Earf of tJlst^'df^lfat 

•fmiily; wh6 being murdered at\<j!arrt6i-drf-Sliir, 

'OnsHe Gonnell with all his other estat^s'iblibuld'Mve 



!»'. 



ft.. 



« < 



' The late Doctor Martin published, (m^ B8$A7^Qn,,C^i9tkfAn- 

nelt Spa, in which he agrees with Doctor Rutty, and states 

''tHat^fe water is of the same specific gravity with tfcat'of the 

, Germfoi^ Spa- It is of a ferruginous and fvitriiifwt'qiiBli^> <^ 

gallon pfp^ucing from twenty to thirty grains vif «^di8[)^«l»n(i 

the wa;ter deposits on the surrounding soU aaqphi^. ipolanred 

' rnaU^c which sparkles in a red hot c^ciblew and M uttraoted 

by the.magi;iel;i Tb^ water is found taopiitain,a fi<ip9K¥^^^ 

mixture of marine salt and absorb^^t earthy ^d^f^iprQved 

yery efScacious in scorbutic and bilious complaint^^^ adSections 

of the liver, jaundice, loss of appetite, wpims, &c. It » 

said iq be, peculiarly, adapted to those complaint^ where pre^r 

parations of steel are recommended by the physicians. 
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dqvolv^d on his daujght^i^ the .piKjhes)^ 9f, Ql^pnce, 
bflt it y^^ ^vithhel^l b^ cjolla^iral br^^ ,pj^.t}ie 

, Jhecas^tjl^ .w^ s9,3paciou^^^djth(9^^^t by 
.^li9ps. SP.jejwy, thpjjgh, bviit,o»,^?i.v^ry,jii^h^ 

|t|at a^(^j^r^f Jiorse Ijjts ^^e^9<^^l^^Jup in the h«^l. 
^lA.ft? y9^i{.ip.^ it. had a . 8trf)ug gy^isow Pf K^ 

^^f)^*p i(or^. On the I2th of Ai^gust tihc) 9ame 
. ..y^v, 1^^ William ^nt Brigadier Stuart to take.it. 
Jijt wcml4 Mye giv^ the English much trouble to 
jr^^j^^ it^^if tl^is governor^ Captain Bamwellj Jbad de- 

^fn^e^^^ proffeiflyi ; bpt he immediately surrendered 

ja^ (^s^^ojc^^ After the siege of Limerick h^ bef^n 
^^^ffti^ bj, ifl|ng A/^il^api it w^ agsua g^rrjspnpd^by 
'^^ me^ ^ but 9n the 29th of Aug|ist 1691, it, sijr- 
.^^^d^<ji t^ 7;M wder th^ cqmmsuid o^ ,^he 

^^.]^p^j;e^.^, j[I^sse^, a^ a siege of two dfiy^^ apd 
^*^^ f^d^ri^g it a strong hold^ ordered it to.be 
,^<^^|ij^nU^^ and blown up. The e^plqsion.wa^ so 

great that it shook the houses in Limerick and 

bn^ke i^c^eral windows. 

/ ^iCUbe|^ff is a rectory and vicarage^, ^^^ptt^ ^wo 

- ^^«'1NaifiiilB ae BufgO was created Baron 6f Castle Comiell, 
'ki.WMUlreiitlieiictf bf hi^ having defeated James Fitzgerald of 
Desmond^' #ho'had t>rotight the Spaniards to Kerry. De Burgo 
IkMOttsd^^ ConneH together with Bourke, Baron of Brittas, 
WJ^fttUdfttad^iniheRebelHon of 10^1. Chi Ki&g James's ac- 
cetnon to tbe^rown they wete ^restored to their estates ; but in 
1688 they were i^ain attainted and lost their properties. The 
present Sir John de Burgo and General Bourke of Thornvilje 
• are the present tepresentatives of that ancient fikmily.' 
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loiies Eaat. of., Castle^ Gonnd}^ and in the pariah 
13 Mouf|t ^el^r,^oonsi^re4 a v^y healthy pktce. 
Here th^re are 4^ome handsome cottages, and an ex- 
eellent sulphureous spring, famous for curmg several 
disorders. It is immediately an the elver ^anpon, 
aad separated from ttife <$6i!mty ^t^re ky O'Brien^s 
Bridga BetweiiS9.^*pi^Qiif^Gfis|L\^ is 

a traet of bog, a oims}demb1e^it j^f Wh^^h j^.ffs been 
fedaiiBedby1iiefiei^bou»iig.gcwtfe»ei|... .,,^ . , 
On tlie fotKl^A^ofu 4p#atl^40ouB6^ tp lifjpf^iek ,the 
sceneiy ih higldy.piiet)iiiesqffe,.t||b^.p^i;i9tfy 0|i,l;^th 
sides «f ihe ShaliiiOn:rb|Bit»g \K^^t^i^\f <iiffxm?ff^ 
vnlhiht ftkeSBMD^ieHp>fgyp.7ejs^ and par^s ^f t^^nobi- 
lity aild^^sjiti^, .wlittiatb/e c(ruifis,pf,,a9^ !^>^^ 
i^peiiK at idljorf^ to rpnifi^ if^. ^^^iii^9^^ 
impiitoimneBto;. ^*Ff^m.jtfr..Q':p^ t|fflf^ ^^^.^^ 
<heAei 4k^ cip u w^^er^ mf/f of *!lpie*,%f^ff^^f^ii8 

DoMMM^iTtiui) highly pmtm^oM daippsne^pfjjj^ 
Hugfaf Dilfana. Ma^y> ;Bart.i .^nd o^, t)ie J^j^^ick 
siite^iBrimoitt, the muah.adiQir^.re^de^ee of.l^ 
«as aeady^ fiat|, »ij«imiti«e,<|^e;^j^e .^l^^ 
iRighfcHaiL iX^)d Mmqi ; . iDAwQl^ Sta^ .4^^ 
M^ertiaxifl ifc«fcte/*ert iff jfce EM>9f.QS^ is 

daiice <Kfr Jlla^r.lftubmlV^c^^ 
t^0MB)iaiidtwi41v)^§nteA ^Wk§bjtbri)S|gJ^»Ju^^ 
aMan9ilr/is.4fif^($p T^^ t©i^*^;s4rf,J^iiga^^ 
thoseoptr* shillltalM/;|itoti»^r,i|otiflft#i jftgr dfg^ 
of the environs of the city. 
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Itt the bbrOny of ptaqwittiam W^ paistiire &r 
exceeds the arable groiiiid/ anii'^tliere kre large 
Inadts of bog at CaherHne', datiWobfisH^'aiid Around 
CatleConA " -^-^ -a; ^^^k ........ .i=. .. . 

THis" barbny c6ntaitte^«tHWeett parishes, and 
accordix)^t6"the Ecbleisiasticsll Survey, the parish of 
Fedamore/^uated-ii^ (he 'North West, cootldns 
4,50Gl ^bl^.' It is ^ vlca^*age in theilioceae of Li- 
metick, Pitied in tfie Kmg^s booktr at £6 Is. Od. 
sterithj^, ihd Was episcbpally united at a yetyvemote 
period tti ihe vicarage of Gtaiogra ; a^d the rectorial 
tyt^es', wliltfa are in the hands of a layman, bebng to 
tlie/ Vieare Ctiorat of Dublin. Tlie vittage of iPeda- 
mote ^i^ sifu^ted m k hill^ about a mile t^ <ihe West 
of iSk-iiiile-bridge, whict^' belongs to thk paisak 
A' gV^b^^ouse was' lately built, ' aii4 Mar it is .the 
cffrurbh^ 'Whldi' is rery smaB and unbrbaniieoted 
Tl^;^]pnhi^s ifa the umovi aire co»t%u<m8^ but ea6h 
isW'/si»^'ti>'aJa%>hl comfit t^ tfn inaaonbent 
T^ laiiid ^^In ^erid good; iaiid there is a'vasC qaaA- 
tify dp ffll^ge <tf'<iVery kind. A fine bo^ of 400 
"iK^^Wbttg^ tcl fhe dff&renl iarided ipropiiebiffis 
ithi^ ^aIBbA^ Ain^und it, - nftm^y Mt. €roker, 
«fe^s^.^^{tila|Ki» aiid'^ KeBy^^ Mr. (VCS^n^y. A>f 
Q)m^^hdfAEgi^mm% 9^^ this 

4>dg48 ¥4!t^ iAfiatis^n% not' ohjylfO'* theteBaotey 
'Okr 4hMe' ektMes^' but' to» nri^' i>iaiers ^iivto.'«Mtee 
'sereo <or e^bt miles to .purchasel turf. Die river 
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Comogue overflows a great part of the low grounds 
for nearly s?* hlonftii iil'they^. * 

Id' this pari^ itf'&%i»gtaiu^;''th4 Ws^lof 
Edward Croker, Esq. ' Thfe <i[emekAe ifMitaliis^&ore 
than <700 ai^s of: excelieiit: hhd well inci8te(i and 
finely wooded, which, witli the maiiy^ extensive 
plantations lately made in the'most'^ju^dlciotis man- 
ner, together with the richness dnd fertititjf-^of *the 
soil, renders it one of the nibst" valdabl^ ^^ W- 
mu*ed residences in the county. " Tlbe^'hdtksfe W 
built by the late Mr. Croker, nearly oA^thls kite 
of an' old'casUe, and in th^ rere 'ii'^'^^t'^ Be 
range of offices. Tihe extenislfe 1iwi4['f6lWi^'i 
gentle i^Iope in front, contains sbme '6f1;hbiilfi^st 
beed), ^m, oak, and ash treed iii the lth^dbfal^''&d 
On its summit is a laj^ge plantatbh ^6ftry^s' (dMHg^s 
kinds. Within view of the house is' WSKaliteilli^ 
Castle, a plain square building de^tiiiiltb of '6ittw($i'^^ 
Of fortifications, which is geheratfy the c^'^iWtR 
most similar structures in this c6nAi^i^'^^^^M 
usually erected on bold rocky hllfe^ br '8ti't6tafe'(8rjr 
spdt^ in marshy grounds, and' surrouM^d^\fc^tn "a 
mcirais' whicSh renders theni alii6str'ftia8^4si#fe. 
NeafBaHyri^guard is the Mil of Kjid<jKfifclr,HHHfch 
appears to haVe been viery sfrongfj^ ftiHSfeed,* w^fl 
it are still to be seen the retedin^ 'df M?qti^^ittd 
round buiidingSy encircled ! in the nsualvOiRAe^l^y 
a deep bat dry fosse V fe* 'krotnid the ^ttifirefihiH* 
a strong rampari; of earthaiicl stone. I/t^qtifimtity 
of human bones have been dug up here, and some 
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of this hill and Cahinw^alji^^ i^ f, .y,^^^P,fl[|,o,^ 

^M!f\%^ti^.'>?^*'^i<*f ^,4paciquif ojd churc,!?, near 
which ,ar^ji^apj^3<^^^e.piecp^^.of|forti^catiiOD, simi- 
lar to thpse.jiyp?^ yilhich.poc^prPlot .^piljes toi the 

^Jt^jS^fJ9^^ f#p^ W. Wsh C4Jrjnfl^,.jB9 <fA^rf 
7V^»^,or 1^^ Ifiock of theFiifstFu^. , A9 it,,ia,s^ti;- 
ajte;^ ng^^the^ij^d^pf the ch«un of hill& ab.<^vf poii^])- 
^9{9ejJ^anc((ja»f|)e^eepJrqB^ mo^t oftheij^ it.is^^- 
)!>j^^l& tj^^ %st sigp^l wa^ given froD^ this, to the d^f- 
Cers^^^^^o^s ^oi^kI it, and t^t from-t^iSi^qirt^qflit. 
^^^ jljfe^eiv^d.its fl^e. WUliai»s^9,vfp .^^^p 
^i^4.fM>^7f ^^p built by on« of the,, i(ovyji,e§, 
t^j^^fl^^wUJi.^f^t OJp.th^8Ue.ojf which tif»,l\9^,^f 

^.^4J(>4Ri^[g |hf| dem^ne of Ballynaguar^ is Iffjc^., 
^^n^(5^tie,.f^tu^<J tp the West.of tbe,jB(u|?U9.^j|4 
^^^t4{i^ric]^,|Q.Cpr,k } and south of tl^e (^$1^,^^ 

an^j/^ej,ijii\p8, p^Rpplptown cl^urch. Tw^ qj^^ 
%flf>?^1^8...fips^?nt<^ tf^e .right ig Grapg,Q,„ t^^.^W 

»Rf»to.flfilfi^ ^3 .y,ejy. sp.a9iop, .apd^jco^t^i^s^j^jj 
f^^D^Tis f^Hec^on of .valuable books; ,. ,[t^e, ein|- 

I' «* JftiMtfllJ ci>«at4d Dttbiaiiik Roiebd, son of Jittdata «^ t(d^«) 

o^*Sm«?iej^t hoflse ofF^moy, Vi8C0YntjCahiravahalla^for,hi^ 
and nu 'lamily's attachment to ibe house or Stuarfi' and aKo 
MitMedf tki' himr thbse^Iinds wblcb^ere' tionflMUMbditiyiOfi)^ 
well. His grandson was the late Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 

2 M 
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nence on which it is situated is vrA\ plant- 
ed, and slopes down to the river Commogae, 
which forms here a large sheet of water, along whose 
bank an excellent gravd-walk leads to a handsome 
shrubbery, from whence a fine cascade is discerned 
through the surrounding foliage : slumps of trees 
ornament the lawn, a little to the westward of which 
is the hill of Skule, thickly planted. Tlie old man- 
sion house, with its fine deer park, is now become 
the property of the Count de Salts, by the death of 
the late proprietor Standish CKGrady, Esq. who was 
brother-in-law to the present Lord Harberton. Be- 
yond the village of Grange, close to the public toad 
from Limerick to Cork, on Ihe left, ane three carioos 
stone circles. The first is forty-five yards in diame- 
ter, and consists at present of sixty-five large upright 
stones, but there were formerly many more. One 
of these stones is thirteen feet high, seven feet broad, 
and four feet thick. The entire circle is surroundel 
by a sloping bank about twelve feet in breadlii, and 
ax in height At a short distance to the N. of this 
is another circle fifty y^rds in diameter, consisting of 
seventy-two smaller stones standing, and a littie to 
the £!. , a third, which is but seventeen yaxds in dia- 
meter, and eomposed of fifteen large rocks standing 
erect. A few yards to the E. of these is a farge stone 
lying flat^ seven feet and a half in length, six in 
height, and four aad a half in breadth, wUch is 
generally supposed to have been the altar forjw- 
crifice. 
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About a mile S. W. of Fedamore is Cloch na 
Mouach or Monk^s Stone, where are the remains of 
some ancient buildings^ but of their date or founder 
we have no. trace. . In the aorthera part of the 
parish is FriarstowA, ,tUe old residency of the Hunt 
family, ne^r whiQh the present Vere Hunt;» Esq. has 
built a v(?ry handsome house* In its neighbourhood, 
are th^ ,finp iremains of an ancjient abbey, *^ embo- 
somed, higU. in. tufted trees:" founder not known. 
C|n^he.i^uo^mit.ofFriarstown hiU, looking a little to 
the l/JT. is ^ large P&q or fort, and on the E. side^ 
the walls .of ^h2pf4?on^e abbey, no mention of which 
is m^dejii;i.fny of our Monasticons.^ 

Gl^^gra parish is divided from that of Fedamore 
ou,il^?l,S, by th^ river Commogue, over which therie 
is, ^>gpj94 .l^ridgp. with three arches* It is a vicarage 
iqjjftie (^ipqi^s^ of Limerick, containing 2013 acres, 
vft\uf^iin, ^p If^ing's books at £1 sterling- F4r^ are 
hoJ^<^^.l^fire Quthe 31st of May, and 28tl;^ o(,Oqto- 
fr(5f^ ^pPiI;ve,fiaaitl€;qf Glenogra, surrounded by. a high 
a^4 f^i'^^g. ^^> ^^ situated on the baipk^ of tbie 
Cp«}ffl9Sfte.. , In. the year 1600, Pierce ^I^cy, of 

* The late Mr. Hunt, of Friarstown, having employed his 
woi4!ni^ii to reibote some loose stones that wtsif^ ik 'the hiAe, 
iha^di&QOvejBiid a sxaooUi flag, which he efti>3ed Mo.be rtaikfin 
up^ .a^d in a hol^w under it he found a larg^ earth.en cr9ckA 
covered with another flag, which he expected to find filled 
wilh'nioney, as it was generally supposed that much treasttre 
had Wty1>uikd i]» many abbies at tteif^sttppi-asitioi^: ^crf 
to feif.j^e^ disappointment, after taking off the.<?ctFer>it proved 
fo be empty, which' led him to conjecture that some person ac- 
qnainted with the secret had robbed it of its contents. ' ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



Briiftifhei 
dereii the i 
cnier, ]Vj.as 
Seigniory^ 
KnocKane^ 
asseuiDle'l 
tions of th 
of an ola a 
mation. J 

House, the property of the Chief Baron, whJfcft' 
is situated in a valley nearly surrounded wtth iikmg 
grounds, and the approach is' through a^siHfij^t' 
avenue of ancient ash and elms, abbut a' nittb'^H 
length. Here are some very fine ever-greenS,* dJd 
other curious trees, particularly the Cedar '6f!Ei^ba- 
lion. The park is well stocked with deeR' an<!lf 'fli^ 
demesne is considered one of the mostititereffidg^in 
tlie county, for the Raths and other i-emiains olfyM- 
quity which it contains. \ ^aa.Mhuwun 

' Kilpeacon, a rectory entire in the iiioc^se ^S(T1- 
merick, joins Fedamore on the Nl ; it' was ^rift^cf 4t 
a period pr;or to any existing record*, to the' enure 
rectory of Hackneys or Cregane, and tijr !ALet^ of 
CouQcil in. 1803, to the vicarage of Knocknegaul, 
in the Liberties of Limerick, being the corps of the 
prebend thereof, which is valued in the King's 
boqiqs at jUO Ids. 4d. Irish money, iand qohkiins 
177,7 acrefi* , Ajt Kilpeacon is a very fine church, 
ornamented with a handsome tower, and there' is 
a glebe-boiise not far from the church, about 
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five miles and a quarter from Limerick. The pa- 
rishes of Knockpegaul and KUpeacon are contigu- 
ous ^ but that of Hackne^rs is a^boiit eight miles 
distance from them. According to' the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Report the ben^ces of Kilpes^con and Knock- 
pegaul arev separately, too small to aftbrd the means 
of comfort to a residept incumbent. Within the 
church is a fine marble monument to the memory 
of Sir William King, Knt. with a long Latin inscrip- 
tion.* 

The ancient demesne of Kilpeacon was nobly 
planted with ash, oak and elm, many of which still 
remain^ and the park was well stocked with deer. 
The castie which was lately pulled down by the 
present proprietor^ stood near the churchy and Ad- 
joining the oastie was the fine old mansion of Sir 
William King, which, together with the greater 
part of its rich furniture and fine library, was burnt 
down about fifty years ago by accident in the life 
time of the late Edward Villiers, Esq. of Kjlpeacon^ 
to whom it then belonged. Sir William King together 
with Robert Oliver, Esq. represented this county in 
Parliament in 1 66 L He was Mayor of Limerick in 

* Sir William King married Barbara^ daughter of Doctor 
John Boyle, Bishop of Cork, and widow of Sir John Brown, of 
Hospital, who was killed in a duel about the year 1641 : by 
whom haying no male issue, his property descended to* both 
his grand nephews in succession. Richard and'Edward Yil- 
liers, Esqrs. who dying without issue, it became the property 
of their nephew, Joseph Crips of Edwardstown, Esq. who took 
the name of Villiers, and from him it descended to his grands 
son, the present Edward Villiers, Esq. 



Digitized by 



Google 



90S CQU^i^nr OF, LimVICi^* 

1665, in vAkith yeair he Qfitartanieds andladg&d the 
0ake of Oimond, Jthen JLord lieuteBont of Iker 
taiid, who Tisited Limerick acaompanied by oia^ 
Hy of the Nobitky. In 1600 he wacs tgatmiiQi 
of Limerick^ and tbefe^imade piboMr by the MskL; 
but having escaped^ he gate thft Engbsh ndajf^ 
then besieging it, nmdi usefid infoiiBailiiHkv^^ 

Edward Yilliers, Esq-, the present propri^er; has 
built a noble mansion near the site of the old^hoose; 
In its vicinity is a place called BawnacAmnika^ 
or the Camp^field, in which are some Ratfasf 'and dv- 
cular fortifications.^ On; the dammit o& iOreen/hill 
in this parish, is a very large Rath or DtAny about 
SAO feet in circum^ence, and from K te 20 feel 
h%h| white on the fiat ground are many of th^^es- 
cription denominated a Lios, or forl^ioatioik of 
the second sort, which is formed by the earth imhg 
thrown up from the surrounding tcenob, Thj^y are 
all within call of each other, and it is eonjec^ufed 
that a chain of these fortifications was >^arried on to 
Limerick, which was the principal stattion of the 
Danes from the ninth to the eleventh century. The 
signal given from Limerick could be ^asily.^se^n at 
those elevated poi^t6, and from thenc<^conveiyedfc9 
others more distant 



* In 4ie sumn^r of i. peasant whilst tcencbmg jkv 

tatpes on the lands of £ jiji ibund a goldeu crown j^ti^e 

form of a Wge oyster i weig]^ 5i ounces^ ape!, w^ 

P9ld to, a^ldsmith, in \ bjr Mr. Villi^^^ for sixteen 



pounds sterling, which „ j to the poor man. 



-y.-'ib^s A- 
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CAvtootAey is a viaatfage in tlradiwiwie of Emly^ 
valiied m theKijig*s books ^t £3' Is. (Odl aterLjEHKt 
epxBCopiJIy miited in 17^ to tfce'isnnattvkamge.of 
KoioallaDe^j the tinio^ cootains . abdut 1400 sicres. 
Tfeesd iai'u good chordhf^ here^ and a handsome 
g}cbe^hdiisle, built under 1)ie directioa ^f the late 
Archbrskop of OashBl^ xm a glebe of isevea acres^ 
sitdated oa tiie town lands of Ballb^ola in the 
noftbfifrn^xlreiliitj of the paaisb, and on the fiver 
Commt>gue W%ic!i "separates it Ifrom Eocheatown 

aud Oahiri*jr,t 

: AismsSlistream that rmts into the Gonimogue^ .M 
a sdiOTt dfcitance ifvoin the ^^>e ^f BalUngook, on 
the N; Wi dwides the Diocese <rfCa^hel from ihd^ 

* Near the churcli is a handsome monument belonging to the 
Croker fanrify/'with the fotlemisg insciiption : 

ges of Edii^ Cioter, Bsq. for bin and fail to be deposited in ^11 the resurrec- 
tM of (be 6etA, ta the year of imir Lord 1723^ and in the TOih year of Ifis age, 
^il^.^en blessed with a nnmefovi&iiBae of His dkHdvenfa diil^Utti» AiniinD 
honest hi|ndsome provision for them. 

r :!■*.'■ ' • Whieh being done^ it may be truly said ' : ' . 

,{1 t(. .• . tB9iiidpcQti<}e«(acUvibg*(ilid4br48aA'$ .. 

For which, to God be thanks and praises due, 

• ' i / : r ■ . j^f^ the meet help he ga?e me so to do.— *fidwat3 tttiktii'^ ' 

t $ir Henry Sydney, in a letter to Queen Elizabeth, dated 
irom the Oastle of Dublin, 28th April 15lf6, says, that in 
the choice of ministers for the remote p^vU^ c^f Jr^iid it mfoi^ 
.be necessary that such be chos^ as can speak Irish, and tbere^ 
fore recommends to the Queen, to write to the Regent of -Scoi- 
land to send some ministers oY the Beforined Church who could 
speai:' that language ; accordingly we find from tti records 
of the firEtt fruits, ,that Donald MaciFeig, a 'Scotehotian, was 
incumbent of Cahircomey in the reign of James I. who acted 
on Sydney's advice. 

;t k^ti^ Ptc fujlicr H^i^ Orr^unt^ c^irn^ ^. 
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of limerick* More than three-fourths of the pamh 
are meadow and pasture lands, and a chain of beauti- 
ful verdant hiUs, consisting of limestone soil, runs 
through it : there is a natural fall for springs and 
rain from those hills into the Commogue, on the 
opposite side of which river, and parallel to it, is 
another range of hills, consisting of very rich pas- 
ture. The intermediate space is a level plain consist- 
ing of corcass lands, covered with water for nearly six 
months in the year, which is caused by the over- 
flowing of the Commogue. In consequence of this 
the air is cold, and the houses and furniture are veiy 
damp; and in Spring, when the quantity of stagnant 
water thus collected, is exhaling by the sun's heat, 
the inhabitants are subject to colds, coughs, and 
sore throats. The sinking and widening of the river 
-would, in a great measure, prove a remedy to this 
evil; which could be effected by lowering the bed of 
the stream five or six feet^ for about sixty yards, at 
Longford bridge ; and also at the glebe of BaOin* 
goola. At present the river is on a level with those 
two places^ so that the cuttmg^ ofjd^jwpg^^^^ 
the water from tliem inj^o it ii^^qlc) bn^ ^jPf^^lSSiDi^q 
At , ^al^ighs^ is ^ ^ciec^t M^y^ 

wa^l Qf wiwb' is! |;weivp ^feet Jijgh jan^<j jfouj; jF^^^igjf- 

breadth ;fat ea.chiO|f the fo^r ^gle^ is^asquaie ^ffff 
wjitl) (>ort holes; and it js co|gy^etu^€;d frpjpi i^9 atcme 
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WfndW' iFriimes^ahd 'flankers; ?o \iave DeeiiT^'uill in 

«triV^\^ ^stei^ to *Y6t8;'1ii^ \Mrin^^ftVe'at)ove 
'*y%n;>yiractuifes or ttiiy^tdnd^ ^e^e eitifl^^^WidOO 

%y ihi^l aobv^' mona!rcIi to* Mr/Carew Kaleighy 'sfon 
6f telr W^ter ftaleii^'b, who did not accompaiiy His 
father WtheuhJTorCunate expedition to Gtuiana^ where 
hi&#6tfer was shot/ or to Captain George Ra- 
lei^'hj'iMs ii^phew, as a soft of expiation for Sir 
Walfef^s'death. ' ' 

JCflcuIlane' 18 *a vicarage in the diocese of Emly, 

" Valued In'* the 'Kihg*s books at £3' Is. 3d. sterling, 

*ana is*''6he *o^*the piarishes which! constitute tlie 

uiiioiiof Cahircorney, to which it is contiguous t 

'bui! aiboi^ing to the' Ecblesiasticar Report, the two 

paiilsfi^ ' are' *df so 'little value, that they receive 

^aiigiileiitktion 'ifirom^ ihe trustees of l^nmate Bout- 

*^te^*iS|^ftjhd,'"t6 inake*tiie income £60 per ariniib. 

fn'Kilctiftancris'an'^ mansion of 'the feouchier 

family, ^d aife*'th'e Walls of an old church ahd 

ii'<!as11^ oh'ttie t^dmmbgue this property was lately 

pttreha^'1[)y Chief Barbh O'Grady./ In' the union 

is'li^ffbealBtovvii, a lolig VlUajge of thatched' houses, 

ifvliitt^ td^ are lieM annually^ oti 'the 1 6th 

if 'JjfettWy, tfe It^h bf March/ttie ^iiMof Jtijie, 

ond'tfeeTtK of November; At 'tHese'faJre'an im- 

^te^i&6^ ^number of pigs are^sdld'to buyers froki 

<Ci)rlt, liitti^ritek, Clbnhifel, and Waterfdrd. ''' ' ''^ 

" '^JBdfiiilard,' 6r Cahhrfossairj^e^ a vicaragdvaiii^d in 

2 N 
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the King's books at £3 Is. Od. sterling, is one 
of the parishes which constitute the union of Aney. 
It is In the diocese of Emly^ joining Kilcullane parish 
on the N. E.yis ten nailes distant from Limerick, and 
contains 740 acres of land. On the hill of Ballinard 
are the ruins of an old churchy and north of. the 
church are the walls of a castle, formerty the resi- 
dence of the Fitzgeralds of BaUinardr the last of 
whom was William Fitzgerald, Esq. High Sheriff of 
the county m 1778, and Mayor of Limerick in 1786. 

Ballynamona, or Moorstown, a vieai^e valued in 
the King's books at £3 Is. Od. sterling, is also one 
of the parishes which constitnte the union of Aney, 
and contains 1760 acres* On the banks of a small 
river which covers the road from Herbertstown to 
Hospital are the ruins pf a church and castle. We 
find that a Raleigh was propriet<»' of this castle in 
the reign of Charles H. North of Ballynamona is 
Ballinlougb, a vicarage in the same union : it is sito:- 
ated five miles and a quarter E. S. E. of Sixnnile^ 
Bridge, and contains 1095 acres of land. 

Aney or Knockaney, joining both the above pa- 
rishes, is a vicarage in the diocese of Emly, valued in 
the King's books at £6 Is. 6d. sterling, united by 
Act of Council from time immemorial to the vicar- 
ages of Ballinlougb, Ballynamona, Ballinard, Hospi- 
tal, Kilfrush, and Long (in Coshlea barony,) which 
union contains 12,000 acres. It is twelve miles S.E. 
of Limerick, and possesses a very neat church with a 
handsome spire, and a good glebe-house. 
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Aney is a small village^ situated on the West 
bank of the river Commogue^ where a fiiary for 
Eremites follovdng the rules of St. Augustine was 
founded in the reign of King Henry II. In the 31st 
of Queen Elizabeth, a lease was made to Edward 
Absley, and John and Mary Absley^ of this friary 
for the term of 40 years^ at the annual rent of 
£47 7s. 6d. : the ruins of the building are still via- 
ble. Here also are the noble ruins of a castle on 
the river, erected by the Eari of Desmond ; and in the 
village is situated a small castle, built by the O'Gra- 
dys of Kilballyowen^ whose fine mansion stands 
about a mile west of the village of Aney. The house 
was built by the late Mr. O'Grady on the site of the 
old residence : the offices are extensive and regular^ 
the demesne finely wooded, and the deer park well 
stocked and enclosed. It is situated on the west of 
Knockaney hill, one of the finest in Munster. In 
the hall of Kilballyowen are three very large pair of 
moose deer horns, measuring about eleven feet from 
tip to tip.* ^ 

♦^The estate of Kjlballyoweri is' said fo have been granted 
t<l'lAfe*.»O^Gi^, \h^*finst drthttCfeiMly^ho cafnfe here fronv, 
H^efodmMjy.of Qlwf^j by ths.theb Bokl ofrDsdtanco^d) ^rihaving 
pfffofp^lVriU^ jint^g;jaty,.tbcid^tie8.of a jfpn^deiflfal /situation 
in wbi^h be placeil bim^ whilst absent on state ajflTairs in Eng- 
lanif^ O'ii^iydybhiArft'ihAV^tblifei'ili* ete tf *ilfc<i^lagfe;*ih 
whinli'he' plincdall DekiB»xid'tf(pl^(iiddlNiiiugftititffei^ 
pn^tect them from t^Q ^f|pj^areel^,1l[}lo^fjc^r):^i5[.t^J|yg<;^s, imd 
infested that part of the county. The CVGradys are a very 
old and rfcspeetabie tdsh 'family> ahc( th'obgli '^g^iierally, till a 
comparatively slMtt petA^r ^ 'th)9 ^amati.CatlioIic religion^ 
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In the parish of Aney are the ruins of the fine 
caatJe of Baggotstown^ built bjr the family of the 
Bigots. It has five chimni^ of polished stone m 
shape of an hexagon, and the top of each is so 
formed as to have the appearance of an inverted 
cone : this castle formed two sides of a square; 
It has no appearance of having been defepded by 
outworks I but it was rendered almost inaccesi^bte 
by the maishy grounds and trenches by which it is 
surrounded. John Baggot, of this place, attended 
the General Assembly of Confederate Ca&olios 
which met at Kilkenny on the 10th of January 
1647 : he was also (»e of the ecnadmissionars on 
the side of the Irish, who signed the Altidesol* Lime* 
rick with Iieton^OB the a7th Of October left]. His 
son, Maurice Baggot of Bi^otstown^ was among 
those who wore excepted from genend pardoi& on 

they preserved their property amidst the various Civil Wars of 
Ireland. In the calamitonis period of 1641, Lacy of Bmff for. 
felted his estate, which was granted to Sir Thomas Staaditbi 
who had three daughters ; the eldest of whom married Francis 
Hartstonge of Southreps^ in the county of Norfolk, JBsq. ; the 
second daughter married Mir. Cox of Ballynoe in this county, 
and the third was married to CKGrady of KUbaUypwe^, hy 
w]iich alUance the estate was preserved. Not one pf this family 
took part in the Rebellion of 1641, nor was any one of them 
deputed to itttend the General Assembly of Delegates which 
met soon after at Kilkenny. On the contrary^ we find that in 
1643^ when the English, commanded by Vavasor, were totally 
defeated by the Irish under Lord Castlehaven, in the passage 
of the Blackwater, ^near Fermoy, they lost all their colours 
except one pair, which was, saved by the gallant behaviour 
of Ensign Dermod O'Grady, of this family. , 
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the surrender of the city at the s^e time ^ and the 
castle and vast estate annexed to it, were then 
forfeited. On a square 9tone of one of those 
ehimnies idiich has fallen, are the figures 1019 in 
alto telievo^ whici^ son^e imagine to be the date of 
theyenx in which the castle was built; but from 
ev^ appearance it see^fm to have been erected at a 
much later period.^ 

~ Lougbgiir> which is in the N>. part of the parish 
of Aiiey» and about ten miles S. E. of Limerick, has 
been celebrated from the remotest antiquity: it is near- 
ly four mile$ m circumference^ and almost surrounded 
by lofty hills, consisting of grey rocks, covered 
with the most lu^vuiant green pasture. In the lake 
are three i^iancfe, 0m pf which, called Cnpc a Duin 
or the Fortified Hill, m very beautiful, and contains 
^bfmt sixty acres. This hill on the 8. side was 
defended by two very strong castles, the approach 
to which was by a causeway fifteen feet broad and 
six high : one of these called the Black Castle stil| 
remains. Both wtere connected by a wall near fif« 

. ^ A few yeats back, the wife of. a feinner named 0^3rieii, 
who lived near thisplac^ becoming deranged^ was confined 
in a vault of the castle/ and tied with a chain to a large and 
heavy harrow ; but having contrived to break the chain and 
doo^ of the oell^ lahe gat out and. dimbed lip to oi^e of the 
0himnies> by means of some projecting stones in the wall. 
The chimney is ninety feet high^ and scarcely half a foot in 
breadth ; but on the top of this she stood and turned herself 
i&bout^io the great astoniBfameiit and terror of theispectators^ 
md after some time descended in safety. 
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teen feet high and eight thick, made up of immease 
blocks of stone — they are the largest that can be 
seen in any building of this kind in the county. 
A very strong arched gateway in this wall was 
the entrance into the hill. Over this arch, which is 
about fifteen feet in depth, was another sfarong 
building, and on each side of it were two lodgments 
with loop-holes. 

The situation of the hill and of these easttes, sur- 
rounded with a deep lake, and the lake nearly en- 
compassed with rocky and lofty hills, rendered them 
very formidable to the President Carew, in the reign 
of Elizabeth, as appears from the following descrip- 
tion of the place which we give in his own words : — 

'* The five and twentieth of May 1600, the army 
passing by Loughgur, which was as yet held by the 
rebels^ the President, attended by a troop of horse, 
went to take a view of the strength and situation 
thereof, and also by what way he could bring the 
cannon to annoy the same^ he found it to be a place 
of exceeding strength, by leasoiati^t itfWia^ilKl i^JffncL 
encompassed by a deep lough, t|m breadtb;j9iei^ 
being in th^neai^st place ^ caUw^r^ 8*»t,fjv«ffjhOt» 
one side thereof standeth a very strong castle, tvfafcfa 
at this .time w^a maoii^d with a good :gajnmoiHSoi 
there was vfitim rtb^ islwd John Fits; TJiotoasi^mtbl 
300 menat)theJ^asti who shewed th^3[iadves<prflp^> 
ed to. defend the pla<;e/V • 

After taking a view of the fortifioaitiotis Qaieiwt 
marched to IMimcki where having {Hrepared»the oad? 
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non fit for the siege of the castle of Loughgur^ he was 
informed that Owen Grome^ a stranger of the Norths 
to whom John Fitz Thomas had committed the cus- 
tody of it, had betrayed it for his pardon and sixty 
pomids in money, which Carew promised to give him. 

On the E. end of Cnoc a Duiu or Knockadoon is 
another strong castle almost entire. From its con- 
struciion and modem appearance, it is supposed to 
have been built during the reign of Elizabeth, by Sir 
George Bouchier, son to the second Earl of Bath^ to 
whom on the forfeiture of Desmond,. it was granted. 
It came aftenvards into the possession of the Coun-^ 
tess of Bath who built a very handsome chapel of 
ease, called New Church, on the S. side of the lake : 
she also granted an endowment of £20. sterling per 
annum, which is in the gift of the Count de Salis, to 
whom the estate belongs in right of his mother, a 
daughter of Lord Fane. The chalice and patten which 
the Countess of Bath bestowed on this chapel are 
now in the parish church of Knockaney, and on them 
is the following inscription : *^ The gift of the Right 
Hon. Rachel, Countess Dowager of Bath^ to her 
Chapel in the Elingdom of Ireland, Ann. Dom. 
1679.*' 

On the N. side of the hill of Knockadoon in 
Loughgur, is a cave about twenty-two. ieet in 
depth, and generally about twelve feet broad, and 
ten high. The mouth of the cave, which is 
four feet broad and seven high, is hidden by an 
^Ider tree. The ascent is steep and rough, occa- 
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sioned by huge rocks that have fallen in every 
direction towards the lake ; luid over the cave are 
irregular layers of large projecting rocks, rifidng 
Sibout tvrenty feet above it. A gun fired off from 
this place has a surprizing and grand effect, as the 
echo is reverberated loudly from the surroundiog 
hills. The flocks of waterfowl, consisting of heavy 
duck, wigeon, teal, and diver, which are continually 
hovering over the lake, add to the picturesque 
beauty of this charming scene. In Summer, when 
the wind blows from the S. E. the water becomes 
thick and green, emitting a very fetid smell ;-^an 
occurrence which may anse from the putrefectioa of 
weeds or insects wilii which it is impregnated.^ 
Chi Bailenalycailleach hill in this neighbourhood) 

* About fifty years ago, Mr. Stackpoole Baylee of Loughgur, 
made some attempts to drain the lake. lb effect this he sunk 
a channel some feet deep, by which the water was conveyed 
to the low grounds on the W. Some inconsiderable portion of 
iand full of rocks was gained, but the farther progress of the 
vmk was.stopped by the deatb of Afr. Baylee, v^ho was killed 
byi^.fi^l ffom hisborse^ on his return at night from a ijieigk* 
l)Ouring gentleman's house where he had dined. Tiie coontij 
^pH'io %is dttjr, <rmly believe^ that ^ wtts^ii^ii ttiz^- 
fiVih Bid i6f 4>esibond, that kiUed hiip. ftr iMikbiiptingitDllMk 

end of every seven rears, is seen riding and driving on the lakei 
aid tiiat wnerihis not'se^s stoed, 'which are nikde offlifv^er, w 
^oni diiti bd niffi^itecbnii to Ak^lM m^ti) b^llb^ J^MliM 

th^t they ^pjpqsed no ^ajrthly^ power smierior t^^o|S: 

ought' against (iueen 



iiiU^'^as %i'Wfoftunat4 'fii^^ against w,\xetii 
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b a cromleach, near which a stone coffin was found 
a few years since with a human skeleton. At less 
than half-a-mile south of this are two others, one 
of which has been lately broken down by a for- 
mer, who had two of the stones taken to make pillars 
for his gateway. On the W. pinnacle of Knockfen- 
nell, is one of the strongest Danish forts in the coun- 
try : it is circular, and about 360 feet in circumference ; 
the wall that surrounds it is ten feet in thickness, and 
must have been proportionably high, from the quantity 
of stone that has fallen outside. That part of the wall 
that still remains is built of large stones nearly three 
feet every way, regularly fitted to each other, and 
the interstices filled up with small ones ; but there is 
no sign of mortar. Prom this down to the lake, 
-wslls of similar construction extend, at about sixty 
yards asunder to the N. side of the hill, where they ter- 
minate at some deep marsh or morass: these walls are 
connected by others of the same kind. On the E. 
point of Kaopkfennell, which is very high, there is 
a smaller fortification, and along the valley which 
lies 'b^tw^ieii thos6 high points, the remains of vlralls 
.<^ J[)^ i|fi;^gQd terminating in like manner at the.lak^ 
toAor^dtuid tlietkep grounds to the N. Wbetberthe 
ijAteiyifaiMte' fences belweeii them were/ cultivated, 
t^e Ijjrj^^^ Scrying as. te^ or boupt^^aries^^.p^w^fe.^- 
SjQfKMd>ta'feQ^r tbe^fortMsia 4xi the<top cUh6 hill waom 
Ctap«^febl6;'ii ontjrubw to be cbnjectur^tfi'^ Oh ah 
<ililiieiice joining ^ lake on th0')^.',8[ipi^ 
tions are found, surrounded witlx imnenae fiHigh 

2 o 
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rocks, the ascent to which from the lake side is very 
rugged, difficult, and high. Such was one of the 
strong holds of Desmond, '* who," say» Baker's 
Chronicle, ^'possessed whole counties, together with 
the county palatine of Kerry,, and had of his own 
name and race at least 500 gentlemen at his com- 
mand,'!' all of whom, and his own life also, be 
lost within the space of three years. 

This part of the county is* rich in picturesque 
beauty. The view of the lake from Knockfennell^ 
and of the many verdant hills which surround it— 
the Castle Oliver and Ballyhoura Mountains, called 
the Mountains of Mole by Spenser ; with the inter- 
mediate country, the richest and finest in Ireland, 
over which are scattered many old castles and 
churches, villages and thriving plantations^ furnishes 
a most romantic prospect, and reminds one of the 
following lines of Holcroft's Sceptic :' — 

" Anon on lofly hills I stand, 

" View tbe green com and farrowed land,. 

" See mountain^ valley, wood and mead, 

** And shepherd stray and cattle feed, 

*' And distant hills and water spy, 

" That glitter pleasure to the eye, 

" While the sweet landscape doth unite; 

" Innumerons objects of del^ht/' 

To particularize the view from Knockfennel r — on 
the west are seen the Castles of Rathcannon, 

* There is not, says Sir John Davis, (Hist. Tracts, page 130,) 
io be found in any kingdom in Europe, so many gentlemen of 
the same blood, family, and snmame, as there are of the 
O'Neals in Ulster; of the Bourkes in Ccmnaught; and of the 
Fitz Geralds and Butlers in Munster and Leinster. 
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Rathmore, and Glenogra ; Toryhill, and the hill of 
Knockfirine — beyond them the Abbeyfeale Moun- 
tains; and yet further, the very high mountain ealled 
the Paps^ near the Lake of Klillamey, a distance of 
fifty miles. On the N. there is a fine view of the 
country with Ballybricken, Skule, Rockstown, and 
Carraig O'Gconnuil Castles, the Knockroe hills, the 
city of Limerick, the majestic Shannon, and the 
County of Clare mountains. On the E. the spec- 
tator can discern the Commogue winding between 
the verdant hills of Cahirelly and Raleighstown, Bal- 
lybrood hill widi its handsome church and spire, the 
fertile hill of PaUas Greine, and beyond it the Sleibthe 
Phoelim in the county of Tipperary : while to the S. E. 
the prospect is bounded by the lofty Sliabhnambann 
in the same county. Thus from this interesting 
spot may be iseen some part of every county in 
Munster. 

Near New Church, beforementioned, on the S. 
ade of Lough Gur, is a very large and high rock 
full of chasms and hollows, called in Irisb^ the Mass 
Rock; which name it received from the circumstance 
of Mass beipgsaid in a hollow of this rock, during the 
Civil Wars of the 17th century, when ijspjublic cele- 
W?lion w^s prohibited by the English Parliament. 
Bet]Bp:^ii<tliis rpck s^pd tl^ public road^^ is^ situated 
Monistir na Gcailleach, a nunnery dedicated to St. 
Catb^ri^e, for the CanonessespJfSt^^^ 
inlq[uisitian taken 8th. oi: MarichjJOtt^ qf! jSU^^j^^^^ 
fidds thsit the following tecti6ri€!i6 i» the 'diocese of 
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Limerick^ were appropriated to the Abbess, Viz. 
Nova Grangia, now called Grange, the seat of Henry 
O'Gradj, Esq. annual value 20s. and Dunmoylan, 
annual value 20s. ' The presentation to the vicarage 
of Dunmoylan also belonged to the Abbess, with the 
rectories of Drishane, CuUen, Nohavel, Kilmeen and 
Dromtarifl^ in the barony of Duhallow, in the county 
of Cork. This nunnery, with the lands, &c. there- 
unto belonging, was granted by Queen Elizabeth te 
Sir Henry Wallop, Knt. But what renders this 
place most remarkable is, that within a few yards of 
the abbey, are still to be seen the (Ad walls of 
the house that belonged to a branch of the family 
of the Brownes of Camas, so famous for their ex- 
ploits in Russia and Germany.^ 

♦General Count Browne of Russia, was Govemor-Greneral 
of Livonia, and signalized hiniself by his great bravery at the 
battle of Zomdorff. He married the daughter of Field-Marshal 
Lacy> by whom he had issue General and Colonel Browne, em- 
ployed in the service of the Emperor Joseph. Ulysses Maxi- 
milian Browne, son of Ulysses Baron de Browne, a Col<niel of 
Cuirassiers in the Austrian service, was bom at Basle, in 170d, 
smd educated at the Diocesan school of Limerick, under the 
Rev. Mr. Cashin. He was afterwards called into Hungary by 
his uncle. Count George Browne, Colonel of aBegiment of Ifi- 
iantry under the Emperor Charles VI. and for his great services 
he was raised to the dignity of Field-Marshal. He died in 1757, 
and his life was soon after published at Prague. With respect 
to the merit of Field-Marshal Browne, we have the following 
foreign testimony. " It must be acknowledged that the victory of 
Lobositz was bravely disputed by Browne, an officer of great 
activity, fertile in expedients, wise in the planning of any en- 
terprize, and prompt in the execution of it. If I were to com- 
pare him with any of the ancients^ t should place him by the 
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To the E. of Knockaney is Hospital, a vicarage 
belonging to the union. The village is about half 
a mile long, consisting mostly of thatched houses: 
its fairs, famous for the sale of horses, are held 
on the 9th of July and 8th of September. In 
the Records, this is always called the Hospital of 
Aney, although it is a full mile E. of that village.. 
A commandery of Kights Hospitallers was found- 
ed here under the invocation of St. John the Baptist, 
A. D. 1226, by GeofFry de Maresco, who was then 
Lord Justice of Ireland ; and he appears to have 
•been the first who had a salary payable out of the 
Exchequer, which was only 500 marks. Queen Eli- 
zabeth granted this Hospital and its possessions to 
Sir Valentine Browne, who erected here a magnifi* 
cent castle which is now in ruins.* The walls of 
the ancient church yet remain, and in a niche on 
the N. side of the high altar is a rudely shaped statue 
of a knight in alto relievo with sword and buckler, 
which is supposed to be that of the founder. Near 

43ide of Vespasian and Marcellus. He deserves the fayour h^ 
ei^oys at the Court of Vienna^ and is worthy of being the op- 
ponent to the King of Prussia. His retreat, in order to gain 
the Camp at fiaden^ is considered an admirable manoeuvre. 
But what did him infinitely more credit, was the march he uur 
dertook six days after the battle of Lobositz towards Saxony> 
to liberate the King of Poland and his army from the Russians. 
On this occasion it was observed, in allusion to his attempt at 
Yelehi, that whether Browne endeavoured to take or liberate 
a king, he was equally successful/' 

*Sir Thomas Browne of Hospital, son of the above men- 
tioned Sir Valentine Browne, married Mary, eldest daughter 
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the village is the well improved seat of Joseph Gub« 
bins, Esq. of Kenmare castle. 

South of Hospital is the vicarage of Kilfrush or 
Danmoon^ a vicarage in the same union, nine miles 
S. E. from 'Bpperary, Here is a good house with 
very handsome improvements, belonging to Joseph 
Gubbins, Esq. and one mile W. of Kilfrush, is 
Elton house, and well planted demesne, the once 
hospitable mansion of Standish O'Grady, Esq. uncle 
to the Earl of Ilchester, and the Marchioness of 
Lansdowne. 

About two miles and a half S. of the village of 
Aney, is Athannessy, a rectory entire in the diocese 
of Limerick, valued in the King's books at 138. 4d. 
Irish money, being one of the parishes that con' 
stitute the union of Kilmallock, which is N. W, of 
it, and distant about five miles. Here are the re- 
miuns of an old church with a burying place. 

Tullybracca is a rectory entire^ valued in the 
King's books at £3. In that part of the parish 
which is in the barony of Small County stands 
Rockbarton, the magnificent seat and demesne of the 
present Chief Baron. The house contains a fine 
hall, a -noble staircase of Portland stone^ and the 
various apartments are highly decorated and splen* 

and co-beiress of William Apsley of limerick, by his wife 
Amiabella Browne eldest of ten daughters of John Browne, 
Master of Aney, and Catharine O'Ryan his wife. Joan the 
sister of the above Mary, was the first wife of Richard Boyle, 
the first Earl of Cork. 
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didly furnished. The house commands a very ex- 
tensive view of a finely undulated country in a 
high state of cultivation. Near Rockbarton is 
the new and beautiful church of Tullybracca, 
which, with its fine steeple, is built of hewn stone. 
The windows are in the Gothic style, with stone 
firames. The interior is elegantly simple^ and uni- 
form ; but the tower is disproportionate to the size 
of the church. Besides the sum allotted by the 
Board of Fust Fruits, for the building of this church, 
the Chief Baron, with a munificence worthy of 
imitation, has expended £2000 on its decoration. 
The cemeteiy of the parish is about half a mile to 
the S. W. where formerly stood the walls of an 
old church, and near it the castle of TuUybracca ; 
but they are now levelled with the ^und. The 
glebe-house is new, to which belongs a fine glebe 
of forty-five acres of the richest ground. 

COSHMA. 

This barony lies S. W. by W. of that of Small 
County, and contains fifteen parishes. 

Bruff is a vicarage in the diocese of limerick, 
episcopally united in 1764 to the rectory and vicar- 
age of Ealbreedy minor. According to the Ecclesi- 
astical Report, these parishes are four miles distant 
from each other, but it was judged expedient to unite 
them, in order to create an adequate support for 
the clergyman. Bruff is a post-town, twelve miles 
S. £. of Limerick, tlie road firom that city to Cork 
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passing through it. The town contains some good 
houses, and has a weekly market, which is held 
on Friday, and four fairs annually, namely, on the 
24th of May, 23d of July, 18th of October, and 
28th of November. Here is also a Sessions-house, 
where the assistant barrister for the county holds his 
court* The old church which was gomg to de* 
cay, was thrown down about fifty years ago by Lady 
Lucy Hartstonge, wife of Sir Henry Hartstonge^ 
Bart.^ and sister to the late Lord Viscount Pery. 

On the banks of the river which is called the 
Dawn, was a very handsome house built by the Hart- 
stonge family, on the site of the castle of the Lacys.f 

* Laureace, in his ''Interest of Ireland/' p. 181, states, tbat 
about the year 1664, many persons of quality having gained pos- 
session of great scopes of land, in several of their lots they 
found old ruined towns, and discerning no other way to get them 
planted, grew eager of manufactures, to whom the Duke of 
Ormond, then Lord Lieutenant, gave all possible encouragement; 
so that in a few years after, many considerable manufactures 
were erected by private persons. As for instance, in Munster, 
by the Earl of Orrery at Gharleville, several Dutch merchants 
in Limerick and Clare; and Baron Hartstonge, at firuff. 

t The ancient house of Lacy has produced many exalted 
characters. There were three branches of this family, seated 
at Bruree, Bruff, and Ballingarry, in this county, in 165L 
The loss of their possessions did not extinguish the memory 
of the achievements of their heroic ancestors. Deprived by 
the unhappy circumstances of the country, of the exercise of 
their inherent military virtues, they found in the service of 
those foreign sovereigns, under whose banners they bled, and 
whose armies they oflen led to victory, honours as high, and 
distinctions as marked, as were ever conferred on any family. 
The victories of Field-Marahal Li|cy gave such weight to the 
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At Bruff were formerly some pleasure grounds, 
wilderness- walks^ cascades, a fine planted park, and 
groves at each side of the river ; but the timber has 
been cut down and sold by order of the Earl of Li- 
meiick^ who, on the death of Sir Henry Hartstonge, 
became possessed oif the town of Bruff.^ 

Empress Mlana't'heresa'l} j^epreseiitatibns at the Diet of Sweden, 
that they contributed to preserve the crown to the then reigning 
toyal familyy as his coihduct at and subsequent to the siege of 
Dantzick secured the crown of Poland ibr King Augustus. The 
Marshal's son was afterwards in high esteem with the Emperor, 
for his abilities as a general and statesman. 

In the year 1732, Oran was besieged by a body of Moors, 
and from Itheir numbers and the fierceness of their attacks, the 
town was apprehended to be in the utmost danger. The regiment 
of Ultonia or Ulster, consisting of two battalions, and then com- 
mahded by GeHieral Lafcy, a native of the county of Limerick ; 
^as ordered lb embark to irelieve that iinportant place. As 
soon as they had landed on the beach and had taken some re- 
freshment, they requested the Goveitior to direct a sortie, or at 
least to order a body of troops to support them, and they would 
directly attack the enemy in their trenches. The proposal ani- 
mating the garrison with fresh courage, they seconded the 
generous offer. General Lacy immediately led his brigade to 
action, and after a bloody conflict, victory proved decisive in 
&vour of the Spaniards ; the Moors being completely defeat- 
ed, their camp plundered, and all their ordnance and military 
stores brought into the garrison. General Lacy married a 
daughter of the Marquis of Abbeville, by whom he had a son, 
afterwards Captain-General of the Artillery to his Most Catho- 
lic Majesty, and Knight of the Order of Carlos Tercero ; and 
a daughter who married the Marquis of Canada, (originally 
Irish,) of the ancient family of Terry. 

* In the church of BrufT, to the left of the communion table 
stands a^'monum^nt of black marble, on whiqh is the following 
inscription : — 

2 P 
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All the lands on the left extending a good way 
to the east and south, belong to the Evans or 
Carbery family.* About a mile from this is the 
castle of Bally Grenan, a very fine and noble build- 
ing, surrounded with ramparts and battlements i it 
surrendered without resistance to Cromwell's forces. 
Mr. Evans after obtaining this property, materi- 



** Thb MotnimeDe, with the Chappel, wa§ pfilted downe, to be att up i 
better repaired in the Memory of Sir ThomesStaiidish of Bmff, Knight, 
bj StuMlisb HarUtoDge, Eiq. Recorder of the Citly of Lymrick, and aeooad Jin* 
tice of the provinoe of Maniter, his GrandcbUd by Elizabeth, the eldest Daqgliter 
of Sir Thomas, who was Maiyed to Francis Hartstonge of Southreps fai the 
County of Norfolclc, Esq. wich Standish their ondly sonne, first maiyed Elizabeth 
the eldest daughter of Francis Jeremy of Guntoii, in the county of Nodbl^ 
Esq. and had issue by her, Eleaven children, wheraof three tonns4iDd four daqgh- 
ten are now liring, wich Elizabeth frying, he Maiyed Anne, the Daqgfater oC 
his Grace Dr. John Bromhal, late Lord Primate of all Ireland, who is now 
co-heire to Sir Thomas Bromhal, Baronet, his Sonne, who died without issue ; 
wich SUndidi and Anne, are yet living this 18th Octo. 1676. Septr. 4th 1685, 
Anne dying 3 years past the same, Sir Standish, no# Bart, and Second Baton 
of the Exchequer Maijed Jobaniht the Eldest Sister of Sir Rowland Gwyn, 3 of 
the County Radnor, who hath now issue one sonne named Gwyn S monttts old,** 

* John Evans, gentleman, was the first of this familj vbo 
came over from England to Ireland, and settled at Limerick 
in 1628 ; his son George Evans served in the army to 
stop the Rebellion of 1641, and afterwards settling at Bally 
Grenan, got estates bj the act of settlement, purchased fraia 
Major Griffith, Edward Reily, and John Roe : he built the 
chapel of Bally Grenan where he was buried. George Evans, 
son to the above George, after the reduction of Limerick, lived 
at Bulgadeen Hall : his son was created Lord Carbery. Tho- 
mas Evans of Miltown, was his second son, who married the 
daughter of John Waller of Castletown, Esq. The second Gecnrge 
Evans married in 1673, a daughter of John Eyre, of Eyre- 
court ; his daughter Elizabeth married Hugh Massy, created 
Lord Massy. . George Evans, created Baron Carbery in 1715, 
died at Caherass in 1749. 
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ally improved the whole of the district in wliich it 
lay.* 

About a mile from Bruff, on the left, are the waUs 
of an old church, called Uregare. Opposite the 
church on the right, is Newlawn, a handsome house 
belonging to George Gubbins, Esq. It was for- 
merly called Uregare house, and belonged to the 
family of the Creeds. Behind Newlawn, is a town- 
land called Baileangheodhramhar^ where Admi- 
ral Sir Edmond Nagle was bom. Joining Uregare 
on the west, isTankardstown, a rectory and vicarage, 
the latter being valued in the King's books at £1 
10s. sterling, and it i3 holden by faculty with the 
vicarage of Kiimoylan. It is two miles N. W. from 
Kilmallock, xsonsiats mostly of rich pasture, .and 
contains 1050 acres of land. 

Dromin, still further to the west, is a rectory and 
vicarage^ valued in the King's books at £3 sterling, 
and episcopally united, as far back as any record in 
the diocese reaches, to the rectory and vicarage of 
Athlacca. Here are the ruins of a castle and the 
walls of an old church, with a burying place, close 
to which is a fine glebe. In this parish is Maids- 
town Castle, the birth-place of Daniel Webb, Esq. 

^ ^ The undertakers and planters, who settled m Munster 
since the reign of Queen Elizabeth, gave the country a very 
dtflferent n^pearance from what it had before their arrival, by 
draining, fencing, fertilizing, (where it was necessary,) and 
planting hedgerows, orchard, fruit, and timber trees, of every 
kind. 
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who distinguished himself both by his critieal taste 
ip the fine arts, and his writings. The latter con- 
sbted of Remarks on the Beauties of Poetry, and 
Observatioqs oq the correspondence between Poetry 
aqd Music, which he dedicated to the Duke of 
Qrafton. This parish pontains 4000 acres, chiefly 
very rich pasture. The inhabitants suffer much in 
iyet seasons from want of fuel, as they are distant 
eight miles from any bog. There is no Protestant 
family in the parisli, while th^ Roman Cathofic 
chapel is generally crowded. 

The parish of Athlacca bounds Dromin on the 
nor^h andl west. It cpntams 3000 acres, and 
possesses a very handsome church, with a tower 
and spire, which have been lately built. The glebe 
is close to the church, and h^as been very much 
improved and tastefully planted by the present in- 
cumbent, the ^ev. IJdward Croker. Near the 
church, is a bridge over the river Dawn, which 
at about a mile to the west, dischargees itself into 
the Maig. A great part of this parish is a dead 
fiat, constating of very poor, wet grounds^ pre- 
senting to the view, a joyless dreary waste, as far 
as the river Maig, without a tree or bush of any 
kind, except at Castle levers. The peasantry are in 
general, w^tchedly poor, and in winter they, as 
well aa the people of the neigUboupng parish, suffer 
much from want of fuel, their only substitute for 
which is frequently dried cowrdung, when the 
weather permits theo^ to collect it. In the church* 
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yard is the burying place of the Webbs, and also of 
some of the ancient and renowned family of the 
Lacys.* 

A mile north of the church, is Tulleboy Castle, 
now called Castle levers, the seat of Robert levers, 
Esq. The demesne is rich and well planted ; and 
here is made some of the best cider in Munster, par- 
ticularly of that kind called kekagee, 

"A costly liquor, by improving time, 

*' ^ual to what the happiest vintage bears.'' 

PHIUPS. 

Near Castle levers are the walls of an old church 
called Rostemple. There is but one Protestant 
family in this parish, while a large congregation at- 
tends the Roman Catholic chapel. During the 
siege of Limerick, some militia dragoons were de- 
feated at Athlacca by the Irish garrison of New- 
castle, who at the same time, burnt Ballingarry and 
Bniree. The most remarkable object in the parish, are 
the ruins of the noble castle of Rathcannan, situated 
on a lofty eminence, which appears to have been 
formerly a strong fortification^ and commands a fine 
prospect of the surrounding country. This castle, 
^th a vast property around it, belonged to the an- 

^ On an old tombstone in this church-yard» are the words 
and figures, John, Thomas, and Edward Lacy, 1632. Near 
AthlatCca, Lacy of Bruff, and Lacy of Ballingarry, who were 
brothers, once fouglit a desperate battle, in which Lacy of 
Ballingarry was killed, and his bead cut off and carried away 
in triumph by his brother. 
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cient family of O'Casey.* At a little distance to the 
S. E. of Rathcaonan is an insulated hiH, called in Iiish 
Cnoctuadh, from a battle said to have been fought 
there with battle-axes between the Danes and the 
Irish. The ascent to the hill appears to have been 
rendered extremely difficult on every side, and on 
the top are still to be seen the remains of fortifica- 
tions. Adjoining 'the hill to the west is a deep 
morass, in which there has been found an enormous 
pair of moose-deer horns, now in the possession of 
Archdeacon Maunsell of Limerick. The high 
grounds about Rathcannan, which are some of the 
finest in Ireland, are entirely under pasture. 

The parish of Manister, joining Athlacca on the 
north, is a vicarage consisting of 3602 acres, partly 
in the baronies of Coshma, Pobble Brien, and Smdl 

* The Lord of Rathcaxman CasHe married in 1631, the 
daughter of Sir John DowdaH of Kilfenny in this ooontj. 
Sk Haidress Waflor manned hex eisten f'rom the first majr- 
ria^e are descended the Earl of Limerick, Colonel Monsell of 
Tirvoe, and Counsellor Casey ; and from the latter, Mr. Wal- 
ler of Castletown. A daughter of Sir Hardress Waller was first 
married to Sir Maarioe Fenton, and after his death to & Wil- 
liam Petty, hy whom she had two sons^ Charles, created Baron 
of Shelbum in Ireland, soon after his father's death ; Henry, 
who on his brother's death in 1696, succeeded to the title; and 
a daughter Anne, who was married to the Earl of Kerry. Henry, 
Earl of Shelbum dying in 1762, his nephew, the Hon. John 
Fitzmaurice, succeeded to the estate, and was created in 1753 
by priry seal, dated at Kingston, Eari of Shelbum. He was 
ancestor of the present Marquis of Lansdowne. 
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County. It possesses no church, glebe-house, or 
^ebe. The tithes belong to Lord Southwell, except 
£14 a year, which is allowed to the vicar. In that 
part of the parish which lies in the barony of Pobble 
Brien, is situated the famous Abbey of Neany, erro* 
neously called Mainister na Maig, or Magy 3 as it is 
distant two miles from that river, and built on the 
banks of the Gommogue. It is one of the most re^- 
markable monastic edifices in Munster, both for its 
structure and history. Its front to the river extends 
about 170 feet, at which side is the entrance by two 
beautiful arches of polished mountain grit, of a red- 
dish colour : these arches are separated by a 
handsome square pillar of the same materials, and 
they curve off from about seven feet of its perpen- 
dicular height. The chancel is seventy-five feet in 
length : the eastern part being more elevated than 
the rest, is fonned by one of the finest arches in 
Ireland, thirty feet in breadth: it is constructed 
of red grit, and its shafts rise from the foundation of 
the walls of the abbey, to an immense height. In the 
walls of the chancel on either hand, two other arches 
of the same description were formed, which are now 
nearly filled up; and at the east end were the high 
altar and three beautiful Gothic windows of polished 
red grit, rising from the floor to the roof. The nave 
has lateral aisles, separated from the chancel by a 
low Gothic arch : at the west end stood the tower, 
a noble square structure of great height, which has 
lately fallen. The whole of this majestic edifice 



Digitized by 



Google 



328 COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

occupies more ground than all the buildings on the 
celebrated Rock of Cashel; and the view of its 
mouldering aisles, its lofty arches and ivy-covered 
walb, containmg within them piles of human bones, 
and '^graves that heave in many a mouldering 
heap/' is highly calculated to inspire the spectator 
with those feelings so beautifully described by Mr. 
Philips J — 

'' Hioagfa want lUid wildness reign arband, 
" Nor earth give soil, nor echo sound, 
" An awe upon the heart will steal, 
''And conscious nature's instinct feel 
'"lis holy ground.* 

* Mr* Archdall furnishes t^s with the following brief annals 
of this celebrated monastery : — 

'' Monaslemenagh, in ^e barony of Pobble Brien, wsis 
founded to the honour of the Virgin Mary, A. D. 1148, by 
O'Brien, King of Lim^ck, who furnished it with Monks of 
the Cistertian Order, from the Abbey of Mellifont, in the 
county of Louth. The cell of Feal was afterwards annexed 
to this house, A. D. 1174. Donatus Abbott of this house was 
a subscribing witness to the grant made by Dermot, King of 
Munster, to Gill Abbey, in Cork. 1304. On the 7th of March, 
in this year, Isaac, Abbot of this house, granted to John 
Bathe, the son of Simon, the whole grange of Grangenan, for 
the space and tenn of dO years, paying annually thereout, 
forty cromu^ of breads-corn, twenty of peas and beans, and 
twenty of oats, all properly cleansed and winnowed : And 
also, that he should pay suit and service at their Court of 
Mage, twice in every year ; and if the said John, his heirs, or 
assigns, should, at any time, be amerced in the said Court, the 
fine should not exceed six pence. 1307. On the 10th of July, 
in this year, Gerald, Earl of Desmond, together with Lord 
John Fitz-Nicholas, the Lord Thomas Fit2-John, and several 
of the nobility, were taken prisoner^ near this monasteryi 
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South-east of the Abbey of Manister, is Rathmbre 
Castle, Which was taken by Sir George Carew, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. In the parish is 
a snudl villa^ with a good classical school. Near 
the abbey i^ Manister house, the residence of John 
HefTeraan, Esq. and about three nules to the souths 

where many other nobles were slain by O'Brien, and M'Conar, 
of Thomond. 1579. This year. Marshal Malby, at the head of 
100 horse and 600 foot, defeated 2000 of the Irish : although 
they fought valiantly at first, yet were 260 of them slain ; 
among whom was Doctor Allen, the famous Legate from the 
See of Rome. The action happened liear this monastery. At 
the general suppression, the Abbot of this house was found 
in possession of the site of the same, together with five 
ploughlands, one of them adjoining the site, and called the 
ploughland of the said abbey, and all the tithes, oblations, 
&c. of the said ploughlands, the entire of Nenagh, bel(Mig-> 
ing to the said abbey, with the presentation of the aforesaid 
rectory, a mill- seat, and watercourse, and weirs for eels and 
pikes on the river Commogue. The abbey and its possessions 
were grainted by Queen Elizabeth to Sir Henry Wallop, Knight, 
then treasurer of the army, together with many others in this 
country. These edifices were first robbed of every thing 
valuable, and then t6tally demolished^ so that the poet justly 
observes — 

'^ Who sees those dismal heaps, but would demand, 

** Vfhat barbaxous imroder sacked the land }" 

Coopktt's UlLZ». 

The Abbey of the Holy Cross in the county of Tipperary, of 
the Cktertian Order> was diuighter to this abbey, as was also 
C^ore abbey, near Middleton, in the county of Cork, built in 
1180, the monks being furnished out of this house, for occur 
pying those abbeys. A few years since some labourers, who 
were making a trendi tiirough one of the adjoining fields, 
found a va3t quantity of human bones thrown together pro* 
miseaously, which probably were the bones of those ^latn in 
the battles abova mentioned. 

2 Q 
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is Camss, the house and demesne of Henry Bevan, 

Esq. 

This parish is vety partially cultivated. The land 
south of the abbey is, for the most part corcass^ ani 
being overflown by the river Gommogue for six 
months of the year, it is unfit for culture. The 
lands of Camas, Rathmore, and Knockfennell, 
which consist of very rich and deep soil, are in gene- 
ral used as pasture. 

To the westward of M anister is Croom, a rectory 
and vicarage, containing 7000 acres, united, from an 
extremely remote period to the vicarage of Adare. 
Groom, twelve miles S. W. of Limerick, is a thriving 
post town, situate on the Maig, over which there 
is a handsome bridge ; it is adorned with a good 
church and steeple, and also with a fine Roman Ga- 
tholic chapel in the form of a cross, and is remarkable 
for its castle, built by the O'Donovans of Keniy.* 

* Of this ancient family we have the following account in 
Smyth's History of the County of Cork : — 

'* This family came hither from a harony in the county of 
Limerick called Coshma, where they huilt the famous castle of 
Croom, which afterwards fell to the Kildare family, from which 
the motto Cram a Boo, still used hy that noble house, was taken. 
In the month of June 1600, Carew, Lord President of Mnnster, 
being on his way to besiege Glyn castle, took the castle of 
Croom, then held by a garrison of Pierce Lacy, which, on 
sight of the English army, quitted the castle, when the Presi- 
dent took possession of it, together with a great store of com 
and provisions.'' The Duke of Richmond, son of Charles IT. 
lived in Croom castle for some time, having got a grant of it 
together with the lands adjoining. The Duchess wish- 
ing to return to England^ the Doke sold ihe castle 
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Within the walls enclosing the castle, and directly 
over the Maig, is the fine residence of John Croker^ 
£sq. which he has fitted up and furnished in the 
castellated style, Mrith great taste and judgment. 
The gardens, shrubberies, and gravel walks are kept 
in the neatest order, and from the house is a very 
fine view up the river Maig, which winds along in a 
majestic stream, and of a handsome Chinese bridge, 
that conducts to Toureen, the residence of James 
Lyons, Esq. A mile farther up the river is Cherry 
Grove, the seat of Robert Harding, Esq. The 
house of Henry Lyons, Esq. at Croom, commands 
a fine view down the river to Cahu*ass, the ground 
sloping gradually on each side, and being thickly 
planted. 

About a mile from Croom, situated on the Maig, 
is Cahirass house, with its finely-wooded park and- 
plantations, belonging to David Roche, Esq. a de« 

and lands to an ancestor of £dward Croker, Esq. of Ballyne- 
guards who bad been bis Grace's agent. 

We sbould bave stated under the head of Ballyne- 
guards that ** Rochestown, Williamstown, Balinloughlin, 
the property of Burke, Lord Brittas, and Ballyneguard, 
the property of Theobald Burke, were granted to Dr. Carteret 
in 1663, for service money due to him ; all which lands were' 
purchased by Randal Clayton, for 478/., who soon after sold 
them to John Croker, of Skule Castle, to whom there appeared 
due more than 3000/. on various accounts. The above John 
Croker was also appointed one of the Trustees for lands and 
houses near the town of Galway, granted to the 49 officers. In 
1719 Cahircorney, Raleighstown and Ballingoola, were sold to 
John Croker, by Colonel Michael Synge, of Middlesex, 
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seendant of the house of Fermoy.* At C«craigeco^ 
in this vicinity^ are the nwis of a round tower, adj(Mn- 
ing an old church, which has not been noticed by 
Ledwich in his catalogue : it is still fifty feet high, 
and is entirely solid for sixteen feet, where i& placed 
an arched door- way composed of ateddish gritstone \ 
four small windows at different heights, faoe the four 
points of the compass : in the interior are three 
resting-places for the beams of the different floors.-^ 
Thistower is built on a solid rock ; from the founda* 
tion to the door is composed of very large stones, 
some of them measuring from four to five feet loogi 
and of proportionable breadth and tiuckness ; audit is 
fifteen feet in diameter at tihe base. At about foai 
yards distance on the south side is a church, fifty feet 
long by twenty-five broad, built with Hue same kmd 
of stone, and from every appearance both seen^ to 
have been erected at the same time : the doors and 
windows of the church are also constructed of large 
square blocks of red grit The entire was surrounded 
with a strong square wall, parts of which still remain. 
In the south part of thbparish are the ruins of DuBkip» 

* There wasooce a chapel of ease k^re belonging to tbe 
Ciarbery family, whose property it was. The chaplain fafliog 
desperately in lore with the daughter of Lord Carbery, and 
being disappointed^ hanged himself in the chapel, which Hood 
afterwards went to decay. This unfortunate loT^r bid 
composed a song beginning with "At the Court of Cahirass 
there lives a fair maiden ;'' which is still recollected, and song 
by the country people. Mr. Roche has built a fine fkmr 
miU here. 
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a house bdongiug to the Parker family ; near which 
is one of the highest Danish forts in thecounty } and a 
mile to the west isOlorane, a fine house }mitt by the 
late Henry Hunt; Esq. The ground here is a dead 
flat,' overflown generally by the Gommogtie. Two 
miles south of Groom, TuUevin Gastle is situated on 
an eminence,^ surrounded by land of the best quality, 
and fit for every purpose of husbandry : two miles 
west of the town Is Dutiainan Gastle and old church ; 
in tfmt part of the pansh to the N.W. is Newbo- 
rough, a. wett-impfl'oved residence of Ghristopher 
Adamson, Esq. ; and to the N.E. is Tory*hill, on 
which the Earis of Desmond and Kerry encamped 
in the reigii of Queen Elizabeth, and from which 
they were spectators of the fgunous battle fought 
near the Abbey of Manister*Nenay, between the 
y'^^nsh comkzianded by Sir James Fitzgerald, the Earl's 
bax>ther^ and the English forces under Malby. The 
south side of Ahis hill is very steep and of savage ap^ 
pearance, covered with large loose rocks and brush- 
wood : it was called Tory hill from the Irish secret- 
ing themselves in it in times of danger. Near it is a 
small lake of immense depfli ; and in the neighbour- 
hood is Gerane, a wdl-improved seat of John Grips, 
Esq. of Gahirnarry. 

The sinaU parishes of Athnit and Disert, adjoio 
that of Groom : they have no church nor glebe> 
nor is there occasioa for them, as they do not 
contain a single Protestant family. The ruins of 
two old churches and a round tower near tliat of 
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Disert, are the only objects of interest to be found in 
these parishes. About three miles N. W. from 
Groom is Droichiod-tarsna, a rectory and vicarage, 
contiuning 300 acres, mostly under tillage ; it is one 
of the parishes which constitute the corps of the Pre- 
bend of St. Munchin's. A church has been lately 
built here, but there is no glebe-house. 

Adare parish is partly in Coshma, and partly in 
the barony of Keniy ; it is valued at £5 5s. sterling, 
if I the King's books, and is one of the parishes in the 
union of Groom ; it contains about 5300 acres of 
land, a great part of which is cultivated, as many Pala- 
tine families reside here, who are a very industrious, 
sober, well conducted people. Their houses and 
farms have every appearance of neatness and com- 
fort; and they have of late intermarried with the natives, 
who, since they have -been enabled to take leases for 
lives, have acquired habits of industry, knowledge of 
cultivation, and proper implemeints or husbandry 
from the Palatines. 

Adare is a very handsome post town, eight miles 
from Limerick. It is situated on the river Maig, 
over which there is a fine old bridge of fourteen 
arches : the river communicates with the Shannon, 
and is navigable for small boats. Adare is rich ia 
monastic antiquities : one of its old abbeys has been 
lately converted into one of the finest parish 
churches in Ireland, and another has become a Ro- 
man Gatholic chapel of equal elegance. A house 
was founded here on the south side of the town, for 
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friars of the order of the Holy Trinity for the re- 
demption of Christian captives^ in the reign of King 
Edward I. by John^ Earl of Kildare. Nov. 4th3 in 
the 37th of Queen Elizabeth^ this friary, together 
with the possessions of the Grey Friars, the Preach- 
ing, and the Augustine Friars of the same, the abbey 
of Monaster an Aonaig, and the nunnery of Saint 
Katharine, alias Moinistir na Gcailleach, were 
granted to Sir Henry Wallop, at the yearly rent of 
jC26 17s. 8d. Irish money, he maintaining two able 
horses on the premises. Some large and very per- 
fect ruins of this friary still remain: the steeple 
resembles a castle, and is supported by a plain arch 
with four diagonal ogives meeting in the centre, and 
stairs leading to the battlements ; the nave and choir 
are small and plain, without any thing remarkable : 
in the rere are several other ruins. The entrance to 
the friary was by a low gjite on the west side, which 
is still standing. 

The Augustinian Friary, called also the Black 
Abbey, was founded on the south side of the 
river, by John, Earl of Kildare, son to Earl Tho- 
mas, who died m the year 1315 : King Edward H. 
confirmed the grants made to it on the 13th of De- 
cember, A. D. 1 317. A great part of this friary still 
remains in good preservation : the steeple, simi- 
lar to that of the Trinitarians, is supported on an 
arch ; the choir is large, with stalls, &c. ; and the 
nave answerable thereto, with a lateral aisle : on the 
south side to the north of the steeple, are some 
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cloisters, with Gothic windows, within which, oa 
three sides of the square^ are corridoFes, and on 
most of the -windows are escutcheons^ with the 
English and Saltire crosses genefi^y ranged alter-* 
natiely : the workmanship is simple and^Iegant^ the 
prindpal parts being of hewn lim/QStone^ which ap- 
pears so fresh as to give H, on tbe whole, a modem, 
yet striking app^earance. Adjoining the , <;loisters 
are several apartments which stem to be much more 
ancient than the other parts of the building. 

The house of the Grey Friars (or Observantine 
Franciscans) was founded in the east part of ihe town 
m the y^ar 1465, by Thomas, Earl of Kildare, and 
Joan, his wife, daughter of Thomas, EajrlioC Desmond. 
The church of the fiiary , built at the sole exp^ise of 
(he Earl and Countess, was consecmted ^mq t^^e 99th of 
September, 1464, when the noble foimders presented 
it with two stiver chalices and a beH, "whieh post £10. 
The Eari also made a gmnt of the ^ound .whereoct 
the friary was erected, with a garden^ an .'orchard, 
and a certain large enclosure, together with eight mes- 
suages, seven acres of small measure, and G<mvement 
pasturage. Thomas, the Earl, dymg in I478yand 
his Countess in 1486, they were buried in the choir. 

The Earl of Desmond had a strong eastle in 
Adare, which very much incommoded the English 
settlers in those parts, and was frequentljr. taken by 
them. " In 1579," says an old writer, " John <rf 
Desmond, with 460 men, horse and foot, besieged 
the town ; so that the garrison dared not peep abroad 
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till their victuals failed them — and theii necessity 
whetted their courage, and made their swords as shat{^ 
as their stomachs, so that Sir John Wa^ forced to 
retii^. The English had but one sMall cot, which 
would hold about eight men, and by the help of it, 
120 men of the garrison were wafted over the rivei* 
into the Knight of Glenn's country, and being unex- 
pected there, did great execution : however, they 
staid so long, that the Knight of Glenn and Sir John 
collected ihu'ty horse and four hundred foot— ^some 
Iiii^h and some Spaniards ; and coming up with 
tilem, a sharp skirmish for eight hours ensued : the 
Etiglish made good their retreat into Adare, without 
any considerable loss,, and killed about fifty of the 
eofetny. Captain OareW commanded in this expe- 
dHion/' f ft 1581, Desmond and Lord Keity put the 
girtison of Adare to th6 sword j but Colonel Zouch 
(Jantel ft6td Cotk into Clanmaurice, and hatving pur- 
s(ued ajid overtaken theM netu* Glenilesk, he defeated 
theint with great (daughter, a(nd took considerable 
booty of Cattle, inoiiey, and provisions. 

Adtfie is now the property of the Earl of Dunraven, 
whos<i fiM niansion aftd noble demesne augment, 
by contrast, the Irftiiactions of this^ celebrated place, 
wltere, ^ettndst a highly variegated and picturesque 
dbpltfy of wck)d and water, the rdins of ancient 
abbeys and castles are seen nodding their venerable 
he^ds oter the silent stream; while extensive vistas 
thrbugh aged triees and shaded walks, where many 

2r 
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a saint and many a hero trod, givea peculiar.interest 
to the surrounding scenery. 

Kilmallock is a rectory and vicarage in the diocese 
of Limerick) united at a period prior to any existing 
record to the rectories of Cloncagh, Clonakilty, Cor- 
comohide, Crecoragh, Kilfergus, Killgobbin, Kili- 
moylan, Ealltearney and Morgans. The chapelry 
of Chapelminet, and half the chapelry of Chapehnar- 
tin^ belong to the college of St. Mary in Limerick, 
which is valued in the King's books at £21 3s. 4d. 
sterling. The vicarage is valued in the King's books 
at 5s. sterlings and united in perpetuity, by charter, 
to the entire rectories of Athenassy, Killbreedy major, 
and the rectory and vicarage of Ballingaddy, belong- 
ing to the college of Kilmallock, which is valued m 
the King's books at £13 Is. sterling. The Dean 
and Chapter of St, Mary, Limerick, are the incum- 
bents of this union (which contains about 8000 acres) 
by charter from the Crown, Ann. 1674. The duties 
are performed, as required by the said charter, by a 
resident curate, who is also a member of the chapter. 
The town is governed by a Sovereign and deputy, and 
has a free school for twenty children : until the Union, 
it returned two Burgesses to Parliament. 

Kilmallock was formerly strongly fortified, and 
ranked amongst the principal towns of Ireland ; for 
we find by an Act passed in a Parliament held in 
Dublin in 1483, under Grerald, Earl of Kildare, that 
a penalty of £20 was ordered to be inflicted on any 
inhabitant of Kilmallock, and other towns of note, 
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who should refuse a certain coin of Richard III. then 
current; and also/ that the burgesses should lose 
their franchises, until they made fine to the King for 
such contempt. In 1590, Edward VI. conferred a 
charter, and many privileges, on Kilmallock; and 
Queen Elizabeth granted another, which is dated 
April 24, 1584. This charter grants several tolls 
and customs — empowers the burgesses to Select a ^ 
Sovereign — ^to hold Courts of Record — to issue ac- 
tions for debts not exceeding £20 — ^to levy money ' 
for keeping the fortifications in repair — to grant 
licenses for making spirituous liquors; orders that 
no burgess shall be impannelled at the assizes, except 
where the Crown is a party — the Sovereign and 
burgesses not to be obliged to take up arms ; and on 
account of their good services in resisting that arch- 
traitor Garrett Fitz Garrett, Earl of Desmond, to 
enjoy all the liberties and free customs, murage, 
pontage, lastage, in as ample a manner as Kilkenny 
or Clonmel— grants a fair, to continue for five days, 
to commence on the Saturday before Whitsuntide — 
the burgesses to be free from all taxes, except* 
assessed by Parliament. 

In 1572, Sir John Perrott, Lord President of 
Munster, arrived in Kilmallock, and received the 
submission of James Fitzmaurice, of Desmond, 
in the church, who knelt down, and placed the point ' 
of the Lord President's sword next to his heart, in 
token that he received his life at the Queen's hands. 
In 1590, James Fitz Gerald, commonly called the 
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(({Mbitti^'lBak of Odscnond^ «t tke head of a htai^ 
^fe'tMxijrbf'llieltiihdPMikDBtcn besieged Kihnal- 
4<K!ki'b(iV 8it^l%0tua^ -N0i¥i8, flie IjoniPnaident, 
asi1«lM l»jf tb^'BeH of OriboKd, forced him«o rane 
t|ie -fliege. ' To 'H^l^#'wanr of ' 1^642, the Iiidi, 
head^ by the ]tA}rdi Moiltttg«kn«lt and ParceO, and 
GoTKel Baity,' MlMd tiuB and other totrm la Mnns- 
Usti 'h«t* thf^ 'pMgitestt #a9 Mt»|^p6d l^y fta fwces 
unhMv L<«d iBhrtyfikoM^^ aatf 'Bir'Bardress TValler. 
la May, <t€i4a, lidrd- Itiehi(]ttiii ahd Sir GhaileB 
-VhvMfw ifividctd the'I^ag^B Vraiops ; Induquia in- 
vested Kihni^kMik with an antf|r ol 760 mea; but 
:$ifi ,ChwlMi \mm tiQtally dpfia;^, and tal^^ priso- 
■nsryby-tfae Irish under.- Lard Gaallehai»Q, oa Oe 
borders of the County of limerick*; this ridnny 
gave fresh hopes to the Supreme CouncS of the 
Irish Dobilityy gentry, and dbfgy, then letting at KS- 
kenny. In 1645> th^ sat in limexbk, and requested 
i(he iBad pf Castlefaaven to, take, the command of the 
/army, whidi he accepted ^ and deposited his mili* 
't&ry' 'in^ktini^ and prdv&iods of every kind 
at Kilmallock. The place was dismantled by the 
soldiers of <7romwell^ and afterwards, in 1690, by 
the Jrii^h commanded by the Duke of Berwick. 
An abbey was founded in this towsi, by St 
Mocholiog, who died between the years 638 aad 
666rthii^'ik'b'6wthe parish churchy aUdiskeptin 
gooctrepiit; iOie Priars ofthe order of St. Domi- 
nioht seated themselves here, Anno^Dom. 1391 ; aod 
iwel are* informed that tiie founder of this Friary was 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOPOGBAIPBY A«D AI^TIQyiTIES. 341 

of OfiUy : it& ruins^ wiiioh ,imy ^U. be; ;s^$iij g^ve 
evidence.tbat; It ww jWimr'aai.?legMit 4triif|tqre. . ; tn 
the aeth Oif JBIuwbeHbs.rH.^% g«»^i With part pf 
its posaessions,; i<y NisiMi^^^Hi^^ ^^overeigp, ^fid 
the bretbrtit i^ud c^mvf^m^. Qf X\^^ iQyfJds. at 
the acHQuaJI molt of :53isui .3d, Jmlk xopiieyv^ .^ i lo; tbis 
chi»ch|f v^4ie..]mft«Ui9iQf n mwiin^wti* ep^ted to 
the^Venkm fw&yiWt Af whoai.was jRepoBeiitittive 
itt PdtKameiit ..for tbia Jtowa ia L&13. . ^nothcnr i^o- 
numeat; of- e^co^Ueiit .wonrkpomwhipt cootaiii^ the 
foUQuriog kiscripticH) r 

*'I)^^alterius Copptngeif> ieqaes aoratos hoe' fWrii et 

'jtibotfia ifkmmaBBfStusk poawiKJ^A. B.^ 1627; BanSnO' Jbl^iani 

. yf)p4|im%^wiq9e i:eU0sf IX Alfiame Haly^ conju^i 8usp. 

i>om. Vfurdon Obilt Aug. 10, 1614 ^tatis sjw 63. D. Haly 

' * Obnt^ October 2d, 1626. JEtatis Suae, 60. 

'rA i :■: ... . • ...i . J 

'' ' '* Sfr Walter Coppinger, Bart, erected this iMcimiment in 
teatiiiioiiy 6f his affectiaii. to Mr. John Verdon and \A^ widow, 
Mip. 4Uc^ Haly, in the year 1627. Mr. Verdon died August 
19, 1614, aged 63; Mrs. Haly died October 20, 1626. 

On a tomb of the Fitzgeralds, in the saiie church, 
is the following—^ 

Non fugiam ! prhis experiam, non mors pfbi terror, 
I wilLnot fljft-^J'Ii fortvne^ try — deaUi'^to m^ no tes^or. 

In tbU chuscb, 13 also a beautiful inamMnent of 
vt^ike nai^^ beknigbg to the fatniJy: of Lord 
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Blakeney^wbo wasf^adered^fambus by iua'defeace 
of Miaorca«; and Ui tbe chu];eh of St^ P^ter and 
FmU ia tbe lbUofwiiig> ottriotts m&ciifition to: the me-' 
mory <>f three relaUon^, afimed Baigate, ^ivirbo, it 
appeaiB .fell fighting loV'theif coiintry .«. v < .^ - 

** Tertla, Lux. bffisos. Memorat! Septemb. In/ Anno. 
Quern. Legis^ Heu. Nondum— Tlreg^Teaet Uma. • "'^ '^ ' ' 
SeoeB. Marte. Nepos.— Pratrisqo^. JEluaQt* T|ia. Ppgn^iti • 

Ju8tO. 

Jus. Patriae. Causam. Rexque. Fidesque. 

P^obatit. Integer. AttritiB. Reperitur. ' ' ^ 

' Oaaad<»r. Ta£xtis» Virginia et Yen*' ' • ' 

, Purpura. MartyriL Jillia. Purpur^qa., . . ^ , . . , 

Inter. Ludentia. Fluctus. Tres. Meruere. 
' iVinrii. Nomina. Mannor. Habe. 
' ^"•"' ^ 1 ' -' ^' 'Qe«rffc*' ' " « Jl:»'..-. ' "' 
,. . ^^'^^'^^ , \ B!dv«d . ( ««g»te. ,- 

Nepos , .Alexander J , 

tJate 1(542. 

Reader, this year it grieves my heart to tell, 
Itt battle three relations nobly fell ; 
Fighting for King, Religiouy Country, Laws ; 
Angels and men approve the glorious cause I . , 
Their mangled sides, exhibiting to view 
• The Vlfgii'B white, and Martyr^s purple hue (■'' '^ *" 
Well may the herald's emblematic lore, , ^ * ', ' ^ 

Their bright atchievemeats blazon o'er and o'er ; 
With dew-dropt lilies in a purple stream. 
Marble immortalize each hero's namt^. 



George 
Edward 
Nephew.*.*.. Alexander 



Brothers ^ ^^^^^ . ^^^^^^^ 



*.,Tlxey .m^^^. hav^ b^en per9d(ns of some note,Jfor Borlaee* 
relates, that on the 28th of February, the Greneral escohangsd' 
with. Pj^i^rick Furcell, Governor of . Kilmallock, ofie Burgatc, 
a Cork prisoner, for Lady Hume and her son, then detained 
in the town. 
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Fftzgorald, the White Kinght;' is biiflfied ^mHHQ 
Domiaiean Abbey, whcfre h she wn ' a smiall ' hdflo w^ 
on his tomb^ which is pretended to hive been'foiwi- 
ed by e. continual drop^ of rain/ caltdl m Irish 
''Braon 5iW&r/' dMt is^ this^ hereditary ^op; as a 
mark of displeasure from heaven, for his great cruel- 
ties to his CathoBc countrymen.* 
' KtlmaTlock has, with great propriety, be6n deno- 
minated '^the Balbec of Ireland.'' The ancient 
walls, which in many places still remain, appear to 
have formed an oblong square, with a castle «t eaeh 
angle ; and the houses were built of hewn stone. The 
principal entrance to the town was by a lofly' tqrrejted 
gate- way, which led into a street uniformly built; 
once, no doubt, a scene of bustle md animation, but 
now exhibiting the stillness of a sacked and des9- 
lated city, with magnificent. ruins of ecclesiastical^ 
military, and civic edifices, scattered on every side, 
which remind the passenger of the grandeur and 
prosperity of their former owners. Of such a scene 
the following lines of Mr. Pope are peculiary de- 
scriptive: — 

" The levelPd town with weeds lies covered o'er, 
J' The hollow winds thjoough naked temples, foar^ 

* An a^cicdpte is related of the White Knight, that having 
met a Priest near Kilmallocktb^^^m^ded.ofbiiiii^dftbto oath, 
if he were a Catholic Priest or not ? the other shrewdly made 
useof W6 negatives, swearing by his oath thfei{ h&^mn^ino* 
Priest I to which Fitsgerald replied, laughing at his supposed ' 
igrnorftnce, *' Indeed I see you are not, and stifiered him *to ' 
departib = * - 
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'' Round broken eolomns duping ivy twitted i 
" O'er heaps of ruin stalks tlie stalely hind. 
" The fox, obscene, to gaping tombs retires, 
''And savage bowlings fill the sacred quired/' 

Beyond Balmaliock on the right, is Adh h3i| with 
a fine shrabbery, and well improved demesnei the 
seat of Ejrre Evans, Esq. grandson to Thomas 
£?aiis of Miltown Caste, Cikonty of C<ffk| who 
was brother to the first Lord Carbeiyi* Bs^ 
lyncf^Uj situated in the same vicinity^ was oaca 
a town of some importance, and was biudt by 
the English. The family of Roche foiHuled a 
monasteiy here in the 14th century $ and Qum» 
EfimbMh kk h« d9th year granted the same (whieb 
in the patent is expreisisly called a CarmeMte Friary) 
with half a c^rrucate of land belooginig^ thereto, to 
the Univelsity of Dublin. Donogh O'Donegaf^ wifli 
the last Prior of this house. 

FOBBLE BRIEN. 

The battmy of Pobu! ni Bhrian, or Pobbte Bri«, 
is north eart of Coshma : it contains three pdriah^ 
entire, namely, Kilkeedy, KiUaleathan, and Crecony 
parts of CrOom, Mongret^ Knocknegaul, KilpeacoDy 
and Manister. Thb barony has derived its name 
from Brien Dufi^ son of Connor O'Brien,^ Kkig of 



« lliis place, irith a very exteaalve este.te aroNmd it^ beM|^ 
ed to the bte Ckidtoy Coote, Esq. of Mottstrath^ &t?her of <Br 
Charles Ceele, u whom the tale Eail ef Moustmth beq^eafted 
his entire property. 
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Thomondi pr North ,Muflstj^r^ip,tlie l,4p^j who 

settled in thb.dUtfiQtr'^liW|b(^piBriacJLpj|il to^a and 
seat was Carrig O'QcQntuiaii (Gaffvigoguonel) Castle, 
magnificently situated on the summit of d lofty hill, 
which vf^$ foonerly a.{>iace,pf ^f^t ,s(i^ngth... In 
S$ptem))er 1691, it jvas taken ^nd blow;:^ up by , 
Geqer^ Sc^favefliote, hy order of GiuUe,. Itheq besieg- 
ing Li^^ck^ and its rUins^. wfiicb. present; 4 fi^Q^s 
object to t^e. surrounding country^ are still siufficient 
to sh^w i|;8 former, conseguence. It wa^ the ^at of 
Ponogh,Q3mnin.l530; Daniel O'Brien,, a lineal 
descen(j|ant of the^ f^ilyi^ ,was livjpg at Q^yUf in 

j768,./7 . . •. » •." .; .. • ; ^ 

JCj^ee^yi four ^xk^ ,a t^alf miles frc^, Iiim$rlc|c, is 
a rectoijr and.vicacage^ V^ued 19 tjbe King*9 bP9ks ^t 
£2 Is. and containing 4644 acres : it pos^ses a 
handsome . church, pmao^ent^ Tfith a. tower and^ 
spire^ and an excellent glebe-house^ all situated n^ar 
Carrigogunnel Castle. In this parish is the village of 
Carrick a Quicy, wh^e was formerly an house' for 
Knig^ Templars. Tirvoe, the fine seat of. Colo- 
nel William Thos. Monsell, nephew to the late Lord 
Viscount Pery, enjoys a noble view up the Shannon 
to Limeriek. The house is spacious, and contains 
many beautiful apartments, in one of which is a fine 
library. The demesne is extensive and well planted * 
and the view of the ruins of Carrigogunnel Castle 
through a vista in front of the house, is truly grand. 
\Lord Clarina has a handsome house and demesne 
at Elmpark. Besides the above^ the principal resi- 

2 s 
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dent gentry of the parish are. Cooper, of Coopei^s 
hUl ; TutbitI, 6f Faha,« celebrated for its fine (leer- 
park; Rose, of Ballyanrahan ; VatsooBf of Crag^ 
beg; and Yokes, of Kilc^eman. 

The road from Ltmeriek toRathkeale t^ through 
the village of Patrick's Welli Over^ the w<^ is a 
square stooe^ 10 which is afigimiof 0#*itotelarSiuD^ 
in alto leKevo : a sohfier pulled ^vlowAilhis,8t0tte 
some time since, and broke it fntwbwitlr » great 
rock; bttt it'has been joinedand. erectediigftittbj 
the vil)ag«rs« The grfeatisst par^ of *th|» ptnab con- 
sists of excellent kmd^ panticolarty NeMr^own, Corca- 
nbre^ and other townlands bordering pn^the Shaih 
son I ii;hich are the richest coreaas lander in Ireland, 
and yield generally fiora seveo tt> fight (onsi'of bay 
lo the acre* • "J •- * r •-» • • 

The parish of ICiUaleattiani contftining 1 ISA aew^ 
Jmns KUkeedy on the souths and la a vicaragey ta* 
lued in the Kiqg's books at JlSsw 4d. Irish r it haa no 
church, glebe, or giebe^house. The only objects of 
{nt^'estin this parish are Attyflin, the seat of Jobo 
Westippp, Esq. ^ Fort Etna, that ol Mr pBaeock ; 
and the niinsof an old chureh at Kilonihan. 

South-east of KiUaleathan, is Crecoragh, a vee- 
tory and vicarage, valued in the King V books at 
£2 sterimg : it possesses no church or glebe^hoase; 

"i^ George Ttithill, Esq. is nepheurto lh» late Lord M8S^> 
and grandspQ to George TuthiU, Esq,, of Bajjinlina, in this 
county^ who was the great friend of Damer^ called " tU« 
wealthy and the wise.** 
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Md the income is inadequate to the comfortable 
94ipport of a resident incumbent In this parish are 
situated Richmond Villa a neat house, built by the 
late Henry Westropp Esq. ; Jockey Hall^ the seat 
of Major TomktHs ; Bettj^ville, a handsome thatched 
cottage^ occupied by Oaptain Jphn Franklin ; Doe- 
neeuj; a good liottse, lately bui|t by Villiers Peacock^ 
Cisq. ( and Green Mount, the very handsome and 
weiUtmproved demesne of John Green, Esq* 
' Batiyc^hane parish lies south of Orecoragh ; 
it IS a) rMbor; 'entiiis^ beii^ the corps of the Pre- 
bend iiifirsof^^ «outaSn^ i (M^4 acres, and is valued 
in the . King^s books at £2 la. sterling, but 
has noi .diitroh^ ^Offiglebe^hiMse. '-. lo this parisk is 
Mar^iUe^ia ' teiy baodsQuie 0tt8id6noe^>with a #eH- 
enclosed demesne, built by the late WilKant FmcIi, 
fisqv s lUld Jai ;itB vimnity are tira fine Rafths, 
pUnlmlriround Iheicii^eumfereiice witb> #faiipthofn 
trees./! jTbeipiatish is ^equally under patiture^ and tilt 
lage >| IdDdvSftri&t ti^ell « flmipplied-wilb fud tirab the 
bogs. d^AMyflioor aad BaBimrillab This barany^* with 
that ol; Hentf^ to the West, and th^ N. Espt part 6f 
Coshmarpo6iWfie& tbebestiinprovedlaad mtbe Ifhoie 
cottnty ^simfA ifeib highly lomamoifed ^with the fine 
sesidMtfS0s,r^'thkkIy« {planted demesnes^ a^^ well^ 
inclosed parks^ of^ its numerous geotryv' 

KENRY. 

This barony has that of Pobble Brien on the 
East, Lower Connello on the West, the Shannon on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



348 COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

the North', and the barony of Coshma on the South, 
It contains four parishes entire ; namely, ArdcaDny, 
Kildimo/ Kilcornan, and Iber Russ, with about 2000 
acp* of the parish of Adare. 

Ardcanny, situated on the Shannon, is a rectory and 
vicarage, being thecorps of the Prebend thereof, which* 
is valued in the King*s books at £2 sterling Irish : it 
contaiins 1 764 acres, andpossesses a handsome church 
and glebe-housle. In this parish along the river Shan- 
non, are several gentlemen's residences, which are well 
improved, particularly Carrtown,the seat of Mr. Bald- 
win ; Melon, that of Mr/Westropp ; Ballinacarrigeor 
Rockfield, the house^ of Mr. Villiers Fitzgerald ;' 
and Shannongfove, belonging to the Eaii of 
Charleville.* This fine old seat is well wooded, and 
being immediately situated on the Shannon, com- 
mands a fine prospect of that noble river, and of the 
county of Clare. In the village of Shannongrove 
is a charter scliool for 100 children. 

South East of Shannongrove is Palace Kehry, a 
large and handsome village, through which a road 
runs from Limerick to CastletoWn and Askeaton.' 
Palace was formerly the inheritance of John, the 
sixth Earl of Kildare. This branch of the family 
was removed afterwards to Cairrigbran in the county 



• William Bury, Esq. of ShonBongrove (the ancestor of 
Lord Charleville) was High Sheriff of this County in 1726; at 
which time he married Joue, daughter of Baron Moore» of 
Tullamore, in the King's County. 
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of Clare, of which the present General Augustine 
Fitzgerald of Carrigoran, is the representative.* 

South-west of Ardcanny is Kildlmo, an entire 
rectory, the vicarage being valued m the King's^ 
books at £0 16s. 8d. Irish: it contains 2969 acres,' 
and is one of the parishes which constitute the Arch- 
deaconry of Limerick. Kildimo is a small village, 
to which a draw-bridge leads over the Maig from 
Court Ferry, and it has a small unomamented 
church, With a glebe-house. Between Court Feriy 
tod Adare, up the river, is Curragh Bridge, the hand* 
some residence of George Fosbery, Esq. On the 
right are situated the ruins of Cullum Castle, takeiit 
hy Sir Hardress Waller, on his way from Castle- 
town to assist Ireton at the siege of Limerick. Th^ 
castle was defended by Captain Thady Burke,' and 
a garrison of fifty mien ; but after a few dischargei$ 
of artillery, called siakers, Burke capitulated. The 
soldiers placed on the towers, and on the top of the 
castIe,'hot knowihg whslt was agreed 'on, and sefeing 

* Captain John Fitzgerald of this family, saved the life of 
King Charles It. at tbebaiUeof Nasehf^in 1645. Jn this, 
actim ChptaiQ Fti^tzj^cald was^Wonnided ; and so ana^oos.was 
the Ki^g : for bis safety, that he took off his own sash, with 
which. he bound his wounds^ and afterwards Rewarded bind' 
with a' pension : the «ash is stil] preserved in the family; 
Cafitaiii Fitzgerald Uad' three sws who fought at the baXfie oi; 
Aligbriinou t^esideof Jfin§ James. Two of th^m, Edwftrd 
and. Charles, were afterwards killed at Lisniskeagh ; and the 
surviving son, John, married the Hon. Miss Butkr, daughter 
x)f the 8d liOidViscaant Ikerini. 
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a number of the Eoglbh eatering the gate, fiiocl 
oo them, killed two^ and woujided Waller in the left 
arm i but he, with ^ancommon geaerosity, restraioed 
hb men firam,reivengiiig th^ d4ath oC their, .compa* 
nions. Near CuUaoi .Castle is Coart, a very fine 
old plaoei which. JMpoged to the Jate^r Heniy 
HartstpDge, Bart. : it is now JtlM9|irope«ty iof.tbe..£ar( 
of Limerick. The ground between Court <,and the 
Sliannon is.Iow, and consist^ eptirely^pCjicbtOOCoass. 
A little farther on to the right, are, th« n^oiaina of 
Bolane C^i^tle, built by one of the.Fjit&GeiiaUs; 
and about a mile to {Ik; nortfa« mtu^in the» Jow 
ground n^ar the.Shann^Q^ is Bally Kulli^e, ^xksM 
forMfi^d builduig, nearly perfeqt» tb§<^ptoaiMe to 
whii^ Vs^ foimerly by a draarrba^idg?* M?e w»tq^»<^t 
the Sbwnon ^often Jowiqg TpM<c)d it whfM^vj^p ar 
8tpwg,nw4 blew from the w^ Jp>irthj^jou^ jia |h€|. 
S^y woo4^fi bill of Dromore : at th? foflit of rjthis 
hji|},i9adeeplaHe»Qoy;ering obout, thirty itqnesjiwjbioh' 
isi^pwraited , ^nom apoth^ to tb^^povtliy by » W^ 
b|9gp, . It is a curious remark, that tlie depth of this 
lake is nearly in proportion to the beight of the ad- 
^joiniug iii||ii 4^4 thisisibttpd to be.jtheMH^/vWith 
neaily alHho lakes in this county ^ from« wjbtch an 
hypothosi^ bas been raised, that thei^ bills had been 
thrown Wiby. sow# c^^v4^^^fif m*W^ I «^d, Ibat 
the hoUow» thus formed were.fiUed up mth water* 

On the left of the road near Dromore, are the walb 
of a little church called in Irish Kile na Lutter : it is, 
perhaps, the smallest church in Ireland, being, but 
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twelve feet by eight ; and it haslinit one amaU window 
at the east, and a low Gothic arch on the* west. The 
country ftodth of ^Kildimo' to B^ll3f«hea MH^haaa 
. picturesque appearanc^, from. the inetjualky ^f the 
ground und its high' stttte 6f cultivation* 3 but the 
land t6 the westward 'behind' BallyiiohUi honse^ the 
seatbf the 'Rev/Thomas Westropp, is- flat anduniii* 
teredting. ' -* 

Wtet»of Kildimo is^Kiicoman^ a rectory entire, va- 
lued* ib' the Klng'^bcfoks at £8 Irish : it contains 
about 4000 a^res. ' The church b i^in and unorna-' 
meated, auvd the glebe' is ^ne of the finest in Munster. 
Near the church of Kilcoman, stands Castlet6wn^ 
the 9Mt^dbhn Waller, Esq. : the house is siti^ated' 
upon fm eoiinence on the banks of the Shannion;' 
in the loidfitt of a' noble demesne, welt^^lafclbsed 
and wooded: The approach totiiis beautiAititei^ 
dence* commands' an extensive view both ap aMi' 
dowft the rivu; which winds through the <iemestte 
by luxiH-iantflantattoas 6ffuII<-gr<oWn trees of VaiiOus ' 
kinds, laid out with exquisite taste. The ground 
north of the house slopes gently towards the Shan- 
nODjT which, tdgether with the valley 6b the'Ea^t, is 
shad^'iMth'tre^s of the richest foKage. But it ts 
nottd hii3 demesne alone that the highly esteemed 
pfopriet(Mr<of Castletown turns his care and attention ; 
— ^hhr bifth^ofent exertions have rendered his tendnts 
the most cbtofortable, and his estates one of the best 
improved in the kingdom ; presenting (he pleasing 
prospect of neat houses and well-cultivated &rms^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



852 couirrf of limeeicjc. 

properly divided by hedgerows of various kinds. — 
Sir. Waller is, indeed, the fitth^r and the friend of his 
numerotts tenantry ^ and he enjoys the heartfelt 
satisfaction of knowing, that there is not a poor per^ 
son living on his property.^ 

Holly Park, the seat of Richard Taylor, Esq. 
is well situated, and surrounded by an extensive 
demesne. There is a fine lake near the house, 
which was formerly a fortified place; and hollies have 
here a most luxurious growth out of the. rocks, 
which form some romantic and agreeable views. 
At a little distance to the west of Castletown, is 
Bushy Island, the residence of Darcy Evans, Esq. 
it is immediately on the Shannon, and the approach 
to the house is through the demesne and plantations 
of Castletown. . West of Kilcoman is Beagh or 
Bay Castle situated on the Shannon, and about a 
mile to the south, Beagh Old Church, near which, 
also on the Shannon, is Ballysteen, a good house 
and well-planted demesne, belonging to Colonel 
Westropp. 

* Mr. Waller 18 tbe lineal descendant of Sir Hardress Wal- 
ler, who llTed here in 1630 ; about which time he married 
Elizabeth, daughterof Sir John Dowdall, of Kilfenny, in this 
county. Castletown was besieged by the Irish commanded 
by General Piircell, in 1642, and obliged to surrender for want 
of water. Sir Hardress Waller being afterwards attainted offaigh 
treason, Charles II. granted to Sir Henry Ingoldsby, Knight 
of the Bath, and to Sir Richard Ingoldsby, Bart. 2000/. on his 
estate of Castletown. 
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LOWER CONNELLO.* 

This barony joins that of Kenry on the west, ter- 
minating the courjty on that side : the northern part 
lies on the Shannon. It contains twenty-one parishes. 

Glounshire is due south of Kilcoman, and between 
the parishes of Adare and Croagh. It is a rectory 
and vicarage, valued in the King's books at 10s. 
Irbh. It contains 770 acres of very indifferent 
ground, and is one of the parishes which constitute 
the corps of the chancellorship of Limerick. In this 
parish is a fine house, lately built by Colonel Dick- 
son ; and near the road from Adare to Rathkeale, 
are the ruins of Garan Buidhe Castle, that is, the 
Castle of the Yellow Wood. 

Croagh joins the parish of Clounshire on the 
west, and contains 3203 acres : it is a rectory and 
vicarage, forming the corps of the prebend thereof, 
which is valued in the King's books at £3 Irish. 
The church is in good repair, being part of the old 
church, which was very extensive, and is said to 

• The baronies of Upper and Lower Connello, were formerly 
called Ibh Connuil Gabhra, i. e. the country of Connal 
Gabhra^ an Irish Prince, who was the ancestor of the O'Con- 
nells of th^coonties of Limerick, Kerry, and Cork. But this 
country was more anciently called Tir fihfear More, and also 
Tir Ar More. The first means the great grass country ; and 
the second, the great com country : the O'Connells appear 
to have been dispossessed of this territory some time before 
the 12th century; for, from the continuation of Tigheamagh's 
Annals at the year 1 155, we find that 0*Cinealy and O'Culeain 
were then the two Kings of Ibh Connuil Gabhra» and that 
they killed each other in a rencounter on a day of battle. 

2t 
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have been at one time colk^ate. Croagh^ now 
reduced to a miserable village^ was formerly a cor- 
poration town. Lieutenant General Patrick Pur- 
cell^ who w^ put to dea^lpi by Ireton^^ aftei 
the surrender of Limerick, t^ad » l^grge estate 
here, which was then forfeited, and afterwards 
became the property of Captain Walcott : tbe 
family miansiQn was near the church, but it is now 
levelled with the ground. In this parish axie s^t^ated 
an old mansion belonging to the ancient family of 
Aylmer ; and Amigan castle, in a good state of pre- 
servation. Near the village are Smy thfield, belon^g 
to Richard Smyth, Esq. Ballinvirigh, the old resi- 
dence of Mr. Fitzgerald, and Bally lij^n^ the seat of 
William Smyth, Esq. 

The country froni Adare to Cro^h, and thence 
to Beechmount, within a mile of Rathkeale, is very 
miinterestmg, being loiy, bl^s^k, and wet;, from Bal- 
lyshea hills on the norths to Knoq Firine on the 
south : the greater part of this flat is pasture. They 
raise some good crops of wheat in a very dry sea- 
son about the village, the mode of cultivation being 
potatoes and wheat alternately. Fairs are held at 
Croagh on the 1st of March, 1st of IV&y, 3d of 
August, and 1st of November. 

Rathkeale, west of Croagh, is an entire rectory, 
valued in the King's books at £2 Irish, and united 
at a period prior to any existing records to the recto- 
ries and vicarages of Cloonagh, Clounshire, and 
Kilscanlan, being the corps of the chancellorship of 
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Limericki which is valued in the King's books at £13 
Irish ; and with the chancellorship is holden, by 
episcopal union, with the entire rectory of Dundon- 
aelt. The parishes in this union are all contiglious, 
and contaki 8000 acrels. There is a large church at 
Rathkeale in good Impair, and a very handsome 
glebe-house and suitable offices, about a mile 
distant; This wad f<ninerly a corporation town 
of consideTsible Consequence $ fofr, in 1654| when, 
by an Aet of C^omweB, the Commons of Ireland 
we^ lindted t6 thirty^ the countied of limerick^ 
Clare atid Ketty had but one Representative, who 
Was d^ksted at Rathkeiile : it had belonged to the 
Ea^te of Det^nioild^ vrhoUe fortunes it shared, tfs will 
kppetit iit the historical part of this wc^k. It is sitcv- 
oted on the east bank of the river Deel, and is stilt 
the best town in the county ; being a mile in length, 
imd containing tnany good houses. Over tlie river 
is an excellent bridge, and on an e&inence upon the 
western bank, is a fine house and demesne, where 
Lord Southwell formerly resided ; but it is now much 
neglected.^ Many Palatines were settled on his 

* Lord Southwell is descended from Sir Thomas Soathwell, s 
Knt of Court Matterass/ Castle Matterass, and Cloy Kattered, 
in the county of Limerick ; at which last place he lived in the 
Rebellion of 1641. His father's town of Court Matterass, to 
the number of fifteen dwelling houses^ was burned on the 
night of St. Patrick's day> by Maurice Herbert of Rathkeale, 
the dder. In 1654, he was Sheriff of the Counties of Lime* 
rick, Kerry, and Clare. Charles H. for his services, created 
him a Baronet, by privy seal, dated at Whitehall, 10th of 
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Lordship's estates, whose industrious habits have 
greatly tended to improve the town and its vicinity. 
Four annual fairs are held in Ratbkeale, chiefly for 
the sale of cattle : it is also a post and market town. 
A Priory, under the invocation of the Virgin Mary^ 
was founded here for Augustine canons of the 
Order of Aroacia, about the year 1289. Eleanor 
Purcell granted to this Priory the tenth loaf of every 
baking, the tenth flaggon of every brewing, the 
tenth pork, and tenth mutton, and a considerable 
portion of every ox or cow killed in her manor of 
Mayen, to the due performance of which she bound 
herself and her heirs for ever. Hugh, her son and 
heir, was sued by the Prior for the non*perforniance 
of this grant, who answered, that his mother 
made the said grant to the Prior, after the settlement 
she had made upon him of the manor. The Prior re- 
joined, that after the death of Eleanora, John, then 
Prior of this house, was put in possession of said 
charity by the said Hugh, who ratified his mother's 
deed. Hugh then agreed to grant yearly to the 
Prior, as a compensation, two cronnogs (baskets) of 



March^ 1661 ; to which was added a grant of land under the 
Act of Settlement. He lies buried at Rathkeale^ under a mar- 
ble monument^ with this inscription : — " Sir Thomas South- 
well, of Barham Hall, in the county o( Suffolk, in England, 
erected this monument for his family/' His grandson. Sir 
Thomas, who succeeded him, was created Lord Southwell, of 
Castle Matterass, in the county of Limerick, on the 4th of 
September, 1717. 
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bread corn, and three cronnogs of oats, on the feast 
of Saint Michael, and four porks.on the feast of St. 
Martin, for ever : the Prior then gave up the residue 
of his demand. 

> A mile east of Rathkeale, is Beechmount, the seat 
of Thomas Lloyd, Esq. The inequality of the 
ground, the vast plantations, and a fine piece of water 
render this demesne one of the most magnificent in 
the county. About two miles to the north west are 
the fine ruins of Liosnacoille Castle, built by the 
Mac Sheehys, who were brought into the county by 
James Fitz Gerald, seventh Earl of Desmond in the 
year 1420 : and about two miles to the south, is Bally* 
alinan Castle, situated dn the east bank of the river 
Deel, built by the O'Hallinan's. In the year. 1 600, 
Dermod O'Connor having, in concert with Sir 
George Carew, treacherously seized on James Fitz 
Gerald, the pretending Earl of Desmond, and hav- 
ing conveyed him, together with Thomas Oge, of 
Kerry, and two brothers of . the Sheehys, prisoners 
to Castleishen, took Bally alinan Castle from Rory 
Mac Sheehy, father of the two brothers abovemen- 
tioned, and there settled himself : in this castle 
Dermod was besieged a few days after and forced 
to surrender oil conditions. At a short distance 
north of Rathkeale, is Stoneville, the handsome re- 
sidence of James Massy, Esq. and also Altavilla, the 
beautiful seat ojf John Bateman, Esq. 

Dundonnell is an entire rectory, valued in the 
King's books at 10s. Irish, and episcopally united to^ 
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the corps of the chancellorship of Ltmaick: it is 
two miles N«W. of Rathkeale, and contains 568 
acres. In this parish is Riddlest^wn, the old famity 
mansion of Gerald Blennerhassett^ £dq.* Three 
mfled N. N. W. from Rathkeale h Nantenftti^ an 
entire rectory ^ united from a remote period to the 
tectMies and vicarages of Kilfenny^ KiHinelly^ and 
Loughili^ the entire rectory of Cfewmally-> the rec-^ 
tories of Dromdeely^ Knocknegall^ and Shantiagolci- 
en^ and the vicarage of Morgansj being the corps 
of the Precentorship of Linieriek^ which ik valued in 
die King^s books at £S Irish } and the Union ck>n- 
tains about 8000 acres. There is a church in good 
repair at Nantenan^ and also a new glebe-faouee ; 
and in the parish is the fine house imd demesne of 
Mr. Royse. In the parish of Dromdeely is an old 
castle of that name ; also. Court Browne Castle, 
near the seat of Mr. Browne, immediatdy On the 
Shannon. In the adjotntng pari^ of Morgans 
stands Mount^Pleasant house^ and near it the fine 
rains of an old church called Teampotmuiregodaim. 
West of Morgans is Roberkstown, a rectory and 
vicarage, united with Duni^toylan, which is conti- 
guous; and both contain 2600 sbcres. Lismakeeiy, 

* Robert Blennef basset was die first of tbe name wbo came 
into Ireland from Cumberland^ in tbe reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth : be married Elizabetb, daughter of Captain Jenkins 
Conway, from whicb marriage all tbe families of this 
name in tbe counties of Kerry and Limerick, are descended. 
Conway was an undertaker in the same reign, and bad a 
grant of 5260 acres, called Killorglin, in the county of Kerry. 
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joiniAg Drpm^eely on the south, b an entire rectory, 
<;oDtaiQiBg SOQO ac^^s. These partshea possess few 
pbj^t$ of interestl except the ruii;i3 of old churches. 
The couDilry i3a ft>r the most part,, ^^y light a»d 
craggy, bare of tre^, mA unit for (hUage^ save somd 
sc^tltered spQts th^it procKioe light oiK>ps of com > aod 
tJlie iohs^bit^s arej extremely wretched. 

The parish of Cappa is situated, to the north of 
Raiyy^eale : near the tillage is a handsome house 
a«td ios^pfovements^ belonging to Robert Feppard, 
£sq. At some distance to the southward is C)gipfia 
Castle, once a noble structure ; half of which only 
Qow remains to shew its former gracdeur : it is at 
least 100 feet high^ including the mound on. which it 
19 baiU ; the coigiie sUmm are all square and po^ 
ib^ed ; the windows aire at rarious. heights^ accord-- 
wg to the different loftings, being fx>xmed of c^wed 
stonie, and arched« The ca^le is sunrouoded by an 
eo^battled wajl^ enclosing aisi aii^of thirty-fiw yawte 
by twenty-four : it was built, according to traditioOj 
by the Pit^ GeraJds, of which femily there weie two 
brothers^ one of whom lived: ia Cappa Ga«(lle, a«d 
the other in a castle near HoHypark, north of it, to 
whPm al^o belpngedthafc of Cappa. His wife wish? 
ing to live at Cappa, gave orders to have, it prepared 
ft>? her residewe; but the brother, then living in it, 
Qiliusp^rateid at the idea of bdng dispossessiedi blew it 
^p. The land in the parish of Cappa is light and 
dry, full of grey rocky hills 5 and in mdiny parts it i* 
well cultivated> 
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On the road from Cappa to Askeaton is situated a 
beautiful glen, extending from the former place to 
Castle Hewetson^or Bally England, the seat of John 
Hewetson, Esq. It is formed by rocky hiUs of diffe- 
rent heights, which, togetherwith those that back them, 
afford a very romantic and wild appearance, having 
no tree or shrub of any kind : a stream runs through 
thb valley and turns a mill at Ahevilla^ near Castle 
Hewetson : there are some fine plantations around 
the house ; but from this place to the Shannon, the 
country appears uniform and uninteresting for about 
three miles. v 

Askeaton, lying west of Cappa, and fourteen miles 
from Limerick, is a vicarage, valued in the King^s 
books at 10s. sterling, having been always holden 
with the entire rectory of Lismakeery, but considered 
only as episcopally united : it possesses a church in 
good repair, and the union contains 4235 acres. — 
Askeaton was formerly a large walled town, and be- 
fore the Union returned two members to Parliament j 
but it can now be only considered a village : the Deel^ 
over which is an ancient bridge, runs through it, and 
discharges itself at about two miles westward into 
the Shannon. Fairs are holden here on the 30th 
of July, and 9th of. October. 

An extensive monastery was founded here by 
James Fitzgerald, the 7th Earl of Desmond, in the 
year 1389, according to Ware; but according to 
Wadding, in 1420. It ranked amongst the finest 
ecclesiastical structures in Ireland ^ and it was of 
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sach importance^ that a provincial chapter of the: 

Order of Franciscans was held there in the year . 

1664. The friars were expelled this house by the 

English ; and some of them were, put to death by . 

the soldiers. Of this fine building the cloisters are > 

still in perfect repair, and are of very, curious work- > 

manship : they are composed of a kind of dark marr > 

ble brought from Gannon island, in the. river Shan-: 

non. In the abbey are qiany ancient monuments, ; 

but the inscriptions on most of them are nearly obli-* , 

terated by time : a curiously carved stone is placed 

over the remains of an old man, said to have been the 

workmanship of his son, who could neither read nor 

write, and had no other assistance than, a model. 

drawn on a slate. A pilgrim who lived in this abbey/ 

for some time, lies buried here under a flag, with the r 

following plain inscription: — *^ Beneath lies the- 

pilgrim's body, who died January 17th, 1734." — 

Huge fragments of its once magnificent tower lie 

scattered around this ancient pile. 

The Castle of Askeaton exhibits at this day a 

splendid ruin. . It was built by Garret Fitz Ger^d,. 

the seventh Earl of Desmond,^ on a sdUid rodq of: 

great height and extent, and was entirely suirouti^ed 

with a strong and lofty wall, which was encocA- 

passed by ^[the river Deel, the entrance bei«^|^/a; 

* * Grose calls it erroneously Rockbartpn Castk : hi^^aj^ ^* li. 
is romantically situated, and its niins. present a very pictor** 
esqne appearance : it is s^d to have been built by one of the, 
family of O'Grady. It was garrisoned by the Irish in 1649, 
but the year after was taken and demolisl^d by Col. Ax- 
tell, who was then governor of Kilkenny. 
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draw-l>ridge. The part of the castle which is still 
pteservedj is dO feet high^ land in it is shewn Desmond's 
gaol, a small arched room at the west, to which the 
ascent is by ihslny steps : the old oak door siiU remains, 
entirely studded with bfoad-heided nails. At k short 
disttoce Was Desmond's banquettihg had, the walls 
of which still continue in great preservatioh; th^'room 
is seventy-two feet long, and thirty in breadth: 
on each side were five large Gothic windows ; and 
beneath the hall, are vatilts of great extent. On the 
14th of October, 1568, James Fitz Geriald, the 
fifteenth Earl of Desmond, and high-treasurer of 
Ireland, died at his castle of Askeaton : he was the 
fatfier of the unfortundte Garret Fitz Gerald, Earl of 
Desmond, who forfeited his life and property for his 
rebellion in the reign of Elizabeth. In 1673, he 
wa^ committed to the custody of the Mayor of 
Dublin : but, having obtained leave to go hunting, 
he and Us brother made their escape to the cas- 
tle of Askeaton. On the 18th of January, 1S80, the 
Lord Justice, Sir William Pelhaih, arrived ih'Xtiine- 
ribk> wherb he confined the Bishop, William Casey, 
and the cl^cellor of the diocese, oh suspicion of 
Holding a treaisonable correspondence with the Eail 
of Desmond* On the 3d of April, in the same year. 
Sir George Carew marched .to attack the castle of 
Askeaton, but the garrison retired in the night> leav- 
ing ^ train of gun{)Owder, which bleW tip a part of 
the fortress : next day it wias possessed by the 
English, and Desmond had not then a castle left in 
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Munster. Iq 1^42, Lord Br^^hill s^t two hundred 
men to. A^k^^atoiij^ .T^;hiclv preyeat^d tbi^ toyf^n from 

Fi;(^fl|l A^j^tQ^^ to j^ana^olde^, (or abpu^^ five 
mxleff^ 1^1^^ co^ntiy appears, .(e^c|I>t, ^ajl^clogl^, itie 
se^^fff^^r. ^^apUy^^md the l}ouse of parrol I^ash, 
Es(j^,.jirjt^h h^Y^'s^^ thepf),) one of 

the ,b^€;!^^t.,iii^ ^In^^aqo^ bein^ . almost destitute of 
every ^^jijd of .verdure,. . It. is covered with 
cragg[^ iroc|s:s ,^$ far as, the ey^ can reach ;, but the 
few^scatte^red iqhfkbitants, endeavour to g^Qw a 1itt\e 
corq and po^toe^ in every spot which is capable ^t 
^ult^vatipn., .Wijthia a mile, of Shapa^oldeo s^re, 
the jfjn^ri^ins.of ap^bbey, <^lled in Irish^ Mmnis^ir 
m Giilji^i^^ not noticed by Ware^ Wadding, Alle- 
ma,adf- J^X Ai'chd^l ^ aud near it are the remainl^ pf 
(it^ne .fo^fic%tiop8. . > Adjoining tbe abbey is the 
hous^ of.Mr. Morgjui, with some plantatiops. ., . '7" 
Shanagolden is a rectory and vicarage,con3titutir}g 
par^of tiie corps qf the precentorship of Limprick: 
the vicarage is valued in the Kin^s books at I3^.,4d. 
Irish,, and it pa^esses a handsome church and tower. 
Shajiajg|olden is a large village, consisting of thatched 
houses, the ground aroand it is i^'ell cultivated,' 
and the inhabitants seem contented and comfortable.^ 
Fairs are holden on the Wednesday .^ter*^^ 
Sunday, and the 4th of September, The clergy- 
maiji resides in an handsome house ne^r the town^ 
around which there are some new plantations.^ About 
a mile south of Shanagolden is Shanet Castle, which 
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belonged tothe-Eeid of* Desmond^and firom which 
he took his- wartcry, asfthel Fiti^eralds» ol! Leinster 
took Iheir'sfromthe oaksBe of Oroom.^ The approach 
to Sh^inet Castle. is «qi A^tejep hUi; motU you meet 
an imm6D$6TaQipalrt with a d^ep pifiae^ aix hundred 
feet in circntmfereDce : withja thiSjeiibrciciehineitt is a 
lofty mouod in form of a' tranoat^d eone, i^oand the 
periphery of which runs a wall twenty feethigh and 
six feet thick. This wail ^lidoses to^^mabfoDe 
hundred alid dghty feetin^eincumfereucejintlHi een^ 
tre of which is the cas^, applarentty a poly^aoa 
the outside^ but within it is perfectly <eircalaiv<tod> is 
siirty two feet in circumfeiieniee 7 its wall% wrhidbare 
embattled, are forty feet h^h and* tent feet^lbki) 
having as many port and l€x>^-holel aft there aie 
angles* This must have been* one of tke strotigi^ 
places in Munst^ from its situation ; theaftproach 
being through bogs, mountabs^^'aod rockyMfe. tFtom 

* lu th6r tttiitb jyear of Henry VII* aa Aet was pkA^d tpi<dbi>- 
bitipg^flie use oC the woids SAanfi^^, C>Y^.^^;^t^4M^i 
Sec. the war-cry of the followers of the Irish Chieftains. There 
are various meanings given for the word ««?. The Irisb at 
this dajr, 5*b^ they ask who is ton^uefin^P s^if/tM (hdag 
^huadh? (pronounced. ^#^iic^i|0/»0i;> tad th^ M^onea^of the 
labouring. cla^sesj when they call the ..pecg^le Jjjpa^^.ffpm l^ie 
fields, cry aloud Bo-o-o-o. It may have been derived from Bo^ a 
fieree Gothic Captain, sonofOdinj whose name was Weii by 
bis aoldiars .vhe».(faey wished, to fiigfatea. or^sarprftM tkeir 
enemies ; and at this day wb^n the Irii^h threaten 9r defy 
each other, they cry out a bo bo i or when they wish to 
frighten their children, they cry out builU bo, that is, Jierct 
or mad Bo. 
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its walls thereisafinetrieitj up fflie Bhiidfion, vf the 
coDanties Of 0tairr*«ldl LtilieriGk;i'«tiick'asf Jlr as' the 
county of H^peraiy oA theeMit': td the il^ea* arfe coq" 
tinued'hilisi to 'Abbeyfeate'i fi|fifd'O0>tlTe^ i^UUta '<^haiii 
of biUsi^ consisting, soma oPgodd'groatid/ and «ome 
co?e!red''wU)h heath, rum^ from Newcastle to this 
plac^,' > %tnl on to Kiaoot Patrick^ near the Shannon. 

Betu^eb the hill and Shanagoldeh, in the valley, 
stood LowerShanet Castle. A legend idforms as, 
that MdoSheehy/the last proprietor of this fortress, 
was ^deprived of it bf la stFatagem, contrived by a 
dalOghtec of ''the Earl of Desmond, who being on her 
wayifvom the eomity of Kerry to one of her^faliier's 
ctetlte tin) the concty of Limerick> was hospitably 
entertaitied by Mac Sheehy. . Admiring the 
sktfmtiohty sbe requested her host to give her a^much 
gvouhfl'as'Bfae could cover with an ox-«h]de vandshe 
then^eallltwitikMacfibediy as Dido did! with Jarbas; 
for, cutting the ox-hide into, small thongs, she took 
in the castle,, which he^ was obliged toigive up; her 
fath^Vlrat* and power rendering any attempt at 
resistance hopeless. At a little distance, south of 
-the cattle ia a very extensive . fort» suorQunded with 
deep fosses auNt high embankm^ts : on the top of 
this fort' two high iridges cross each other at right 
angles, and meet the. circumference, cjlividijag it into 
four oqued segments. Theientrance was frooithe 
east, by which the Iri^h forts are dbtinguished from 
those of the Danes. . . 

About a mile north of Shanag<dden is Knock- 
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Patrick, said to be the highest mottntailn in thid 
coQAty, with respect to whith Oamden'cites the fol^ 
lowing Knes of Neicam :— 

*' PlmninibiM magois latatur. Hibania^mQUS 
" Inter Conantiam Momooiamquei fluit ; 
" Transit per marosLimerici Knock Patrick illum^ 
*' Oceani clausum sab ditione videt/' 

On the top of Knock Patrick are the walls of a^ okl 
church in good preserration ; the eirtrance into WhiefaL 
is by alow Gothic arch on the West. ' Tbb ohweb 
is held in great' veneration, us it ij suf^Osed (o have 
been consecrated by St Palrick, whose chair is Dhewo 
here, composed oif five stones. At a litde dislaiioe 
frdmthe church is. a'weH decEcated- to the Sain^ 
where the country people si^ he left agoldefteup^ 
which remained there until witftift <li^ kEst'My 
years, and tSiat it is now in the possession of sMie 
family in that country : they alsorelate that a Draid 
Priest, whilst helping St Patrick with water Aoai 
the wefl, mi^ed some poison wMft it> w4i(cll wsi» dis- 
covered to the Saint by three drops falling^ through 
the cup into the well, by whichthe latter witt disco- 
loured. Within the wafls of liie ehuroh aiie two 
handsdtne monuments' belonging to the Burke lind 
Griffin families. From the summit of this wild and 
lofty solitu(fe the torrounding country presents a 
grand and extensive prospect, which is increased to 
sublimity by an unlimited s^yf of theSbannoni pur- 
suing its majestic course to the sea through numeious 
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ifildxids; amongst wbidb that of Inmscattery, with 
its liable mm, forms a prooaioeiit cdbiject * 

- Knock Patrick terminates at. the road that leads 
from Limerick to Glin and Tarbert by the Shan-^ 
non^ where, witli the hUls of Giuachain and Cor- 
g/nff, itfon^os a beautiful valley called BsiHynacraggy* 
At Corgriff is^the house of. Gerald. GriflSin, E&q, 
and near it. stands on an eminence w^Il planted 
qjftd commanding ;a jSne view of: the Shannon^ the 
y&ty liandsome, gjl^be-house of the. vicar of Shana- 
gdkfen* The road that leads along by Fdynes island 
hasjpeeii made with immense labour and expense^ 
through the lofty elii& ^hat bang .ov^r the:riyer ;. 
andiiitia considwed one of the. ^nest ia Ireland : 
firom4t the travelter has. a nob|e view .of tbe <water 
dtf^uig against the cliffii on . hia rights. . whilst 
titieilo%^ enmeiiMs on his 1$^ are. covered .with 
pwide; flonieripg heath to the very jsummit The. 
Shaanona.t.Foynefiislandis nearly three miles over ;. 
and tm ibm county of i Glare sidf^ are some, beautifiil. 
TCside&i}e%%p«rtieiilarly Cahircon, the seat of Bmdoa 
Steott,Bsq. 

>- About /two miles from Foynes island is Cappa, or 
MounliTrenchard) the house of Stephen Bice, Esq* 
boldlyi abated OR; the Shancu^n^ .wrrowded by 
higblyrpUintedparkSy whichslope dowA totbe river. 
Mount Tisenehard is in the parish of Loughill, 

* We shall take particular notice of the various objects of 
curiosity and interest in the Shannon, in our description of the 
City of Idxnerick. 
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a rectory and vicarage^ the latter being valued in the 
Kiog^s books at 10s. steriiug : it constitutes part of 
the corps of the precentorship of Limerick, pos- 
sesses a very handsome church and steeple, and con- . 
tains about 210 acres. Joinmg Loughtll on the 
west is the parish of Kilfergus or Giin, a' rectory 
and vicarage ; the rectory constituting part of the 
union of Kilmallock : the vicarage is valued in the- 
King's books at lOs. and has a handsome church,^ 
glebe-house, and glebe; but the benefice is too 
small to afford the means of comfort to a resident 
incumbent. In this parish is the very neat village of 
Glin/tttuated on the strand, formed by the Shannon : 
if it had a good quay, it is well adapted for trade^ 
there being anchorage near it for the largest vessels : 
it possesses some manufactures of linen, and cotton 
cheques ; and great quantities of butter and corn are 
sent to Limerick and Cork. The Shannon is here 
three miles in breadth s and the view ftoin . Glin is 
very fine, extending fourteen miles towards the 
mouth of the river, taking in the islands of Tarbert 
and Spattery, and five miles up the river, including 
Foynes Island. The Saiight of Glin resides in a 
noble mansion built by bis father ; and he appears 
anxious, in every respect, to promote the happiness 
of his tenantry, who are, in consequence, generally 
comfortable and contented. Lancelot Kiggell, Esq.' 
has lately built a beautiful cottage adjoining a fine 
old wood near Glin, which is seen to great advan* 
tage fi*om the water. 
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Th^ Kdifeht of Grllti Uxid Ms 'sdii Thom^ were 
b6th attainted, ianU the' tetter sd^rM (lie^th lU the 
Ilthy'eai^'^bf the mfgn^ (Jl'^ufeety ElizaLlietb, f6r 
haviiig suppdrf^d ^eir relative; th^ Earl - df Des- 
mbnd : ^ tlieii* estates- were conisequently ' Mrfeited ; 
hiit, 'hf ^6oA ftianagemtef, the^ gfe&iter- part was 
J)resei*v^d to the femily* The son afterwards took 
atr active part with the Sugaheo** prWettd&gEarl of 
De^rriond • for \*hich» bi^ Castle of Glin w^ besieged 
^ddt^kfeh'O* the 9<h of July, 1600, after ti siege of 
tWd djiys, by the English comrbatided by Sr George 
€aiteW,'Pipesidenl'6f'liiiiister, and the^Earl of Thoo 
ttkoiid: softie 6f the'gafrii^<y«i were-pttt'to'the sWord, 
while others fea{]led off the battlements in to th'e'Shan^ 
lion/ and' were drovVned; 

' Kilmojrlan, west of Shanagblden, is a 'rectory ind 
vtcat'age,thieIatt<Wbeh3gvaltiedin theJClng's bodks at 
7s; 6d; stferlffa^, and is held by faculty^ witir theVec^ 
tOi^ahd Vicarage of Tankardstbwn : itcoriti^insf 300 
acres; 'btit ' pos.^esses no cJiurbh or glebfe ^hduse. 
Kilbbllman pariiSli is south of that ol" Shaiia^olden, 
aid <i0fttaln& about 600 acres: it is 'a rectoiry'and 
vi<iarage,'tHelatterbeii]fg valued in the Kind's books 
at T^. 6d. sterling, but Without a cHiirch '6r glebe 
lioiise. Rfethrbhan is a rectory and vicira'ge, eon- 
tAihing'- 12300 acres, valued' in the King's Tjooks 
kl 10s. sterling, wfth • a church bfat ho^gl^be- 
house. In this parish are the villages of Athea and 
TempletJea, with Cahirmoyle, the handsome seat of 
the late Wm. Smyth, Esq. Five miles north of 
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Rathkeale is the pariidh of Ardagfa, an etotir^ rectory^, 
being one of 'the ^ari^hes whieh constitute the aieb- 
deaconfy of Limen^,aiid Containing 2200 acres. 
Pairs are hoMen at the village of Ardagh on the 
nth of Majr, Htli 6f August, and '2ls1; oi 
November. In the east of this parish iatt Coaled 
Glenville, belonging to WiUiath Ma^y; ' E^. ; 
Elniy ttie seat of Jonas Studdert, £sq. and itilscan- 
nell, the house of Mr. Condon. ' The land Ih this 
vicinity is some of the best in the coutrty, and it 
is beautifully planted. A chain of mountaiins itins 
from the Shannon southward to the county af 
Cork, under different denominations, whicih areinostly 
coveifed with heath and bog. 

Kilscannell is a rectory and vicarage, the latter 
valued in the King's books at 13s. 4d. Irish, and It 
is one of the parishes which constitute thfe chahc^- 
lorsbip of Limerick: it contains about 1800 acres of 
excellent land, mostly pasture ; of which the entire 
of the country from Rathkeale to Newcastle, in 
Upper Cohnello, a distance of six miles, consiits. 
The parish adjoins Kilbroderan, which is a rectory 
and vicarage, containing 1400 acres, without a church 
6r glebe-house. The country from Rathk^ate W^- 
ward to the Shannon has a wild and rdmantic 
appearance, because of the crags, gleios, bogs and 
monn tains with which it aboands^ 

UPPER CONNEiiLO. ' ' 

This is the most southern barony of the county^ 
and contains twelve parishes. 
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Bfuree, anciently called Brug na Riogh, or the 
Seat of the Kings, is a rectory and vicarage, the 
rectory being one of the parishes which constitute 
th^ deanery of Limerick : the vicarage is valued in 
the King's books at 13s. 4d. Irish, and the parish 
contains 5000 acres, mostly rich pasture : a hand- 
some church and glebe*house have been lately built 
here, at a short distance from the site of the old 
church, near the river Maig, over which there is a 
good bridge. Bruree, now reduced to a village, is 
remarkable for the half-yearly sessions which were 
held there by the Irish bards, and which, according 
to O'Halloran, were continued down to 1746^ 
Above the bridge is the well-improved residianpe of 
(he Langton family ; and below it, immediately 
over the river, a very strong and lofty Rath, 
surrounded with a deep fosse, outside of which are 
three others of smaller dimensions. On ap eminence 
in the vicinity is a large mound in the shape of an 
inverted basin, from which there is said to be a sub- 
terraneous passage to the forts. A littJQ farther 
down the river are the ruins of a curious fortress, 
consisting of three strong castles, one of which is 
entirely dilapidated; these are aurrounded with a 
very lofty wall, with ramparts and battlements con- 
structed of large blocks of grit, with whiclx all the 
castles and old churches on each side of the Maig 
from this place to the Shannon, have been construct- 
ed. The wall is more than 120 yards in circumfe- 
rence; one of the castles is in high preservation, and 
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io it afe shewn t«ro^troog cells, Whtob» aceording to 
tradilioD) weie tised as piisoBsby O'DonovaoQ, prince 
of Kenry; whosere^dehce t\m is said to^iave been :^ 

^ * Doctor O'Halloran relates^ "That ia the year 966, Mafaim, 
King of Tbomond or North Munsler, who was brother to the 
cekbrated Brian Bokomhe, agreed,' at the ^t^rpofiati<m of the 
Ckrgy, to m^t Maolmiiadb, his rWal fov be crowft of Mns- 
tter, with a few (Vi^kIs on each skle, in order to settle their dif- 
ferences amicably : the house of (^Donovan near Braree, was 
appointed for the conference, and thither Mahon repaired widi 
only twelve ndbl^men and their attendants. 'Madittiiiadh, Who 
had prettoaaly prevailed oh CDotiovan id beti^y his Prince, 
came to the place with a strong body of horse, and carried off 
{he gallant Mahon to the county of Cork, where be was basely 
murdered at Leaciid Mbathuin, near M tUnroom. After the eom- 
pletionof this ad of treachery, Maolmuadh was proclaimed 
King of Monster ; but Brian avenged the murder of his bro- 
ther, by killing O'Donovan in a pitched battle shortly after, 
and totally routing bis forces, among wh6m were IdOO heavy 
armed Danes, oommanded by their Greneral Alv^bs. In 967, 
Maolmuadh was slain in a fierce engagement at Bealaeh 
Lachta, by Murrogh, then a young man, who thus secured 
the crownof the two Munsters to his father, the valiant Brian. 
Our Annalists inform us, that at this period the Kings of 
Munster gave annual presents to their territorial ehiels, who, 
in return, were bound to furnish their quotas of men and 
horses when called for. Thus O' Donovan, the chief of Kenry, 
in the county of Limerick, claimed seven slaves; seven free- 
men, seven swords, and seven cups. OfRyan, chief of Gwney, 
six shields, six swords richly mounted, six horses with gold bits 
and furniture. Mac Eneiry and O^Sheehan, chiefs of Conal 
Gabhra or Upper Connello, ten swords, ten shields, ten horses, 
ten cups, and the honour of sitting at the £^g's table. G'CoU 
lins and O'Kinnealy, chiefs of Lower Ck>nnello, the same. 
CKerwick, chief of Aine Cleach, eight swords, eight horses, 
eight cups, two suits of armour, and two cloaks. By the aid 
of these Princes, the King of Munster was always enabled to 
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btttitis ifiK^etprobikble tliattlus fort^ was built by 
a branch of (he house of Laey, who> possessed an 
immeDse territory aroiind Broree ; and that O'Dono-^ 
van lived in the great I>uiD or Rath .before^xnentionedj 
surrouxxdisd by his followers in the i^maller ones. 

The' river Maig tisieaiid^rs here through abeaqtiful 
valley^ wbo$e skies, eonaisting of rich meadow, 
fijope gently to ks waters. At a little distauce be- 
low Brubee, the river passes under Howardstown- 
bfidgeynedjr wbieh h-^m old church, the bury ii^ place 
of tjie liai^Qg family ; from whence it pursues its 
course by Gooleen, a neat residence of Joseph 
Masoa, £sq. where it forms a conflux with the 
Dawa: pear ^lisis Hardingigr(>ve, the. very haiid- 
sooae se$t qf Henry > HardJBg, E^q. fimn hence it 
flows through Gleann Magha or the iSlenof the 
Maig, to Betview, the seat of Maslsy Yielding, 
Eeq. In the west df the parish is the village 6f 
Garryfine, Ballytiege, the seat of William Nash, Esq» 
and itockhill, that of Mr. Cushin. 

Adjoining Bruree is the parish of Castletowii 
Conaier^ formerly called Castletown Mac Eneiry. 

take the field on the ebortest notice, at the head of 30,000 
horse and foot. 

A legend relates, that a daughter of O'Donovan, standing 
one day on the top of the castle near Bruree, with two 
officers of her father's household, with whom she was, for 
some cause, highly offended, pushed them off into the river, by 
which one of them was l^illed, but the other escaped. The 
people in the neighbourhood pretend to shew a hollow in a 
stoiie, which was made by the unfortunate man, having struck 
against it with his knee. ^ -j? 
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Here are the remains of a very large monastery and 
other ancient buildings^ " which sufficiently evince/' 
says Archdall, '< the purity, dignity, and splendour 
of the ancient family of Mac Eneiry/' who were 
said to have been the direct chiefs of the Dalcassian 
race, being descended from the eldest son of Mahon 
King of Munster: the Mac Eneirys were dispossess- 
ed of their large estates in consequence of their 
attachment to James II. In the west of this parish 
is Kilmeedy, a vicarage belonging to the vicars cho- 
ral of Limerick. It contains a village of thatched 
houses where four roads meet, with a small unor- 
namented church. Bordering on the county of Cork 
are Drew's Court, an old family residence of Francis 
Drew, Esq. ; Derawlin, that of Mr. Harding ; 
Cappanhane and Rossmore, the seats of Mr. Mason 
and Mr. Shelton. This parish contains more than 
1000 acres of land, but two-thirds of it is a dreary 
waste. 

Newcastle is a rectory and vicarage, valued in the 
King's books at £1 Irish money, having been always 
holden with the rectory and vicarage of Monegea, to 
which it is episcopally united ; and this union con- 
tains 10,000 acres. Newcastle is a good market 
town, 114 Irish miles south west from Dublin^ it 
was not long since the direct road between Kerry 
and Limerick, and many of the inhabitants were 
considered wealthy and hospitable. The name of 
the place, according to Archdall, was derived from the 
Knights Templars having erected a castle here^ ad- 
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joining which' a walled town insensibly sprung up, 
and at length became a corporation ; but in process 
of time it fell to decay. Tradition reports, that the 
Knights used some barbarous customs, which 
so disgusted the Irish, that they put several of them 
to death ; and the place is still shewn where their 
remains are said to have been interred.* After the 
suppression of this order the Fitzgeralds took pos- 
session^ of the castle, and of an extensive tract of 
country around it, all of which were granted in the 
year 1591, on Desmond's forfeiture, to Sir William 
Couitenay, Bart, the dth of that name, as a reward 
for his services in Ireland.^ 

The markets and fairs of Newcastle are held in 
the square, on the north side of which are the mar- 
ket-house and assembly-rooms. On the souths is a 
Very handsome church and tower, built in 1777, 

* In the Council of Vienna, held on the 22d of March^ 1312, 
the Knights Templars were accused of practices contrary to 
religion and humanity, in consequence of which the order 
uras suppressed ; and Malay, their grand master, w&s burned 
alive at Paris, in the following year. 

t Sir William Courtenay,' ancestor of the present Lord 
Courtenay, was knighted in 1599, by the Earl of Essex, Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, for his military services in the county 
of Limerick : he settled the Newcastle estate on his fourth 
son, Oeorge, to whom the manor of Mayne (forfeited by a 
branch of the Fitz Maurice family) was left, by his uncle, 
Henry Ougbtred, on his taking the name of Oughtred. The 
inanor of Bewley was also settled on George Oourteiiay, by 
Robert Strode ; but his son Francis Oughtred Courtenay dying 
without is^ue, the three manors fell to the elder branch of the 
family^ in which it has ever since remained. 
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at the expense of Lord Courtenay, which conUuns a 
painting of his Lopdshipls arma^ aad on a tabkt th^ 
following inscription^-^ 

" Ut benefactoram pietas et munificentia 

'' Posteris innotescant : 
'< Galielmum Vice Comiteniide Courtenay 

*' Ueec memprat tabula. 
" Hi^Jusce ecclesifls fundatorem/' • 

The chupch>taiids close to the walls and fortifica- 
tions of the Knights Templars^ and one of the castles 
is fitted up in a beautiful manner, as a' residence for 
Lord Courtenay'si agent. During the late disturb^ 
ances, it was strongly fortified^ in consequence of 
the hostile intentions which the insurgents mamfested 
towards that gentleman. At Newcastle is also a 
v^y handsome house belonging to the Rev^ Mr. 
Lock, with^ a welUplanted demesne^ 

At a little distance to the south-west of Newcas- 
tle> is Monegea or Teampol na Mona, a rectory and 
Ticarage, valued in the King's books at £2 Iiish, 
being one of the parishes which constitute the union 
of Newcastle. The west side of this parish is moun- 
tainous, and in this? vicinity are Rpthcahill, the seat 
of William Browne, Esq. ; Gardenfield, that of the 
late Bryan Sheehy, Esq. and Mount Plummer, the 
old family mstnsion of Brudeneli Plummer, Esq. 
West of Rathcahill is an old church, called Teampd 
Gleantain, in which is a tomb of the Lacy family. 

Mahoonagh, or Castle Mahon parish, situated 
south-east of Newcastle^ contains more than 500 
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licres : the village stands on the east of the 0eel, 
ov^r which there is a good bridge of four arches ; 
near it on an eminence are the noble ruins of a castle 
built by the 'Fitzgeralds, and the walls of an old 
church and burying place ) and adjoining the castle 
stood Castle Mahon-house, which was burnt down 
by the insurgents. The manor of Mayne to the right 
contains the remains of an old castle and fortifications, 
situated on a rising ground, which have been con- 
verted into a barrack : to the S.W. is Bally don- 
nelf, the seat of Thomas Furlong, Esq. The ground 
in this and in a great part of the adjoining 
parishes, is entirely pasture, being generally covered 
with d^irycows. 

South of Monegea i§ Killeedy, a rectory and 
vicarage, being the corps of the Prebend thereof, 
which is valued in the King^s books at £2 Irish^ 
thb' vicarage at the same, and the parish contains 
^00 acres: the chwrch and glebe-house were 
burnt down by the insurgents, during the late dis- 
turbances. In this pairish are situated the ruins of 
Kiileedy and Glynqiiin castles : the latter was 
built by an Irish chieftain named O'Hallinan.^ 

* This castle, we are informed* was atone lime surprized by 
CVBriea of Glyntstare^ who pat all the family to death> except 
an, Infant child who was in the cradle. The child was 
bronfil^ht upas a servant in the house of O'Brien ; but after he 
arrived at maturity, becoming acquainted with the history 
and dareadfol fate of his family, he resolved to avenge their 
death ; and while hunting soon after with O'Brien, he slew 
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Ballintubber, the seat of Edward Sheehy Esq. and 
,^ Glandaff^ that of Mr. Steveily^ are iii this vicinity y 
^ and to the south is thfe dreary mountaiiir of 

Mullagh an Uais, that is^ <^e Sumnrit of Fatigue, 
a naoie given to ife by the Rapjparees of Kerry and 
Cork, who were accustomed to drive the cattle 
they had stolen from the low lands of the county of 
Limerick over this high mountain* Near this is 
the village of Coot. 

KiUaliatban is a vicarage in the southern part of 
the barony, containin); about 2300^acres. In this 
parish is Springfield Castle, thereat of Loard Mus- 
kerry, wloich, with the adjoiniog manor, belonged 
to a younger branch of the Desmond family, who 
were called Lords of Clenlis.^ 

Clouueah and Clonelty, rectories and vioari^es, 
valued in the King's books, the former at 10s. ster- 
ling, and. the latter at £1 sterling; contain 6600 
acres. A religious house was buiU; at Clouncah by 
St. Maidoc, of Ferns, who died A. D. 634. On the 
East bank of the Deel in thk parish is Knockaderry, 
or Cnoe a^ deire (i. e. the end of the hills) a fine old 

him^ and then hamg collected his father's fifiendsand ^IIow- 
ers, he took possession of Glynquin Castle^ and recovered his 
ancient inheritance. 

* liord 'Musketry married in 1795, Anne'Fitdnaurice, sole 
heiress of her grandfather, John Fitsmaurice of Springfield 
Castle in the county of Limerick, who was son of Captfdn Wil- 
liam Fitzmaurice, second son of William, the twentieth Lord 
Kerry. Captain Fitzmaurice served in the Earl of Drogheda'^a 
regiment at the siege of Limerick, under General Oinkle. 
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sest of the Darcy family, with extensive plamtalions; 
near which is Kilmurry old church, and a little to 
the south Grange old church, both near the Deel, 
which here flows through a beautiful and rich val- 
ley. The hill of Bally hahill runs due east from this 
towards Ballingarry; to the south of which is Balliooe 
Castle : the country in this vicinity is a dead flat, 
consisting entirely of meadow and pasture. Cor- 
comohide is a rectory and vicarage, valued in the 
King's books at £3 Irish ; the rectory constitutes 
part of the union of Kilmallock, and the vicarage is 
united to Clouncagh and Clonelty. There is a 
church in good repair at Corcomohide, but neither 
gbbe-house nor glebe : in this parish is the village 
of Ballygran. 

Abbeyf(^ale, due west of Newcastle, containiug 
2000 acres,' is a vicarage, but the benefice is too 
small for a resident incumbent : in the village, 
which stands on the river Feale, fairs are holden on 
the 29th of June, and 18th of October. An abbey 
for Cistercians was founded here A. Dj 1 1&8, which 
was afterwards made a cell to the abbey of Manister- 
nenagh. From Newcastle to Abbey feale, the country 
(with the exception of a few cultivated spots) pre- 
sents nothing but a wild display of bog and moun- 
tain. At the foot of the mountain of Luedera is 
said to have been situated Cluain Chuduel, or Kilita, 
an abbey in high repute, which was founded by SL 
Ita or Mida, a descendant of the blood royal of 
Munster, who died the 15th of January, 569 : her 
festival is stiil solemnized in this part of the country. 
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BalUngany in the North East, 19 a vicarage epis* 
copally united to the rectories and vicarages of Ro- 
hertstown and Dunmoylan in Lower Connelio^ and 
those of Daragh and Kilfinnan in Coahlea : there 
are two churches in this unioo^ both in good repauv 
one at Ballingarry and the other at Kilfinnan ; and 
the union contains 9000 acres. Ballingarry, formerly 
the residence of a branch of the boose of Lacy, is a 
large village, having some good houses, one of which 
is the residence of Thomas Odeli,£sq. : four annual 
fairs are held here. Near the village, situated on an 
eminence, is Grove, the fine house and demesne of 
Colonel William Odell, who represented this cownty 
in Parliament four several times. A beautifiil glen 
finely planted with every kind of timber tanees, and 
an extensive deer-park, full of aged whitethorns, are 
also in the neighbourhood of the town* In the same 
vicinity is Kilshane or Kilsona, a fiiary erected for 
Conventual Franciscans, by Fitzgerald, Lord of the 
territory of Clenlis ; and here was also situated an 
abbey for Cistercian Monks, which was founded in 
1 198^ and dedicated to the Virgin Mary : Jongelin 
calls it Kilson, and says it had been once an abbey 
founded in 1198, but that it was afterwards a cell 
belonging to the Petra Fertilis, or our Lady of tbe 
Fruitful Rock, at Corcomore in the county of Clare^ 
which was seated in a pleasant place, and was founded 
in the year 1194, by Donald O'Brien, King of 
Limerick. The walls of Kilshane abbey still remain,, 
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in the centre of which is a very beautiful square 
tower, of great height. Near the town, on the west, 
are the ruins of a castle built bj the* Knights Temp- 
Jars, and now called Parsons Castle: on the south 
are Woodstock Castle, and that of Lios a Mhota^ 
gvanted hy Charles II. to Sir Allen Broderick, ances- 
tor of Lord Mid41eton. The seats of the gentry so 
abound in this parish, that we must be content with 
the following enunieratbn : — ^The Wood, belonging 
to Mr. Fitzgerald-mMount Bio wn^ John Southwell 
Browne, Esq. — Odellville, Alexander Odell, Esq. — 
GlettwilUam, Geoi^e Massy, Esq.-^Ballyaoe Cox, 
William Cox, Esq. — ^Liskennett^ Patrick M'Mahon, 
£sq. — ^^Cooirus, Sir Richard Harte. — Kilmore^ 
Thomas Lynch, Esq. — andBallyknockane, Michael 
Scanlan, Esq.^ Jackson's Turret, built onahill^ 
was formerly the residence of Mr. Jackson, who 
was celebrated for his skill on the Irish bag^pipes, 
and the composition of some of our most admired 
nati^Mial airs : this turret was a fine object to the 
sarromding country, but i#.is now nearly in ruins, 
having been struck by Ughtning some years ago. — 
Between a range of hills that run west from Jackson's 
Turret and Knockfirine, situate to the north, is a 
fine valley^ consisting of excellent ground. Knock- 
firine is considered the highest mountain ia the coup- 

* Patrick O'Scanlan of this family, was made Archbishop of 
Armagh, A. D. 1256, during the Pontificate of Alexander IV. 
and the reign of Henry III. of Engliand. — Hibemia B&mi- 
nicuna, page 469. * • 
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ty ', on its summit is an heap of stones called in Irish 
Stuadhraicin, or the Pinnacle^ which^ in all probabi-^ 
lity, was erected by either the Irish or Danes^ as a 
specula^ from whence to give the signal by fire of th^ 
approach of an enemy .^ 

Kilfenny joins the parish of BalUngarry on the 
east : it is a rectory and vicarage, valued in the 
King's books at £1 16s. 8d. Irish, and is. one of the 
parishes which constitute the coips of the precentor- 
ship of Nantenan. At the foot of a hill stands 
Kilfenny Castle^ formerly the residence of Sir John 
Dowdally which still exhibits strong marks of its 
former magnificence : it was besieged by the Irish, 
conmianded by Lieutenant General Patrick Purcell^ 
of Croagh, in the wars of 1641, and was resolutely 
defended by the widow of ^ Sir John Dowdall,t who 
was at length forced to surrender, the Irish having 
got possession of the hill in the rere, and two wind- 
mills which commanded the castle. In this vicinity 
are the walls of an old church, strongly built, and at 
present overshadowed by two alder trees that grow 
within them. In the church which is separated from 

* Livy, in his account of the wars between the Romans and 
Philip, King of M acedon, says, that the latter made use of 
such signals, to discover the movements of the enemy. 

t Elizabeth, wife of Sir John Dpwdall of Kilfenny, was 
daughter of Sir Thomas Southwell. After the death of Sir 
John, she married Donogh O'Brien, son to Daniel O'Brien, 
Viscount Ckre, by Catherine, daughter of Gerald, the six- 
teenth Earl 9f Desmoid, who lost hia life and property in the 
r«ign of Queen Elizabeth. 
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the aisle by a strong wall and iron gate, is a beauti- 
M white marble monument with the following in- 
scription :-— 

" Here lyeth the body of Gertrude Pigot, alias Southwell, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Southwell^ of Castle Matrass, in said 
County, Bart, together with her three sons, John, Robert, and 
Richard, and her daughter Anne, in hopes of a joyful resur- 
rection to life eternal ; she departed this life 28th of May, in 
the year 1683. This small monument was erected by John 
Pigot, in memory of his said wife and children, the 13th day 
of June, in the year of our Lord, 1718.'' 

Adjoining this was Ballynakill house^ which was 
burnt by the insurgents on the 24th of Feb. 1822, 
as it had been converted into a barrack for soldiers ; 
and to the east of the church is Finiterstown Castle. 
The parish contains more than 2000 acres of very 
light land, with some bog and quagmires : fairs 
are holden on the Common four times a year. 

COSHLEA. 

This is the most S. E. barony in the county, and 
contains fourteen parishes. 

Galbaliy is a rectory and vicarage in the diocese 
of Emly : the rectory is valued in the Eang's books 
at 10s. sterling, and the vicarage at £5 Is. being 
one of the parishes which constitute the union df 
Kjllenelick, which is a prebend in the same diocese, 
united at a period prior to any known record 
to the rectories and vicars^ges of Ballinlondery and 
Galbaliy, the rectories entire of Ballingarry and Kil- 
beheny,and the parishes c^Clonlarkagh and Duntri- 
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lei^e, beitig the coips of tbe prebend thereof : the 
tmioQ contains about 9000 aores. Fans are hold^ 
at Galbally on the 12th of May and 15th of October. 

Galbally, which signifies the town of the Gauls 
or Celts, must formerly have been a place of great 
note, for we find that in the year 1601, the Pied* 
dent Carew gave orders that all the chiefs of every 
county in Munster, should assemble themselves at 
Galbally in the county of Limeriek,: and bring 
with them the best forces they could make up, of 
horse and foot, together with provisions for ten days, 
to attend such directions as they should be com-* 
manded by the Lord Barry, who was appdnted 
General of the Provinckls^ and ^cordin^y that 
there assembled there 1300 foot and 120 horse of 
the county of Cork only. 

There was a monastery^ founded here in ihe year 
1204, by Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien for Francis- 
can Friars. The ruins of this friary are yet remain- 
ing, with those of several other rel^ous:foim(kitions, 
which sufficiently shew the ancient magmfijoetice of 
Galbally. On the 20f h 6f January^ and in the a5th 
of Heiniy VUI^ this monastery, with thre^ gardens, six 
m^s^ages^ and six acres of arable land, was graaited 
in jcajnte to John of Destnotod for everi at the yeariy 
rent of four pence Irish money. 

At Galbally is a very large and excellent glebe- 
house, with all necessary offices. built in 1794> on a 
laige acide,. with weU-aiclosed.gaidens, under the 
direction of. Lord Soonerton, then Archbishop, of 
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Cashel. The church which is ia good repair is 
situated about two miles from the glebe-house, at 
the west of Duntrileague hill^ adjoining which is 
a very large roofed vaults and near it the ruins of the 
ancient mansion*house of the Massy family.* F'rom 
the vicinity of Galbally to the Galtees, on the souths 
there are large tracts of flat land covered with heath 
aad furze -, but there is also a great quantity under 
tillage and pasture^ and the variety of scenery exhi* 
bited by these lofty mountains, whose sides are 
aloiost perpendicular, and whose height pierces the 
clouds, is truly grand and magnificent. 

On the north side of Duntrileague hill stands 
Castle CrtSLghf a very handsome seat of the Bennet 
family,. J3P0W in ruins: it was finely planted and 
romantically situated on the side of the hill, and 
at the extremity of a deep and beautilfulglen^ on the 
veige of which is the road to Galbally. In the upper 
part of the parish is Stagdale, the noble residence 
of Ilii^h Massy, Esq. and near it Riversdale, a fine 
bouse wd demesne belonging to the Hon. George 
Massy. 

In the adjoining parish of Glenbrohane, which 
contains 3400 acres^ is Grist<^> a fine old place, 

* Hagh Massy came to Ireland to suppress the Rebellion 
of 1641; to him succeeded his son Hugh, of Duntrileague, 
whose son of the same name, bom in 1685, was father to the 
first Lord Massy. He married the fourth daughter of the Right 
Hon. George Evans, of Cahirass> in this county, father of the 
. first Lbrd Carbery. 

2z 
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Mrhich belonged to Charles Massy, Esq. brother to 
the first Lord Massy, and to General Massy, viho 
was the first Lord Clarina. To the S. S. W. isKilbe- 
heny, a rectory entire in the diocese of Emly, wluch 
contains 1388 acres. In this parish there is much 
light land, and through numerous hills runs a well-, 
planted glen, which is watered by a fine rivulet that 
rushes firom a neighbouring eminence. About two 
miles north of Duntrileague, is Ballyvire, the seat 
of John Bolton Massy, Esq. ; the house has been 
lately fitted up and furnished in a very tasteful man- 
ner : the lawn is planted with flowering shrubs of 
various kinds, and the demesne, which is partly in 
the county of Limerick, and partly in that of Tip- 
perary, is well enclosed, and contains some of the 
richest land in Ireland. -- 

Knocklong, west of Duntrileague, is a vicarage in 
the diocese of Emly, being one of the parishes 
which constitute the union of Aney : it contains 
2198 acres of land of the richest kind, the greater 
part under pasture. Two fairs are annually held in 
the village.* In the west of the parish is the old 

* Knocklong is called- by oar Irish writers Draim Dabbaire. 
They inform us, that Cormac, the son of Art> King of Ireland, 
marched as far as this place, where he encamped with the 
intention of giving battle to Fiacha, King of Munster, who re- 
fused to pay him tribute. The latter posted himself at a little 
distance, determined to oppose the Monarch, who having a 
fine country in his rere, cut off all supplies ; and the weather 
being dry, water soon became scarce. ButFiacha, by the ail- 
yiee of a Druid from Kerry, to whom he promised the lands 
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casUe of BallynahiDch, built by a branch of the 
Clan Gibbon family. On the hill of Long are the 
walls of an old church and the ruins of a castle for* 
merly the residence of. Sir Thomas Hurley, whose 
beautiful monument we noticed in our description 
of Emly. East of this stands the old mansion 
of the Ryves family, who came originally from 
Gloucestershire.* Ryves Castle or Castle Jane, is 
now the residence of John Lowe, Esq,; and near it 
is Scarteen, a snug cottage with suitable oi&ces, be- 
longing to Thaddaeus O'Ryan, Esq. The. land 
from Knocklong to the south as far as Ballinvreena 
moiintains, in Glenbrohane parish, being part of the 
Golden Vein, is covered with fat cattle and dairy 
cows. Four fairs are annually held in Ballinvreena. 
. Ballyscaddane, adjoining the parish of Knocklong, 
is a rectory entire, in the diocese of Emly, united to 
the rectories of Drombann and Gleannbann in the 
county of Tipperary, being the corps of the deanery 
of Emly> which is valued in the King's books at 

now called Roche's and Condon's country, in the county of 
Cork, caused deep pits to be dug, by which he was well sup- 
plied ; and being now refreshed, with his Munster troops, at- 
tacked the Monarch in his entrenchments, and compelled him, 
after a gallant resistance, to retreat towards Ossory, whither 
he was pursued by Fiacha, who compelled him to sign a treaty 
which he swore by the sun, moon, and stars, to observe. This 
is said to have happened about 260 years before the Christian 
era. 

♦ The first of this family that came over to Ireland was 
Captain Ryves, who, after the surrender of Limerick in 1691, 
settled in this part of the country. 
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£% 138. 4d. steriing, Soath of Duntrileague is Bal- 
linlandersy a rectory and vicarage in the diocese of 
Emly, contatning S086 a^res. West of this parish is 
Ballingaxrjr, a rectory entire^ which contains 3187 
acres s there is no church or glebe house in any of 
these parishes. 

Kilfinnan. south west of KnocUong, is a vicarage 
in the diocese of Limerick^ holden with the vicarage 
of Daragh fifom a very remote period, and it is one 
of the parishes which constitute the union of Ballin- 
garry in Upper Connello : the parishes of Kilfinnan 
apd Daragh are contiguous, and contain 4000 acres. 
Kilfinnan b a small town situate at the foot of a 
range of mountains, and commands an extensive 
jHTOspect of the county towards the North. Three 
annual fairs are held here : it has a church in good 
repair, and there was formerly a charter school in 
the town which was built at the expense of Robert 
Oliver, Esq. 

Near Kilfinnan are Spahill, the handsome seat of 
Charles p. Oliver, Esq. and Castle Oliver, once a mag- 
nificent house^ and finely^wooded demesne, belong- 
ing to Richard Gascoyne Oliver, Esq, Of this place 
Mr. Young has given the following description : — 
** In the park is a glen a mile long, winding in a pleas« 
ing manner, having a wood hanging on the sides, and 
a stream conducted through the vale forming several 
waterfalte, in an e:$ceeding good taste. A path 
winds through a wood along the brow of the glen, and 
leads to a sequestered hermitage, and a cave in a 
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reek : the vcde beneath the bouse when viewed from 
the h^ grounds is pleasing^ having se?eral enclo- 
sures surrounded by fine tree$; and a noble mass of 
wood rises from them up the mountsun's side. Oa 
the whole, the place is highly improved^ and there 
are several good paintings in the house by Sebastian 
Ricci^ Laverini/' &c. We lament to say that Castle 
Oliver now falls very short of the above description^ 
the present proprietor having gone to reside in Eng- 
land many years since : the greater part of the timber 
is cut down, and the house and demesne much ne- 
glected. Many Palatine families were settied here 
about fifty years ago by the late Right Hon. Silvers 
Oliver, and as in other places where they have been 
established, they have greatly improved the face of 
the country, and the gjmeral habits of the peasantry^ 
Near Kilfinnan is the p9rish of Ardpatrick, which 
contains 2487 acres. ArchdaU states that St. Patrick 
founded an abbey here, of whjch no historical ac- 
count can be found ; but an inquisition taken in the 
32d year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, finds that 
various lands containing forty acres of great measure, 
annual value besides reprises 6s. 8d. were parcels of 
the possessions of this abbey. By two inquisitions 
in the 39th of Queen Elizabeth, it was found that the 
hill named Ardpatrick, containing three acre^ of great 
measure, and making twenty-one acres of small 
measure, was in former times granted to the Corbe- 
ship* founded in the church of Ardpatrick, and that 

^ Coxhe, Corbah or C<Miihurba> was supposed by the learned 
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the rent of 6s. 8d. was paid annually thereout to the 
Bishop of Limerick ; that the said office had conti- 
nued by succession from time immemorial in the sept 
of the Langanes, and that Maurice Langane, ivfao 
in right thereof enjoyed the said lands, was at that 
time the possessor.^ At Ardpatrick stood a fine 
round tower, the greater part of which fell a few years 
since : near this is Sunville, the old residence'of the 
Godsell family ; and near Kilfinnan is one of the 
most perfect Danish mounts in Ireland, surrounded 
with three strong ramparts and deep fosses. 

North of Kilfinnan is Bulgadeen parish, which 
contsuns 1562 acres. Here is a small village of 
thatched houses, and the ruins of a castle, a little to 
the north of which is Bulgadeen Hall, once the 
superb seat of John Evans, Esq. who was brother 
to the first Lord Carbery : its present fine remains 
prove it to have ranked amongst the most magni- 
ficent mansions in Munster ; but it is now almost 
in ruins, none of the family having resided here for 
many years. To the south*east is the Castle of 
Fantstown. 

Ballingaddy, west of Bulgadeen, is a rectory 

Dr. Ussher, to be the same with Chorepiscopus or Archpres- 
byter ; the name of Comhurba, he observes, occurs freiquently 
in the early annals of Ireland : thas, the Comhurba of St 
Patrick means the then Archbishop of Armagh ; and so the 
word is explained by Colgan, in his " Trias Thaumatui^." 

* Ceallach Mac Aodh Mac Maoil losa^ was the name. of an 
Archbishop of Armagh in 1107, who died at Ardpatrick, in 
the county of Limerick, and was buried at Lismore in 1129. 
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and vicarage in the diocese of Limerick, and con- 
tains 1665 acres. In this parish are Mount Coote, 
mentioned in a former page, and Fairyfield a neat 
residence of the Rev. James EUard. Effin, west of 
Ballingaddy, is a rectory and vicarage in the diocese 
of Limerick, and contains 1052 acres. In this 
parish are/Newpark, which belonged to the late 
Major John Holmes, and Brickfield, a fine old man- 
sion of the Weeks family, now extinct. The 
remaining parishes in Coshlea, are Kilbreedy Major, 
andKilfiin, which is the most southern parish in 
the barony; and contains' 857 acres : in it is the 
village of Ballyorgan, inhabited by. Palatines, which 
contains a new chureh and glebe house^ as also the 
walls of an old abbey of which no mention is made 
by Ware or any other ; writer. A great part of 
the barony of Coshlea is mountainous, but the low 
lands are some of the best in Ireland^ being mostly 
used for fattening and dairy. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The County of Limerick, is so much exposed to 
the winds from the Atlantic Ocean, that the air is 
generally moist.* The greatest general height of the 
thermometer in the shade in summer is 72 5 its greatest 

* The following was the result of atmospherical observa- 
tions> made in the county of Limerick^ during two consecutive 
years: — 



1810 


1811 


Days with rain 217 


246 


Nights with Frost, -78 


53 
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de|)ieBsi|(miSfi'4ttb9;giwfeati|^Defd ui< winter 

i&64V gffiatlt^^cleppesaiMk 98j -^aOioiiilirtuitedippeaiB 
iiigbly AvepiiideiteJib^ IcnigantjB d£ih^:uiilhr«^ a&i^ 

retunied'iail|^^fiBi|su9'bf l&dd'^umiaelthdn cigkitdM 
hundred p«lMi$ iftQi>:iMfrei»y jta<floe^h«BfcKri jatB 
of ige,' axld eight lofoKteihiuidnd mAsiipmirAiuV n 
-f- The general aq^ect^ of ^e:^6iixfty^BiAwkflbMi4Si' 
Terrified bjr sohOI !fail(% .C9|;bqifeJott^-ct)^^)HAMl»-te^ 
where 'it kbouiidedilif .thelofir^'riii^i^ 
Milei^t^ £hiltMS|:exliaidi^ ifitoiSSj^^etei^J^V^^^M 
4ie4>Mdfa^ of lleay Y«»i:tiM|Mioiitt^#^ 
llitid.gfJiMr^iineiefty afndlbri^ 
fll^ moiiDtttiwatrelthavm au'4iir>sfelMih djiigidl 
totDMQMdll^ilwr.^ rT||eiid»il|i^^ 

otilti]tG> 9«idlgraMDg, oneMtfe^%eil^^ sttfiGb((ii9»bto^ 
ten itte> loigefeit httUoek^' a&4-git^ i^s^odkl ^^^fifteii tiiiU 
fi^HA^ food' ti^ Bhefep: Ther ridiest Itf^j^ (mapti^ 
ibg' abdttt' 1 0IO3OOO acris^) as^ ' it6> be ' fbiiDdi>'!hi 'tb« 
barotites of Sdall C<:^ty , Gbonagh^ Coi^I^r'Cbfih^ 
ma and Cli^trilliam, and in the txe%hbdtik%6)olAV 
BHift;EilmaIl6ck, and Hospital. -'ThfefeHllgdig&ict 
which te (Jailed- th6 GoWfen Vein/slMchesi'frdm 
ChkAimh te TiJ^penirjr by KaBtttftdJ ^ivfeh«jr-fivfe 
miles, anakcrdss firdmArdpalfrick to'^iflfti' foitf 
mileAofthetjitybPtimertck. Mr.'Yotlngddiliiddred 
tht* ffce rich^t j&6ir hfe -ever saw, eqiially sUite'A' to 
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gracing or tillage. The barony of Keniy is the 
most remarkable for the fine qnaiity of its wheat: 
the corcasses which extend fifteen miied along the 
Shannon^ have a soil of yellow and Uue clay^ cover- 
ed witii a black mould ; the grasa produced by 
these corcasses serves to fatten bullocks, while exr 
cdlfent bricks are made of the clay. ** When' they 
break this land tip/' says Mr. Young, '* they sow 
ftrst oats^ and get twenty barrels ab acre, or forty 
eomiiion barrels, and do not reckon that an extra 
«rdp; they tak^ ten or twdive in socoession upon one 
ploughing, unta the crops grow pioior, and then they 
sow one of horse heaos, which refreshes the land 
enough to take ten crops off oats more." The 
wheal cfrop is generally Very gveiEtt, and the produce 
of potatoes is about slsty biutels m some instances 
above ofie hundred ban^ls, of twenty-two stone each, 
per acre* The soil of other piffts of the county, 
paftilculaiiy in (lie west between the Maig and the 
Dee!, ccmsints of a light limestone, well suited for 
cows and sheepl The boggy grounds are peculiarly 
adapted for the culture of hemp, and in the rich 
iand^^ax grows to an extraordinary height^ and has 
lately come into veify general cultivation. 

SeveraF rivers add to the beauty and fertility of the 
county. Of the Shannon which waters the whole 
extent of its northem bouudary, we shall speak in a 
subsequent page, noticing at pr^ent only those infe^ 
nor streams by which the interior is intetsected. 

The Commogue takes its rise at Drom' Commoige, 

3a 
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faetweew Smiyaod Kuodclong^ ia the barcmy of 

Coshlda; and flowkigiwestivfurd tbrougkav^jiich 

pasttire QQtA3trj(>for'ai.fej0r<iiiil^^ ftnt^irs.i^^ t^aroiijr 

of Small Cotinfyyaiid te)f^t;ite:Coul^^i¥aMth of lia»- 

]Htalto.RatbaQD7., Kram h^qci9.it doiv^iportl^i^y, 

till at a short didtoncefrom the <;hwptk ^i j^f^tcb^iy^ 

it takes a north-weiM; direotioQ (hroi^ ..«: fertile 

district^ called Gort a Chkiana^ wb<er^!.th/(:?SmaU 

rivers of Hospital and Ballinamona unite wHb '^ 

Then continuing its course through a d^pland flat 

country for aboirt two miksy it eaters. rUie pwififa 

of Cahircorney, wheiie it forms a 6ma|l lake iwUch 

often overflows the lands on eaoh . siile^. to the 

great pr^udice of the formep. After) .pfu^s^i by 

the glebe of Ballingoola, and the old church^ of 

Baiiejiiambrathar^ it crosses tlie pUbtip riiHid &phi 

liiBserick to Cork, under Six-^mile BiMlgie, .iHiiohi i^ 

a wpy handsome structure of stoiie> an4i ^W 

through the coccasses of Fedaoi<H6jf wjbeipa4t» %;9^ 

in winter^ a kke of some miles in (^foumJCI^Qenq^ 

It then passes by the Abbey of ManisteqifWigb^ 

and <under Mauister bridge^ at abput, fviro tfffles 

from, which it joins the river Maig<neartMGi?QaBi« 

Thdiigh its leng^ from its aourc^ to. this jjf optip% i^ 

Kltl^ moce thaa twenty miies^.yet in ithqft «]9|ort 

distance^ the Commogue flows under iwb bri4ges^ 

and has'sei^n chuix^faes or abbeys, audi five, caatle^t 

om^ or immediately laear its banks. 

The Mukhaife takes ite rise in the. mountatfis of 
Bilboa, in the barony of Coonagh, and is joined 
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near OooHnaiilshe, by a smrfk river thafc flows from 
the mountains of Cajppaghwbite. It then flows a 
little t6 the eait^of the new line from Limeriok to 
ttpperdrf, continues its course by th^ old Castle of 
BritCas, Abingtbn and> liosoeMllane; near which the 
M^wpoft'rfv^r iiins intd^it^ dnd 'Crosses (he »ad 
frotiii Lfmetiek to DdbliU) uttder Anacotty bridge,, 
at: « Ktt^t dii^smcfe beloW which^ it \iiiite» with the 
Shahfaoto. ^ 

The- Daw^, or as it is sometimes called, the 
Morning Star; rises near Baliinvreena mountain, in 
thebarody of Goslilefl; and pass^g by Elton, and 
the old castles of BalKnahinch and Baggotstown, in 
the barony < or Sihall County, takes its coiurse due 
westj and afber a distance of about thi^se xniles^' 
ctidssesi iiie public road from Limerick to Cdrkj 
dndbi^'^e bridge of Brufl". It afterwands passes 
undei^ the bridges of Camass and -Atblacca, and at 
^ts^ dlstanoe from the latter, joins the Maig oppo^^ 
»fef' th^^'lseat' of Mr. Mason, in the barony of 

^e Maig has its origin neat* Kilftnnan •« Ihe 
baroriy^of OosMea, and running by Kilmallock^ unites 
^itfi diiMhlsr branfch which takes its rise at a place 
caiWd '!Pdtt, nebr;Drew*s Court, in the barony W 
Upper Connello : it -then directs its course tOi the 
north, flowing under the bridge of Bnsree;, iad 
through a beautiful valley to Howardstown ; : froia 
whence ii crosses the road from A(hlacca to Codrus, 
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Dawn as befetdeid«t^(aMIB6a'«failiit^QfeiM c«jMWt 
through CHen liaig to BeUvne, Gbenj Grove, 
and thi^uiig' '.MM'-; fms:\ ' •JBtel''i 'i^ving 
the Oommqgt%^|^M»e%.tt)coi^,4b^i,Ti^^ of 
Croom 'a^'A^kmi'-'-aki^^'-h^-'i^toii-llliifir aShannoa 
80vai miles below I^faJ^ifck.' ' '•' -" ;" -^''^ 

The Deel rises near (he village of 'Axliiagn in the 
dEMOiiif of €orfci and l>etuH8gi fl yjpi^i^i^jftBe, 
nuM through, -BAiUi^ala^/SloQt^^jM^Hl^^ 
AslB^iiOD, at 'a jMie -dtstMii^. &«»&;,, ^ch^j^ ,^ 
ciMrgeaiiisel£ m^itho.Shin&^i'i tl!tf^,]^%SBm9^, 
ftomi'the iaoiiBfaitaA.4h»t:,,l^u;)!4 ,(;h<sf^fl^t^.^ 
Timaiakwai Mmy» 9^^iismim&^^mi\i^%^-. 
flMT'^ >»b<mt .ten ta^ ii^-^Mi^i9?^;VPSiim^ 
lBi««8naiDg«dj||»», w^ti»|iythl9A#r)S^jrg{^^\;i^ 
lastowhl .and-other vjBagfis. in. th^t <€|9MI^^I^ M 
icdiixiesi Ak ifiwp JSall,.4W(J af^wvac^.itbgjjpU^ 
^diicbi fibo^ itbeiri JaiMitioa jto.,tbi9, ^sa,;»flji^q,^ 
miluth^ of <lbaiShaikB<^ lose iiMitmw^'^»f^ff>^ 
aQdf are oxUsdlfae Coisliia Thi^ .}»>i9feftia.§^g)l 
river ealledlthd Qmi^,'vn «btfi«»uiMO(iiW^^/|)^ 
itr/iibeixisariiB^ybroiodi in< tfa»i l30ro|if„f^iQ{§i|vvil- 
lMh4< dodi hiDiii^g.tbc^iigb tlM !viU«0Sft j9C^ 
Hgh^^iBiiUysunQB^ loMaea > tl^iiml^ J^^ ^ppf^ 
^^hrhptkeiinb^ibflMS it»i;t}eaiie«!j»t jif0«.'i99ine 
^tan^ainrifaifrboiliaiooi^ .wh^rerit^VisfQhwg^. l^f 
nto'4iie ShaaBQp-.v(M,'<.n'j' i.-iumh ;-! •.' i •> :ii ,. ■,,• 
«Att>>thfaaei nyvn abomil auMra i (M^^i w4h ^ iOf 
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The bright CT'd perch, *ilh fins StTytuin A^6, ' '" 

Swift txoote, diTenify')^.iijitV,.0np89;9i 8tf>p9< . , . 

, , , And pikes, the tynuits of the wat'ry plains. 

'>-!J ni i:i.M,iT,i^'|.. I'',..:,; ;, ■ , , . ' ^,; , . . . .,-,■ 

'lUi^CttiA^^ Limeildfis not only well walened, 

\fiih^,"i^m^^m ouamroiis foo^ Mdii>..^viubb^it 
^b^Ud»V>'TlU (tiArf i&'tfdowtitfies dug autirt& iojitBb 
/cidtt^^tdkBgd'^efrV A^d fiihnad into little<stnta».ui 

dIPVirfiidif wh!ei]r'(iM>r6%hlj ifaied for binmng, aHn»*iB 
^%fd'^'iiiasi4f*»ydts so doady/ umtedtetgethd'y jthal 
f64fo'mt«)irtt]'bl^i9^d[tatrtion in thB^bc^iticiitxilesd 
adlid^^ladtllhitKfe drained mud. AsHBAiee idaAixoMmk 
iiiiiid'mi(,^'iir lUftde by oien tempoitajijoifit idiOta 
&iQig«cfI^ «itli««k«ir fbet, aodtriiei^tthBtinnr oii'itbtt 
i»kft1^,^iiid«ddiiig <i« with their hatods iitfxr.mi^ibpft 
S&itowlM?«hiiato^ti»>thaio£the^}n«bitfJ i. . ^ 
''^fffiti^y»t)€tit<>t»tbt bitigiri<Qfidfon]UrtMD.o€.flK)gai 
tilH;6tt^4^{]i(f»t]ieijM<hQVtiJbee» tndiilgrdi> JMkuiBoedBQ^ 
iU^tfsWlfei^dakCbrio^a, <ebserv03y'tiiafrllhMi^htbdgM 

^^(li^:^tiMikitigdoitt, Jte^oooaderadithdnnaninig 
the ivimbef of its natural curio8ifiea$.«Hl(hd.fitHt«9«l 
as Had guttiial^^^miei^itiiiKl'ibeiJtraeB/Jwbidiiiutt/fre* 
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cteptH w^re'xjfil^ittbfly'tltfdWii'cM^ the Uiii«^^ 

iMSBleKige; Mr.' YduHg >d6ttde^«f6 their >f(^!EteaeMi' 
to havd'be^ mbctftfioite rfedtttt^atia (l\W fhey:d«gft' 
iftitedinih^ctiftting or biimibg of ' the Iiii^ fdkd^i 
The natites ihi^'h^i^ciit aind bttVotediVHeif t\^)^6dy 
enough for the tree to fell, atw! they iMighf ha^ti aftW-' 
wards been prevented by wai and InteiMine dit^od^ 
from ealtivating those sp6tst^ t^hi^h Vht&$ negleieSM,' 
became bogs. Tiees lying vftry thick on^h^ groiit^^ 
would' b^ome an impe^n^ent to tHi ^strfeaiti^ ^4 cub^. 
reaMs, and gathering in their brtntli^ed wfifttev^ rhbi^ 
Wrfi isueh waters brought ^Itft thetn, f&rtli a ki^sEss,' 
Which iac<]piirhig an acid^ qMAlkfhf lSo!<ei tt^irfl pte:- 
^cfrto'sbme t>f the trunks, tMit^ i'6fc the Waiicfies:- 
Oak", *flr; yew; and t^rious othe^^fcinds of ti^te;* 
^b fibrahd^atthe bottom of th^te bogs^ some br^kto^ 
oftters cAt; but teore frequently- with toakte •<if-'flmi 
upon ihem ;' tmd'lit the depth of fifty •feet, hfavti beei/ 
sten ' furr'ows m the land "which had onote'bfeei 
iflbughed. • ' '■ .•'.'. .-.I... : -Mt 

' ' lUel growth 6f bogs depends on iBtTaiSety of dfrdiiSeii' 
stances ; as the situation, soil^ humidity and quaSfty 
of the vegetable food, by which they are nourished. 
I^.epppie pl^c^it i$ very rapid, in others very slow j, 
aadlfa^e£M!«^ their al^todesieaiftGiiOta&ird any isertaio 
dfcttt^^te the peri<iid off thek origin. : They srfe' not so 
injuiibus to health as is commonly imagined, for 
tb&yaie^rOf.siicb^na.,textore a^tto. reMstfputrQfafQtioff^ 
above any other substance. *^ We know of the bog 
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waters," n^ye^Mn J?inK^<wj "tta^t.faififrpBI ewfttwg 
putrifj f xhftla|;ioi3% ift^j^afiW^^^t ,pfto^ mA >inai;iM^ 
they are of m aa(is^|?4ic wfJ ^trppgly ^itTiiig€|Bt 
quality, a» flppearftf|ftHa.t^le^^,B^g§ffiy^^Jg /pr. ^ge^ 
and esea ^Tidii^sta ,tb^ /iJiarj^iUj^ii^^ tb^.timbi^rj 
which. i3 iouud buried bf4»eaih«th^ aurlaca^ an<l 
from their cpnve^tUigi into a sort of leather, the skioa 
of mai aiMi<aDiipal^ who have had the misforto^.of 
b^9^io$ti and reaping in them . for aay lei)gtb<af 
t^^\ Butter jbasibefo found bi;qried deepin,b<Qg^ 
which . $011^ ii^ffiPe to be the t^low of the mROfi^ 
de^r. Ab0ml;«^ atone ,wc{ight> of thia butter, was faw4 
iaSkule bojg nearFptj^Qptore^in the county of Xii^f^ 
tick, ia the month of June 183], jsome ofyii^jfi 
now in the author's ppssea^ion; itia l^t, white .ai[id 
hard> rb^t very un^upus. That the length Qf ^tin^il) 
had been buiied nras very greats is evident i^ORi 4^ 
being fouQd twelve feet below the aurface of tha^^iQgr 
VjariouS' methods haye been recojnmended for<^ 
claJOTng bogs, and rendering them, subaervienti tQ. 
the purposes of grazing and husbandry, and iAm^y: 
pa^ of the. kingdom tbey have been adop^d wfth 

"* On the 7th July, 1697,, at Kihnallock, in the contity of Li- 
merick, Ik great noise wks heard in the earth, like ihiind^, 
utt^ded urith ^biflwiUdtis^sOoQ lafiarv* tcy the $pie«t*t8rN>#>Kif 
the spectators, a bog st^^U^bing north . if^d tSQUtb ib^gajHiilf. 
move, as well as the pasture land which. lay on tl^e side of it^ 
separated hy a very large ditch, and a small hill in the 
xBfiddleof I(li6 ho^ rank fiat. Hlkb groted^ fkictnaited^like'^ 
wave; the pasture land rtsing very, high, and. rolling on. irUh 
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4PP ,^m ^WF7 <?y."?WV^-K,T 

pfaye4;eLW%d»|badi 
^ tlwy ^ntiaue4 U 

DUimalH tor 1^ ^pnatojiace &e 
^fH^^pat^,^ theirjust light ; aod WP^ ^M_ 
I^,«WJ»I a figure would Iijel^wd va>^:0^.%f!f% 
piini^^fn^itepresetitstate, i£.<«^ ^*t;<*ftnfeK 
fffl,^ 4j||J)jy^", This aiMl; the, a4}pin^,^j?ppt^,,!(jf 
(?3are.^^.%poffS Mthe^ orcb^wis, rrhi€h,p|?p48flj 

lEKttt Violence, cbvered a meddoir sixteen fbcX d^pl' U ttm 
iabAni^iti^ifterU'iilgi«at pwto^lUeibolr^ <b4ii|«iiti 

Qfl^nrat^ tnf.pffljops tiyoqn, g^dxentanDed 80,tQi#f' Nnjn* 
b^ of people weratftom «ll places to see this surpnsiag^e- 
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^inesibib^' tftby{^d''iEit>^v^ 'the Dei^i; 'neti^ 
If^ea^ii i ' 4fi^ a mibe' 6^ thy ' de^H^tion,' 'ik~ iictii 




it!4nry;"a ';iedJi ' i»iiie"6f 'a' v#y ri^fi '^iiiSH^^Si 
\H«isi4^'t^''^''m^ ej^ported'j Wut if lias"Bgl^ 
kKan^n€Kl"{Be ' t^aUt' d" ci^pkal aiftl' -ebt^^f^ 
feefe-'ai* 'yttoB^'hidittkfidns 6P^ia;;itoiS&r^feii''* 

il«i|ShiMMirti(todf ' 4if "whidli' tomeiMiiMHtadil^'bai^ 
som6 cfeiinney-pieces ' haivd te^h '<hi<te:''-Bj^'*WBfi 
Ssfly • qf . Limeric^t. A fine blapjc 'ffls^fiil^, j^itiipui 

monj a spar, white, hard^ uid pellucid^ iMA#€niMK(^* 

3b 
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4Q2 ^ c^vwrj of^uMfSfivpsL^^^y 

at ^ Rat'^prp .Qasfl^, e?fi(}e%i4, pip^lay ; , . ;a»4 
fini?. dat^ ,nej^,Aybbj^yfipaI^ .0^ tlxe'lxo;if^e^.,9f <% 
county. At LqujifiiU, ia.thp.w^est, j?wJm^^;R9s^ 
ia vaftt quaatittes^ ^4 is :»«dc .n^ft(i^v,iu?^7p^r,?^ 
bwniDg lipje. .. . ....,.,, j..^,- ^^.,., 

Thf> face of natme 1$ aiuj|iaAed,fby.^,44lfrt|^i? 
variety of. birds and quac|fupeds> coq^^^rftSi 
the south of Ireland. The very.mlnu^ d^^(^ti^9 
of. their different tribes^ which DocJ^r, .^m^^;^ 
giyepi in his Histories of Cork, Wajteffoi;^! ,imd 
Kfpcyp precludes the.necessjty of. our ^ojtipiijs,thgffl 
i|i de^l It has, .however, b^n ob^eyv^.^tm 
BQme species of birds have; greatly diminished t^^>^ 
m^^ period. Eagles, which formi^rly ftfqi^qt^^.^^ 
hills of Lough Gur> are now rarely seen, and this is 
also the case with the flocks of wild swdsfs^ vrhtch 
swarmed in thte qorcasses of Cahircorb^y,**^kMi 
geen, and other parts of the county* ! Jn^^^e^j^if^ 
weather, wild geese arrive in gieat numherfli&Diii 
the bleak shores of the ocean, ath! r6rti&iii'^1^M&| 
<vi the young grass in the marshes, iiiilal jthe^ §easpi^ 
of i«eul>atipni. A consMlerable dminuti(HtiHi$ ikid@d 
obseffv^d io many i^cies of the fetttheieli^rdie^ 
which has been attributed, with ^reat apj^ieari 
a^?!^, pf . PTObahility, to the deatr^QtiQ»,pC.tbfi» 
woods and forests, which in former ages ^yiekled 
them' both food and shelter. : . , ! 

The bones and horns oi'.th^tenoirmous ,aAi^# 
the moose deer, have been found in nsiaay part^of 
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the' tomiy, ' ftSm^k^'io ten 'fefei cf^ep iti' bog^ 
gtbund/^ Five' pair' ^ of' these koins were discovered 
itol feng'kfe'ce oii the Idhd^r 6as^^^ 
S96^t^/'!aiid ahotfief paJr a't^^kythkiihan r s^Veii 
^kii^^^ei^'fdttia ^y 'Mhdleim Muiisell of ^ Liin^^ 
rick, near Knocktoe in this county, one of wtiifch, 
With^^ery'bihe 'belonging to the animal, he %as 
slnt'td Hit^ ihuseiim of <he Dublin Society. %ey 
fll^'ati^^poserf'liy^Ir Thomas Molyneux, and oth^r 
tfehtfnfefiit writers, to have been of the sanie species 
^^^ thfe *Amieri(;an elk or moose-deer, and Sir l^iCf^ 
liijl:^ '#as of 6pinion, that they were formeriy as fre- 
^uenHn Treland, as they are now in the IVCssoilri 
tdvtntty:* Various conjectures have been inddl^ed 
^^peeting the cause of the disappearance of this 

f..} t t'.'' ;...•> ...../ _ '-,:.:! 

» 1 '^ tPhe^dlafierican moos^ deer or elk; is describedas tnefliga*^ 
i|ig.fr^ th^ toe o£ die forefoot to the pitch -of th^ 8l^<nil(iLer 
twelve fee^ and &s many feet from the tip of one horn to that 
of i^ei other. They are generally taken hy being 'run down 
mhiSA the gbttttd is covered widi snow/ in whfch thelv^dgbfaf 
^^p^^imal causes him to smk, and then be &Us an;iefi»yip^ 
to the lances of his pursuers. Tlie Baron Lapontan says, "Its 
horns ^gometiines Weigh three or four hundred weight. It 
li9ttftliy^ctedHBl»-pMnted'couiltrfe8, and the llbsfa of tM fe- 
miJ^sid^ioiii^. It neither rune nor skips, but itb trotwiU 
almost keep up with the running of the hort. The savs^gjes 
assure tis that in 'summer it will trot three days and three 
Hlghtd without iiitermission. They commonly gather into k 
ix^j^towajKis die letter -end of autumn^* aind> tlfl>:herdia»ltiMr 
largest about die beginning of spring, after* whichj they.jdwh 
perse themselves. The savages make canoes of their skins, 
4»(iich they sew together very easily, covering the seams with 
IN sort lof earth iBstead of pitoh/' 
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4^ r6Wth?!r^«jr flittE«BK.^^'»'>^->T 

fiMmd' Sd'toggy^ grd«uid^ tfeni0rsaifi;iik^iUwt JOtt 
]^6^k was bqiidititkecl ih smalarltoateaitifaqtl^pt^ 
die' Aih^^eiad Iiidi&fittiof tfib^pomtotxkgrc^iiriC^ 
akUtt^'idf the cbice hw<l :gDC9fttb|rt;difai^ 
flM ^4eAmo&6a of <«irr {mestsii^btitL ^piSbsiqbkgxxsA^ 

sioos, ' 

f^ BbflmU^ of 1891; die body oi k niaa* wa6>fboi]a4]i! 4 i^g 

it*% tttoiitilliieliaet bato9F Ibe Mr(li^.ikit^it^)Mi3<UQgpM^ 
%iid ^JlHiie oppisiaraaoe of ctectot d0atb<^iHHv4&tOB|»0«M»)M 
Mie- «tilid8{)h0|« it decayed riipMi^ 1?be fiiBil tawtiwttrfhf 

ftog MMlklMltf lii»% loofl^lyov^ kte; iteiil|dfl|89Y TUm body 

inWitrdd';^ attd'iMi eatthfticfe of ^lKB><lKxity *wwlJfoiaft «<Mbf 
'll^'by>ll!^ abdciitt fiiiiiftB/«r 4K>tttii)i[big>t|yeDr4(IU»inBift.^ ^VJbr 
WfeSkfti mmi^ :^rbrciifbiAd;iiakid asi it^^leBuganfifatuivQlB^ia 
^^ftiti) fb^^ cat»>'be mittedkKibt thtft JMn 'mmiUihodfa^ 
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.wU i«ilit^^iuliis^5iih^ ,hii«e^«be^9 l»4tH^4ti ii^ 

IJfludxiiLIEixifoi^ ^uretnr^d bjr tii^ pIailgjiiMvl»^ ^ 
$fmit^M^iiaUti su^Jwrnd. much Uiack |)tirot:Qfa^ 
cliivcK^isdi^raodtsilks^ Tbe9l^ fa§I^U)8 

^ The Fianna Eirionn were, according to our Annals, the 
MMletoited'irfehnifiilda; ecuiittatided by Fhsnm MaeiCiimbal), 
(fii« f'iflgiliolf 'Oa^an.) Itey w6ise.ia«pt ia to^iitor iwd^^QWh 
sfttok .tii^'l](7 ttle.Monarcbs Df irdaod^ia whose ,8mii«Q,lb^f 
iM^'a» a ertfloidiiig army. They were quartered on tJie ipha^ 
^tdfi^ikom November ^ 1^; but durisg the rest; cff:tbt9 
yekr amite^iobligBd ' to snpport fhaattdreB l>yi . ffiribmg < aofi 
biitailiaf/ lilieatii|g4ttllsii», 4hat the method ofidcewPft^Wf 
i|ieat wii very ^pardeukr : they sent theur hmartwden v(il^ 
wihat ^ey.bfad Idlltd to Bome proper p\^e, where 'Ibere sfo^ 
phsh^'ofwoodaBd water; there they kindled lar^^^ fir^ijnj^ 
vkath Ibsgr ihnevr a dumber of utoocB, wheype they wf^ 
ti»«Az^ae>tiIl-th^ were red hot: then tbey applied th|^ 
*9^&es terdigi^fio great pits in the ear^ at the botMm of qx^ 
tf Wh^ob they used to lay some of those hot stoae9; a^ i^ >p8^^ 
ment^ and upon them they placed the rawfie^h': tb^ imAf9fi 
fwfatslkb^snmdtiilrtheplt was fiil^flndia this inaamear,tie^ fl^ 
iva^fsoddfiiLor-slewed till it ws^ .fit to eatr TO^f: AUf^rtlbre 
cfleitondt|^itwitb w^tei;, la wbiioh they, perftanw^di. U^n pi^J^- 
tiMSi flAid wheo these. iwer/^;finifihi9dw they.,iep2{ii^ef} !tbe,.h(^l^ 
and began thdr meal. After they had eaten^t tb^y^T^^.j^b^^^ 



Digitized by 



Google — 



4D6 cotrtnnr of limehick. 

Many places are still called after those wild warriors, 
as, Sliabh na mbann Fionn, or the mountain fre- 
quented by the wives of the Feinne in the cotinty 
of Tipperary. There is also a large mount like an 
inverted basin composed of stones and earth, erected 
on Cromwelffll hfll in thfe 'ba^Oiiy b? Small County, 
which is called Sighchann na Fionii. 

We shall conclude these observations by remark- 
ing that the oouqty of Liitieiick? abcrtuiftj #ith objects 
well deserving the attention of the antiquarian, the 
agriculturist, and the political economist; and were 
publld>t|ilif cbmlhfed'^tK ihiqaBx4\i^\o 
improve the great natural advantages with v^hicb 
Providence has blessed this rich and fertile district, 
' the voice of complaint would soon cease to be heard; 
smiliAg' plenty would reward the W of the 
industrious cottager, while the landlord would enjoy 
with increased satisfaction, the higher advantages 
of his station^.wben consdl^vs.fti^ilinfcsided in the 
midst of a happy and contented peasantry. But on 
this subject we shall dwell more largely in its proper 
place. 

buildtogitheix hula or tents, in which they mafde'^thel#;leds 
for the night, composed first of branches of trees laid on the 
ground ; upon these was laid some dried moss> and over all 
was spread a bundle of green rashes. These beds are called in 
the old Irish Manuscripts, Tri Cuilche na Feinne ; in English 
the three ixxverings of thd Feis&e or ^Irish srilitfa. ' -^ 

# 

END OF THE FIRST TOLUME. 
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Tabular View of the Comparative Population of the different 

Provinces and Counties of Ireland, 

ITLSTElt. 



Counties. 



1 Armagh 

2 Monagban « 

3 Down 

4 Antrim and Carrickfer- ? 

gus town • . . • \ 

5 Cavan 

6 LoDdonJerry , 

7 Tyrone 

8 Fermanagh 

9 Donegal 



1 Dublin and City .. .. 
\ 2 Louth & Drogheda Town 
9 LOBgftiid •• ' •• 

4 Kiilcenny and City 

5 Carlow 

6 Queen's Ooanty .. .. 

7 Westmeath 

8 WezToid 

9 Heath 

10 King's County .. .. 

1 Kildare 

12 Wicidow 



1 Limerick and City 

2 Cork and City 

3 Tipperaiy . . . 

4 Waterfoid and City 

•5 Clare 

6 Kerry 



doD tents in 

Iiifth 
Plantation 

ACTtt. 



181,450 
179,600 
348,550 

387,200 

301,000 
318,500 
463,700 
283,450 
679,550 



3,143,000 



6unteuu 
in Iiisb 
Square 



283 
280 
544 

605 

470 
479 
724 
448 
1,061 



4,894 



Population. 



197,427 
174,697 
325,410 

870,883 

105,076 
193,869 
261,865 
130,997 
248,270 



1,998,494 



No. of la- 

habitants 

to a Square 

Mile. 



697 
624 
598 

447 

415 
405 
302 
292 
234 



408 



LEINSTER. 
142,050 
110,750 
134,150 
300,350 
137,050 
235,300 
231,550 
342,900 
327,930 
282,200 
236,750 
311,600 



2,792,550 



221 
173 
209 
469 
214 
367 
361 
535 
512 
440 
369 
486 

4,356 



335,892 
119,129 
107,570 
181,946 

78,952 
134,275 
128,819 
170,806 
159,183 
131,088 

99,065 
110,767 



1,757,492 



1,520 
688 
514 



366 
357 
319 
311 

298 
268 
228 

403 



MUNSTER 






386,750 


604 


277,477 


1,048,800 


1,638 


730,444 


554,950 


867 


346,896 


262,800 


410 


156,521 


476,200 


744 


208,089 


647,650 


1,012 
5,275 


216,185 


3,377,150 


1,935,612 



1 RoiQommon 

2 Sligo .. .. , 

3 Leitrim .. .. 

4 Mayo .. ., , 

5 Galway and Town 



CONNAUGHT. 
346,650 
247,150 
255,950 
790,600 
989,950 



2,630,300 



541 

386 

400 

1,235 

1,546 



4,108 



208,729 
146,229 
124,785 
293,112 
337,374 



1,110,229 




3d 
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C&mparative Extent andPcpukUum^hfthe ^aur Pravmcet : 

ras 



Obter 
Leinster •. 
Manster «, 
Connaugbt 



IfidiPlut»tioii 



3,HS,000 
2,T9S,550 
8,377,1^ 
8,d30,300 



1 1,943,000« 



^ 



4,804 
4,366 
5,975 
4,108 



PopnlfttioB 



1»998,494 
1,757,49a 
l,935,dia 
1,U0,289 



18,6 



,6,801,897 j^^g^^^^r 



408 
403 
367 
270 

3A5t 



• Thif total Is czduiiTe of Lough Necigb, the contents of which cooM not 
be Indaded in the abore Table, $s not being entirely within- the limits of any 
one Connty ; it is oomputed by Bieaufcrt to contain 58,300 acres, whicli, 
being added to the preceding totpd, will make the sapeiiicies of Iielsod to 
contain 13,001,800 Irish aoes. 

t A oonsideiable discrepant may appear between this calculation and fbe 
statement at page 833 ; bat that gives the number of indifiduals to an Bog 
Uih, tlM pveeent to an Iiidi iqoaie milet 
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Tahdar View of the State of Emplaytnfint in the different Coun- 
ties and Cities of Ireland, according to the Cefuus ^1821. 



ULSTER. 



Connti^, Ao. 



I MoBagfaan •• •• •• 

a Donegal .. •• •• 

3 Armagh • • • • ^ • 

4 Londoodeny .. •• 

5 Cavan 

6 Antrim •• 

7 Down .. '.« •• .. 

a Tyione 

Carriddergus [Town] . . 

10 Fermanagh 



I Mayo .. .. 
Z Leitriin 

3 Sligo .. ^. 

4 Rosoommon 

5 Galway 

d Town 



1 Louth 

9 Longford .. .. 

3 Dublin [Cllyl .. 

4 Dipgheda [Town] 

5 Meath 

tf King's 

T DubUn 

8 Kildaie .. .. 

9 Wicklow .. .. 

10 KUkenny[City] .. 

11 Qaeen'8 .. .. 

12 Westmeath .. .. 

13 Wexford •• .. 

14 Cariow.. •• •• 

15 Kilkenny .. .. 



Operative Pex- 

pons, aged 
Ftom 15 to 70. 

101,045 
141,279 
115,263 
113,626 
110,754 
151,546 
137,713 
154,257 
4,624 
75,405 



1,156,405 



CONKAtGHT. 



164,701 

67,226 

83,590 

117,437 

176,850 

16,070 



626,864 



159,805 
63.110 
75,180 
00,147 

125,450 
a,650 

522^360 



LBINSTER. 

59,807 
60,780 

123,307 
11,100 
03,088 
73,801 
01,524 
56,130 
60,523 
14,322 
76,164 
80,930 

101,034 
44,756 
01,326 



1,048,570 



47,365 
47,474 
83,214 

7,604 
62,018 
45,781 
56,350 
34,114 
35,103 

7,924 
41,703 
48,689 
54,728 
23,220 
46,281 



641,658 



4,086 
4,107 
8,410 
27,200 
51,400 
8,811 



104,504 



07 
03 
00 
77 
71 
51 



ATenige 82 



12,442 
18,306 
40,003 

8,565 
31,070 
28,020 
35,174 
22,016 
25,330 

6,308 
84,461 
41,250 
47,206 
21,536 
45,045 



406,012 



70 
78 
6$ 
6g 
66 
63 
61 
60 
58 
66 
66 
54 
54 
52 
51 



Average 62 



^ It appears that in this ooonty, 1400 peraons are employed beyond the num* 
ber returned by the Census, between the ages of 15 and 70. 
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Tabular View of the Compflraifafp'Sdiate of Education in the dif 

ferent Counties and Cities throughout Ireland, according 

to the Census hflBin :— , *^ 

LEINSTERvi 



Coantif8/CU|«a, do. 



*~ Persons' 
r5 aofltldv; 



hi Kilkenny CH7 
?.2 Dublin City ,. • 
-3 Carlow • . • .. • 
p4 Kilkenny ft ..^ 
6 Wicklow .,.,:. 

6 Dablin ..'i^. 

7 PiQglieda Town 

9 Kildare 

10 Longford 

11 King's.. .^,: 

12 Westmeath .. 
IS Meath .. .. 

14 Queen's 

15 Louth .. •• 



1 CdrkCity .., .• 

2 Limerick City . . 

3 WaterfoidCity .. 

4 Limerick .. .. 
$ Cork 

6 Clare .. ,.. .. 

7 Kerry ..* .. .• 

8 Tipperary .. .. 
9'irlterford .. .. 



1 Cairickfeigos Town 

2 Antrim 

5 Armagh ^. .. 
4 Down 

6 Fermanagh .. ., 
6" Tyrone 

7 Cavan 

8 Monaghan .. .. 
Donegal .. .. 

10 Londonderry . . . . 



6,224 

21,119 
41,7«6 

^4,136 
4,171 
4«>*74 
25,750 
28,602 

-34,477 
33,258 
40,197 
35,130 

.24,781 



{136^605 



tAt ^khoolf . 



MUNSTER. 

. 22,903 
14,070 
6,486 
58,676 
166,497 
56,332 
57,i0r 
92.441 
32,946 



507,458 



'VsSTBBf. 
1,941 
65,928 
49,272 
80,934 
34,295 
67,041 
52,504 
44J35 
65,655 
49,778 



2,666 

13,983 

7,012 

11,845 

8,705 

9,442 

1,147 

11,854 

6,391 

7,421 

7,326 
7,629 
6,823 
3,922 



No. pev Celt,' 
Under loftruction 



114,298 ATcrage 26 



9,902 

5,568 

2,029 

19^838 

40,443 

11,953 

13,638 

20,746 

6,178 



129,295 Average 



788 

20,788 

12,407 

19,546 

6,335 

12,562 

8,806 

7,260 

9,521 

6,721 



. ^ 512,083 104,734 Average '20* 

♦Including Sunday-Schools, the average of Ulster is 3K 
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COVMATTOTrr. ' 



CoUlliM, CItlM. *•. 



I GalwayTown ^. 
iSUgo •• 



3 

4 LeMrim 

6 Chlway i^ai 

6 Mayo .• .'. 



WW 1 « • 



Total 



« uid ^.1 



64»888. 

80»B08 

TT,»34 



«e8,467 



'At*Aehoola. 



Under 



,9M 



10,287 
5,189 

10,851 
9,385 



46,480 

-T-rii 



iVll 

Ho. per Cent. 
Iwtnietkn 



81 

19 
15 
Hi 



Avenge 19 



SUHMART OP EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 



.^1 



ProTlikflee. 



Leinster 

Msmtef •• 4i> •• 

Ulttcff 

Comuuight 

. Total 



Fexfoii«.frqm 



43fi»aa4. 

dovt^s 

5U«P8a> 

$92,45T 



1,748^3 



At 



I.J -i 



( i n - . '■■ ■ 

. U4,298 

. >;)88^5 

.. 104,734 

46,486 



I n3|}4,813 

F-TT-T 



No. «« eiMit. 
ImMM 



Ua<l«r 



85 
16 



^▼flFf8fh..2^tl 






? The period of Educs^n, (between 6naAts fean, ) may,* , 

deemed too limited ; but if many nhovh and MoW those agei, are 
foihid in Schodift perhaps ^n feqi|al'ntlmber ^iffiin the- piesctned'] 
bmbeen taken from School to^ositsttnthe various avocationaol their' 

That the average of Ulster iil regard to Educatiop^'thouidiqiiftirio 
kHr, when that Provkice Is so decidedly prosperous \n eveijr other narticfi)^ 
ofViatlonal statiitics, mnj seem tetraordiaaiy ^'fltst vlewvhQt^ ^tak' 
ibi difficulty o% be sAtlsfactori^r explained. *rhe Ennnwrntors dtt':m 
in their Returifts include tb^ Sunday SchoMs,' shppoBh^ that idl^ib^ 
pimils who attended tUBiii,'were also to be tififimd at 'the didljr^ 
Bm it is well known that more thaii one half of the cSiiidren wtelK 
Sunday Schools, partkbkirly in Ulster where they most ^tiSm?\ 
BO-xttier place orimlruction, their parents, who are generally poor 
mii^iiMilactnien, ^hnving empk^mtot ^ov'tbem at horiie during the weetc 
The nmnber of scholars at Sunday Schools in the province of Ulstor in 
I88l| between the ages of five and fifteen, was 108,549,^within little 
more than two thousand of the total number under Education returned 1^ 
the Census At we have auflbiem raason to edndode that mo^'>teii?8l!K 
thousand ol then attend ao othib^ sdiools, ih6 preporUonate edoesmor 
Ukter shonkl be esttmalad at 80 or 81 per^stltl' The total ncaUktai 
cltflren educated: in SuoAly -Schools througl«(fti« Ireland at piesent is as 

ing^one-half of these, or 
75,000 to the 'tfrnisr 
of persons under iittlra^'^ 
Hon, as returned l^tM^ 
Enumerators, the total 
wiU be 470,000 ;loavii« 
more than 1,300,000 of 
our growing pQpid " 
without education ! 
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CONNAUGHT. 



Coontles, Ac. 



Oalway Town..'.. 

Oalway ..«*•••••• 

UtLJO »• 



Gross 
Population. 



2t,tT5 
146,229 
309,599 

soa,n2 

124,795 
20a,729 



1,1I0>229 



Personc 
from 70 to 

loo and 
upwards. 



375 
1,567 
3,164 
2,872 
],024 
1,615 



10,617 



Propor- 
tion to 
Popula* 
tioa. 



Persons 
90 to 100^ 
Years.** 



liB 74 
1-. 92 
1 — 97 
1*-102 
1 — 181 
1 — 120 



I — 104 



PenoBi 
100 Yfia»| 

and 
Upward*. 



10 
43 
117 
66 
24 
49 



308 



10 

3d 

47 

3 



104 



8UMMART OF COMPARATIVE LONGEVITY. 



Ulster .. 

Leioster.. 

Hunster 

Connanght 



1,998,404 
1,757,402 
1,935,612 
1,110,229 



6,801,827 



31,155 
20,821 
18,5^8 
10,617 



81,191 



lin 64 
1— »4 
1---104 
L-^104 


669 
534 
452 
308 


1 — 83« 


1963 



94 

89 
104 



349 



; *ATeRige of Iielttod. 

It is worthy of obtervntiOD, that In each prpvinoe instances of longevity 
are most nameioiis in those counties bcmlering on the sea. That they should 
prevail in those districts where employment, and consequently, sapeiior nou- 
rishment, and other comforts aboand, is not a matter of wonder. Henoe tbe 
longevity of Ulster exceeds that of Leinster by a ratio of onerfifth, end that 
of Munster and Conoaaght by two-fifths per cent. This may elso be in part 
attributable to its. northern situation. 

Dividing the population of Ireland into four grand classes, with rpspect to 
age, the Census of 1821 presents to our view, the following lamentable pic- 
ture of the state of a couotiy abounding with every means of .industry, and 
with able and willing hands to cultivate them^ in the most enlightened and 
dvihseed period of the world :— 



Infants of5 years and under.. 1,040,665 {^"^i^^^^^l^^!^' ^^^^ ^ 
Children ficom 5 to 15 1,746,663 | 



1,300,000 of whom are wholly 
destitute of education ! 
Operative per8onsfioml5 to 70^3,931,660 1,094,845 without employment 

81 101 J ^''^^ proportion of whon 



Aged above 70 . 



are paupers. 
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